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PREFACE. 


He  who  has  written,  or  he  who 
has  but  tranflated,  a  book  finds  a  ftrong 
impulfe,  if  he  knew  how,  to  convey  to 
the  reader  the  conceptions  he  has  enter- 
tained of  himfelf  during  his  progrefs, 
the  labour  he  has  fuftained,  the  acumen 
he  has  difplayed,  and  the  difficulties  he 
has  overcome.  But  of  what  import  is  it, 
to  the  reader,  though  he  may  have  turn- 
ed over  a  thoufand  volumes  a  thoufand 
times ;  to  dete£t,  to  elucidate,  or  to 
efcape  error?  And,  if  ten  thoufand  of 
thefe  errors  have  been  thus  efcaped, 
fhould  any  remain,  he  is  ftill  account- 
Vol.  L  a  able: 
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able :  he  is  ftill  interrogated  on  his  igno- 
rance ;  and  afked  why  he  did  not  turn 
over  more  books,  and  take  care  to  be 
better  informed  ?    A  man  unufed  to  the 
rigorous  difcipline   will  be  impatient 
under  it :  he,  who  is  become  a  veteran 
in  this  juft  and  neceffary  fufferance,  will 
allow  it  to  be  both  inevitable  and  whole- 
fome :    wholefome  to  himfelf,  more 
w holefome  (till  to  others  ;  and,  reflecting 
that  error  is  unlimited,  and  that  mortal 
labour  muft  have  its  boundary,  will  fmile 
inftead  of  being  angry  at  that  which  he 
has  the  prefence  of  mind  to  recolledt  is 
not  wholly  to  be  avoided.    He  will  take 
pleafure  in  finding  that  his  fmall  circle 
was  not  the  circumference  of  know- 
ledge ;  and  will  acquire  increafing  vigour 
at  every  perceptible  increafe  of  the  lumi- 
nous and  beneficent  horizon  of  truth. 

Egotifm  however  is  as  confpicuous  in 
extreme  filence  as  in  extreme  loquacity. 
Juftlce  is  the  due  of  every  man;  and  he 

who 
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who  ftiould  forbear  to  demand  his  due, 
or  he  who  fhould  demand  it  with  vio- 
lence, anger,  and  irritability,  would  alike 
be  immoral. 

The  Writer  of  the  following  Letters 
has  in  this  work,  proved  himfelf  to  be  a 
man  of  tafte,  of  learning,  and  of  obfer- 
vation:  a  connoifleur,  a  critic,  a  poet, 
and,  as  fuch  rare  qualities  imply,  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  men  and  man- 
ners. But  no  man  can  be  deeply  fkilled 
in  and  equally  well  informed  upon  all 
topics ;  and  a  traveller,  if  a  man  of  obfer- 
vation,  will  be  induced  to  record  fadls  on 
fubjefts  of  which  he  is  either  wholly 
ignorant  or  in  part.  His  range  of  re- 
mark may  lead  him  through  every 
fcience,  every  art,  and  every  age.  Of 
this  clafs  of  travellers  is  Count  Stolberg; 
and,  in  following  his  erratic  and  devious 
path,  which  he  has  fometimes  rather 
traced  with  flight  touches  than  marked 
with  a  deep  and  daring  ftroke,  the  Tranf- 
a  2  lator 
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lator  has  not  unfrequently  found  himfelf 
in  a  labyrinth  :  from  which  to  extricate 
himfelf,  and  never  lofe  fight  of  his  au- 
thor, was  a  talk  of  difficulty  and  addrefs. 
Technical  terms  not  known  to  the  dic- 
tionaries, words  coined  with  a  kind  of 
poetical  licence  by  the  Count,  himfelf  a 
poet  and  that  way  inclined,  and  fcientific 
fadts,  of  which  fometimes  the  Author 
and  fometimes  the  Tranilator  had  but  an 
imperfect  knowledge,  aided  to  form  this 
labyrinth,  and  increafe  thefe  difficulties. 
Add  the  complex  conftrudtion,  indefi- 
nite grammar,  licentious  orthography, 
and  perplexed  idiom,  of  the  German 
language ;  increafed  by  that  habit,  to 
which  all  writers,  are  addidted,  of  ima- 
gining that  no  man  can  be  ignorant  of 
fubjedts  which  are  exceedingly  familiar 
to  themfelves,  and  that  therefore  it  is 
more  mafterly  to  hint  at  than  to  defcribe 
them ;  and  the  occasional  dilemmas  of 
the  Tranilator  may  be  in  good  part  con- 
i  ceived. 
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ceived.  He  is  much  more  anxious  to 
clifcover  and  to  avow  his  own  miftakes 
than  to  defend  them ;  and  rather  wil- 
ling to  court  criticifm,  for  the  inftrudtion 
of  others,  than  to  flirink  from  it,  that 
he  may  indulge  the  felf-love  of  coward- 
ice, deceit,  and  imbecility. 

To  fpeak  of  his  Author,  in  adequate 
terms,  and  in  no  degree  to  conceal  his 
own  opinion,  he  muft  perhaps  appear 
paradoxical.  That  the  book  contains 
information  which  may  well  gratify  the 
man  of  indolence,  the  man  of  the  world, 
and  the  man  of  refearch,  the  painter,  the 
poet,  the  politician,  and  the  philofopher, 
him  who  loves  to  be  amufed,  and  him 
who  is  anxious  to  be  informed,  there  are 
few  readers  who  will  be  difpofed  to 
deny.  One  thing,  however,  cannot  be 
concealed:  all  men's  fentiments,  more 
or  lefs,  are  at  war  with  each  other ;  and 
thofe  of  Count  Stolberg  are  fo  in  a  cer- 
tain degree.  But,  to  his  honour  be  it 
a  3  fpoken, 
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fpoken,  however  his  opinions  may  at  this 
moment  war  with  the  hopes  of  perfons 
who  pant  after  a  new  order  of  things, 
and  at  the  next  with  the  fears  of  men 
who  are  enthufiaftic  admirers  of  the  old, 
his  intentions  are  evidently  thofe  of  a 
benevolent  man ;  and  among  the  many 
paflages  which  the  Tranilator,  though 
neceffarily  unnoticed  as  fuch,  confidered 
,as  the  refult  of  prejudice  and  error,  he 
fcarcely  found  one  in  which  the  gene- 
rous writer  did  not  glow  with  the  zeal 
of  a  pertinacious  and  ardent  lover  of 
mankind. 

Of  the  propenfities  of  which  the  heart 
of  the  Tranilator  could  not  forbear  to 
accufe  his  Author,  national  prejudices,  in 
favour  of  Germany  and  in  hoftility  to 
France,  evidently  ftrengthened  by  the 
war  that  while  he  wrote  was  raging  be- 
tween thofe  countries,  were  the  moffc 
frequent.  The  ambition  and  turbulence 
of  individuals,  the  crimes  they  h^ve  been 

induced 
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induced  to  commit,  and  the  maffacres  of 
which  they  have  been  the  authors,  de- 
ferve  every  cenfure  that  a  juft  and  a  feel- 
ing yet  a  difpaflionate  morality  can  be- 
ftow.  But  it  is  a  well  known  maxim, 
of  which  the  Count  has  frequently  re- 
minded us,  that  individuals  are  not  a 
nation.  In  eftimating  the  worth  of  na- 
tions, juftice  requires  that,  while  their 
vices  are  put  into  one  fcale,  their  virtues 
fliould  as  confcientioufly  be  poifed  in  the 
other.  Individuals  and  nations  are  equally 
ftung  with  a  fenfe  of  wrong,  when  their 
crimes  are  acrimonioufly  recapitulated, 
and  their  great  and  good  a£tions  are  all 
forgotten.  This  fatal  forgetfulnefs  is  the 
origin  of  that  rancour  which  has  fo  long 
defolated  the  earth.  It  diftradts  private 
families,  confounds  public  principles, and 
turns  even  patriotifm  itfelf  into  poifon. 
Let  thofe,  who  have  but  the  fmalleft 
love  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  be- 
ware how  they  indulge  this  pernicious 
a  4  propen- 
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propenfity.  He,  who  in  every  man 
wifhes  to  meet  a  brother,  will  very 
rarely  encounter  an  enemy. 

Thefe  obfervations  are  made  by  the 
Tranilator  in  juftice  to  himfelf,  in  more 
anxious  juftice  to  truth,  and  in  the  per- 
fuafion  that  they  will  neither  injure  the 
morals  nor  offend  the  principles  of  any 
reader.  In  every  ftrucfture  raifed  by 
man,  however  much  there  may  be  to 
approve,  there  will  always  be  fome- 
thing  to  queftion,  and  fomething  to 
amend. 

He,  who  would  never  read,  never  re- 
commend, or  never  tranflate,  a  book 
which  fnculd  contain  opinions  contrary 
to  his  own,  muft  forfwear  the  fociety  of 
books.  He  can  only  write  fuch  himfelf ; 
and,  if  he  be  an  impartial  enquirer  after 
truth,  twelve  months  after  they  are  writ- 
ten, they  will,  in  his  own  opinion,  par- 
take more  or  lefs  of  the  faults  of  other 
books..  The  precife  limits  of  truth,  like 

thofe 
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thofe  of  time  and  meafure,  never  can  be 
afcertained :  yet  they  may  be  continually 
approached;  and  the  road  of  approach 
is  the  broad,  open,  unimpeded  road  of 
enquiry.  Let  the  Count  fpeak  for  him- 
felf.  In  the  progrefs  of  refearch  there 
muft  be  conflidt :  but  there  needs  not  be 
acrimony. 

Moft  authors  have  their  poetry  and 
their  profe ;  their  matter  of  fail  remarks 
and  their  flights  of  imagery,  feeling,  and 
fancy.  Matter  of  fa6l  is  a  rigid  taik- 
mafter,  that  will  not  allow  his  flaves  to 
tarn  or  even  to  look  to  the  right  or  to 
the  left.  Obedience  to  him  muft  be 
implicit ;  and  deviation,  except  from  the 
blind,  is  unpardonable.  Imagination 
however  holds  a  loofer  rein :  her  track 
is  aerial;  and,  though  dazzling,  clofes 
inftantly  upon  the  view.  To  trace  her 
capricious  courfe  in  an  exa6l  line  is  im~ 
poffible ;  and  thofe  who  tranflate  poetry 
muft  not  pore  over  the  words  of  the  au- 
thor, 
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thor,  but  imbibe  his  feelings,  animate 
themfelves  with  the  fame  fires,  and  foar 
on  the  fame  daring  wing.  The  fenfa- 
tions  may  be  fimilar,  may  have  a  refem- 
blance,  but  the  language  will  have  none : 
or  the  fenfations  themfelves  may  be  un- 
like, and  yet  their  quantity  may  be  much 
the  fame.  If  the  tranflator  fhould  hap- 
pen to  increafe  that  quantity,  the  critic 
who  fhall  pronounce  him  guilty,  for 
this  deviation,  is  either  no  poet  or  has 
forgotten  his  oflice. 

Much  of  the  defcriptivefcenery  in  the 
following  work  is  matter  of  fact,  and 
much  is  matter  of  feeling;  and  the 
Tranflator  has  been  hardy  enough  to 
confider  in  the  latter  cafe  how  the  Count 
would  have  expreffed  himfelf  inEnglifh, 
rather  than  how  he  has  exprefled  himfelf 
in  German  ?  has  enquired,  how  did  the 
Author  while  he  wrote  this  feel,  rather 
than  what  is  it  that  he  has  literally  faid  ? 
Metaphors,  by  ufe,  have  been  rendered 
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if  not  beautiful  not  offenfive,  in  one  lan- 
guage, which  in  another  would  excite 
ridicule,  if  not  contempt ;  and  he  who 
fhould  tranflate  his  author  literally  would 
frequently  infult  both  his  author  and 
his  reader. 

There  are  four  poems  inferted  in  the 
German,  three  of  which  are  tranllated : 
the  fourth  is  omitted  becaufe  it  is  long, 
has  no  relation,  except  that  of  imagery 
and  feeling,  to  the  work,  and  is  befide, 
in  the  Tranilator's  opinion,  incapable  of 
infpiring  an  Englifh  reader  with  that 
high  delight  which  is  indifpenfably  the 
province  of  true  poetry  :  unlefs  it  were 
to  be  fo  greatly  changed  as  to  be  rather 
an  original  poem  than  a  tranflation. 
Liberties  aim  oft  equal  to  this  have  been 
taken  with  the  poems  that  are  tranllated; 
for  which,  if  blame  be  due,  let  it  be  duly 
diftributed. 

The  difappointment  that  is  often  expe- 
rienced by  readers,  when  they  meet  writh 

quota- 
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quotations  in  a  language  which  they  do 
not  underftancl,  induced  the  Count  judi- 
cioufly  to  add  tranilations  to  fuch  paf- 
fages :  fometimes  by  himfelf,  but  more 
frequently  by  the  beft  tranflators  of  the 
ancients  into  the  German  language.  The 
EnglifliTranflator  has  rigoroufly  adhered 
to  this  rule  ;  and  has  chofen  thofe  tranf- 
lators, of  the  claffics,  who  have  at  prefent 
the  moft  reputation.  Of  thefe  he  thinks 
it  his  duty  to  fay  that,  though  perhaps 
Francis,  the  tranllator  of  Horace,  be  the 
moft  literal,  he  is  the  leaft  fatisfadtory. 
Horace  is  univerfally  admired,  by  all 
who  read  and  delight  in  the  works  of 
the  ancients  :  while  thofe,  who  are  igno- 
rant of  the  language  in  which  he  wrote, 
are  particularly  aftonifhed  at  the  high 
praife  beftowed  on  the  Roman  poet, 
when  they  read  him  difguifed  in  the 
garb  of  any  Englifh  tranflation  that  has 
hitherto  been  made :  fome  very  few  feleft 
pieces,  by  Dryden  and  others,  excepted. 

A  truly 
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A  truly  poetical  tranflation  of  Horace 
has  long  been  an  urgent  defideratum  in 
Englifh  literature.  May  the  arduous  talk 
be  foon  accomplifhed. 

The  original  Work  has  neither  Tables 
of  Contents  nor  references  of  any  kind. 
The  utility  as  well  as  the  amufement  and 
pleafure  which  judicious  and  copious 
Indexes  afford  are  well  known  to  every 
man  who  delights  in  reading  or  has  occa- 
lion  to  confult  books.  Were  the  Trans- 
lator to  detail  the  trouble  and  time  that 
have  been  devoted  to  the  Index  for  this 
Work,  he  might  appear  oftentatious  on 
things  which  in  general  are  either  over- 
looked, or  conlidered  as  trilles.  Much 
of  the  merit  of  thefe  Travels  confifts  in 
the  mafs  of  mifcellaneous  fails  they  con- 
tain. An  Index  that  fliould  point  out 
thefe  fadts,  individually  and  collectively, 
to  the  farmer,  the  philofopher,  the  anti- 
quarian, the  artiil,  the  connoifleur,  and 
the  botanift ;  to  him  who  delights  in  the 

grandeur 
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grandeur  of  nature,  her  inexplicable  phe- 
nomena and  her  fublime  afpects,  and 
him  who  enquires  into  the  revolutions 
of  morals,  manners,  cities,  and  Hates; 
and  that  (hall  clafs  thefe  fubjedts  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  that  the  Reader  may  find 
with  facility  whatever  relates  to  each; 
fuch  an  Index,  no  doubt,  would  be  highly 
valuable  to  every  man  of  enquiry,  and 
afford  no  fmall  fatisfadtion  to  the  perfon 
who  reads  only  for  amufement.  This  is 
the  kind  of  Index  that  has  been  attempt- 
ed. The  numerous  references  which 
are  given  to  particular  articles,  fuch  as 

PLANTS,  PICTURES,  PROSPECTS,  proper 

names,  and  every  other  word  that  fug- 
gefted  itfelf  as  a  general  head,  While  they 
have  coft  a  degree  of  labour  that  will 
not  ealily  be  imagined,  wTill  enable  any 
perfon,  either  for  his  profit  or  his  plea- 
fare,  to  college  the  facts  that  are  con- 
tained in  the  Work ;  and  thus  aid  him 
in  forming  a  whole  of  each.    This  is  the  • 

moll 
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moil  defirable  end  that  the  labours  of 
man  can  attain.  It  is  not  merely  a  know- 
ledge of  fadts,  but  it  is  that  knowledge 
combined  with  their  arrangement,  which 
conftitutes  wifdom. 

Such  are  the  few  remarks,  which  the 
Tranflator  has  thought  it  his  duty  to 
make,  concerning  a  work  that  has  ob- 
liged him  to  exert  a  minute  degree 
of  attention,  a  fufpicious  unremitting 
watchfulnefs,  and  labour  accompanied 
by  anxiety  greater  than  it  is  his  intention 
ever  again  to  encounter,  in  a  work  where 
neither  the  thoughts,  the  manner,  nor 
the  materials,  are  his  own. 
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LETTER  I. 

Pempelfort  near  DuiTeldorf,  July  16th  17910 

I  MUST  confefs  to  you  that  the 
Rhine  produces  here  a  deeper  impreffion  on 
me,  than  the  Elbe  did  at  Hamburgh;  although 
the  banks  of  the  former  are  not  very  beautiful, 
and  the  breadth,  if  my  eye  does  not  deceive 
me,  not  much  more  than  five  hundred  paces ; 
whereas  the  Elbe  is  about  a  mile  wide  **.  I 
Ihould  imagine  you  are  of  opinion,  with  me, 
that,  to  the  deep  thinker,  the  character  of 
magnitude  is  often  very  very  different  from 
that  of  the  fublime.   The  excefs  of  magnitude 

*  A  German  mile  contains  from  fix  to  eight  Englifti 
miles.  T. 
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overpowers,  and  weakens.  My  eye  Is  apt  to 
wander,  among  the  hanging  woods  of  the  fea 
beach  ;  and  my  mind  to  lofe  itfelf  in  the 
bouadlefs  expanfe  of  ocean.  Where  the  hori- 
zon limits  the  profpecl,  fancy  burfls  the  aerial 
barrier.  The  idea  of  infinitude  always  rifes 
on  the  benevolent  wing  of  eternal  exiftence. 
How  would  energy  fink,  were  it  bounded  by 
what  it  can  only  fee  ! 

My  fenfations  are  wholly  different,  wThen> 
from  the  northern  mores  of  Zealand,  I  furvey 
the  North  lea  •  to  what  they  are  when,  from 
the  eaftern,  I  contemplate  the  Baltic,  The 
latter,  it  is  true,  communicates  with  the  ocean ; 
and  yet  the  thought  does  not  fatisfy  the  foul. 
When  imagination  has  fpread  her  fails,  fhe  is 
offended  at  the  impediments  fhe  meets  with 
in  the  Sound.  A  fea  is  a  very  different  thing 
from  a  river.  Beginning  at  its  fource,  we 
trace  the  ftream  to  the  ocean  ;  the  eye  willing- 
ly repofing  on  its  verdant  banks.  Too  great 
width  affords  no  equivalent  for  this  pleafure. 
We  delight  in  tracing  the  progrefs  of  power. 
Homer  gave  his  heroes  fupernatural  force  in 
a  human  form.  It  was  eafy  to  produce  a 
Titan  :  Genius  alone  could  create  an  Achilles, 

We  wrere  not  however  infenfible  to  the 
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beauties  of  the  Elbe,  when,  the  wind  favour- 
ing us,  I  and  my  wife,  with  our  eldeft  boy 
of  eight  years  old  and  Nicolovius,  failed,  in  an 
hour,  from  Altona  to  Haarburgh:  having  firft 
taken  leave  of  Klopftock  in  his  garden  near 
Hamburg,  where  he  has  refided  feveral  fum- 
mers,  and  bidden  adieu  to  my  brother,  to  his 
wife,  to  Windeme,  and  to  her  daughters. .  Clau- 
dius was  our  efcort.  Of  Weftphalia  and  Low- 
er Saxony  there  is  not  much  to  remark.  Many 
thanks  are  due  to  the  regency  of  Hanover,  for 
the  culture  beftowed  upon  thefe  deferts.  In 
the  parts  under  this  government,  we  faw  the 
half  barren  wafte  covered  with  beautiful  fields 
of  rye,  good  potatoe  grounds,  nay  even  wheat, 
peas,  and  barley  ;  where  the  indolence  of  the 
inhabitants  would  fcarcely  have  produced  rye 
and  buck  wheat. 

Near  Bomte,  where  the  Ofnabrug  domains 
begin,  the  profpecl:  brightens.  Between  the 
towns  of  Bomte  and  Ofnabrug,  we  faw  the 
majeftic  oak;  which  has  continued  to  be  the 
fubjecT:  of  aftonimment  for  centuries. 

On  the  6th,  wre  remained  at  Ofnabrug,  and 
gladly  fpent  the  forenoon  with  the  juft  think- 
ing Kleuker;  and  the  evening  with  the  noble 
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minded  patriot  and  philofoplier  Mofer.  The! 
next  day  we  proceeded  to  Munfter.  We  were 
intending  to  vifit  the  Princefs  Gallitzin  when 
her  meflage  of  invitation  arrived.  With  her 
we  found  the  Baron  of  FLirftenberg.  Ger- 
many acknowledges  the  merit  of  this  great 
ftatefman.  The  Bifhopric  of  Munfter  honours 
and  loves  the  wife  and  good  man,  as  a  father. 
He  fecured  the  rights  of  the  Peafantry,  in- 
fpired  the  Monks  with  induftryand  patriotifm, 
gave  order  to  the  war  department,  awakened 
a  general  thirft  of  knowledge,  and  with  un- 
wearied perfeverance  laboured  to  gratify  the 
noble  craving.  Yes ;  it  was  he  that  promoted 
the  pureand  benevolent  love  of  fcience, through 
the  fchools  and  feminaries  ;  from  the  higheft 
to  the  loweft  degree. 

It  is  now  feveral  years  fince  this  worthy 
and  enlightened  Canon  was  Prime  Minifter; 
and  perhaps  his  influence  will  a£t  with  greater 
freedom  and  more  dignified  effecT:  on  the  pub-  ' 
lie,  now  that  its  only  fupport  is  its  proper 
worth. 

The  Princefs  Gallitzin  intends  to  publifh 
the  works  of  the  wife  Hemfterhuys.  As, 
when  he  lived,  he  fent  his  writings  to  his 

Diotima 
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Diptima*  to  correct,  fo,  at  his  death,  in  a  man- 
ner honourable  to  them  both,  he  left  his  poft- 
humous  works  entirely  to  her  difcretion. 

We  remained  two  days  and  a  half  with  the 
Princefs ;  and  there  became  acquainted  with 
ProfelTbrOverberg :  a  worthy  ecclefiaftic,  whole 
wifdom  and  benevolence  are  actuated  by  all  the 
glow  of  an  energetic  mind.  He  is  one  of  the 
head  mafters  of  the  upper  fchools ;  and,  from 
pure  kiiidnefsj  weekly  dedicates  a  part  of  the 
forenoon  to  the  inftruftion  of  young  girls, 
I  fhall  never  forget  the  pleafure  with  which 
I  faw  him  catechife  fome  hundreds  of  them, 
the  animated  intelligence  of  his  manner,  the 
addrefs  with  which  he  fixed  their  attention, 
and  the  acutenefs  he  difcovered  in  putting  the 
que  (lion  fo  as  to'fuggeft  the  anfwer. 

Hainan  lies  buried  in  the  garden  of  the 
Princefs.  Urns  and  infcriptions  characterize 
the  calm  deep  thinker;  whofe  imagination  rofe, 
on  the  foaring  pinions  of  poetry,  far  beyond 
the  ken  of  common  eyes  ;  and  fometimes  was 
followed  with  difficulty  by  the  keeneft  fight. 

*  In  fome  of  his  writings  he  calls  the  Princefs  his  Dio- 
tima.  Diotima  was  faid  to  have  been  infpired  by  the 
Gods:  in  Plato's  Banquet,  Socrates  afcribes  high  wifdom  to 
Jxer,  and  profeffes  to  have  learnt  it  from  her. 
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How  muft  the  Princefs  have  fympathifed  with 
a  heart  and  foul  like  his  !  Equally  fimple  in 
manners,  pure  in  mind,  and  holy  in  friendfhip, 
they  railed  both  the  fagacious  proteftant  and 
the  zealous  catholic  above  the  narrow  preju- 
dices of  their  refpective  creeds. 

The  catholic  clergy  wiflied  to  have  his  ho- 
noured remains  interred  in  confecrated  ground : 
but  from  refpedrt  they  yielded  to  the  defire  of 
the  Princefs,  in  consideration  of  the  undifguif- 
ed  and  enlightened  readinefs  me  had  fhewn  to 
pay  the  lafl  honours  to  this  wife  and  worthy 
man. 

We  left  Munfter  early  on  the  ioth,  with 
feelings  fuch  as  none  but  the  good  could  ex- 
cite. The  following  morning  we  arrived  at 
Muhlheim,  on  the  Ruhr.  Here,  for  the  firft 
time,  during  a  journey  of  two-and-forty  miles, 
we  had  a  truly  beautiful  profpecl:.  On  each 
fide  of  the  valley,  through  which  the  mean- 
dering Ruhr  purfues  its  courfe,  we  faw  the 
bold  projecting  rocks,  clothed  with  hanging 
woods  :  beyond  them  the  mountains  rofe,  co- 
vered with  forefts,  and  interfperfed  with  plains 
cf  different  elevations,  all  bedecked  with  rich 
and  variegated  fertility.  A  heavy  fhower  of 
rain,  which  poured  from  the  lowring  clouds, 
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did  but  inereafe  the  beauty  of  the  profpeft ; 
gilded  as  it  foon  was  by  the  full  radiance  of  the 
returning  fun. 

We  arrived  at  Pempelfort  at  two  in  the  af- 
ternoon ;  and  I  felt  myfelf  immediately  as  if 
at  home,  in  the  ho.ufe  of  our  dear  jacobi  j 
whom  I  now  faw  for  the  firft  time.  In  ex- 
pectation of  hearing  from  you  with  your  ufual 
punctuality,  I  fhall  conclude;  wifliing  you 
all  happinefs  and  patience. 


LETTER  II. 

Pempelfort,  July  19th  1791. 

We  have  been  once  at  Duffel- 
-dorf,  and  have  vifited  the  famous  Picture 
Gallery.  You  know  I  am  not  a  Connoifieur, 
I  cannot  admire  a  picture  that  fpeaks  to  the 
eye  only,  and  not  to  the  heart.  The  mod 
inimitable  deceptions,  whether  of  painting  or 
of  poetry,  if  they  place  no  living  image  before 
me,  to  me  are  equally  uninterefting.  I  may 
indeed  be  aftonifhed,  at  the  talent  I  difcover, 
or  rather  at  my  own  infenfibility :  for  fuch 
imitations,  in  my  opinion,  are  merely  talent ; 
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and  are  not  the  offspring  of  Genius:  the  cha- 
racter of  which  is  paffion,  and  invention. 

The  Diogenes,  feeking  an  honeft  man  in 
the  thronged  market  place  with  a  lantern  at 
noon  day,  difplays  great  invention.  Rubens 
has  given  the  face  of  the  philofopher  the  ex- 
prefiion  of  bitter  but  half  concealed  irony. 
The  crowd,  different  in  fex  and  age,  cannot 
conceive  his  meaning,  and  laugh  at  his  folly. 

The  malicious  painter  has  introduced  his 
own  wife;  yet  certainly  he  did  not  mean  feri- 
oufly  to  characterize  her  as  a  fool.  What  va- 
rious marks  of  folly  has  he  communicated  to 
the  multitude  !  How  perfectly  does  the  phi- 
lofopher appear  the  only  man  among  them  ! 
The  very  fpirit  of  Diogenes  feems  to  have  in- 
fpired  the  painter.  He  had  certainly  retired 
within  himfelf,  and,  deep  in  contemplation, 
had  ftudied  each  countenance,  before  his  ma- 
gic pencil  could  fo  truly  delineate  this  ample 
heritage  of  full  grown  folly.  His  action  is  ne- 
cefTarily  confined  to  the  moment ;  yet  "he  art* 
fully  leads  the  fancy  through  many  fucceffive 
generations. 

Oh  Rubens,  hadft  thou  been  prefent  when 
Diderot,  {landing  to  view  the  picture,  imagined 
himfelf  the  hero,  and  exclaimed  to  his  guide, 
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Cejl  Diderot  en  Hollande  *  /  thou  wouldft  have 
immortalized  the  felf  fufficient  mien  of  the 
man  on  thy  canvas  !  Diogenes  would  not  have 
put  out  his  lantern  in  his  prefence ;  but  pro- 
bably would  have  affumed  an  air  of  more  keen 
and  bitter  fatire. 

Had  Rubens  read  Milton's  Paradife  Loft, 
the  painter  would  have  foared  beyond  himfelf 
on  the  wings  of  the  poet,  would  have  added 
dignity  to  his  fallen  angels,  and  would  more 
emphatically  have  imparted  to  them  their 
inherent  malignity.  The  victorious  angel,  in 
purfuit  of  Satan  as  he  defcends,  bearing-  the 
flaming  fword  and  inverted  with  the  power 
of  the  Almighty,  is  not  unworthy  the  Michael 
of  Milton.  The  poet  perhaps  would  have 
been  fatisfied  with  many  of  the  fallen  fpirits  \ 
and  would  have  certainly  done  juftice  to  the 
genius  of  the  painter.  Either  I  miftake, 
however,  or  many  parts  of  this  pi&ure  are 
degraded  by  the  image  of  vice  under  its  groff- 
eft  forms.  Rubens  perhaps  intended  to  fhew 
that,  the  virtue  of  heaven  being  gone,  its  dig- 
nity had  likewife  difappeared  :  but  Satan  could 
not  defcend  to  fuch  vulgar  buffoonery ;  nei- 

*  'Tis  Diderot  in  Holland. 
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ther  could  he  fo  immediately  lofe  all  expref* 
iion  of  heavenly  grandeur.  Still  the  picture 
will  ever  remain  the  work  of  a  great  genius. 
Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  tore  himfelf  from  it  with 
regret ;  and  exclaimed,  "  Other  pictures  are 
excellently  painted:  here  alone  colours  are 
made  to  fpeak." 

The  raoft  famous  picture  in  this  great  coI-» 
lection  is  the  St.  John  in  the  wildernefs :  by 
fome  afcribed  to  Raphael ;  by  others  to  Andrea 
Sarpi.  The  noble  figure  of  the  youth,  above 
cenfure,  or  rather  inimitably  beautiful  and  dig- 
nified, irrefiftibly  attracts  and  fixes  the  atten^ 
tion  :  and,  w7hen  at  iaft  you  have  left  it,  you 
are  again  and  again  brought  back.  Is  ic 
depth  of  thought,  or,  is  it  not  rather  the 
victory  gained  over  temptation,  which  thefe 
lines  of  noble  and  manly  beauty  with  fo 
flowing  yet  fo  firm  a  touch  denote  ?  He  feems 
to  bloom  in  the  very  fpring  tide  of  youth  ;  yet 
bears  the  promifed  fruits  of  manhood.  He 
is  what  iEfchylus  has  fo  finely  defcribed  one 
of  his  heroes  to  be,  dv^goTrais  ciyvp** 

I  have  ufed  the  phrafe  "  above  cenfure  j" 
but  it  is  faid  there  is  falfe  drawing,  in  the  fore- 
shortening of  one  of  the  legs.    J  fhall  ven- 

*  A  boy-man. 
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lure  a  criticifm  of  another  kind.  Should  we 
recognize  with  certainty  the  great  harbinger  of 
Chrift,  if  the  crofs,  his  common  fymbol,  were 
net  lying  by  his  fide  ? 

The  hiftory  of  this  painting  is  fingular. 
One  of  the  keepers  of  the  gallery  wras  retouch- 
ing a  damaged  Landfcape,  in  water  colours, 
which  was  not  without  merit.  That  which 
he  had  fuppofed  to  be  mere  canvas  he  difcover- 
ed  to  be  coated  with  oil-colours.  Curiofity 
induced  him  to  proceed  ;  and  a  moft  beautiful 
body  began  to  be  vifible.  He  faw  the  hand 
of  a  mafter,  warned  away  the  water  colours, 
and  reftored  in  full  perfection  the  great  work, 
that  had  fo  long  remained  buried  in  darknefs. 

The  Affumption  of  the  Virgin,  by  Guido, 
is  one  of  the  greateft  ornaments  of  the  gallery. 
Devotion,  rapture,  divine  benignity,  infpire 
and  dignify  the  matron ;  and,  in  all  their 
luftre,  feem  to  bear  her  to  her  native  heaven, 
which  opens  for  her  reception. 

I  did  not  fee  the  holy  family  of  Raphael : 
it  was  not  in  the  gallery,  but  was  fent  to  be 
engraved. 

Rubens  had  certainly  .  read  Dante  with 
great  attention.  The  noble  and  inventive 
genius  of  the  poet  infpired  him,  when  he 

painted 


i2  TRAVELS  OF 

painted  his  Day  of  Judgment.  Yet  he  is  une- 
qual to  Dante,  in  pi&uring  both  the  good 
and  evil  fpirits.  The  rage  of  the  one,  and  the 
rapture  of  the  other,  are  more  exquifitely  de- 
fcrrbed  by  the  Florentine.  The  figure  of  the 
Judge  of  the  world  is  beneath  criticifm.  The 
figure  of  the  faint  in  the  foreground  is  noble  : 
but,  Oh  !  how  many  thanks  are  due  to  the 
painter,  for  the  chearful  countenance  he  has 
beftowcd  on  the  rifing  negro  ?  The  idea  of 
ikeletons  half  clothed  with  flefh,  and  ftrug- 
gling  into  exiftence,  is  worthy  of  Dante  or 
Milton.  They  are  well  contrafled  with  the 
already  rifen  ;  and  appear  like  the  fappy  buds 
cf  the  aih  in  Spring,  fwelling  into  life.  Yet  I 
could  have  wifhed  for  more  variety ;  and  to 
have  feen  the  half  formed  creatures,  as,  in 
Milton,  the  angel  defcribes  the  animals  at  the 
moment  of  creation  : 

The  graffy  clods  now  caWed  ;  now  half  appeared 
The  tawny  lion,  pawing  to  get  free 
His  hinder  parts  ;  then  fprings  as  broke  from  bonds, 
And  rampant  makes  his  brinded  mane  ft. 

Not  only  the  falling  deception  of  the  burn- 
ing lamps,  and  the  glimmering  matches  on  the 


*  Par.  L  Took  VII.  line  463. 
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ground,  but  the  animated  characters  of  the 
wife  and  foolifh  virgins,  by  Schalken,  rank 
this  picture  among  the  befl  in  the  gallery. 

The  Adoration  of  the  Shepherds,  by  Ru- 
bens, is  very  fine.  On  one  fide,  in  the  clouds, 
an  angel  is  feen,  with  his  hands  folded  on  his 
breaft ;  an  angel  fuch  as  Raphael  might  have 
painted. 

The  Mary  of  Medicis,  by  Rubens,  drew  our 
attention  ;  from  the  great  refemblance  it  bears 

to  our  friend  Mrs.  .    In  thefe  noble, 

ardent,  gentle,  poetical  traits,  the  phyfiogno- 
mifi  would  difcover  the  rank  which  a  Mary  de 
Medicis  would  hold  in  fociety. 

Chrift  among  the  Doctors  in  the  temple, 
by  Vander  Werf,  appears  to  me  as  worthy  of 
the  fubject  as  a  picture  can  be.  1  was  not 
very  fond  of  this  mafter,  who  to  me  appeared 
to  have  a  littlenefs  of  manner  ;  but  this  picture 
has  given  me  a  higher  opinion  of  his  genius. 
Youth,  beauty,  benignity,  grace,  and  wifdom, 
beam  in  the  godlike  boy.  Sages,  fuch  as  you 
might  imagine  Gamaliel  and  Nicodemus  to 
have  been,  are  liftening  to  his  difcourfe. 

No  collection  contains  fo  many  of  the 
•works  of  Rubens  as  this :  but  I  am  told  his 

beft 
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beft  productions  are  to  be  found  in  the  towns 
of  Brabant.  The  gallery  is  poor  in  pictures 
by  the  Italian  matters  ;  and  not  to  be  compared 
with  that  of  Drefden.  It  is  likewife  deficient 
in  Landfcapes. 

The  Duffeldorf  academy  is  furniflied  with 
many  excellent  cafts,  from  antique  ftatues. 
It  is  likewife  rich  in  engravings  :  and,  were  it 
not,  the  numerous  drawings,  by  Raphael, 
which  it  pofTeffes,  give  it  a  value  which  few 
collections  can  equal.  Some  are  the  light'fports 
of  his  fine  and  inexhauftible  fancy :  others 
are  only  fketches ;  but  they  are  the  (ketches 
of  a  creative  mind.  And  have  not  thefe  flights 
of  tranfcendent  genius,  which  never  were 
meant  for  the  vulgar  eye  that  could  not  com- 
prehend them,  that  were  intended  only  for 
himfelf,  for  his  own  enjoyment,  have  they 
not  a  character  of  unreftrained  daring,  and  un- 
exampled beauty,  peculiar  to  themfelves  ?  I 
fee  them  {till,  thefe  lines  that  fo  fublimely  trace 
the  heads  of  angels  !  What  amplitude  I  What 
purity  !  What  forms  of  flowing  ftreaming  life  ! 
The  means  too  fo  limited,  fo  imperceptible ; 
we  dare  not  add  fo  indigent,  ftruck  as  we  are 
with  aftoniftunent  at  beholding  their  effects. 

Yes  5 
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Yes  ;  we  look  with  joy  as  well  as  wonder,  and 
praife  God  for  the  power  he  has  given:  to 
man. 


LETTER  III. 

Pempelfort,  July  J/91* 

A  TIMBER  float  having  been  an- 
nounced, we  went  yefterday  in  the  after* 
noon  to  Diifleldorf  to  fee  it :  for  which  pur- 
pofe,  we  hired  a  boat ;  and  rowed  up  the 
Rhine.  The  fpray  of  the  oars  was  feen  from 
far  ;  and  we  prefently  difcovered  a  fwimming 
village  :  for  fuch  is  the  appearance  of  the  wood* 
cn  huts,  that  are  built  on  the  float. 

There  are  four  floats  that  go,  every  fummer, 
from  Andernach  to  Holland.  Each  is  about 
a  thoufand  feet  long ;  and  a  hundred  and 
thirty  wide.  The  number  of  the  floatmen  is 
four  hundred  and  fifty.  The  rapidity  of  the 
ftream,  and  the  bulk  and  unwieldinefs  of  the 
float,  make  the  navigation  dangerous.  The 
paflage,  if  good,  will  be  from  fix  to  {even 
days  :  but,  if  the  water  be  low  and  the  wind 
violent  and  adverfe,  it  may  be  as  many  weeks. 

Several 
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Several  anchors  are  carried,  and  the  float 
lies  at  anchor  every  night.  In  the  evening, 
the  anchors  are  taken  into  the  boats  and 
brought  to  the  fhore.  The  ftrcng  motion  of 
the  float  drags  them,  at  firft:  but  this  motion 
flackens,  and  the  float  at  lad  becomes  fta- 
tionary. 

The  worth  of  the  wood,  of  which  the  float 
is  compofed,  is  eftimated  at  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  florins.  The  toll  it  pays  is  heavy.  At 
Biifleldorf  it  amounts  to  a  hundred  and  fix- 
teen  piftoles :  at  Kaiferfwerth,  which  is  like- 
wife  a  town  palatine,  eighty  piftoles  :  and  the 
Prufiian  tolls  are  ftill  more  fevere. 

The  daily  maintenance  of  the  floatmen  is 
eftimated  at  upward  of  a  hundred  rix  dollars. 
The  pay  of  each  man,  for  the  whole  voyage, 
is  only  five  rix  dollars.  Having  arrived  at 
their  place  of  deftination,  they  form  themfelves 
into  parties,  of  feven  each,  club  their  pay,  and 
then  moot  for  the  whole ,  and  the  lofers  are 
obliged  to  beg  their  way  home. 

The  good  cheer  of  the  floatmen,  during  the 
voyage,  delights  and  well  repays  them  for  their 
hard  labour.  We  faw  fat  oxen  on  the  float ; 
and  were  informed  that  one  was  flaughtered 
daily.    The  cabin  of  the  mafter  is  as  fpacious 

as 
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as  that  of  the  captain  of  an  eighty  gun  fhip. 
The  wood  of  the  float  is  chiefly  for  the  ufe  of 
Mooring  and  carpenters^ 


LETTER  IV. 

Pempelfort,  29th  July  1791, 

Yesterday  week,  we  were  very 

agreeably  furprifed,  by  a  vifit  from  the  Prin- 
cefs  Gallitzin,  her  two  children,  the  Baron  of 
Flirftenberg^  and  Profeflbr  Overberg.  Thefe 
noble  friends  remained  with  us  three  days  : 
three  memorable  days. 

After  their  departure,  Jacobi  took  us,  on 
a  party  of  pleafure,  to  Elberfelde. 

This  town  lies  in  a  fmall  valley,  on  the" 
Wupper  :  one  of  the  innumerable  tributary 
nymphs  that  pour  their  waters  into  the  capa- 
cious Rhine.  The  peculiar  quality  of  this 
itream  maintains  four  populous  towns:  the 
principal  trade  of  which  is  bleaching.  T  he 
valley  is  about  two  leagues  long  ;  and  the  high 
hills,  on  each  fide,  are  covered  with  the  beech 
and  the  afh,  and  fkirted  with  corn  fields,  mea- 

Vol.  I.  G  dows5 
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dows,  paflures,  and  gardens,  in  various  and 
rich  fertility. 

The  four  towns,  which  the  Wupper  waters, 
are  Rittershaufen,  Wupperfelde,  Gemark  (or 
Barmen),  and  Elberfelde  :  which  laft  is  the 
moft  diftant.  Barmen  b  a  colony  of  Elber- 
felde: of  which  it  is  the  rival,  both  in  induftry 
and  profperity.  Thefe  properties  are  confpi- 
euou&,  in  the  handforae  houfes  and  gardens, 
and  in  the  countenances  of  the  natives  ;  who 
are  remarkable  for  the  cheerfulnefs  and  recti- 
tude of  their  manners. 

The  whole  appearance  of  this  valley  de- 
lights the  eye,  and  makes  a  deep  and  lafting 
impreflion  upon  the  heart.  Its  various  build- 
ings, its  fwarming  inhabitants,  its  meandering 
ftream,  now  deep  and  filent,  now  rapid  and 
fhallow,  its  bold  projecting  rocks,  hollow  be- 
neath, and  loaded  above  with  thick  woods  that 
fhade  the  horizon,  the  honeft,  profperous,. 
and  happy  appearance  of  its  people,  fome 
dwelling  in  neat  towns,  others  in  fcattered 
houfes  that  ornament  the  vicinity,  thefe  objects, 
individually  and  collectively,  give  unfpeak- 
able  pleafure.  They  reminded  me  of  the  envi- 
rons of  Erzgebiirg:  with  its  lofty  mountains,* 

crowned 
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crowned  with  pines  and  watered  with  numer- 
ous rivulets  :  with  this  difference,  that,  at  Erz- 
gebiirg,  the  traveller  was  aftonifhed  at  the  in- 
duftry  of  art,  which  at  laft  afforded  the  inha- 
bitants only  a  fcanty  fubfiftence ;  while  here 
abundance  every  where  reigns. 

The  following  day,  we  faw,  in  a  narrow 
valley,  one  of  the  grand  fpe&acles  of  nature. 
On  our  return  from  Elberfelde,  we  went  to 
Metman  ;  a  town  which  is  four  leagues  dis- 
tant from  Pempelfort.  Paffing  through  corn 
fields  that  had  been  reaped,  we  entered  a  Beech 
Wood,  and  fuddenly  beheld  an  uncommonly 
wild  mafs  of  rocks,  that  fixed  our  attention. 
Proceeding  through  a  wide  opening,  we  went 
into  a  cavern ;  into  which  light  had  two  en* 
trances,  tjiat  were  unperceived  by  us.  We 
fuddenly  came  to  a  deep  precipice,  with  high 
rocks  m  our  front ;  and  they,  like  the  cavity 
in  which  we  flood,  were  loaded  with  trees? 
their  fides  adorned  with  fhrubs  and  ivy,  and  at 
their  feet  the  rapid  Duffel  flowed. 

This  cavern  is  called  the  Leuchtenburg. 

We  returned  through  a  narrow  paffage, 
which  brought  us  to  a  projecting  cliff;  where, 
that  we  might  the  better  look  into  the  abyfs 
•beneath,  we  laid  ourfelves  down,  and  each 
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held  the  other  in  turn.  This  cliffy  which  is 
called  Rabenftein,  or  Ravenftone,  appeared  to 
me  not  lefs  beautiful  than  Rostrappe,  at  Harz, 
in  our  own  dear  country.  From  this,  we 
pafled  into  a  fmall  grotto  ;  called  the  Engels- 
iammer,  or  Angel's  chamber  ;  and  faw  a  black 
gulph,  on  the  other  fide,  which  people  have 
named  the  Teufelskammer  y  or  Devil's  cham- 
ber. 

Half  a  league  from  this,  there  is  a  Monaf- 
tery,  of  the  rigorous  order  of  La  Trappe ;  of 
which  there  was  only  one  m  Germany,  one  in 
France,  and  one  in  Italy,  founded.  The  monks 
of  this  order  renounce  the  ufe  of  fpeech  :  the 
prelate  only,  under  certain  reftrielions,  is  al- 
lowed to  infringe  this  rule.  Some  years  ago, 
a  Princefs  vifited  this  monaftery  ;  andy.  after 
many  entreaties,  prevailed  on  the  prelate  to 
indulge  two  of  the  monks,  for  a  moment,  in 
the  ufe  of  fpeech  :  but  they  both  gave  her  to 
underftand,  by  figns,  that  they  did  not  think 
themfelves  authorized  to  break  their  eternal 
filence. 

JaeobLone  evening,  took  me  and  Nicolo- 
vius  to  this  monaftery.  The  door  keeper,  a  lay 
brother,  left  us  in  the  garden  ;  telling  us  that 
the  monks  had  retired  to  reft ;  however,  we 

met 
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-met  one  of  them  ;  who,  by  the  motion  of  his 
lips,  was  muttering  his  prayers.  At  laft,.  the 
-prelate  appeared  :  but  he  fhewed  no  inclina- 
tion to  admit  us  into  the  mcnaftery.  The  go- 
vernment has  appointed  a  fpiritual  comrnif- 
fion,  to  reform  the  rules  of  the  monaftery. 
The  veil  of  fecrecy  guards  their  proceedings. 
It  is  not,  however,  probable  that  they  will  raze 
the  monad-cry :  they  would  not  for  fuch  a 
purpofe  have  appointed  a  fpiritual  commifiion. 

I  have  yet  faid  nothing  Gf  Pempelfort ; 
which  is  feparated,  by  a  fpacious  E4e£toral 
garden,  from  the  town  of  Dufleldorf.  Jaco- 
bi's  houfe  is  roomy,  and  well  contrived  :  built 
for  the  convenience  of  afage,  who  wifhes  nei- 
ther to  be  incommoded  by  want  jof  fpace,  nor 
incumbered  by  magnificence.  He  has  lead  out 
his  beautiful  garden  in  the  Englifh  manner ; 
but  with  a  degree  of  tafte  peculiar  to  him- 
felf.  Trees,  fome  fingle,  others  in  clufters, 
ornament  the  green  lawn  ;  through  which  .the 
.Duffel  meanders,  and  forms  a  cafcade.  High 
-palm  trees,  a  row  of  elms,  a  lake  encircled 
with  the  weeping  willow,  many  of  .the.  exotics 
•which  can  endure  our  climate,  and  a  charm- 
ing orange  grove,  exhaling  its  fweets  under  the 
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/    windows  of  the  houfe,  give  this  garden  a  de- 
lightful variety. 

Here,  in  focial  friendfhip,  the  heart  of  the 
deep  thinking  owner  expands.  Here  he  me- 
ditated, here,  under  trees  of  his  own  plant- 
ing, he  occafionally  wrote,  his  Woldemar, 
and  his  Allwill ;  obedient  to  the  friendly  dic- 
ates  of  the  mufe.  Here  he  lived  happy  with 
his  Eliza ;  and  here  he  wept  her  lofs.  Her 
pure  her  heavenly  fpirit  (Oh  !  who  can  doubt 
It  ?)  hovers  round  him  ;  and  infpires  his  charm- 
ming  fifters,  whofe  hearts  and  underftandings 
are  a  fource  of  confolation  to  him  ;  and  whofe 
fociety  he  finds  fo  delightful,  fo  indifpenfible. 
Here  too  his  brother,  breathing  the  infpira- 
tions  of  the  feeling  mufe,  wrote  fome  of  his 
moft  excellent  poems. 

To-morrow  we  depart  from  a  place,  where, 
inftead  of  a  week,  as  we  had  intended,  we  have 
remained  nineteen  days.  But  we  fhall  not 
leave  all  the  inhabitants  of  Pempelfort  behind 
us  :  at  our  entreaty,  Jacobi  permits  his  fon  to 
accompany  us  ;  and  the  pleafure  of  our  jour- 
ney will  not  be  leffened  by  his  fociety. 


LET- 
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LETTER  V. 

Frankfort  on  the  Main,  Auguft  7th  1 791, 

had  only  a  fhort  half  day's 
journey  from  Pempelfort  to  Cologne  ;  our 
road  lying  through  a  fruitful  and  well  culti- 
vated diftrid.  The  Duchy  of  Berg  appears 
to  me  to  owe  its  profperity  to  the  conftitution 
it  enjoys,  under  the  government  of  the  Elec- 
tor of  Bavaria,  and  to  the  induftry  of  its  in- 
habitants, more  than  even  to  the  goodnefs  of 
its  foil ;  which.,  from  excellent  cultivation,  is 
fo  produ&ive,  That  land  muft  be  light,  which 
one  horfe  can  plough.  The  horfes  and  cattle 
in  this  country  are  large  and  well  fed. 

Near  Muhlheim,  on  the  Rhine,  we  vifited 
the  grave  of  the  worthy  Thomas  Wiggen- 
mann.  He  died  young,  in  the  arms  of  his  dear 
friends;  and  Jacobi  has  written  a  beautiful 
epitaph  to  his  memory,  which  memory  will 
remain  facred  as  long  as  his  excellent  work,  on 
the  gofpel  of  Saint  Matthew,  fhall  be  read  ;  a 
work  calculated  to  calm  the  doubts  of  many 
worthy  fceptics.    Death  prevented  him  from 

C  4  com- 
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completing  his  labour.  His  abftracl:  of  tht 
phiiofophy  of  Mendelfohn  and  Jacobi  has 
characterized  -.him,  as  a  clear  and  deep 
thinker. 

At  Muhlheim,  we  crofied  the  Rhine  ;  and 
foon  arrived  at  Cologne.  This  ancient  and 
free  imperial  city  is  built  in  the  old  ftyle ; 
with  high  houfes,  and  narrow  ftreets. 

The  Gothic  Cathedral  is  beautiful,  in  its 
kind  ;  and  would  have  been  one  of  the  largefl 
in  Europe,  had  the  immenfe  work,  which  was 
interrupted  before  finimed,  been  completed. 
Its  grandeur  is  ftill  confiderable  ;  and  the  un- 
finimed  part  gives  a  pifturefque  appearance 
of  Gothic  ruins.. 

We  faw  a  noble  picture,  by  Rubens,  of 
Peter  on  the  crofs,  in  Saint  Peter's  Church  ; 
which  the  painter  prefented  to  his  native  city. 

You  know  the  ftory  of  this  apoftle  wifh- 
ing,  from  humility,  to  be  crucified  with  his 
head  downward.  This  gave  the  great  painter 
an  opportunity  of  displaying  his  genius  in 
what  may  be  called  the  terribly  beautiful. 
The  blood,  hurried  toward  the  head,  diftends 
the  veins  ;  and,  as  the  body  is  not  outftretched, 
it  is  bent,  and  forefliortened  ;  in  the  executing 
of  which  Rubens  has  difplayed  his  whole 

power, 
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/power.    The  mouth  of  the  fufferer  opens  in 
Inch  agony,  and  with  fo  much  truth,  that  it 
has  a  wonderful  appearance  of  reality.  Va- 
rious executioners  are  employed  around  him: 
one  of  whom,  with  a  fiend.-like  ferocity,  is 
driving  a  nail  through  his  foot ;  while  a 
Roman  foldier  holds  him  faft,  with  a  placid 
-diligence.    The  foldier's  countenance  would 
•befpeak  our  favour,  were  it  not  for  the  calm 
•manner  with  which  he  attends  to  his  horrible 
-office.    None  but  a  Roman  foldier  could  have 
hardened  his  countenance  to  fuch  an  iron 
ferenity.    We  feem  to  me  to  mifs  that  ani- 
mated participation,  and  heavenly  dignity, 
-which  mould  have  characterized  the  hovering 
angel  that  holds  the  palm  over  the  evangelical 
martyr. 

We  faw  a  beautiful  picture,  by  Le  Brun,  in 
the  houfe  of  the  Patrician  Jebbach.  It  repre- 
sents one  of  his  anceftors,  furrounded  by  his 
family.  Attached  to  each  other  as  they  mu- 
tually were,  the  painter  left  this  beautiful  mark 
of  his  friendfhip.  A  chamber  is  fet  apart  for 
the  picture  ;  to  which  ftfangers  are  always 
admitted.  A  noble  Simplicity  dignities  the 
•figures.  Le  Brun  painted  with  affection  ;  and 
gave  an  expreffion  of  gemieqefs  and  family 
concord  to  the  whole* 
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Is  it  true  that  our  anceftors  were  lefs  dim- 
pated  than  we  are  ?  Did  they  poffefs  a  more 
profound  and  capacious  calm  ?  Or  were  the 
painters  of  thofe  ages  fuperior  to  other  men  ? 
From  whom  did  they  learn  the  art  of  depict- 
ing fo  much  greatnefs  of  mind  ?  Their  very 
portraits  breathe  pure  ferenity.  Each  painter 
appears  to  me  to  have  formed  to  himfelf  ideal 
beings :  for  who  can  be  ignorant  that  thefe 
very  filent  ferious  and  mild  characters  are 
animated  by  the  nobleft  paflions  ?  Do  we  not 
find,  in  the  Greek  artifls,  the  very  extremes  of 
depth  of  thought  and  ardour  of  foul  ? 

It  is  the  fame  with  the  ancient  poets.  The 
dialogue  of  the  old  tragic  writers  will  fre- 
quently appear  cold,  becaufe  of  its  fimplicity; 
yet  with  what  real,  with  what  ardent,  paffion 
do  they  glow  !  What  a  pervading  tranquillity  ! 
what  a  benevolent  fimplicity !  yet  what  a 
ftreaming  fervour,  breathe  through  Homer 
and  (Mian  ! 

From  Cologne  to  Bonn  the  road  is  delight- 
ful ;  but,  after  we  had  paffed  the  latter,  nature 
affumed  her  higheft  charms. 

We  now  plainly  faw  the  feven  hills  ;  the 
fummits  of  which,  on  the  other  fide  of  Diif- 
feldorf,  had  gradually  feemed  to  approach. 

The 
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The  fertile  plains,  through  which  we  palled, 
abound  with  rich  vineyards,   and  beautiful 
orchards.  Mountains  were  towering  on  every 
fide.    Again  our  road  brought  us  to  the  high 
banks  of  the  noble  Rhine ;   beyond  which 
were  ftill  more  lofty  heights,  terminating  in 
the  rocky  fummits  of  the  feven  hills.  Now 
the  Rhine  was  (hut  up  between  the  mountains; 
and  now  the  valley  through  which  it  rolled  its 
waters  widened,  adorned  with  corn  fields  and 
various  fruits  ;  the  apple,  the  pear,  the  wal- 
nut, and  the  fpreading  vine.    The  hills  on  the 
left  fliores  of  the  Rhine  were  now  clothed 
with  vineyards,  and  now  fhaded  by  the  beech, 
the  afh,  and  the  oak.    On  the  oppofite  banks 
the  ripe  grape,  and  the  fportive  ivy,  variegate 
the  foot  of  the  feven  hills  ;  the  latter  winding 
up  their  rocky  fides.    Gn  fome  of  the  heights, 
the  ruins  of  old  caftles  are  feen :  in  other  parts, 
the  daring  hand  of  nature  projects  the  over- 
hanging fearful  cliff,  that  feems  to  brave  the 
fhock  of  time.    The  laft  of  the  feven  hills, 
which  is  called  the  Drachenjlein  (Dragon- 
ftone),  appears  to  be  the  largeft. 

As  we  approached  the  Rhino*  it  feemed  to 
have  become  confiderably  narrower.  We  fup- 
pofed  it  to  flow  over  a  deep  bed  of  rock ; 

but 
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but  we  foon  -perceived  that  the  trees,  on  the 
other  fide  of  this  leffer  current,  belonged  to  afi 
ifland  ;  behind  which  a  fecond  ifland  rofe  out 
-of  the  water  :  fo  that  the  mighty  river,  divided 
into  three  ftreams,  watered  and  fructified  fix 
-mores. 

There  was  a  Cloifter  of  Nuns,  called  Nonen- 
werth,  fituated  in  the  fecond  ifland  ;  in  a  kind 
of  Elyfian  grove.  Add  to  all  thefe  beauties 
the  pi&urefque  effect  of  light  and  made  ;  that 
here  glimmered,  and  there  fried  thick  night 
among  the  valleys :  while  the  hills  were  illu- 
mined by  the  full  glare  of  day.  Add,  too,  the 
cheerful  afpect  of  the  inhabitants  :  young  men 
chaunting  their  provincial  fongs  ;  and  maidens 
bringing  us  fruits  and  flowers,  in  their  clean 
wicker  bafkets  :  here  a  habitation  refounding 
with  dancing,  and  mirth  ;  and  there  a  wooden 
legged  village  mufician,  thrumming  his  man- 
doline, and  charming  himfelf,  and  his  hearers, 
with  a  flourifhing  fymphony  at  the  conclufioa 
of  each  flanza. 

As  we  approached  the -fin all  town  of  Rhein- 
magen,  we  met,  on  a  high  narrow  more  at  the 
•foot  of  aftill  higher  hill,  a  folemn  proceffion ; 
in  honour  of  Saint  Apollinarius.  The  prieft 
and  the  holy  red  banner  wTere  followed  by 

the 
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the  crowd,  finging :  boats  glided  along  the 
ftream,  each  bearing  its  own  enfign,  and  re- 
feunding  with  the  fame  chorus. 

We  fmiled,  when  we  were  told  that  thefe 
good  people  were  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  re- 
mains of  the  Saint ;  interred,  as  they  fuppofed, 
on  a  neighbouring  hill ;  for,  a  fortnight  be- 
fore, we  had  met  thefe  very  remains  in  a 
like  folemn  proceffion  at  Dufleldorf.  No 
wonder  that  thefe  two  communities  mould 
difpute  the  honour  of  porTeffing  the  Saint ; 
when  fo  lately  two  municipalities,  in  France, 
would  have  made  ferocious  war  on  each 
other,  for  the  remains  of  Voltaire ;  had  not 
one  taken  his  body,  and  the  other  his  heart. 

The  heart  of  Voltaire !  Oh  you  who 

laugh  at  the  fimplicity  of  the  peafants  of  the 
Rhine,  who  devoutly  chaunt  their  hymns  to 
the  memory  of  a  worthy  man  !  You  who 
(train  at  a  gnat,  and  fwallow  a  camel !  You 
who  cannot  forgive  the  fanaticifm  of  implicit 
faith  !  What  fay  you  to  an  affembly  of  legifla- 
tors,  that  decrees  a  niche  in  the  new  temple 
of  the  Gods  to  the  man  who,  while  he  lived, 
wandered  from  country  to  country,  refpecting 
neither  the  religion  nor  the  manners  of  any  of 
them  I  who,  in  his  Candide,  ridiculed  the  pro- 
vidence 
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vidence  of  God,  and  to  whom  virtue  was  i 
jeft*? 

Between  Rheinmagen  and  Andernach,  we 
beheld  the  majeftic  courfe  of  the  meandering 
Rhine ;  till  the  fight  was  loft,  in  the  impene- 
trable fhadows  of  the  valleys  that  lie  between 
the  feven  hills.  Belide  us  the  clear  light  of 
the  Sun  beamed  on  large  iflands;  bearing  corn, 
orchards,  and  vineyards.  Before  us  lay  the 
ancient  town  of  Andernach  ;  with  its  gothic 
walls,  and  towers.  We  might  have  arrived 
at  Coblentz  before  dark,  had  we  not  wiflied  to 
travel  at  our  eafe. 

Oh  Rhine!  He  that  with  precipitate  hafte 
can  empty  the  teeming  goblet  of  nature,  is 
unworthy  the  wealth  of  thy  ftream,  the  fer- 
tility of  thy  mores,  and  the  tranfports  that  thy 
vineyards  afford  !  Such  of  old  were  the  Thra- 
cians.    Barbarians  \  that  knew  not  to  honour 

*  Men  of  the  beft  hearts  and  understandings  are  lia- 
ble to  be  miftaken.  The  author  himfelf  is  here  an  exam- 
pie.  He  imagined,  while  writing  the  above  apoftrophe, 
that  he  wrote  in  the  fpirit  of  truth  and  benevolence.  How 
could  a  man  of  fo  much  thought  be  fo  unjult  to  the  in- 
tentions, or  to  the  virtue,  of  Voltaire  ?  who,  whatever  the 
prejudices  of  the  prefent  times  may  affirm,  was  one  of  the 
molt  devoted,  perfevering,  and  ineftimabkj  friends  of  the 
human  race.  T. 

3  gifts 
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gifts  like  thine  ;  nor  to  tafte  the  calm  and  full 
dignity  of  fuch  joys. 

As  we  determined  to  remain  all  night  at 
Andernach,  we  approached  the  fhore,  took  a 
boat,  and  were  rowed  between  high  hills  that 
were  clothed  with  hanging  vineyards.  The 
heat  had  been  great ;  and  the  air  on  the  wa- 
ter was  refreshing. 

*  The  hot  foot  of  the  hill  wafhed  by  the  cooling  wave*." 

We  faw  white  infe&s  in  fwarms,  fluttering 
in  the  evening  air  ;  and  in  fwarms  faw  them 
end  their  fhort  lives  in  the  ftream.  We 
paffed  Neuwied,  failing  between  rows  of  tall 
poplar.  As  the  wind  was  againft  us,  we  were 
obliged  to  traverfe  the  river,  from  fhore  to 
fhore,  till  we  came  to  Andernach  ;  the  prof- 
pecl  changing  every  moment,  and  every  mo- 
ment being  enriched  by  new  and  innumerable 
beauties. 

In  the  morning  we  continued  our  journey 
upon  the  Rhine,  about  as  far  as  we  had  failed 
the  evening  before.  We  then  left  it,  proceed- 
ing along  fpacious  roads  ;  and  fhould  have  re- 
gretted its  enlivening  fcenery,  had  we  not 
known  that  we  fhould  foon  again  behold  it, 
in  variegated  majefly. 


*  Klopftock's  Odes, 
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Half  a  league  from  Coblentz,  we  paffed  the' 
palace  of  Schonbornluft  •  where  the  fugitive 
brothers  of  the  King  of  France  then  refided. 
What  is  the  deftiny  that  awaits  this  good 
King  ?  who,  with  the  pureft  intentions,  and 
with  the  general  voice,  has  acquired  the  moft 
honourable  title  that  ever  was  given  to  Mo- 
narch !  that  of  the  reftorer  of  freedom  ! 

Coblentz  is  at  prefent  full  of  French  emi- 
grants: or  rather  appears  to  be  full  of  them  ; 
for  they  crowd  the  ftreets  in  parties,  and  hurry 
to  and  fro  ;  fome  in  carriages,  fome  on  horfe- 
back,  and  fome  on  foot ;  fo  that  their  num- 
bers feem  endlefs.  The  crofs  of  Saint  Louis 
is  at  every  button  hole.  They  have  bought 
horfes,  practife  equeftrian  exercifes,  and  cer- 
tainly encourage  the  expectations  of  each 
other  with  indefatigable  induftry ;  having 
formed  high  hopes  of  their  enterprife  againft 
the  National  AlTembly.  It  is  not  in  the 
character  of  the  French,  as  prefent  circum- 
ftances  demonftrate,  to  wait  the  change  of  for- 
tune which  time  might  bring.  Though  light 
as  the  cork,  they  would  rather  ftem  the  ungo- 
vernable fir  earn  than  flay  for  the  ebbing  tide  ; 
which  might  bring  them  fafely  to  fhore. 

When  the  intolerable  heat  of  the  day  abated, 

we 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  33 

we  took  a  boat ;  and  rowed  on  the  Rhine,  to 
view  the  town  and  the  Electoral  palaces, 
beautifully  built  in  the  Ionic  order,  on  the 
banks  of  the  riven  The  delightful  capacious* 
Mofelle  here  empties  itfelf,  into  the  more  de- 
lightful more  capacious  Rhine.  On  a  rock, 
on  the  oppofite  fide,  the  old  caftle  of  Ehren- 
breitftein  tower's :  while  higher  hills  crown 
the  diftant  mores  and  mountains  that  feem  to 
melt  away  in  the  horizon. 

We  continued  our  journey  by  the  fide  of  a 
fteep  hill  ;  and,  looking  behind  us,  contem- 
plated the  paradife  we  had  paffed  !  W e  be- 
held the  courfe  of  the  Rhine,  winding  be- 
tween its  high  banks.  Over  thefe  heights,  we 
faw  heights  ftill  greater  ;  with  fruitful  inter- 
vening valleys,  and  thick  forefts.  Between 
the  fhadows  which  the  mountains  caft,  we 
perceived  plains  that  were  more  fpacious ;  and 
the  extent  of  which  increafed,  as  they  were 
followed  by  the  eye.  They  were  enlightened 
by  the  rays  of  the  evening  Sun,  and  contrafted 
with  the  gloom  of  the  narrow  valleys,  and  the 
fliady  fide  of  the  mountains. 

The  fmall  town  of  Ems,  famous  for  its 
mineral  waters,  lies  in  a  deep  narrow  vale, 

Vol.  L  D  tjiat 
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that  is  watered  by  the  Lahn,  in  the  road  be- 
tween Coblentz  and  NafTau. 

On  that  fide  of  Ems  that  is  next  to  Cob- 
lentz is  a  fruitful  valley,  (haded  by  hills  and 
woods  ;  and  on  the  other  fide  of  it,  more  lofty 
trees  form  a  fpacious  walk,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Lahn,  for  the  recreation  of  thofe  who 
come  to  take  the  waters. 

Along  this  river,  and  between  the  moun- 
tains, lies  the  road  to  NafTau  ;  which  is  fitu- 
ated  in  a  fertile  valley,  and  furrounded  by 
rocks.  On  one  of  the  hills  ftand  the  very 
ancient  and  venerable  ruins  cf  the  caftle  of 
NafTau  ;  from  whence  that  famous  houfe  de- 
rived its  title. 

On  the  fame  hill,  but  lower,  are  the  re- 
mains of  another  caftle;  from  which  the 
family  of  Stein  took  its  name.  Thefe  old  ca- 
valiers, whofe  defcendants  Mill  hold  their  po£ 
feffions,  muft  have  had  a- good  underftanding 
with  their  mighty  neighbour ;  or  muft  have 
been  very  alert,  and  by  alliances  have  fecured 
themfelves  againft  his  power.  It  is  probable 
that  the  noble  art  of  plundering  was  common 
to  them  both :  but  who  can  fecure  to  him- 
felf  a  fair  divifion  of  the  booty,  in  treaties 

where 
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Where  the  tiger  hunts  in  company  with  the 
lion  ? 

Schwalbach,  and  Wifbaden,  both  celebrated 
For  their  mineral  waters,  are  feated  among 
thefe  mountains  ;  which  are  interfperfed  with 
fruitful  plains.  Therd  is  a  very  beautiful  pro- 
fpeft,  about  a  league  from  Wifbaden ;  from 
which  a  long  courfe  of  the  Rhine,  the  entire 
city  of  Mentz,  and  the  pleafant  iflands  that 
furround  it,  are  feen.  Mentz  is  two  full 
leagues  from  Wifbaden  ;  and  this  extenfive 
viewj  where  we  beheld  vineyards,  corn  fields, 
and  large  orchards  with  their  branches  weigh- 
ed to  the  earth  with  fruit*  afforded  us  great 
and  Unfeigned  pleafure. 

We  entered  the  ancient  arid  beautiful  city  of 
Mentz  over  a  wide  bridge  of  boats.  Though 
fo  much  nearer  to  its  fource,  the  Rhine  is 
more  fpacious  here  than  at  DuJTeldorf.  I 
counted  my  fteps  over  the  bridge ;  and  they 
amounted  to  feven  hundred  and  forty.  The 
palace  called  La  Favorite,  belonging  to  the 
Elector,  with  its  vaft  garden,  ftands  on  the 
ihore  whefe  once  the  old  Carthufian  mona- 
ftery  flood  ;  as  well  as  two  nunneries,  which 
have  been  demoliihed.  The  revenues  of 
I>  a  thefe 
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thefe  foundations  arc  paid  to  the  univerfity; 
and  are  dedicated  to  the  ufe  of  the  banifhed 
monks  and  nuns.  The  Elector  purchafed 
the  deferted  monaftery  from  the  univerfity ; 
which  poffelTes  about  four  million  of  florins  ; 
and  laid  out  an  ample  Englifh  garden  :  which, 
from  its  fituation  between  the  Rhine  and  the 
Main,  is  poffefied  of  beauties  that  none  but 
the  hand  of  nature  can  beftow.  When  the 
Carthufiaris  received  orders  to  quit  their  mo- 
naftery, an  old  monk  died  of  grief,  Thefe 
orders  were  given  by  the  firft  Archbifliop  of 
the  German  Empire. 

At  Mentz,  we  became  acquainted  with 
Count  Von  Stadion:  a  young  canon,  who 
certainly  has  verified  the  early  expectations 
that  were  formed  of  his  talents. 

A  Chapter  that  has  chofen  Dalberg  for  co- 
adjutor, and  which  has  long  been  accuftomed 
courageoufly  to  withftand  the  influence  of 
the  firft  powers  of  Germany,  merits  our 
efteem  ;  and,  as  good  Patriots,  we  are  led  to 
believe  we  (hall  not  be  miftaken  in  the  hopes 
to  which  it  has  given  birth. 

One  fine  evening,  we  were  rowed  to  the 
Tngeiheimer-Au ;  which  ifland  I  vifited  be- 
4  caufe 
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caufe  of  the  agreeable  hours  I  had  there  fpent, 
fixteen  years  ago,  in  company  with  my  bro- 
ther, GSthen,  Haugwitzen,  and  Klinger. 

Not  fo  far  from  the  town,  and  oppofite  to 
the  caftle  Biberich,  lies  another  iiland  ;  the 
Kurf  iirften-Au ;  which,  being  thickly  planted 
with  trees,  appeared,  as  wTe  rowed  paft,  to  be 
the  moft  beautiful. 

We  then  rowed  to  the  farther  end  of  the 
Rheinallee  ;  which  not  long  iince  was  planted 
befide  the  flream.  This  alley  confifts  of  two 
rows  of  the  linden  tree,  within  ;  and  two  rows 
of  poplar,  without.  Very  large  trees  had  been 
brought  hither  ;  which  muft  have  been  tranf- 
planted  with  great  art ;  for  their  beautiful 
forms  {hewed  that  the  axe  had  never  lopped 
their  branches.  The  largeft  trees  are  nearelt 
to  the  town. 

At  the  farther  end  of  this  alley,  which  is 
about  half  a  league  long,  feveral  canons  have^ 
with  great  expence  and  induftry,  cultivated  a 
light  fandy  foil,  and  turned  it  into  pafture- 
land  :  while  they  have  palled  by  and  neglected 
much  better  ground.  Thefe  expences  how- 
ever will  be  well  repaid  them,  in  the  fequef*>P 

All 

*  About  the  end  of  the  year  1792,  the  French  in  muj- 
<D  3  thud?* 
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All  the  parts  round  Mentz,  which  abound 
in  corn,  fruit,  and  wine,  probably  are  more 
indebted  for  thefe  produ&ions  to  the induftry 
of  the  inhabitants,  than  to  the  goodnefs  of  the 
foil  ;  which  is  light  and  fandy. 

The  parts  round  Frankfort  appear  to  me  to 
be  in  the  fame  predicament.  They  are  embel- 
lifhed  and  fructified  by  the  Main,  to  the  bene- 
ficent  waters  of  which  they  are  wholly  in- 
debted. 

A  part  of  Frankfort  is  well  built ;  efpecially 
the  principal  ftreet,  which  is  called  the  Zeiie. 

The  Jews,  who  are  numerous,  are  confined 
to  live  in  one  ftreet ;  which  is  very  long, 
narrow,  and  irregular.  Their  houfes  are  fepa- 
rated,  in  back  snd  front,  from  the  reft  of  the 
citizens  by  a  high  wall,  built  far  above  the 
firft  floor.  Every  evening,  about  ten  or  ele- 
ven o'clock,  both  ends  of  this  ftreet  are  fhut 
up ;  and  no  Jew,  without  particular  per- 
miflion,  is  fuffered  to  quit  this  prifon,  during 
the  time  of  divine  fervice  among  the  Chrif- 
tians. 

In  former  times,  thefe  perfecuted  people 
endured  intolerable  hardftiips ;  which  would 

titudes  overran  our  frontiers^  took  Mentz,  and  laid  wafte 
thefe  beautiful  fituation*. 

now 
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now  be  abolifhed,  did  not  the  rich  Jews  find 
the  afllftance  of  their  poor  brethren  highly 
ufeful  to  them  in  their  trade,  and  therefore 
make  p  reding  remonftrances  againft  any 
change,  which  would  be  fo  beneficial  even  to 
themfelves. 

The  Catholics  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of 
their  religion.  The  Lutheran  magiftraey, 
fome  years  ago,  by  application  to  the  Emperor 
Jofeph,  eftabllfhed  places  of  worfhip  for  thofe 
of  the  reformed  church  *;  two  of  which  have 
been  built,  for  the  German  and  French  com- 
munities, Before  this,  they  were  obliged  to 
perform  divine  fervice  half  a  mile  out  of 
town. 

It  was  truly  afHi&ing  that  an  imperial  city, 
not  poffefTed  of  chimerical  but  of  real  order, 
freedom,  and  equality  of  juftice,  mould  be 
fubjedt  to  the  reproach  of  that  degree  of  into- 
lerance which  limited  the  manner  in  which  its 
kind  and  good  citizens  mould  be  permitted  to 
$xercife  their  religion, 

*  Diffenters  from  the  Lutherans  5  or  Calvinifts.  T. 
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LETTER  VI. 


Karlfrqji,  Auguft  nth  nor. 

JL  HE  fandinefs  of  the  road,  between 
Frankfort  and  Darmftadt,  made  the  heat  of 
rhc  day  infufferable  :  but  we  refrefhed  our- 
felvcs,  on  the  way,  with  wine  of  this  years 
vintage.  Before  it  is  meliorated  by  time,  it 
is  very  acid ;  but  this  acidity  has  the  good 
quality  of  quenching  thirft,  more  effectually 
than  older  and  better  wine.  The  growth  of 
the  beft  Rhenifh  wine  is  limited  to  a  circle  of 
about  four  or  five  miles  round  Mentz :  that 
noble  wine  which  Klopftock  fo  poetically 
praifes. 

<c  Of  happy  German  temperament  art  thou  : 

ec  Warm,  but  not  inflaming ;  potent,  but  yet 

"  Not  drowfy  ;  and  fparkling,  yet  free  from  froth/* 

Other  kinds  of  Rhenifh  are  occasionally 
pkafant,  and  good  :  but  none  of  them  are 
equal  to  this,  in  the  mild  and  virious  glow 
which  it  communicates. 

At  Darmftadt,  we  went,  about  twilight,  to 
vjfit  the  beautiful  Englifh  garden  ;  which  par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly  pleafed  us,  by  the  number  of  its  large 
trees  :  efpecially  the  poplar. 

You  have  heard  of  the  vaft  Guard-houfe, 
which  is  here.  We  wifhed  to  fee  it ;  but  it 
was  fhut.  The  builder's  art,  in  erecting  the 
roof  without  fupports,  has  been  much  praifed. 
In  the  time  of  the  late  Landgrave,  who  was 
of  a  chilly  habit,  this  houfe  was  warmed  by 
fixteen  ftoves ;  which  were  moft  of  them 
near  the  centre.  The  foldiers,  {landing  round 
them,  have  frequently  fallen  down  in  a  fwoon. 
The  prefent  Landgrave  has  had  them  re- 
moved. 

On  the  8th,  we  pafled  the  celebrated  Berg- 
ftrafle  *;  that  extends  from  Darmftadt  to  Hei- 
delberg ;  which  is  one  of  the  moft  pleafant 
and  remarkable  roads  in  Germany.  It  is  feven 
miles  long ;  and  we  thought  it  progreffively 
beautiful,  as  we  approached  Heidelberg.  To 
our  left  lay  the  lofty  uninterrupted  chain  of 
mountains.  Oppofite  to  thefe,  the  Melibokus 
rears  its  head  ;  on  the  top  of  which  the  late 
Landgrave  built  a  white  watch-tower.  We 
had  feen  tru's  tower,  fome  rrjiles  before  we 

*  A  n&bk  chain  of  mountains,  fo  called.  T. 

came 
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came  to  Mentz.  It  may  be  feen  from  Pir-» 
macenz,  on  the  frontiers  of  Lorrain  ;  where 
this  Prince  often  refides. 

The  ruins  of  old  caftles,  built  in  the  feu- 
dal ages,  are  feen  on  the  other  mountains  ; 
and  the  mod  lofty  of  them  are  adorned  with 
forefts,  and  vineyards,  to  the  very  top.  Be- 
tween the  mountains  lie  plains  of  various  ex- 
tent :  the  productions  of  which  maintain  many 
towns,  and  villages ;  built  at  the  feet,  or  on 
the  fides,  of  the  hills* 

The  valleys  on  the  right  fide  are  equally 
fertile  ;  and  the  profped  is  at  one  time  broken 
by  diftant  blue  hills,  with  bold  and  projecting 
forefts,  and  at  others  diverfified  by  plains, that 
ftretch  themfelves  out  to  a  vaft  extent.  Thefe 
plains,  like  thofe  at  the  foot  of  the  chain  of 
mountains,  have  numerous  larj;e  walnut,  ap- 
ple, pear,  and  plum  orchards :  the  height  and 
beauty  of  which  are  by  no  means  equalled  in 
the  gardens  of  the  north  of  Germany.  The 
chefnut  and  the  almond  are  feldom  feen  here ; 
but  the  apricot  grows  to  a  great  height.  In 
this  mild  climate,  and  under  the  friendly  made 
of  foliage  thus  diverfified,  the  fertility  is  great 
and  various.    We  did  not  fee  the  country  in 
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^11  its  beauty;  for  the  harveft  was  over,  and* 
the  fields  were  ploughed  to  receive  the  next 
year's  feed. 

Beilde  the  common  kinds  of  grain,  the  far- 
mers here  cultivate  fpelt,  and  diinkel ;  one  of 
which  is  a  good  kind  of  rye,  the  other  a  va- 
riety of  wheat.  Between  the  rows  of  vine 
plants,  afparagus,  lettuce,  and  other  vegetables 
are  reared.  Every  kind  of  vegetable  grows 
in  common  here  with  various  grains ;  with 
trefoil,  lucerne,  hemp,  poppy,  tobacco,  plan- 
tations of  mulberry  trees,  and  maife,  which  we 
call  Turkifh  but  which  the  Palatines  call  Ita-^ 
Han  wheat.  The  poor  ufe  this  inftead  of  oats  : 
though  its  chief  confumption  is  to  feed  the 
pigs  and  the  poultry.  The  ears  of  millet, 
that  fall  uninjured  to  the  ground,  are  given 
to  the  horned  cattle  ;  which  are  generally  flail 
fed :  though  ftall  feeding  is  not  fo  univerfal 
but  that  large  droves  of  them  are  feen,  in  an, 
evening,  with  herdfmen  driving  them  home. 

The  fmalleft  furrows  in  the  fields,  and  the 
grafs  found  in  the  lanes,  as  in  Saxony,  afford 
them  pafture.  The  rofy  laffes  come  in  the 
evening,  with  their  fickles,  and  cut  this  grafs : 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fickle  is  common.  I  have 
feen  oats,  the  ftalk  of  which  was  not  ftronger 

than 
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than  ours,  cut  with  difficulty :  though  it 
might  have  been  mowed  with  much  greater 
eafe,  in  much  lefs  time,  and  with  lefs  lofs. 

The  wine  of  thefe  parts  is  called  Berg- 
ftrafsler  *.  It  is  cooling  ;  and  refembles  the 
fmall  kind  of  Rhenifh,  or  the  beft  wine  of 
Saxony. 

The  heat  was  very  great ;  and  we  put  up  at 
an  inn,  between  Weinheim  and  Heidelberg. 
It  was  a  holiday,  and  the  people  were  dan- 
cing. The  feflivity  of  the  fcene,  and  the  mu- 
fic  of  a  fait  box  and  a  village  fiddler,  enrap- 
tured our  poftillion  as  much  as  if  Oberon  had 
been  founding  his  horn.  Hot  as  he  was,  from 
the  fides  of  his  dripping  horfe,  he  chofe  his 
girl,  and,  in  a  circular  dance,  fwung  her 
round  with  might  and  main. 

I  have  feldom  enjoyed  a  glafs  of  country 
wine,  and  a  flice  from  a  holiday  loaf,  fo  hear-* 
tily  as  I  did  among  thefe  cheerful  happy 
people. 

Heidelberg  lies  behind  a  hill,  round  which 
we  travelled,  and  on  a  fudden  had  a  view  of 
the  beautiful  Neckar,  with  the  town  built  on 
its  banks.  Beyond,  mountains  are  fcen  :  Hei- 
delberg being  fituated  in  a  fmall  valley,  and 

*  Franconian.  TT 
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part  of  it  built  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  with 
the  old  caftle  much  above  it,  though  far  from 
the  top. 

I  recollected  the  beautiful  profpect  from 
the  caftle,  which  I  had  feen  fixteen  years  ago, 
with  great  pleafure.  We  climbed  the  hill,  in 
defpite  of  the  heat;  and  vifited  the  grand  and 
beautiful  ruins. 

The  old  Counts  Palatine  and  Electors  cut 
in  ftone,  after  the  ancient  German  manner* 
are  placed  in  deep  niches  between  the  win- 
dows. The  ftatue  of  a  female,  with  two 
young  children  in  her  arms,  reprefenting 
chriftian  love,  and  executed  in  a  much  fupe- 
rior  ftyle,  is  placed  in  a  niche  on  the  prin- 
cipal fa9ade.  The  countenance  of  the  wo- 
man  is  highly  characterized  by  dignity  and 
beauty. 

A  deep  moat,  planted  with  trees,  furrounds 
the  caftle.  A  large  part  of  one  of  the  vaft 
round  towers  is  fallen ;  and  lies  in  pictur- 
efque  ruins  on  the  fide  of  the  moat. 

There  is  a  garden  on  the  caftle  hill,  through 
which  various  trees,  in  wild  yet  pleafing  neg- 
lect, are  fcattered ;  among  others  a  large  Se- 
venbaum  *. 

*  Juniperus  Sabina, 

There 
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There  is  a  terrace  in  the  garden,  built  on 
the  fteepeft  part  of  the  hill,  from  which  is  one 
of  the  moft  captivating  views  in  all  Germany^ 
Here,  fkirted  by  the  foreft  clothed  hills,  w-e 
fee  the  Neckar  wind,  bathing  the  town,  lcfing 
itfelf  among  the  foliage  of  the  plains,  again 
appearing,  and  again  concealed.  On  thefe 
plains,  we  here  and  there  difcovered  lofty 
trees  ;  and  here  and  there  majeftic  woods,  and 
diftant  mountains,  mingling  with  the  horizon, 
and  concealing  the  fun  ;  which,  while  we  were 
there,  was  fetting  among  the  clouds*  We  loft 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  it  defcend  ;  but  not  that 
of  contemplating  the  glowing  welkin.  Stream- 
ing through  the  dark  mafs,  the  rays  fell  on 
the  diftant  hills,  gilding  them  with  their 
golden  tints  ; '  while  thefe  were  admirably  re- 
lieved and  heightened,  by  the  deep  blue  ot 
ftill  more  diftant  mountains. 

We  remained  on  the  terrace,  hoping  that 
the  fun  might  again  be  feen,  between  the 
hills  ;  but  twilight  approached,  thunder  was 
heard  afar  off,  the  lightning  played  upon  the 
oppofite  heights,  and  the  gathering  clouds  be- 
gan to  obfcure  the  heavens. 

We  lingered  here  fo  long  that  we  wer6  too 
late  to  fee  the  famous  tun  of  Heidelberg* 

con- 
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concerning  which  my  little  Erneft  has  fo 
often  queftioned  me.  The  people  who  ufually 
fhew  it  were  gone  home. 

"We  faw  a  ftone  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
with  the  child  Jefus  in  her  arms.  On  one 
fide  was  a  truly  catholic  Latin  infcription  :  on 
the  other  we  difcovered  a  no  lefs  remarkable 
German  diftich. 

Noch  ftein,  noch  bild,  noch  faulen  hier, 
Das  kind  und  mutter  ehren  wir  *, 

We  continued  our  journey  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  through  Bruchfal,  and  Durlach  ; 
and  arrived  here  in  the  afternoon.  The  ap- 
pellation Bergftraffe  f  very  properly  ceafes  at 
Heidelberg ;  where  the  uninterrupted  chain 
of  mountains  ends  ;  yet  this  road  is  character- 
ized by  the  fame  features.  Smaller  heights, 
moft  of  them  planted  with  vineyards,  lie  to 
the  left.  Both  fides  are  remarkably  fruitful. 
On  the  right,  the  valley  often  expands  ;  and 
is  fometimes  interfperfed,  and  at  others  ap- 
pears wholly  covered,  with  forefts  of  the  oak 

*  Neither  (lone,  nor  image,  nor  pillars,  but 
the  child  and  the  mother  we  honour. 

t  Sffeet,  or  chain  of  mountains. 

and 
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and  the  beech.  Beyond  thefe  forefts,  the  dif- 
tant  mountains  of  Lorrain  are  occafionally 
feen. 

Bruchfal  Is  a  well  built  town.  The  Bifhop 
of  Spires  refides  here,  in  a  beautiful  palace. 
There  is  a  large  fait  work  at  this  place. 

About  a  league  from  Durlach,  a  fmall 
brook,  rufhing  from  the  top  of  a  hill,  divides 
the  circle  of  the  Rhine  from  the  circle  of 
Swabia. 

The  manners  and  the  countenances  of  the 
people  of  Swabia  are  here  alike  diftincl:. 

About  a  league  of  the  road,  between  Dur- 
lach and  Karlfruh,  is  decorated  with  a  charm- 
ing row  of  Lombardy  poplars.  We  found 
thefe  rare  trees  beginning  to  be  frequent  at 
DiifTeldorf ;  and  the  farther  we  proceeded,, 
fouthward>  the  better  they  became. 


LETTER  VIL 

Karlfruh,  15th  Auguft  179*. 

TThE  very  day  we  came  here,  we 
hurried  to  the  houfe  of  SchlofTer.  About 
frxteen  years  ago,  when  he  was  High  Bailiff 

in 
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in  Emmedingen,  which  belongs  to  Baden,  I 
faw  him  for  a  fhort  time.  The  benevolence 
of  his  writings  had  long  excited  an  ardent 
wifh  in  me  to  meet  him  once  again.  The 
more  original  the  more  animated  a  man's 
works  are,  the  more  clear  and  the  more  pro- 
found are  his  thoughts  ;  and  the  more  ftrong 
and  flowing  his  fenfations,  the  more  certain 
we  may  be  that  the  man  is  more  excellent  than 
his  writings.  Whoever  is  of  a  fecondary 
order,  either  in  poetry  or  philofophy,  ex- 
haufts  himfelf  on  paper.  The  works  of  a 
compiler  are  always  fuperior  to  their  author  ; 
with  whom  I  have  no  wifh  to  be  acquainted, 
even  though  he  mould  collecT:  fomething 
valuable  for  my  amufement.  We  cannot  long 
ftand  to  admire  an  artificial  fountain,  where 
the  water  iffues  through  the  mouths  and 
breafts  of  dolphins  and  mermaids ;  though 
we  repofe  with  delight  at  the  bubbling  fource, 
and  under  the  cool  (hade  of  the  dripping  rocks 
where  the  ftream  firft  takes  its  rife.  Oh 
Klopftock !  Thou  mighty  river  of  our  age 
and  country,  how  often  have  I  been  ftrength- 
ened,  refrefhed,  and  inipired  with  new  life, 
by  thy  ftream :  which,  flowing,  full,  and  ex- 
Vol.  I.  E  hauftlefs, 
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hauftlefs,  dire&s  its  bold  courfe  to  the  ocean 
of  immortality ! 

You  will  ealily  imagine  the  joy  I  have  felt, 
at  meeting  both  Schlofler  and  the  poet  Jacobi ; 
with  whom  I  have  earneftly  longed  to  be  ac- 
quainted for  thefe  twenty  years.    Schlofler  is 
profeffor  at  Freiburg,  in  Brifgau  ;  and  comes 
here  during  the  vacation.     Alike  as  thefe 
men  are,  in  their  ardent  love  of  the  true  and 
the  beautiful,  yet  in  their  purfuits  they  are 
very  different.    The  liberal  difpaflionate  phi- 
lofopher,  who  with  the  torch  of  truth  expels 
the  darknefs  of  the  fophift ;  wTho  finds  him 
in  his  moil  hidden  recefles,  drags  him  to 
light,  and  with  attic  irony  expofes  his  ab- 
furdities ;   the  undaunted  man,  who  dares 
perform  the  duties  of  a  citizen,  and  cut  the 
gordian  knot  which  the  added  ignorance  of 
ages  has  rendered  all  but  impenetrable ;  this 
man  and  the  feeling  the  tender  poet,  wTho, 
from  early  youth,  has  wooed  the  mufe,  free, 
friendly,  and  fportive,  in  her  infpirations,  can 
neither  of  them  be  known  without  creating 
the  mod  lively  and  the  moft  ardent  emotions 
of  fympathy,  of  reverence,  and  of  love.  It  is 
a  general  and  a  facred  law  of  nature,  which 

binds 
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binds  the  ftrong'  to  the  weak  ;  the  daring  to 
the  lovely.  Is  it  not  this  law  to  which  the 
human  race  is  indebted  for  its  focial  ties,  and 
beft  enjoyments  ?  I  confider  the  friendship  of 
men  like  thefe  as  the  moft  blooming  of  the 
flowers  with  which  the  hand  of  God,  and  not 
fcantily,  has  interwoven  the  garland  of  life. 

The  Margrave  is  abfent,  on  a  vifit  to  the 
uplands  of  his  principality.  He  is  univerfally 
ranked  among  the  beft  of  the  princes  of  Ger- 
many. 

Counfellor  Bockmann  has  very  kindly 
fhewn  us  his  inftruments,  for  the  promoting 
of  mechanical  and  experimental  difcoveries  ; 
and  explained  their  ufes.  He  poffeffes  a  large 
aftronomical  clock,  conftru&ed  by  the  reve- 
rend paftor  Hahn ;  which  not  only  contains 
the  common  divifions  of  time,  but  has  like- 
wife  divifions  of  ten,  of  a  hundred,  and  of  a 
thoufand  years.  The  fpectator  contemplates 
with  pleafure  the  contrafted  quick  motion  of 
the  fecond  hand,  and  the  thoufand  year  hand  ; 
which  turns  on  a  fmall  dial  plate,  not  larger 
than  that  of  a  Parifian  watch.  The  progrefs 
of  the  latter  in  fifty  years  is  very  fmall ;  fo 
that  its  motion  is  imperceptible.  The  ten, 
hundred,  and  thoufand,  year  hands  are  not  a 
E  2  mere 
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mere  difplay  of  the  art  of  the  maker:  they 
are  of  great  ufe ;  for,  on  the  large  dial  plate, 
which  contains  all  the  leffer,  the  globes  are 
defcribed,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  ftars  de- 
noted: fo  that  the  hands,  by  their  combining 
motions,  difplay  the  variations,  pofitions,  and 
appearances,  of  the  earth  and  the  heavenly 
bodies. 

We  faw  a  watch  made  by  Mr.  Audi,  of 
Stutgard  ;  a  fehalar  of  the  minifter,  Hahn. 
He  is  only  fix-and-twenty  ;  yet,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  fom-e,  he  already  furpafles  his  matter. 
This  watch  contains  the  divifions  of  time, 
from  a  fecond  to  a  century.  On  the  oppofite 
fide,  on  a  clouded  azure  ground,  is  feen  the 
courfe  of  the  fun  and  the  moon,  with  its  nodes 
and  eclipfes.  The  artift  means  to  improve 
this  watch,  and  defcribe  the  courfe  of  Venus  ; 
as  a  morning  and  an  evening  ftar.  The  price 
of  the  watch  is  only  three  hundred  rix  dollars; 
which  is  but  about  half  the  fum  paid  for  an 
Englifh  time-keeper;  and  which  does  not  de- 
fcribe the  courfe  of  the  heavenly  bodies. 

This  artift  has  likewife  conftruded  an  arith- 
metical machine,  that  works  the  moft  difficult 
queftions,  with  incredible  expedition,  by  the 
aid  of  2b  comprehensive  table :  in  about  five 

hour& 
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hours  he  worked  all  the  fums  from  eleven 
times  eleven  to  one  hundred  and  fixteen  times 
a  hundred  and  fixteen ;  while  an  expeditious 
writer  could  fcarcely  copy  the  products  faft 
enough  *. 

"  Mr.  Auch  is  now  (1790)  five-and-twenty 
"  years  old ;  and  is  the  fon  of  a  peafant  of 
"  Wurtemberg.  When  a  child,  about  the  age 
"  of  four  or  five,  he  often  rofe  with  the  fun ; 
"  and  diligently  employed  himfelf  in  mecha- 
"  nical  purfuits.  He  conducted  water  through 
"  tubes  of  elder ;  dug  wel]s;  made  conduits  of 
"  quills ;  and,  about  his  fixth  year,  made  a 
"  pendulum  clock,  from  mingles,  with  a  kind 
"  of  Englilh  cogs  ;  which  would  go  tolerably 
"  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  In  his  tenth  year, 
"  he  wilhed  his  fchool-mafter  to  teach  him 
"  arithmetic :  in  which  requeft  he  was  not 
"  indulged.  At  eleven,  he  was  permitted  to 
"  ftand  in  a  corner,  while  the  teacher  heard 
"  the  other  fcholars  their  leffons ;  all  of  whom 
4<  he  foon  excelled,  and  was  often  cited,  by 
"  the  matter,  as  an  example ;  and  as  capable 

*  The  above  particulars,  and  what  follows,  of  his  life, 
are  to  be  found  in  an  eflay  by  Profeflbr  Bbckmann,  inferted 
in  the  firft  part  of  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Journal  der 
ftyfik9  publifhed  by  Dr.  Gren  profeflbr  at  Halle  1790. 

E  3  "of 
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"  of  working  funis  too  difficult  for  the  other 
"  pupils.  His  father  wimed  to  bind  him  ap- 
"  prentice  to  a  barber:  but  for  this  the  boy 
<c  had  no  inclination. 

"  At  laft,  he  was  brought  acquainted,  by 
"  his  own  paftor,  with  the  Reverend  Mr. 
u  Hahn ;  at  Kornweftheim,  near  Ludwigf- 
"  burg  ;  who  found  in  him  a  fcholar  as  apt  to 
"  learn  as  he  was  thankful  for  inftruction. 
"  He  afterwards  quitted  his  teacher,  and  re- 
"  fided  at  Vaifingen  ;  a  fmall  town  in  the  pro- 
"  vince  of  Wurtemberg ;  where  he  married, 
"  and  lived  highly  refpefted  for  his  talents 
-*c  and  his  morals.  He  employed  his  leifure 
hours  in  reading;  much  to  the  improvement 
"  of  his  heart,  and  understanding.  Aftrono- 
M  mical  knowledge  was  that  which  he  moll 
"  eagerly  endeavoured  to  acquire.  He  con- 
"  ftruded  a  meridian  line  for  himfelf,  with 
"  other  necelfary  aftronomical  inftruments ; 
"  and  began,  with  great  ardour,  to  obferve  the 
u  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies  :  proceeding 
"  to  draw  ingenious  plans,  to  iimplify  aftro- 
"  nomical  watches,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of 
"  the  univerfe." 

I  have  the  lefs  difficulty  in  fending  you 
thefe  anecdotes  of  a  living  artift,  becaufe  I 

think 
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think  it  highly  probable  that  this  young  man, 
who  has  already  difplayed  fo  much  genius, 
will  hereafter  make  very  valuable  difcoveries. 

Mr.  Bockmann  mewed  us,  among  other 
valuable  inftruments,  a  Wedgewood  Pyro- 
meter.   It  confifts  of  two  ftraight  pieces  of 
brafs,  fixed  nearly  parallel  to  each  other  upon 
a  flat  fcale  of  the  fame  metal.    There  is  a 
fpace  between  thefe  brafs  pieces  about  one 
Englifh  line  wider  at  one  end  than  at  the 
other ;  and,  the  whole  length  being  divided 
into  one  hundred  and  twenty  parts,  the  in- 
ftrument  becomes  a  gage  for  meafuring  to  the 
hundred  and  twentieth  part  of  a  line:  the 
line  being  the  twelfth  part  of  an  inch.  In 
the  ufe  of  the  Pyrometer,  a  cylinder  of 
porcelain  clay  is  expofed,  together  with  the 
fubjecl:  of  experiment,  to  the  fame  heat  of  a 
furnace ;  and  the  gage,  by  admeafurement  of 
the  greater  or  lefs  contraction  produced  in  the 
cylinder,  fhews  the  degree  of  temperature 
with  great  exactnefs,  to  the  utmoft  power  of 
a  melting  furnace.    Thefe  cylinders  have  ac- 
cordingly been  applied  to  the  practical  mea- 
furement  of  the  heat  of  furnaces  for  glafs  mak- 
ing, or  the  fufion  of  metals  :  a  difcovery  the 
E.  4  utility 
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utility  of  which  is  as  great  as  it  is 
evident. 

We  vifited  Mr.  Kolreuter,  the  famous 
Botanift;  who,  by  artificial  vegetation,  has 
fucceeded  in  producing  new  fpecies  of  plants. 
His  mode  is  neither  that  of  fowing  feed  nor 
of  tranfplanting :  but  by  planting  of  fhoots. 
It  is  remarkable  that  the  growth  of  this  new 
kind  of  vegetation  mould  be  greater  than  that 
which  we  have  fuppofed  to  be  the  natural 
growth :  perhaps  it  is  becaufe  that,  by  this 
method,  the  expence  of  fap  is  leflened.  By 
repeated  experiments,  he  has  no  lefs  fuccefs- 
fully  reduced  thefe  varieties  to  their  original 
form,  and  genus.  He  has  again  conducted 
them  through  their  different  gradations,  and 
again  and  again  fully  reftored  them  to  all  their 
original  powers,  and  properties :  bringing  back 
fome  of  them  to  the  male  kind,  and  others  to 
the  female. 

Tirefias  was  {truck  blind,  when  he  dar- 
ingly endeavoured  to  unfold  the  fecrets  of 
Venus.  May  we  not  expect  that  another 
Nemelis  fhall  purfue  the  man  who,  with  won- 
derful wifdom  and  paflionate  ardour,  has 
drawn  afide  the  veil  of  Nature  ? 

This 
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This  bold  and  difcreet  obferver,  who 
watched  the  Bees  at  their  employment,  and 
who,  by  placing  glafs  tubes  in  the  ambrofial 
cups  of  flowers,  robbed  them  of  their  fweets 
and  brought  forth  honey,  this  remarkable  man 
has  not  a  foot  of  land,  that  he  can  call  his 
own.  Not  one  of  the  great  men  of  Ger- 
many has  conferred  on  himfelf  the  honour,  or 
the  delight,  of  beftowing  a  garden  on  this 
fage  :  whofe  fcience  is  as  pleafant  as  it  is  abun- 
dantly beneficial. 

The  palace  garden  at  this  place  is  large, 
agreeable,  and  rich  in  exotics;  fome  of  which 
would  in  vain  be  fought  for  in  the  Linnsean 
fyftem :  and  thefe  are  pointed  out,  by  afte- 
rifms,  in  a  printed  catalogue. 

Karlfruh  is  regularly  built.  The  town  con- 
tains about  a  third  part  of  a  large  circle ;  the 
centre  of  which  is  the  palace.  The  ftreets 
are  at  equal  diftances;  and  terminate  in  the 
right  line  walks  that  lead  to  the  garden,  and 
the  wood  ;  forming,  with  thefe  walks,  the  half 
of  a  circle ;  and  having  the  appearance  of  a 
fpider's  web. 


LET- 
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LETTER  VIII. 

Ulm,  Auguft  19th  1 79 1. 

w  E  left  Karlfruh  on  the  1 6th.  Our 
road  led  us  back  to  Durlach ;  and  afterward, 
through  delightful  meadows,  to  Pforzheim. 
The  people  were  bufy  about  their  fecond  hay 
harveft.  In  thefe  fruitful  parts,  the  grafs  is 
three  times  mowed  each  feafon.  Their  paf- 
tures  muft  not  only  be  very  fruitful,  but  the 
hay  very  excellent;  for  its  odour  was  much 
ftronger  than  that  of  the  north  of  Germany. 
It  reminded  me  of  the  hay  harveft  in  Switzer- 
land. 

Pforzheim  lies  on  the  Ens,  in  a  very  plea- 
fant  valley.  In  the  territory  of  Baden,  the 
fertility  of  the  earth  and  the  induftry  of  the 
inhabitants  feem  to  vie  with  each  other. 

Wiirtemberg  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
lb  fruitful  by  far,  though  equally  well  culti- 
vated :  neither  are  the  roads  there  fo  charm- 
ing, as  in  Baden.  We  pafled  the  caftle  of 
Hohenafperg ;  in  which  the  Duke  has  kept 
poor  Schubart  imprifoned  for  thefe  ten  years, 
no  man  knows  why:  although  he  was  enticed 

to 
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to  quit  Ulm,  in  which  free  imperial  city  he 
was  fettled;  and  although  he  was  bom  a 
Burgher  of  the  imperial  city  Aalen. 

We  vifited  the  military  academy  in  Stut- 
gard.  The  Emperor  Jofeph  the  Second  in- 
verted it  with  the  privileges  of  a  univerfity. 
In  the  upper  clafs,  the  fciences  that  appertain 
to  the  four  faculties  are  taught.  The  number 
of  tutors  is  a  hundred  and  forty-three.  In- 
ftruclion  is  amply  communicated  ;  and  few 
feminaries  equal  this,  either  in  fcholaftic  or 
military  fcience. 

Whether  a  dignified  fpirit  infpires  the 
whole  ?  Whether  true  humanity  finds  its  way 
into  the  halls,  and  chambers  of  the  ftudents  ? 
And  whether  a  military  education  be  pro- 
moted in  the  beft  manner  ?  are  queftions 
which  all  who  vifit  this  univerfity  mull  a(k. 
The  cuftom  of  giving  each  ftudent  a  cartel  of 
the  faults  he  has  committed,  which  he  is  to 
fhew  the  Duke  when  he  vifits  the  academy, 
who  dictates  whatever  punifhment  he  thinks 
proper,  appears  to  me  to  be  very  pernicious. 
And  the  more  fo  as  the  youth  keeps  this  me- 
morandum for  weeks  ;  till  the  fum  of  his 
offences  brings  upon  him  afevere  punifhment. 
May  not  this  tend  to  embitter  his  temper?  Or 

make 
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make  him  cowardly ;  perhaps  melancholy ; 
perhaps  fhamelefs? 

We  faw  two  hundred  and  feventy-five  boys 
and  youths  eat  in  a  fpacious  hall.  Why  is 
there  a  feparation  made,  at  the  table,  between 
the  fon  of  the  citizen  and  of  the  noble  ?  It  is 
not  wife  to  oblige  youth  to  remark  the  ine- 
quality of  rank,  before  they  have  learned  to 
diftinguiih  the  harmony  which  this  inequality 
produces.  By  thefe  means,  youth  eafily  adopt 
the  pernicious  opinion  that,  being  better  born 
than  others,  they  are  better  men. 

Four  young  princes  eat  at  a  feparate  table. 
Eight  fcholars,  in  reward  of  their  good  con- 
duct and  afTiduity,  eat  and  fit  without  diftinc- 
tion  of  rank  at  another  table.  Does  not  this 
regulation  itfelf  likewife  tend  to  nourifh  the 
pride  of  birth  ?  Is  not  that  averfion  which  the 
citizen  is  fo  apt  to  conceive  againft  the  noble, 
and  which  is  no  lefs  injurious  than  the  arro- 
gance of  high  birth  itfelf,  thus  increafed  ? 
The  marks  of  diftinction  too,  called  orders, 
which  thefe  eight  youths  wear?  Woe  to 
that  education  which  excites  a  defire  of  that 
which  true  philofophy,  and  dignity,  teach  us 
to  defpife ! 

Day  fcholars  included,  the  number  of  ftu- 

dents 
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dents  Is  about  five  hundred.  Nearly  three 
hundred  board  in  the  houfe  ;  and  aim  oft  one 
half  of  them  at  the  Duke's  expence.  The  pay 
for  the  others  is  fmall :  two  hundred  florins 
for  boys  of  eight  years  old  ;  live  hundred  for 
thofe  of  fifteen  and  upward  ;  and  the  inter- 
vening ages  in  proportion. 

They  are  well  maintained,  well  fed,  and 
well  clothed.  Their  uniform  is  blue,  with 
black  trimmings.  They  are  daily  obliged  to 
bathe  in  the  garden,  which  is  large  and  ihady, 
in  fummer ;  and,  in  winter,  in  a  capacious 
houfe  bath.  Each  fcholar  has  a  fmall  plat  of 
ground  to  himfelf.  The  collection  in  natural 
hiftory  is  a  good  one;  and,  if  the  ftudents 
defire  it,  they  have  able  mafters  to  inftrudt 
them  not  only  in  the  fciences  but  in  the  arts : 
and  feveral  good  painters  and  engravers  have 
been  educated  here. 

We  vifited  the  Solitude  ;  a  country  feat  built 
by  the  Duke.  The  way  is  pleafant:  it  lies  up 
a  fteep  hill,  leaving  the  town  below  in  the  val- 
ley, furrounded  by  vineyards,  and  orchards  ; 
and  then  leads  through  a  beautiful  forefty 
where  the  tame  but  proud  flag  is  feen  grazing. 

The  palace  and  the  garden  are  fituated  in  a 
place  which  was  formerly  a  wildernefs.  Tra- 
vellers 
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vellers  are  not  admitted  into  the  palace  ; 
though,  as  they  pafs,  the  glafs  doors  of  the 
ground  floor  are  open.  An  old  tapeftry,  about 
an  ell  broad,  is  thrown  over  crofs  laths,  within 
the  door,  to  prevent  entrance;  and  the  travel- 
ler is  left  with  that  curiolity  excited  which  the 
guide  refufes  to  gratify.  You  may  well  fup- 
pofe  we  proceeded  no  farther  than  the  firft 
door. 

There  is  a  large  terrace  in  the  front  of  the 
palace  ;  from  wThich  the  view  is  extenfive. 
Some  fay  that  fixty-eight,  others  that  eighty- 
two,  towns  and  villages  may  be  feen  from  it, 
through  a  telefcope.  This  profpedt  is  defi- 
cient in  water. 

The  garden  is  very  large  ;  but,  in  the  laying 
of  it  out,  art  rather  than  good  tafte  has  been 
confulted.  The  trees  have  been  left  to  their 
own  growth :  the  fhrubs  are  cut  in  ftraight 
walks  in  all  directions ;  and  are  overgrown 
by  high  hedges,  as  if  it  were  to  conceal  their 
miferable  condition. 

The  orangery  confifts  of  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred trees,  moft  of  them  very  large.  Without 
doubt,  were  they  planted  in  a  valley,  with  a 
fouthern  afpect,  they  would  be  more  beautiful. 
The  genius  of  conftraint  is  every  where  per- 
ceptible. 
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ceptible.  Their  branches  are  forced  and  bound 
in  all  directions  :  fo  that  the  appearance  of 
each  tree  is  that  of  a  round  ball,  on  the  top  of 
a  high  pole. 

We  were  {hewn,  with  great  triumph,  a 
large  pine  tree;  round  which  netting  was 
thrown,  to  a  confiderable  height,  as  a  cage  for 
the  birds.  They  might  have  procured  them- 
felves  this  pleafure  with  an  aviary  formed  of 
lefs  trees  :  but  this  pine  muft  be  brought  hi- 
ther, at  great  expence;  the  earth  entirely 
round  its  root,  and  drawn  in  a  waggon  by 
eighteen  pair  of  oxen;  which  waggon,  when 
the  tree  was  tranfplanted,  was  buried  under 
the  root.  I  own  I  fhould  have  left  this  place 
in  a  very  ill  humour,  had  not  I  perceived,  be- 
hind a  high  clipped  hedge,  fome  lofty  oaks  ;  to 
which  we  repaired. 

This  place  is  called  the  Five  Oaks :  but  of 
one  there  are  now  no  remains;  and  of  another 
little  more  than  the  root.  Such  monuments 
of  antiquity  deferve  to  have  their  legends ;  and 
there  is  fomething  unufual  in  the  hiftory  of 
this  latter  tree. 

During  the  autumn  of  the  year  1 755,  when 
the  earthquake  happened  at  Lifbon,the  ftorm 

that 
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that  accompanied  It,  which  was  felt  over  all 
Europe,  blew  one  of  the  oaks  down  ;  though 
its  roots  were  entangled  with  the  others.  The 
three  that  remain  are  the  fineft  trees  I  ever 
faw  :  two  of  them  bear  deep  and  honourable 
marks  of  the  lightning  on  their  bark;  though 
it  did  them  no  farther  harm.  All  the  three 
are  flourifhing ;  and  may  well  have  defied  a 
thoufand  autumnal  ftorms.  At  the  time  wThen 
the  garden  was  laid  out,  a  fcaffold  for  dancing 
was  built  from  the  topmoft  arms  of  thefe 
trees.  But  this  is  falling  to  decay.  How 
quickly  have  thefe  giants  of  the  foreft,  which 
ftorms  and  tempefts  could  not  conquer,  over- 
come this  petty  mockery  ! 

For  fome  years,  this  place  has  been  neglect- 
ed. The  Duke's  attention  was  foon  drawn 
from  it,  by  his  new  plans  for  Hohenheim. 
However,  it  has  coft  large  fums  ;  and  will  coft 
ftill  more.  Hohenheim  is  not  fhewn  to 
ftrangers  :  at  lead  not  when,  as  at  prefent,  the 
Duke  is  abfent.  Neither  foreigners  nor  na- 
tives muft  fee  it,  without  a  fpecial  permiffion. 

We  left  Stutgard  early ;  and  in  the  evening 
reached  Ulm.  The  roads  of  Wurtemberg  are 
excellent.  This  day's  journey  was  very  plea- 
5  .  fant. 
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fant.  We  travelled  all  morning  befide  the 
Neckar;  through  diftricts  as  fertile  as  they 
were  delightfuh 

The  fmall  imperial  town  of  Efslingen  lies 
on  this  river ;  which  waters  a  beautiful  valley 
that  abounds  in  green  paftures,  tall  fruit  trees, 
and  fruitful  fieldSt  The  Neckar  wine  of  thefe 
parts  is  very  good.  Woddy  hills  furround  the 
vale  \  and,  at  a  diftance^  the  fummits  of  that 
chain  of  mountains  which  is  called  Rauhe 
Alp,*  and  which  is  a  part  of  the  Swabian  Alps, 
are  feem  We  afterward  faw  thefe  hills  ap- 
proaching to  the  right ;  and  other  feparate 
mountains  on  the  left :  while  the  light  played 
on  the  churches,  and  the  ruins,  which  we 
perceived  on  the  latter. 

Among  thefe  hills,  Hohenftaufen  rifes,  in 
circular  beauty,  to  the  eye:  reminding  the 
German  patriot  of  its  noble  antiquity.  This 
was  the  cradle  of  our  Kings  and  Emperors, 
from  the  Swabian  line:  a  line  equally  re- 
nowned in  hiflory  for  its  genius,  its  courage, 
and  its  misfortunes.  Near  Gifslingen,  we 
travelled  two  leagues  over  thefe  hills ;  which 
we  long  faw  behind  us :  but,  our  road  lying 


*  The  rugged  Alps.  T. 
Vol,  L  •  F  through 
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through  a  deep  rocky  valley,  we  loft  fight  of 
them. 

From  this  valley,  the  road  conftantly  a£- 
cends ;  till  we  arrive  at  Ulm.  How  much 
higher  mull  the  fource  of  the  Danube  be  than 
that  of  the  Rhine  !  How  many  provinces  muft 
it  water,  before  it  arrives  at  the  fea  f 

When  we  were  a  few  leagues  from  Ulm, 
we  perceived  the  Glaciers  of  Switzerland ; 
which  can  frequently  be  feen  tq  the  diftance 
ef  forty  leagues :  but  the  iky  in  that  direction 
was  cloudy. 

We  fpent  a  day  at  Ulm,  in  company  with 
my  friend  Miller ;  with  whom  I  had  lived  a 
year  at  Gottingen,  and  whom  fixteen  years 
ago  I  had  vifited  here  with  my  brother.  After 
ages  will  admire  and  love  the  noble  fimplicity 
of  his  poems;  and,  in  them,  the  excellent 
heart  of  the  poet.  My  grandchildren  fhall 
tell  their  playfellows  they  were  written  by 
the  man  I  had  the  happinefs  to  call  my  friend. 
He  mewed  us  the  Danube,  with  its  fertile  and 
lofty  fhores,  from  the  ramparts* 

From  this  place,  eighteen  years  ago,  I 
turned  a  wiftful  look  to  the  funny  glaciers  of 
Switzerland  ;  which  I  had  juft  left.  I  now 
once  more  faw  them  from  the  ramparts; 

and 
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and  likewife  from  the  tower  of  the  cathe- 
dral. 

This  cathedral,  as  well  for  its  fize  as  for 
the  height  of  its  gothic  towers,  is  one  of  the 
largeft  in  Germany.  From  thefe  towers  the 
courfe  of  the  Danube  may  be  traced,  to  a  great 
diftance.  This  river,  though  fo  far  from  the 
ocean,  has  a  chara&er  of  greatnefs ;  which 
(hews  it  to  be  the  firft  river  in  Europe. 


LETTER  IX. 

Lindau,  oil  the  Lake  of  Conftartce, 
Auguft  2 ill  1 791. 

We  left  Ulm  early  yefterday  ;  pro- 
teeding  at  firft  along  the  Danube,  till  we  faw 
its  junction  with  the  Iller.  During  the  whole 
day's  journey,  the  lofty  Pufberg  was  in  view; 
iand  we  pafled  through  parts  that  were  gene- 
rally fruitful,  but  not  remarkable  for  their 
beauty.  Right  before  the  imperial  town  of 
Biderach,  a  lovely  valley  drew  our  attention. 

Some  leagues  from  the  fmall  imperial  town 
of  Ravenlburg,  we  yefterday  evening  faw,  in 
F  2  the 
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the  faint  and  dark  fhades  of  the  diftant  hon-» 
zon,  the  high  tops  of  the  mountains  of  Swit- 
zerland. 

We  early  left  the  vineyard  heights,  that  fur- 
round  the  beautiful  valley  which  lies  to  the  right 
of  Ravenfburg  ;  and,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
right  lake  of  Conftance,  faw  the  hills  of  Bre- 
genz  :  beyond  which  lay  the  much  higher 
fummits  of  the  diftant  glaciers.  The  profpecl; 
aftonifhed  me.  It  is  true  I  had  before  feen 
the  high  eft  mountains  of  Switzerland  ;  and 
yet  the  furprife  wras  fo  great  that  I  feveral 
times  doubted  whether  I  did  not  miftake 
clouds  for  mountains.  How  deep  is  the  im- 
preffion  wThich  thefe  fublime  beauties  of  nature 
leave  behind  them  ! 

We  changed  horfes  at  Tetnang  ->  an  Auf- 
trian  diftric"t,  wrhich  was  worthily  for  fome 
time  the  refidence  of  Angelica  Kaufmann* 
This  excellent  artift  is  a  native  of  a  fmall  town 
in  the  foreft  of  Bregenz  ;  which,  wrhile  it 
enjoys  great  freedom,  is  under  the  protection 
of  Auftria. 

Travelling  from  Tetnang  through  forefts 
and  meadows,  the  profpecl:  fuddenly  became 
more  extenfive,  We  beheld  the  lake  of  Con- 
ftance approaching,  and  faw  the  mountains  of 

Bregenz, 
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Bregenz,  and  likewife  thofe  of  Tyrol,  Appen- 
zel,  and  Glaris,  crowned  with  eternal  fnow. 
We  travelled  amid  continual  vineyards  and 
orchards :  perceiving  before  us,  and  on  our 
right,  a  profpect  of  fertility  that  infpired  the 
moft  heartfelt  fatisfa&ion.  This  profpecl:  was 
wonderfully  "heightened  by  the  beams  of  the 
morning  fun  ;  caft,  in  different  directions,  like 
tranfparent  veils  ;  of  which  no  perfoa.  can 
form  any  idea  who  has  not  feen  the  large  lakes 
of  Switzerland,  with  their  furrounding  moun- 
tains. The  clearnefs  of  the  water,  on  which 
the  fun  fhone,  the  fnowy  heights,  and  the 
white  welkin,  were  contrafted  with  the  mid- 
night fhadows  of  the  cteep  valleys  and  cliffs. 
We  continually  approached  the  charming  lake 
till  we  came  to  the  long  beautiful  bridge,  which 
is  three  hundred  and  fifty  paces  over,  and 
which  unites  the  well  built  fmall  imperial 
town  of  Lindau  with  Terra  firma. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  went  upon  the  lake  of 
Conftance :  the  largeft  in  Germany,  and  indu- 
bitably one  of  the  moft  beautiful  in  Europe. 
Our  landlord  took  us  to  the  houfe  of  a  Burgo- 
matter  of  this  little  republic ;  from  the  win- 
dows of  which  we  had  a  view  of  the  whole 
lake.  Hence  we  perceived  the  rifing  fummits 
F3  of 
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of  the  mountains  of  Tyrol,  Appenzel,  ancj 
Glaris ;  the  profpe£t  extending  to  the  rocky 
fortrefs  of  Hohentwiel  in  "Wtirtemberg.  Lord 
Baltimore,  after  he  had  travelled  over  a  great 
part  of  the  earth,  lived  fome  months  in  this 
houfe.  He  kept  a  failing  boat ;  and  perhaps 
found  here  more  of  the  fublime  and  beau- 
tiful, and  with  them  more  true  enjoyment, 
than  he  had  ever  before  met  with  in  all  his 
travels. 

In  the  dufk  of  the  evening,  we  walked  upon 
the  bridge  ;  delighted  with  the  charming  ha- 
bitation of  our  friend,  and  with  our  own  fen- 
fations  ;  and  determined,  if  the  wind  mould 
favour  us  on  the  morrow,  to  fail  to  Conftance. 

We  mail  remain  there  fome  days  :  for,  as  I 
lately  fang,  in  the  beauteous  vale  of  the 
Neckar,  near  Efslingen-  

Where'er  my  pilgrim  feet  would  ftray, 
I  while  the  lingering  hours  away. 
My  former  pleafures  back  I  bring, 
On  Memory's  fwift  and  boundlefs  wing  : 
She  builds  me  temples ;  where,  full  well, 
The  frolic  Mufes  love  to  dwell : 
(Rapacious  while  the  fons  of  care 
Tormented  hurry,  here  and  there) 
Inrr.pt  I  lie,  bound  by  their  magic  fpell.  . 

Oh, 
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•Oh,  welcome  be  my  happy  doom  ! 

The  flowers  of  youth  (till  round  me  bloom  j 

While  the  maturing  mid-day  fun, 

Glowing  and  bright,  is  coming  on. 

With  teeming  fruits  he  fprcads  my  board  : 

Let  me  enjoy  the  precious  hoard  \ 

Give  my  unbridled  Fancy  room 

For  prefent  joys,  and  joys  to  come  ; 

By  genius  gather'd,  and  by  wifdom  ftor'd ! 

But  fleeting  pleafure  will  not  flay ! 

Then  be  my  life  an  April  day  ; 

Skirted  with  clouds,  of  hope  and  fear : 

And  now  a  fmile,  and  now  a  tear : 

This  mild  ;  that  melting  ;  full,  yet  bright  ; 

Such  as  the  flowing  heart  delight  \ 

With  purple  ting'd,  and  edg'd  with  gold, 

So  (hall  thefe  clouds  their  wealth,  untold, 

Pour  on  my  head,  and  blefs  me  in  their  flight ! 

The  Gods  behind  their  azure  (kreen 
Are  hidden,  now  ;  and  now  are  feen  t 
What  time  the  jocund  Hours  advance, 
And  round  them  throng,  in  myttic  dance. 
For  dancing  Hill  the  Hours  fhail  come  $ 
On  me  (hall  fmile  ;  on  me  {hall  bloom  ! 
They  and  the  tiptoe  Sports  are  mine  ; 
The  Pleafures  ;  and  the  Mufe  divine  ! 
The  lovely  Mufe,  that  makes  my  cot  her  home  ! 

Free,  yet  domellic,  as  a  Dove  j 
Now  cradled,  like  an  infant  Love  ; 
And  now  on  earth  •,  and  now  in  air  ; 
She  flutters  here,  and  flutters  there  ! 

F4 
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Lo  how  the  jocund  Mifchief  fmiles  ! 

But  mark  her  pranks,  her  whims,  and  wiles  < 

In  wanton  warfare,  playful  flrife, 

She  fpins  the  golden  thread  of  life, 

And  with  eternal  antics  every  care  beguiles  ! 


LETTER  X. 

Conftance  or  Koitnitz,  24th  Auguft  1792. 

Th  E  day  before  yefterday,  we  were 
informed,  at  Lindau,  that  the  wind  was  unfa- 
vourable. We  journeyed  by  land  to  Morfburg, 
which  is  fituated  befide  the  lake  ten  leagues 
from  Lindau.  Here  the  waters  of  the  Arge, 
which  empties  itfelf  into  the  lake,  were  put  ; 
fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  go  round,  fre- 
quently lofing  fight  of  the  lake,  and  as  often 
furprifed  by  its  re-appearance.  Whenever  we 
looked  toward  S  witzerland,  we  faw  the  moun- 
tains. Our  road  continually  lay  through  large 
orchards  ;  and  among  forefts  of  pines.  On 
every  height,  we  faw  the  valley  and  the  lake 
tjelow  covered  with  the  vine,  with  the  apple, 

and 
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and  the  walnut  tree.  The  barberrybufh*, 
with  its  red  berries,  and  the  beautiful  lily-' 
coloured  crocus,  which  with  us  only  grow  in 
gardens,  are  here  found  wild  ;  as  like  wife  is. 
the  poifonous  nightihade. 

You  know  I  am  no  botanift,  but  I  paflion- 
ately  love  plants ;  and  it  gives  me  great  plea- 
fure,  when  I  difcover  fome  of  them  growing 
wild,  which,  with  us  in  the  northern  provinces 
of  Germany,  are  obliged  to  be  carefully  reared. 
On  our  journey  between  Miinfter  and  Pern- 
pel  fort,  we  faw  the  tall  red  digitalis,  or  Fox 
glove,  which  in  our  province  only  grows  in 
gardens. 

In  the  fmall  imperial  town  of  Buchhorn, 
we  changed  horfes ;  and  proceeded  by  the 
fide  of  the  lake  to  Morfburg,  the  feat  of  the 
Bifhop  of  Conftance. 

At  Morfburg,  we  were  rowed  over  the  lake 
to  Conftance  ;  and,  as  the  wind  was  unfavour- 
able, we  were  three  very  pleafant  hours  on 
our  pafTage.  Oh  that  I  could  communicate  to 
you  forne  fmall  idea  of  the  beauties  of  the 
lake!  It  is  about  feventeen  leagues  long;  and 

+  Barbaritzen  biifche— I  fuppofe  it  to  be  barberry 
bufti  \  though  this  bufli  grows  wild  in  the  hedges  of  Eng- 
land. T. 

from 
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from  three  to  five  broad  :  and  the  clear  green 
tranfparency  of  its  waters,  with  the  change- 
able afpect  of  its  fhores,  give  a  combination  of 
charms  to  its  profpects  which  are  feldom  feen. 
The  mild,  fertile,  and  gently  rifing  fhores 
of  Swabia  are  adorned  with  three  imperial 
towns;  Lindau,  Buchhorn,  and  Ueberlingen : 
befide  the  little  town  of  Morfburg,  with  va- 
rious villages,  hamlets,  abbeys,  and  mona- 
fteries. 

The  Tvrol  mountains  lie  in  a  circle  to  the 
fouth  eaft,  in  the  form  of  a  half  moon  ;  fcarce- 
ly  leaving  room,  on  a  fmall  flip  of  land,  for 
the  little  town  of  Bregenz:  on  both  fides  of 
which  their  feet  advance  far  into  the  lake,  and 
their  fummits  rife  to  the  clouds. 

The  populous  fhores  of  Switzerland  are 
more  fteep  and  grand,  than  thofe  of  Swabia. 
Behind  them  tower  three  fucceffive  rows  of 
mountains ;  oppofite  to  each  other,  as  if  in 
order  of  battle ;  and,  by  their  various  direc- 
tions, divide  the  Cantons  of  Switzerland  and 
the  county  of  Tyrol  from  each  other.  The 
artillery  of  heaven  repofes,  with  awful  threats, 
upon  their  cloudy  fummits.  Between  them 
lies  the  Rheinthal*,  through  which  the  mod 

*  Rhine  valley.  T. 

beautiful 
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beautiful  river  in  Germany  takes  Its  courfe, 
and  pours  its  waters  into  the  lake ;  whence 
more  voluminous  they  again  purfue  their  way. 
The  Alpftein,  a  rocky  mountain  of  the  can- 
ton of  Appenzel,  rifes  in  all  its  terrors ;  here 
and  there  covered  with  fnow,  and  often 
emerging  from  among  the  vagrant  clouds,  but 
feldom  entirely  vifible.  More  diftant,  and 
ftill  more  lofty,  more  daring,  and  more  fteep, 
are  the  mountains  of  the  canton  of  Glaris. 
If,  while  the  Alpftein  delights  yet  terrifies  the 
imagination,  you  would  here  repofe,  fuperior 
promontories  again  attract  your  attention ;  ancj 
thefe  dp  but  conceal  the  ftill  higher  glaciers, 
which  cannot  be  feen  from  the  lake. 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  half  inclined  to 
prefer  this  lake  to  all  the  lakes  of  Switzerland. 

I  fay  to  them  all :  for,  fixteen  years  ago,  I, 
my  brother,  and  Haugwiz,  travelled  on  foot 
over  the  thirteen  cantons,  the  country  of  the 
Grifons,  the  Italian  ftates,  the  Valais,  Neuf- 
chatel,  and  (Little  Miihlhaufen  excepted, 
which  is  furrounded  by  Alfatia)  all  the  pro* 
vinces  on  the  confines  of  Switzerland  ;  vifit- 
ing  all  the  principal  lakes  of  this  noble 
country  to  the  number  of  four-and-twenty. 

The  north  weft  fide  of  the  lake  of  Con- 

ftance 
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fiance  is  divided  into  two  parts,  by  a  broad 
flip  of  land.  They  are  called  the  lakes  of  Zell, 
and  of  Ueberlingen ;  after  the  little  town  of 
Ilatolfszell,  or  Zell,  and  Ueberlingen  i  though 
they  are  a  part  of  the  principal  lake  ;  except 
that  the  lake  of  Zell  communicates  only  with 
the  lake  of  Conftance  by  the  courfe  of  the 
Rhine.  Each  of  thefe  fmall  lakes  is  adorned 
with  an  ifland. 

Yefterday  in  the  afternoon,  we  went  to 
the  Switzerland  more  ;  which  is  only  half  a 
quarter  of  a  league  from  Thor :  then  pro- 
ceeded two  leagues  on  the  lake  of  Zell,  and 
landed  on  the  fmall  ifland  called  Reichenau  ; 
which  appertains  to  Swabia.  Here  is  a  rich 
benedicline  abbey  5  under  the  government  of 
the  Bifhop  of  Conftance.  It  vaunts  of  its 
antiquity,  of  the  honour  of  pofiefTmg  the  body 
of  Charles  the  Fat,  of  numerous  relics,  and  of 
an  emerald  which  is  an  ell  long,  about  half 
as  broad,  and  of  nine-and-twenty  pounds 
weight.  The  monks  fay  it  was  a  prefent  from. 
Charlemagne.  Whether  this  pretended  eme- 
rald be  a  piece  of  green  glafs,  of  vitrification, 
or  of  fpar,  I  leave  the  naturalift  to  determine. 
I  would  as  willingly  believe  in  their  relics  as 
in  their  emerald, 

Although 
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Although  the  monk  who  conducted  us  did 
not  appear  quite  lb  certain  of  the  laft  as  cf 
the  firft,  he  ftill  fpoke  of  the  precious  ftone, 
as  well  as  of  the  relics,  with  awful  amaze- 
ment. He  difcovered  fome  doubts  of  the 
nobility  of  the  emerald  ;  yet  was  fo  ignorant 
as  to  make  conjectures  concerning  the  fhell 
fifh,  by  which  in  his  iuppofition  it  was  engen- 
dered. The  precious  jewel  was  valued  by 
him  at  three  millions.  He  did  not  forget  to 
detail  the  poverty  of  the  monaftery.  We 
willingly  left  him, and  paffed  through  orchards 
and  vineyards  over  a  hill,  from  which  we  had 
a  fine  profpecl.  The  wine  of  Reichenau  is 
thought  to  be  the  beft  produced  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  this  lake. 
'  We  paffed  over  from  the  ifland  to  Arenen- 
k  berg,  on  the  Switzerland  fide,  in  the  diftri£t 
of  Thurgau  ;  which  belongs  to  the  eight  old 
cantons.  This  hill  is  not  high,  but  pleafant 
from  its  beech  woods,  its  rivulet,  which  fprings 
from  a  rock,  and  its  charming  profpecl:.  The 
fun  was  fetting,  and  we  had  a  view  of  the 
lake  of  Zell  and  Reichenau. 

Had  not  the  fortrefs  of  Hohentwiel,  two 
Auftrian  hills,  and  the  vineyards  of  the  ifland, 

undeceived 
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undeceived  us,  we  might  have  imagined  otir« 
felves  near  the  lake  of  Ploner  in  Holftein. 

The  owner  of  the  hill,  and  of  the  houfe  oil 
its  fummit,  is  a  Major  in  the  imperial  fervice  ; 
who  ferved  in  the  feven  years  war,  and  has 
now  retired  to  Switzerland,  there  peaceably 
to  enjoy  himfelf  in  freedom.  He  was  not  at 
home.  The  friendly  manner  in  which  his 
fervants  invited  us  to  enter,  took  us  to  the 
window,  {hewed  us  the  profpeft,  pointed  out 
the  winding  rivulet,  and  ferved  us  with  fruit, 
were  good  proofs  of  the  hofpitality  of  Major* 
von  Streng,  the  owner. 

In  the  morning,  we  went  to  vifit  the  Coun- 
cil-houfe  ;  where  we  were  (hewn  the  arm 
chair,  in  which  the  Emperor  Sigifmund  and 
Pope  Martin  the  Fifth,  of  the  family  of  Co- 
lonna,  fat*.  We  then  vifited  the  place  where* 
in  1415,  John  Hufs,  and  two  years  afterward 
his  friend  Jerome  of  Prague,  who  was  at  firft 
more  timid  but  who  became  no  lefs  cou- 
rageous, were  burnt; having  firft  well  defended 

*  Cox,  in  his  Swiflerland,  fays  John  the  XXIIId.  It 
might  be  either,  or  both  :  for  John  was  depofed  and  Mar- 
tin ele&ed,  by  the  Council  of  Conftance,  in  141 7  *,  wherd 
they  both  then  were.  T. 
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the  caufe  for  which  they  fuffered,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  affembled  priefts  and  princes. 
We  faw,  in  a  houfe,  as  we  came  back,  the 
effigies  of  John  Hufs,  carved  in  ftone,  wTith 
the  date  of  the  year,  141 5.  Perhaps  he  lived 
in  this  houfe,  when  the  Emperor  granted  him 
a  paffport  to  condud:  him  fafely  to  Conftance. 

It  is  a  noble  figure  :  wifdom  and  love  beam 
in  the  heaven  directed  eye.  The  counte- 
nance denotes  no  arrogance,  but  on  the  con- 
trary that  benevolent  fortitude  with  which, 
as  Hufs  approached  the  ftake,  he  told  his 
lordly  perfecutors  he  would  perfevere  in  the 
truth  to  death.  The  lines  of  the  face  are  ex- 
preffive  of  the  filent  affliction  he  felt,  at  the 
decline  of  the  church.  The  form  of  the  lips 
feems  to  denote  that  ferenity  of  mind  which 
he  pofTeffed  at  the  ftake,  when,  to  the  old 
woman  who  took  up  a  firebrand  that  fhe 
might  have  iome  part  in  the  execution  of  a 
heretic,  he  fmiling  exclaimed,  Ob  fanfta  fim- 
plicitas  I 

Conftance,  or  Koftnitz,  is  one  of  the  oldeft 
cities  in  Germany.  It  was  a  free  imperial 
city,  was  in  alliance  with  the  Dukes  of  Auftria, 
was  often  obliged  to  take  part  with  the  Con- 
federates, and  was  again  brought  back  to  its 
6  former 
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former  alliances  under  the  Emperor  Maximi> 
Han,  John  Hufs  and  Jerome  of  Prague  were" 
burned  here  ;  although,  a  hundred  years  after- 
ward, it  was  one  of  the  firft  to  declare  in 
favour  of  the  doctrines  of  Luther.  The 
reformed  religion  was  certainly  taught  here 
in  15 19;  two  years  after  Luther  had  begun 
to  preach  againft  indulgences.  Under  the 
pretext  that  it  had  oppofed  the  bitciim^  it  was 
put  under  the  ban  of  the  Empire  ;  and  became 
the  feat  of  war  in  the  year  1546.  In  the  year 
1548  it  went  over  to  the  Archduke  Ferdinand* 
the  brother  of  Charles  V:  refigning  itfelf,  but 
with  referve  of  its  rights  and  privileges,  to 
the  Archhoule  of  Auftria.  Accordingly  it 
was  relieved  from  the  ban  of  the  Empire  ; 
and  flattered  itfelf  that  the  reconciliation  was 
fincere  :  but,  the  year  following,  Ferdinand 
took  pofleflicn  of  it,  in  his  brother's  name, 
and  compelled  the  citizens  to  do  homage. 

The  Empire  exerted  itfelf,  in  behalf  of  this 
city  ;  and  the  Mates  of  Swabia  loudly  protefted 
againft  the  Emperor's  conduct :  but,  after 
many  deceitful  proceedings,  the  Emperor 
obliged  the  alfembly  of  the  ftates,  at  the  Diet 
of  Augfburg  in  the  year  1559,  to  leave  him 
in  pofleflion  of  the  place.    The  Proteftants 

continued 
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continued  to  fly  ;  and,  after  the  time  of  the 
four  year  council,  during  which  the  city  was 
at  great  expence,  its  trade  was  neglected,  and 
it  was  much  aggrieved,  it  loft:  its  freedom  and 
has  gradually  declined. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  went  to  the  ifland  of 
Meinau  ;  which  is  a  full  league  from  this 
place,  lying  between  the  lake  of  Conftance 
proper  and  the  lake  of  Ueberling.  It  is  fix 
hundred  paces  from  the  more ;  and  is  itill 
more  pleafant  than  the  ifland  of  Reichenaiu 
It  feems  to  rife  like  a  little  hill  out  of  the 
water ;  and  is  covered  with  trees,  vineyards, 
and  corn  fields.  A  great  part  of  the  lake  of 
Conftance  is  overlooked  here  ;  and  when,  by 
its  winding,  it  efcapes  the  eye,  the  heights  on 
its  fhores  are  feen.  Over  thefe  the  fteep 
Alpenftein  here,  as  in  Lindau,  upright  appears 
to  tower. 

A  gentle  breeze  fprung  up ;  and,  at  a  dis- 
tance, the  lake  feemed  white  and  Tefplendent 
like  a  mirror  ;  its  greqn  waves  warning  the 
fhores.  This  fmall  ifland  contains  all  that 
man  could  wifh.  The  defire  of  living  here, 
apart  from  the  world  and  its  turmoils,  was 
excited  in  a  very  lively  degree. 
Vol.  I.  G   BUc 
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 Illic  invcre  vcllemy 

Ojlitus  Jlultorum,  oblhnfcendus  et  Wis  t 

Forgetting  all  that  fools  can  grve, 
By  fools  forgotten,  let  me  live. 

The  oblitus  mcorum  of  Horace  (forgetting 
my  friends)  does  not  coincide  with  my  feel- 
ings ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  amiable 
poet,  who  only  in  a  moment  of  mifanthropy 
could  have  faid  this,  would  have  approved 
of  my  re  ad  in  <r. 

J  o 

On  our  return  over  the  long  wooden  bridge 
from  the  ifland,  we  faw  the  fun  go  dowrny 
concealed  by  the  woody  mores  of  the  lake  of 
TJeberling ;  while  we  occasionally  caft  a  look 
at  the  large  lake  behind  us.  The  Alpenftein 
glowed  with  the  beams  of  evening ;  the 
mountains  of  Claris  were  gilded  with  pure 
gold  ;  and  the  hills  of  Tyrol,  fhaded  with 
dark  grey,  fhed  deep  night  over  the  plains- 
beneath.  The  lefTer  hills  gradually  difap- 
peared  ;  while  the  more  lofty  feemed  to  hover 
in  the  air,  like  fo  many  gigantic  phantoms. 

We  took  our  leave  of  the  lake,  and  of  the 
furrounding  mountains,  where  we  had  re- 
mained four  days.  I  am  convinced  that  fen- 
fations  of  mild  regret  are  beneficial  to  the 
heart.    The  young  fledged  birds  beat  their 

wingSy 
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wings,  and  flutter  in  the  neft,  before  they 
take  flight.  We  mortals  are  but  in  the  neft  : 
but  the  empyrium  is  in  view,  and  we  flutter 
and  clap  our  anxious  wings. 

Oh  Pfyche  I  How,  imprifon'd,  doft  thou  pant ! 
How  ftrike  thy  pennons !  How,  'mid  hopes,  and  doubts^ 
And  fmiles,  and  tears,  doft  thou  perceive  the  darknefs 
Of  thy  kno  wledge,  the  languor  of  thy  joys  1 
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Zurich,  26th  Auguft  179 1. 

IHE  day  before  yefterday,  with  the 
rifing  fun,  we  left  Conftance ;  and  paffed 
over  the  bridge  of  the  Rhine.  The  fartheft 
mountains  rofe  more  vifible  than  on  the  fore- 
going days.  The  people  of  Swabia  and  Swit- 
zerland fay  that,  when  mountains  are  thus 
feen,  they  expecl:  ftonns,  or  rain.  Proceeding 
to  the  lake  of  Zell,  we  had  a  view  of  all  the 
mountains  that  overlook  the  lake  of  Con- 
ftance. Before  us,  at  the  diftance  of  fome 
leaguevS,  lay  the  three  feparate  mountains,  Ho- 
G  2  hentwiel, 
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Iientwicl,  Hohnkreg,  and  Hohenftoffel  ;  and 
beyond  all  of  Tyrol.  We  likewife  very  clearly 
faw  a  chain  of  the  Glaciers  ;  which,  we  were 
told,  were  in  Italy  ;  but,  by  their  direction, 
they  appeared  to  me  to  lie  beyond  the  lakes 
of  the  four  WaldftSdfe,  in  the  canton  of  Lu- 
cerne, or  in  the  canton  of  tJri.  The  high 
fortrefs  of  Wurtemberg,  Hohentwiel,  was  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  the  road,  as  we  went  to 
SchafFhauferu  Prifoners  are  kept  in  this  for- 
trefs, as  in  that  of  Hohenafperg. 

About  a  league  before  we  came  to  Schaff- 
liaufen,  we  faw  the  Rhine  in  the  valleyy 
among  woody  fhores,  ftrongly  courfing  its 
clear  waves  of  emerald  green,  after  having 
refrefhed  itfelf  in  the  lake  of  Conftance.  The 
top  of  a  hill,  in  the  foreft  over  this  ftream, 
divides  the  German  Empire  (there  no  longer 
German)  from  Switzerland  half  a  league  be- 
fore we  come  to  ScharFhaufen.  No  longer 
German  I 

No  ! — By  the  facred  waves  of  the  Rhine3 
which  rifes  among  the  mountains  of  our  more 
free  allies  ;  and  which,  watering  the  plains  of 
the  Batavians,  lovers  of  liberty,  empties  itfelf 
in  the  fea  ;  No  :  our  brethren  of  thefe  hills, 
and  our  brethren  of  thofe  plains,  are  no 

longer 
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longer  German;  becaufe  they  would  no  longer 
endure  the  yoke  of  tyranny.  We  contemplate 
them  .with  refpect :  yet  may  they  never  forget 
their  origin  !  We  caft  a  retrofpective  look  of 
admiration  over  their  dark  valleys,  with  a 
hope  that  the  time  may  come  when  the  clouds 
that  envelop  our  own  hills  fliall  difappear. 
Here  and  there,  where  and  when  it  (hall  be 
neceffary,  may  the  mountains  be  viable  !  If 
they  portend  ftorms,  they'likewife  portend  fer- 
tility. But  oh,  never  may  Germany,  like 
France,  miftake  the  brand  of  exterminating 
difcord  for  the  fire  of  heaven  !  With  fuch  a 
deluge  may  her  parched  plains  never  be  fer- 
tilized ! 

The  Rhine  near  Schaff  haufen  is  very  beau- 
tiful, and  flows  over  beds  of  rocks.  In  former 
times,  there  certainly  were  warehoufes  here, 
for  merchandize  brought  down  the  ftream  ; 
from  Bunden,  Lindau,  Gonftance,  and  other 
parts.  The  goods  were  unloaded  here,  be- 
caufe of  its  vicinity  to  the  fall  of  the  Rhine. 
From  thefe  the  town  took  its  name.  In  the 
Switzerland,  Swabian,  and  Aultrian,  dialeds^ 
the  word  Schaffen  fignifies  to  buy  and  fell. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  vifited  the  fall  of  the 
Rhine.  Oh  that  I  could  give  you  an  idea  of 
Q  3  this 
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this  fpeSacle  !  But  defcription,  imagery,  re- 
collection itfelf,  all  fink  under  the  talk.  I  faw 
it  three  times ;  and  my  aftonifhment  at  the 
laft  time  was  as  great  as  at  the  firft.  It  amazed 
me  now,  when  a  man,  as  much  as  it  had  done 
when  I  was  a  youth. 

I  appear  to  have  faid  fomething,  and  yet  I 
have  faid  nothing,  when  I  relate  that  the 
broad  ftream,  among  bold  cliffs,  overgrown 
with  trees,  collects  its  waters  in  a  prodigious 
mafs  ;  which,  though  difturbed,  here  and  there 
rifes  in  circles  of  tranflucent  green  ;  and,  with 
thundering  din  and  raging  impetuofity,  di- 
viding itfelf  into  three  unequal  cataracts, 
dailies  headlong  againft  the  rock  below  :  that 
daringly  refifts  the  ungovernable  fury  of  the 
torrent !  Daring,  and  dignified  ;  yet  not  un- 
chaftized  :  as  the  deep  cavities  in  its  bed,  and 
its  perforated  fides,  too  plainly  fnew. 

On  the  loweft  of  thefe  high  fhores,  to  the 
right  of  the  waterfall, in  the  territory  of  Schaff- 
haufen,  ftands  a  thread  mill.  Oppofite  to  this, 
in  the  diftridt  of  the  canton  of  Zurich,  and  on 
a  very  high  rock,  the  caftle  of  Laufen  is  built. 

A  ftranger  is  firft  taken  befide  the  thread 
mill,  where  he  is  fuddenly  furprifed  ;  and  his 
aftoniihment  pleafingly  yet  terribly  excited. 

He 
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He  Is  then  led,  by  a  fmall  winding  path  round 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  to  a  circular  bafon  of  the 
ftream  ;  and,  being  there  placed  oppofite  to 
the  waterfall,  he  learns  that  the  cataract,  at 
which  he  has  been  amazed,  is  formed  only 
by  the  mores  and  a  rock  that  projects  out  of 
the  ftream,  which  conftitutes  about  a  fifth 
part  of  the  waterfall. 

Here  he  perceives  the  whole  ftream  com- 
preffed  between  its  rocky  mores  and  three  in- 
fulated  cliffs.  He  is  then  taken  into  a  fmall 
boat,  paffes  the  cataract  on  the  dancing  waves, 
and  is  landed  on  the  fide  of  Zurich,  Here, 
below  the  caftle  of  Laufen,  is  a  fcaffolding 
built  over  the  waterfall.  You  are  obliged  to 
wait  fome  fhort  time,  till  a  fmall  door  is 
opened  ;  the  key  of  which  is  kept  in  the  caftle  £ 
ftanding  immediately  ever  the  ftream,  and 
Hftening  to  its  thunder.  You  then  look  down 
upon  the  terrific  gulph.  The  imagination, 
overpowered,  is  dreadfully  perfuaded  that  it 
fhal!  be  hurried  into  the  deep.  No  polfible 
idea  can  be  formed  of  the  force  of  the  water  ; 
or  of  the  refiftlefs  violence  with  which  it 
nifties.  The  poet  Lenz,  ftanding  here,  ftruck 
his  thigh,  and  exclaimed,  Hier  ift  eine  Waf- 
ferholle  * ! 

*  Literaily  :  Here  is  a  water  hell. 

G  4  After. 
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After  a  fall  thus  rapid,  the  water  is  pro- 
jected back  to  a  great  height ;  forming  a 
cloud,  white  and  denfe  as  the  fmoke  of  & 
forge,  which  conceals  all  beyond  it.  Every 
bum  on  the  rocky  mores  is  dripping  :  when 
the  fun  mines,  the  colours  of  the  rainbow  play 
in  the  froth  and  the  rifmg  vapours. 

No  fpectacle  of  nature  ever  fo  fixed  and 
feized  upon  my  mind  as  this.  My  Sophia 
trembled,  and  turned  pale.  My  young  fon 
gazed,  in  filent  admiration,  at  the  ftream  ;  for, 
the  clouds  of  fpray  concealing  all  around,  it 
was  the  only  vifible  object.  We  flood  mo- 
tionlefs  ;  in  a  fearful  yet  holy  trance.  I 
feemed  as  if  I  intimately  felt  the  prcefens  nu- 
men  :  the  divinity,  prefent  and  active.  While 
recollecting  the  manifeft  omnipotence  of  God, 
I  was  overpowered  with  the  fenfation  of  his 
all  merciful  love.  It  appeared  as  if  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  paffed  before  me  ;  and  1  fearcely 
could  forbear  falling  on  my  face  and  ex-* 
claiming — Oh  Lord  God,  how  gracious  and 
benevolent  art  thou  \ 

We  ha;I  proceeded  a  confiderable  way  on 
our  return  before  wre  broke  filence.  It  was 
not  till  our  ftrong  feelings  began  to  cool  that 
wre  had  a  tranfient  recollection  of  the  philo- 
fopher,  who,  while  beholding  the  fall  of  the 
2  Rhine, 
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Rhine,  afked,  with  cold  apathy,  "  Of  what 
utility  is  this  ?"  A  philofopher  will  anfwer, 
when  a  fage  will  be  filent :  a  philofopher  may 
likewife  queftion,  when  a  fage  will  be  filent*. 
Man,  my  good  fir,  lives  not  on  bread  alone. 
He  has  more  dignified  wants.  While  with 
trembling  rapture  he  glances  at  nature  in  all 
her  greatnefs,  he  can  connect  the  utility  of  a 
thread  mill  with  the  fublimity  of  a  ca- 
taract. 

We  yefterday  morning  left  Schaffhaufen. 
This  town  was  firft  admitted  into  the  league 
of  the  confederates  in  1501  :  before  this,  it 
was  an  imperial  town,  whofe  burghers  had 
ever  been  bold  and  ardent  in  the  caufe  of 

*  Our  traveller  fpeaks  from  the  fullnefs  of  his  heart; 
and,  as  before,  his  intention  is  certainly  excellent :  but 
he  forgets  that  diftindtions  like  thefe,  where  there  is  no 
real  difference,  have  a  tendency  to  irritate  men,  who  are 
already  too  much  difpofed  to  be  angry.  Till  lately  the 
word  philofopher  fignifled,  not  indeed  a  perfect,  but  a 
wife  and  a  virtuous,  man  :  a  fincere  and  undaunted  in- 
quirer after  truth.  Why  ftigmatife  him  now,  as  the  re- 
verfe  of  the  fage  ?  Is  the  fage  perfect  ?  Has  the  fage  lefs 
fortitude,  lefs  fincerity,  than  the  philofopher  ?  The  author 
did  not  mean  this :  yet  furely  this  is  what  he  infmuates.. 
He  is  hirnfelf  a  philofopher,  or  a  fage  :  but,  like  other 
philofophers,  or  fages,  he  is  now  and  then  fubjecl:  to 
iniilake.  T. 

freedom. 
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freedom.  Its  conftittition  is  a  mixture  of  arife 
tocracy  and  democracy.  John  M tiller,  the 
great  hiftorian  of  the  confederates,  who  to  dig- 
nity of  feeling  and  a  clear  underftanding 
added  unufual  ftrength  of  ftyle,  was  born  a 
citizen  of  Schaffhaufen.  Sparing  in  words, 
original  in  the  turn  of  his  phrafe,  and  full  of 
his  fubjecl:,  he  richly  rewards  the  reader; 
who  can  follow  his  compreffed  though  occa- 
fionally  heavy  periods.  Were  I  condemned 
for  my  fins  of  authorihip  to  criticife  a  work 
of  fo  much  worth,  the  pen  would  drop  from 
my  hand. 

Trippel,  the  celebrated  fculptor  at  Rome, 
is  likewife  a  burgher  of  Schaffhaufen. 

Once  more,  before  we  began  our  journey 
in  the  morning,  we  vifited  the  fall  of  the 
Rhine  ;  and  were  once  more  amazed  at  the 
grandeur  of  the  fpe&acle.  It  is  really  of  that 
nature  that  the  oftener  it  is  feen  the  ftronger 
is  the  impreffion  it  makes. 

About  noon  we  arrived  at  Egliflau.  This 
municipal  town  of  the  canton  of  Ztirich  is 
fituated  in  a  fmall  valley,  on  both  fides  of 
the  Rhine  ;  which,  winding  firft  among  nar- 
row rocks,  purfues  its  rapid  courfe  in  a  right 
!inca  rolling  its  green  waves  among  leafy  hills, 

'  till 
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till  it  again  takes  a  curve,  and  again  concealed 
by  the  rocks  is  loft  to  the  eye. 

The  little  town  of  Egliflau  is  uncommonly 
pleafant ;  its  houfes  denote  the  a&ive  bene- 
volence of  freedom.  The  whole  taxation  of 
the  citizens,  an  inconfiderable  rent  excepted, 
confifts  in  the  tythes  of  their  corn  and  wine. 
Thefe  tythes  effeduaily  amount  to  the  tenth 
of  the  produce ;  and  are  collected  in  kind ; 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy,  and  the 
municipal  officers.  They  originated  in  the 
church  tythes,  which  were  abolifhed  at  the 
%  Reformation  ;  when  the  magiftracy  took  upon 
itfelf  the  fupport  of  the  fchools  and  clergy. 

The  fame  beneficent  marks  of  profperity 
which  diftinguifh  the  town  are  vifible  in  the 
country.  The  people,  well  fed,  well  clothed, 
laborious,  and  cheerful,  live  in  roomy,  clean, 
and  airy  houfes.  Their  fields  have  the  appear- 
ance of  gardens ;  by  which  they  are  the  more 
ftrikingly  contrafted  with  the  wild  beauties  of 
furrounding  nature. 

As  we  travelled  through  them,  we  fuddenly 
perceived  the  pleafant  town  of  Zurici  .  built 
in  a  fruitful  valley;  and  likewife  the  river 
'  Limmat  and  the  lake.  From  the  window  of 
©ur  inn,  we  law  the  Limmat  ifluc  from  the 

lake 
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lake :  on  the  other  fide  of  which,  beyond  a 
double  row  of  mountains,  ftill  higher  moun- 
tains rofe. 


LETTER  XIL 

Zurich,  2d  September  179  iT 

We  have  now  been  here  eight  days  : 
of  which  eight  days,  oh,  how  much  have  I  to 
fay  !  After  an  abfence  of  fixteen  years,  I  have 
again  feen  our  friends;  Lavater,  Hefs,  and 
Pfenninger.  Are  they  entirely  what  they 
were  ?  No  :  not  entirely.  The  river  at  its 
mouth  grows  larger,  and  more  mighty.  Wine 
every  year  becomes  more  potent,  and  mild  : 
the  goodnefs  of  good  men  every  year  in- 
creafes.  Time,  meditation,  and  fenfibility, 
have  traced  their  furrows  on  the  face  of 
Lavater :  it  betrays  an  alteration  of  more  than 
fixteen  years :  but  his  foul,  his  heart,  his 
benevolence,  his  cheerfulnefs,  his  ferenity^ 
flourifn  in  eternal  youth.  The  taunts  of  his 
adverfaries  have  not  conquered  him ;  have 

not 
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not  weakened  in  him  that  firm  and  lively 
belief  in  the  excellence  of  human  nature, 
which  was  ever  his  chief  chara&eriftic. 

I  need  not  tell  you  that  we  vifit  our  friends 
as  often  as  convenient.  We  will  fpeak  more 
of  them  when  we  meet.  Their  names  will 
not  then  be  forgotten.  Many  an  evening,  as 
we  fit  by  our  own  firefides,  will  they  again 
and  again  be  repeated*. 

Lavater  took  us,  the  day  after  our  arrival, 
to  a  public  walk  ;  which,  fome  years  ago,  was 
laid  out  on  the  fouth  eaft  fide  of  the  town. 
There  are  high  terraces  among  thefe  walks. 
Thefe  and  their  various  profpecls,  fome  gently 
r'ifing  toward  the  hills,  fome  to  the  lake,  dis- 
covering the  fituation  of  Zurich,  the  lake  be- 
fide  which  it  is  built,  the  Limmat  and  the 
water  fluke,  make  this  a  charming  place. 
Thofe  liberal  expences,  which  characterize  a 

*  The  Reverend  Mr,  Pfenrringer  is  now  entering  his 
four-and-fortieth  year.  Perhaps,  in  his  writings,  he  may 
(hew  a  want  of  the  confiftency  and  confederation  neceffary 
to  an  aurhor  :  but  his  ferrnons  are  fuperior  to  his  ether 
works  ;  and  his  fpiritual  conduct  is  fuperior  to  his  ferrnons. 
When  young,  I  honoured  his  earned  zeal ;  and  cannot  no  w 
enough  admire  his  youthful  ferenity,  his  cheerful  temper, 
the  noble  ilmplicity  of  his  candour^  and  the  pure  benevo- 
lence of  his  heart, 

l  free 
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free  people,  are  incurred  here  as  well  for  the 
profit  as  the  pleafure  of  the  burghers.  The 
ingenious  author,  whofe  acute  and  juft  re- 
marks have  from  the  lines  of  the  face  pointed 
out  the  propenfities  of  the  man,  maintains 
that  the  police  of  a  town  may  be  known  from 
its  pavement.    It  is  natural  that  free  citizens 
fhould  equally  confult  their  convenience  and 
their  advantage  ;  and,  where  the  government 
is  in  one,  or  in  many,  it  would  be  equally 
advantageous  to  the  one,  or  the  many,  were 
the  enjoyments  as  well  as  the  necemties  of  the 
whole  their  undeviating  rule  .  of  action.  A 
(landing  army,  a  brilliant  court,  a  thoufand 
expences  of  never  fatisfied  caprice,  and  a  vain 
and  ruinous  luxury,  exhauft  in  many  king- 
doms the  riches  of  their  impoverifhed  lands  ; 
but  do  not  give  happinefs  to  their  inhabitants. 
The  fountain,  which  mould  water  the  fields  of 
the  farmer,  is  made  to  rufh  through  the 
brazen  throat  of  a  dragon  ;  or  the  marble 
breaft  of  a  mermaid  :  and  is  the  token  of  a 
royal  garden,  the  gates  of  which  are  fhut  upon 
the  citizen,  by  whofe  labour  and  at  whofe  ex- 
pence  it  has  been  con ftru died. 

In  thefe  Cantons,  where  the  expence  is  fo 
trifling,  the  ftate  is  rich.    The  walks  I  have 

defcribed 
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tiefcribed  coft  above  a  hundred  thoufand  flo- 
rins. A  wife  government  eftimates  the 
advantage  which  poor  day  labourers  derive 
from  works  like  thefe.  Zurich  is  wealthy  by 
the  wifdom  of  its  eeconomy.  It  expends 
great  fums  for  the  benefit  of  the  country.  Its 
buildings  and  public  inftitutions  are  becoming 
the  dignity  of  a  free  town.  Patriotic  fimpii- 
city  ornaments  the  regulated  welfare  of  the 
happy  burgher. 

In  theory,  the  government  of  the  town  is 
that  which  the  antierits  called  ariftccratic  ;  but 
Which  the  moderns  continually  confound  with 
democracy.  Each  burgher  has  equal  rights  ; 
and  the  officers  of  administration  are  chofen 
by  their  fellow  citizens,  among  fuch  as  are 
fuppofed  to  be  the  moft  capable.  The  go- 
vernment of  the  canton  is  an  oligarchy ; 
which  government  the  moderns  unjuftly  call 
ariftocracy:  for  the  country  people  are  ex- 
cluded from  all  mare  in  the  adminiftration. 
The  municipality  confifts  of  thirteen  com- 
panies, only  one  of,  which  is  noble.  Twelve 
men  are  chofen  from  each  company ;  and 
constitute  the  great  council:  thefe  again  choofe 
the  little  council,  which  is  compofed  of  fifty 
msn ;  who  are  added  to  and  complete  the 

great 
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great  council.  The  fmall  council  is  molt 
refpected  ;  and  may  be  confidered  as  a  more 
felect  body.  To  the  half  of  the  fmall  coun- 
cil the  ad  mini  fixation  of  affairs  is  committed  ; 
and  in  fix  months  the  other  half  comes  into 
office  :  fo  that  in  half  a  year  the  firit  burgo- 
mafter  yields  to  the  fecond.  The  election  is 
annual  :  but  the  cuftom  is  to  re-elect  the  fame 
members.  The  commiflion  of  fome  crime 
only  can  exclude  a  member  of  the  great 
council  :  but  each  member  of  the  great  council 
has  a  right,  when  any  one  of  the  little  coun- 
cil has  been  guilty  of  a  mifdemeanor,  to  pro- 
pofe  another.  The  proportion  having  been 
made,  the  votes  are  collected  ;  and  he  who 
has  a  majority  is  chofen.  Such  is  the  confi- 
dence which  thefe  people  place  in  their  great 
council,  and  on  which  the  calm  of  the  city 
depends:  for,  as  they  truft  all  the  admini- 
ftration to  the  little  council,  it  was  wife  to 
fubject  the  powerful  members  thus  annually 
to  the  fuperintendance  of  the  great. 

Alliances,  war,  and  peace,  depend  upon  the 
collective  voice  cf  the  citizens:  but  they 
cannot  affemble  without  firft  having  been 
fummoned  by  the  burgomafler.  People  that 
are  truly  free  do  not  feel  the  irritating  necef- 

fity 
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(ity  to  interfere  upon  all  occafions.  They 
know  that  the  mind  of  the  mechanic  is  defi- 
cient in  the  knowledge  neceffary  for  the  admi- 
nistration of  public  affairs.  This  difcretion, 
confirmed  by  the  happy  experience  of  undif- 
turbed  felicity,  originates  in  the  cuftom  which 
continues  the  members  of  the  great  council 
in  office  for  life :  though,  for  form's  fake, 
they  are  annually  chofen.  This  annual  choice 
is  no  more  than  a  folemn  ratification.  No- 
thing difturbs  the  tranquillity  of  a  ftate  more 
than  frequent  elections  ;  as  the  fagacious 
Burke,  one  of  the  greateft  ftatefmen  of  our 
times,  in  his  excellent  pamphlet  againft  the 
French  revolution,  has  fo  clearly  fhewn. 

Actions  for  debt  are  determined  by  the  mu- 
nicipal court.  The  ecclefiaftical  court  confifts 
of  laymen  and  divines.  Every  other  kind  of 
fuit,  between  burgher  and  burgher,  comes 
before  the  little  council :  with  an  appeal  how- 
ever lying  to  the  great. 

In  dignity,  Zurich  is  the  firft  canton ; 
though  Berne  is  much  more  powerful.  To 
Zurich j  as  to  the  canton  that  has  the  right  of 
convoking,  all  foreign  affairs  firft  come.  It 
annually  iffues  mandates  to  aflemble  the  de- 
puties from  the  other  cantons  at  Frauenfeld ; 

Vol.  I.  H  which 
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which  is  the  chief  town  of  the  bailiwick  of 
Thurgau.  They  meet  in  the  middle  of  July  ; 
and  continue'  to  fit  fix  weeks.  '  The  arifto- 
cratical  cantons  (I  here  employ  the  ufual 
term)  fend  a  treafurer,  a  fecretary,  and  the 
burgomafter  out  of  office  ;  the  democratical 
the  Landammann  *  out  of  office.  The  bur- 
gomafter of  Zurich  has  the  precedence  ;  and 
opens  the  aliembly.  With  this  right,  Zurich 
has  like  wife  the  right  and  the  duty,  on  urgent 
occafions,  of  convoking  an  extraordinary 
aflembly  ;  which  is  called  the  Tdgfdt%Ung : 
but  this  has  feldom  happened  ;  fo  long  is  it 
fince  the  freedom  of  Switzerland  has  fuffered 
any  difturbance  "f\ 

This  venerable  affembly,  which  may  be 
compared  to  the  council  of  AmphicTyons  in 
Greece,  decide  on  all  the  important  affairs  of 

*  The  provincial  chief ;  or  high  bailiff.  T. 

•  j-  I  wrore  this  in  the  year  1 79 1 .  In  the  following 
year,  the  Tagfctztcng  was  three  times  affembied  :  not 
from  any  internal  difturbance ;  but  to  confider  how  the 
Swifs  regiments  in  France  might  be  protected  :  as  the 
French  had  bafely  and  ireacheroufly  djfarmed  the  Ernft 
regiment  of  Berne  ;  and,  in  Auguft,  had  cut  the  Swifs 
guards  to  pieces  in  Paris.  Finding  remonftrance  ineffec- 
tual, they  menaced  to  invade  France  with  fixty  thoufand 
men  ;  and  the  French  fuffered  the  Swifs  to  retire. 

the 
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the  thirteen  confederate  cantons.  Here  all 
internal  differences  are  affiduoufly  appeafed, 
Here  all  complaints  againft  the  high  bailiffs, 
or  governors,  are  heard  and  determined.  Fo- 
reigners likewife  have  the  right  to  appeal  to 
this  affembly  :  yet  it  is  very  difficult,  and 
almoft  impoffible,  for  a  foreigner  to  become  a 
burgher  of  any  canton.  At  Zurich,  the  firft 
year  of  every .  century  a  foreigner  is  made  a 
burgher:  but  his  defendants  cannot  be  of  the 
council  till  the  century  following*  The  pre- 
fent  members  of  the  council  are  all  branches 
of  families  that  have  enjoyed  thefe  privileges 
thefe  three  hundred  years.  Moft  of  the 
burghers  of  Zurich  can  boaft  of  this  honour  : 
fo  few  have  the  admiffions  of  foreigners  been. 

The  country  is  governed  by  high  bailiffs ; 
who  live  in  houfes  that  are  the  property  of 
the  public,  and  on  the  produce  of  certain 
appropriated  lands.  The  council  always  keep 
an  open  ear  to  the  complaints  of  the  peafant 
againft  his  high  bailiff.  The  firmnefs  with 
which  Lavater,  when  a  youth,  the  painter 
Fufeli,  and  the  minifter  Felix  Hefs,  profecuted 
a  high  bailiff,  who,  by  his  opprefiions,  had 
excited  the  indignation  of  the  people,  is  well 
known;  The  bailiff  was  the  fon-in-law  of 
H  2  the 
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the  chief  burgom after  :  but  he  could  afford 
him  no  protection.  Any  example  of  offences 
like  thefe,  committed  by  the  high  bailiffs  of 
Zurich,  has  not  fince  occurred. 

The  church  tythes,  which  confift  of  the 
tenth  of  the  actual  produce  of  the  harveft  and 
the  vintage,  conftitute  the  only  tax  which  is 
levied  on  the  farmer.  The  ftate  collects  thefe 
tythes,  and  maintains  the  clergy.  It  likewife 
often  affifts  thofe  communities  that  erect 
churches  ;  though  communities  are  expected 
to  erect  and  maintain  the  in  at  their  own  ex- 
pence.  Ten  thoufand  florins  were  very  lately 
paid  to  a  community  from  the  treafury  of  the 
republic. 

The  obligation  which  the  country  people 
are  under,  to  fell  their  wrought  manufactures 
to  the  burghers  of  Zurich,  is  more  oppreffive 
than  this  inconfiderable  tax.  This  reftraint 
affects  the  wholefale  more  than  the  retail 
trader:  for  the  latter  could  only  furnifh  the 
fhops  at  home  ;  but  the  others  might  fupply 
foreign  dealers. 

The  ftate  poffeffes  certain  domains ;  the 
farming  of  which  increafes  its  revenue.  The 
burghers  are  obliged  to  pay  five  per  cent,  for 
all  goods  manufactured  in  the  town :  an 

eafy 
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€afy  tax,  and  which  likewife  generally  falls 
upon  ftrangers,  who  trade  with  the  place. 
Thefe  trifling  revenues  are  more  than  fuffi- 
cient,  in  a  country  where  the  public  officers 
receive  no  falaries ;  where  no  foldiers  are 
maintained;  and  where,  notwithstanding,  forty 
thoufand  men,  trained  and  armed,  can,  in 
four-and-twenty  hours,  be  brought  into  the 
field  ;  which  is  about  a  fifth  part  of  the  army 
of  the  whole  confederacy. 

The  youth  are  trained  to  arms.  All  the 
males  are  exercifed  every  Sunday  in  the  after- 
noon ;  and  no  one  dare  marry  till  he  can 
produce  accoutrements  and  arms  that  have 
been  proved.  Thofe  who  ferve  in  foreign 
countries  are  fo  many  experienced  warriors 
for  Switzerland.  In  the  democratic  cantons, 
befide  the  pay  of  the  foldier,  each  father  of  a 
family  receives  a  crown  a  year  from  France  : 
this  is  not  paid  to  the  ariftocratic  cantons. 

Some  years  ago,  the  afTembly  of  the  canton 
of  Schweitz,  in  a  menacing  manner,  wifhed  to 
raife  their  pay  with  France.  Jiizt,  a  fage  high 
bailiff,  remonftrated  againft  their  proceedings  ; 
and  the  enraged  community  accufed  him  of 
corruption.  He  was  condemned  either  to 
pay  a  hundred  thoufand  florins  within  eight 
H  3  days, 
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days,  which  florins  were  to  be  divided  among 
them,  cr  to  forfeit  his  life.  He  had  property, 
but  not  fufficient ;  though  he  was  willing  to 
facriiice  it  all.  On  the  appointed  day,  he 
appeared.  On  his  right  hand  thirty  thoufand 
florins  were  placed ;  on  his  left,  promiffory 
notes  for  feventy  thoufand  more.  I  am 
ready,  faid  he,  to  pay  each  citizen  his  divi- 
dend, who  fhall  come  to  my  houfe  in  perfon 
and  make  the  demand.  Moft  of  them  blufh^ 
ed,  few  appeared,  and  Jiizt  only  paid  a  third 
part  of  the  penalty. 

The  canton  fent  threateningly  to  its  citizens 
to  return  from  France  ;  and,  France  juftly 
holding  itfelf  no  longer  bound  by  its  former 
engagements,  the  people  of  this  canton  found 
themfelves  glad  to  fend  their  youth  to  France 
again  on  lefs  advantageous  terms.  Jiizt  now 
lives  refpecled  by  his  fellow  citizens  ;  who 
acknowledge  the  injuftice  of  which  they  were 
guilty. 

Such  deipotic  proceedings  are  every  where 
poffible,  where  the  legifiative  and  executive 
authority  are  united.  This  combination  is 
not  the  lefs  dangerous  for  being  in  the  people. 
It  is  combining  the  moral  and  the  phyfical 
power.    A  tyrant  muft  tremble  at  a  dagger ; 

a  fenate 
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a  fenate  at  rebellion.  But  whom  does  the 
people  fear?  All  thofe,  whether  law-givers  of 
France  or  fifhwives  of  Paris  (for  often  have 
thefe  furies  mared  the  fovereign  authority,  and 
in  fact  with  equal  right) — all  thofe  who  do 
not  know  that  the  fafety  of  the  community 
depends  on  yielding  up  the  phyfical  power, 
as  fubject  to  the  moral,  under  (land  but  little 
of  politics.  It  is  quite  fufficient  that  the  phy- 
fical  power  may  be  roufed  from  its  fiumbers. 
An  army  of  mercenaries  forge  their  own  fetters. 

In  the  ariftocratic  as  well  as  in  the  demo- 
cratic cantons  of  Switzerland,  far  from  an 
army  of  mercenaries,  they  have  no  (landing 
army ;  and  where,  as  in  the  democratic  can- 
tons, each  citizen  is  armed,  there  the  rights  of 
the  people  are  fufficiently  fecured  againft  the 
innovations  of  government.  This  ilumbering 
power  of  the  people  would  be  dangerous  to 
each  individual,  but  for  that  fimplicity  of 
manners  which  characterizes  the  mild  and 
upright  yet  warlike  Swifs.  To  this  fimpli- 
city of  manners,  this  refpefr.  for  all  that  is  fa- 
cred,  and  not  to  their  government,  which  is 
extremely  defective,  are  the  little  democratic 
cantons  indebted  for  their  happinefs  and  tran- 
quillity. 

H4  In 
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In  their  military  arrangements  with  France, 
the  Swifs  have  ftipulated  that  their  regiments 
fhall  neither  crofs  the  Rhine,  to  invade  Ger^ 
many,  nor  be  tranfported  to  parts  beyond  fea. 
The  Prince  de  Soubife,  during  the  feven  years 
war,  required  the  Swifs  to  crofs  the  Rhine 
with  the  French  army  ;  and  was  oppofed  by 
Lochmann,  the  General  of  the  Swifs  and  a 
native  of  Zurich.  Soubife  angrily  afked,  Of 
what  ufc  then  are  you  ?  Lochmann  drily 
replied,  We  will  cover  your  retreat.  Soubife 
however  furrounded  the  Swifs  with  French 
regiments,  and  obliged  them  to  crofs  the 
Rhine. 

At  Rofbach,  the  Swifs  flood  long  after  the 
French  had  fled  ;  and  did  not  retreat  till  a 
great  part  of  the  combined  army  and  two 
thirds  of  Lochmanns  regiment  lay  dead  on 
the  plain.  That  the  Swifs  mould  not  have 
been  more  bold  in  their  remonftrances  to  ttje 
French  for  this  violence,  and  fhould  have 
fuffered  their  fellow  citizens  to  be  fent  to 
Corfica,  is  not  to  the  honour  of  this  other- 
wife  noble  people.  The  jagers,  or  light 
horfe,  are  thought  to  be  the  beft  of  the  troops 
of  Zurich. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XIII. 

Zurich,  3d  September  1791. 

On  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  we  failed  on 
the  lake  in  company  with  a  friend  to  Kilch- 
berg  ;  which  is  built  on  a  hi!!,  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  lake,  a  league  from  Zurich.  When 
we  were  near  Kilchberg  we  faw  Lavater,  fol- 
lowing us  on  foot ;  and,  having  taken  him 
into  the  boat,  we  foon  arrived  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill. 

An  accident  had  feparated  me  a  few  paces 
from  the  company.  As  I  was  walking,  I 
perceived  an  old  countryman  ;  who,  having 
fallen  and  broken  his  bald  head,  had  covered 
it  with  vine  leaves.  He  drew  my  attention. 
He  looked  at  me,  faw  I  was  a  ftranger,  and 
laughing  faid,  "  Well,  good  fir,  is  not  Swit- 
zerland a  fine  country  ?"  "  Yes,"  I  replied,  in 
the  fullnefs  of  my  heart ;  "  it  is  indeed." 
"  God  be  with  you,  fir,"  exclaimed  he ;  and 
{hook  with  pleafure  the  filver  locks  that  adorn- 
ed his  temples. 

At  Kilchberg,  we  vifited  Mr.  Wiirtz  and 
his  wife  :  a  worthy  pain  Lavater  was  in  that 
5  free> 
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free,  gay,  and  original,  humour  which  diflin- 
guifhes  him  ;  and  heightened  our  feftivity. 
We  enjoyed  a  charming  profpect  from  the 
hill ;  and  then  took  a  walk  in  a  pleafant 
beech-wood,  on  the  banks  of  the  lake. 

Much  fnow  had  fallen  the  night  before  on 
the  diftant  mountains :  efpecially  on  the 
towering  Todi,  in  the  canton  of  Glaris.  On 
our  return,  we  beheld  an  uncommonly  beau-, 
tiful  funfet :  its  beams  defcended  on  the 
white  fummit  of  the  Todi ;  and  fhed  their 
pure  gold  on  the  neareft  chain  of  hills,  mixed 
with  variegated  {hades  of  purple,  while  the 
decline  of  day  produced  continual  novelty  in 
the  changeable  horizon. 

The  day  before  yefterday,  I,  my  wife,  and 
fon,  with  the  good  Lavater,  and  his  youngeft 
daughter,  went  to  Richterfweil.  It  ftands 
four  long  leagues  from  the  town,  to  the  weft 
of  the  lake  ;  which  is  kept  in  view  all  the 
way.  The  road  generally  lies  high  above 
the  fhore  ;  among  vineyards,  and  large  fruit 
and  walnut  trees  ;  and  fometimes  under  the 
foliage  of  pines,  evergreens,  and  groves. 

The  oppofite  fhore  is  no  lefs  pleafant ;  and 
both  are  incredibly  populous.  The  territories 
extend  on  both  fides  of  the  lake  about  four 

leagues 
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leagues  and  a  half.  Houfe  after  houfe,  vil- 
lage after  village,  continually  meet  tlie  eye* 
The  population  of  the  mores  cf  the  lake,  not 
including  Zurich,  is  eftimated  at  twenty-two 
thoufand. 

As  well  here,  on  the  lake,  as  in  the  interior 
part  of  the  country,  the  culture  of  their  fields, 
gardens  and  vineyards  is  attended  to  with  ex- 
traordinary care ;  though  moll  of  the  inha- 
bitants round  the  lake  are  manufacturers.  The 
beauty  of  their  churches,  their  neat  and  roomy 
houfes,  the  good  condition  of  their  cattle  ;  and, 
more  than  all,  their  own  cheerful  and  friendly 
countenances,  denote  their  happinefs.  Some 
of  them  live  by  fifhing ;  which,  as  wrell  as 
hunting,  is  free  throughout  Switzerland  ;  but 
thofe  who  refide  near  the  lake  depend  mod 
on  their  trade  with  Zurich,  and  with  their 
'  neighbours  in  the  canton  of  Schweitz  ;  which 
fupplies  the  canton  of  Zurich  with  corn  that 
is  purchafed  in  Swabia. 

The  grain  of  Zurich  is  infufficient  for  its 
own  confumption  :  its  population,  the  moun- 
tains excepted,  being  eftimated  at  between 
four  and  five  thoufand  fouls  to  the  geogra- 
phical fquare  mile. 

A  league  from  Zurich  we  faw  the  town  of 

Kiifnacht : 
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Kiifnacht :  which  you  muft  not  confound 
with  Kiifnacht,  fo  famous  in  hiftory,  that  is 
in  the  canton  of  Schweitz  on  the  lake  of  the 
four  Waldftadte  *.  A  rivulet  runs  through 
this  Kiifnacht ;  which  is  lituated  on  the  oppo- 
site fide  of  the  lake  of  Zurich,  where  the  lake 
is  not  a  league  in  breadth.  This  rivulet, 
which  defcends  from  the  hills,  about  twelve 
years  ago  rofe  to  a  fearful  height ;  wafhcd 
away  eight-and-twenty  houfes,and  fixty-three 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  overflowed  the  fir  ft 
ftories  of  thofe  houfes  that  were  ftrong  enough 
to  withftand  its  fury.  A  new  married  pair 
were  found  in  a  chamber,  who  had  endea- 
voured to  fave  themfelves  on  a  high  place  be- 
hind an  oven,  locked  in  each  other's  arms  : 
happy  alike  in  love  and  in  death. 

Travellers  to  Richterfweil  do  not  willingly 
pafs  Talwyl,  without  alighting  and  enjoying 
the  profpeel:  from  the  high  church  yard  over 
the  lake. 

We  left  the  peninfula  called  Au,  which  at 
high  water  is  an  ifland,  on  our  left.  Klop- 
ftock  mentions  it,  in  his  beautiful  ode  on  the 
lake  of  Zurich. 


*  This  term  is  explained  in  a  note  to  Letter  XVI.  T. 
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n  In  tliofe  cool  groves  that  blefs  thy  happy  fnores 
«  We  feek  the  fhade."— 

This  ifland  is  high  on  all  fides  ;  and  is 
(haded  with  the  beech  tree. 

At  Wadenfchweil,  which  is  half  a  mile  on 
this  fide  of  Richterfweil,  we  vifited  the  high 
bailiff  Orell  ;  who  inhabits  a  lofty  caftle,  from 
the  balcony  of  which  there  is  a  profped  that 
may  well  excite  amazement. 

I  was  glad  once  more  to  meet  the  fon  of 
Lavater,  who  is  a  phyfician  at  Richterfweil. 
The  laft  time  I  had  feen  him,  he  was  about 
eight  years  old  ;  and  I  well  remember  the 
joy  he  teftified  at  going,  with  other  boys,  to 
learn  the  ufe  of  arms.  In  thefe  cantons,  mo- 
thers do  not  tremble,  when  their  fons  load  and 
difcharge  a  mufket. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  went  upon  the  lake  ; 
though  it  Was  rather  tempeftuous.  The  great- 
eft  part  of  our  company  were  fet  on  fhore: 
Sophia,  Erneft,  young  Lavater,  and  I,  ven- 
tured to  accompany  the  boatmen ;  and  to 
be  danced  aloft,  by  the  green  and  foaming 
wave.  They  fpread  their  fails,  and,  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  we  arrived  at  the  little 
ifland  of  Uffenau ;  which  is  a  league  from 
Richterfweil.     It  belongs  to  the  abbey  of 

Marieinfiedel, 
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Marieinfiedel,  which,  as  well  as  the  ifland,  is 
fituated  in  and  protected  by  the  canton  of* 
Schweitz.  Zurich  alfo  lays  claim  to  this 
right ;  becaiife  the  ifland  lies  on  the  Zurich 
fide  of  the  bridge  of  Rapperfchweil.  There 
is  an  old  church  in  the  ifland  of  UfFenau,  in 
which  are  the  remains  of  Ulrich  von  Hutten  ; 
the  worthy  Franconian  nobleman,  a  brave 
knight,  the  friend  of  Luther  and  Melan&hon, 
a  zealous  patriot,  a  lover  of  the  mufes,  the 
companion  of  the  great  and  the  learned,  and  a 
fugitive  to  this  place. 

Here,  likewife,  is  fhewn  the  grave  of  Saint 
Adelrich  ;  who  lived  in  the  tenth  century. 
The  legend  relates  of  him  that  he  walked  over 
the  lake,  from  Pfeffiken  to  this  ifland.  He 
was  a  prince  of  the  Swabian  race,  and  en- 
dowed this  little  church  with  moft  of  the 
tythes  of  the  earl  fhore  of  the  lake. 

The  abbey  of  Marieinfiedel,  which  care- 
fully maintained  the  church  of  UfFenau  before 
it  fell  to  decay,  continues  to  this'  day  to  collect 
thefe  tythes.  The  ftate  of  Zurich  fupports  the 
clergy  of  thefe  communities  from  the  public 
treafury ;  and  has  lately  granted  the  fum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  florins  to  in- 
creafe  their  ftipend. 

There 
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There  is  likewife  a  little  chapel  on  this 
ifland  ;  in  which  the  capuchins  of  Rapper- 
fchweil  read  mafs.  Here  lies  the  abbot  of 
Marieinfiedel ;  for  whom,  in  quality  of  a 
prince  of  the  German  empire,  a  mafs  is  annu- 
ally faid.  The  little  town  of  Rapperfchweil 
lies  oppofite  to  the  ifland.  It  was  formerly 
governed  by  its  own  Counts  ;  who  were  fre- 
quently molefted  by  Zurich.  It  is  now  under 
the  protection  of  the  cantons  of  Zurich, 
Berne,  and  Glaris  ;  to  which  it  muft  do  ho- 
mage every  fix  years.  It  may  juftly  be 
efteemed  fomething  between  a  highly  privi- 
leged municipal  town,  and  an  independent 
free  ftate. 

The  building  of  this  town  was  undertaken 
in  an  extraordinary  manner.  Count  Rudol- 
phus  of  Rapperfchweil,  who  lived  toward  the 
end  of  the  eleventh  century,  was  very  defir- 
ous  of  being  happy  with  his  beautiful  wTife  ; 
whofe  virtue  was  neither  unfufpected  by  him, 
nor  blamelefs.  As  he  one  day  returned  from 
the  war,  his  fteward  met  him,  with  a  thought- 
ful mien,  before  he  entered  the  caftle  ;  and 
informed  him  that  he  wifhed  to  fpeak  to  him 
on  a  very  important  affair. 

An  old  chronicle,  though  later  than  that 

9  age> 
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age,  puts  the  following  words  into  the  mouth 
of  the  Count. 

"  Say  what  thou  wilt,  dear  fteward,  only 
"  fay  nothing  againft  my  wife  ;  for,  wherever 
"  I  am,  when  I  bethink  me  of  her  beauty, 
u  my  foul  is  delighted  ;  and,  whatever  cares, 
"  or  misfortunes,  befall  me,  wrhen  I  remember 
"  the  lovelinefs  of  my  wife,  I  .  forget  all  my 
"  forrows,  and  am  moft  glad  to  find  myfelf 
"  once  again  at  home." 

The  fteward,  well  perceiving  that  the  ux- 
orious warrior  would  have  punifhed  him  for 
his  accufation,  gave  a  ready  turn  to  his  dif- 
courfe  ;  and  told  the  Count  that,  during  his 
abfence,  he  had  obferved  a  place  in  wrhich  a 
fortified  town  might  very  conveniently  be 
built  ;  and  pointed  out  this  fpot,  on  which,  in 
the  year  1091,  Count  Rudolphus  built  Rap- 
perfchweil. 

It  pays  no  tythes,  nor  any  kind  of  tax, 
has  a  free  trade,  and  its  burghers  are  exempt 
from  military  fervice ;  unlefs  it  be  for  the 
defence  of  their  town.  They  may  appeal  for 
protection  againft  their  magiftrates  to  the 
Cantons.  They  were  granted  this  indepen- 
dence after  the  war  of  the  year  171 2,  having 
then  obtained  it  of  the  canton  of  Schweitz. 

There 
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There  is  a  bridge  at  Rapperfchweil  over  the 
lake,  which  is  more  than  eighteen  hundred 
paces  in  length.  This  is  the  narrower!  part  of 
the  lake ;  and,  together  with  a  cape,  divides  it 
into  the  upper  lake  and  the  proper  lake  of 
Zurich.  Albert,  the  fecond  Archduke  of 
Auftria,  firft  built  this  bridge.  In  old  times, 
this  was  the  boundary  between  the  cantons 
of  Zurich  and  Schweitz  ;  but,  after  the  war  of 
Zurich,  which  this  canton  waged  againft  the 
confederates  from  the  year  1436  to  the  year 
1446,  when  peace  was  made,  Zurich  ceded  a 
fmall  corner  of  land  on  this  fide  of  the 
bridge ;  which,  fince  that  period,  has  be- 
longed to  Schweitz.  The  lake  was  not  men- 
tioned in  the  treaty.  The  people  of  Zurich 
infilled  on  an  exclufive  right  to  the  navigation 
on  this  fide  of  the  bridge  ;  which  the  people 
of  Schweitz  difputed.  The  great  freightage  of 
corn,  with  which  the  former  fupplied  the 
latter,  and  the  frequent  pilgrimages  that  were 
made  to  Marieinfiedel,  gave  confequence  to 
the  difpute.  The  animofity  between  thefe 
cantons  continued,  was  ftrengthened  by  the 
ihort  war  of  171 2,  and  has  not  yet  entirely 
fubfided. 

That  this  quarrel  will  not  come  to  an  open 
Vql.  I.  I  rupture 
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rupture  may  be  reafonably  hoped,  from  the 
moderation  and  wifdom  of  the  canton  of  Zu- 
rich. The  Schweitz  perhaps  may  be  the  moft 
rcady  to  engage  in  fuch  a  contention  ;  not- 
with (landing  that  their  numbers  are  but  as  one 
to  five :  for  they  are  the  moil  warlike  people 
of  Switzerland.  All  the  cantons  are  indeed 
warlike  ;  none  but  this  canton  however  de- 
lights in  war.  It  difregards  numbers,  forgets 
to  eftimate  confequences,  is  blind  to  all  com- 
parifon  of  power,  and  remembers  only  ftrength 
of  arm,  and  valour  of  heart.  In  fact,  where 
fuch  are  the  feelings  of  each  individual,  poli- 
tical proportions  are  infignificant.  This  was 
proved  by  the  three  memorable  heroes,  Wal- 
ter Fiirft,  of  Uri,  Wetner  von  Staufacher, 
of  Schweitz,  and  Arnold  von  Melchthal,  of 
Unterwald  ;  when,  in  the  year  1307,  thefe 
founders  of  freedom  combined  to  refill  def- 
potifm.  It  was  proved  again  eight  years 
afterward,  when  a  few  freemen  vanquished 
the  powers  of  Duke  Leopold  at  Morgarten  ; 
and  when,  on  the  fame  day,  a  part  only  of 
the  victors  drove  Count  von  Strafberg  out  of 
Unterwald.  It  was  once  more  proved  by 
Rudolphus  von  Erlach,  a  chief  of  Berne ; 
who  told  his  foldiers  that,  having  fought  in 

fix 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  115 

fix  battles,  he  had  always  leen  the  fmaller 
number  victorious  ;  and  who  then  gave  the 
enemy  battle,  and  with  only  five  thoufand 
put  thirty  tHdufehd  of  them  to  flight.  What 
mall  I  {ky  of  the  battle  of  Sembach  ?  where, 
in  the  year  1386,  one  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred confederates  defied  the  flower  of  the 
Auftrian  army  ;  and  where  Winkelried,  oppo- 
fing  their  molt  fearful  phalanx,  facrificed 
himfelf,  and  by  death  opened  the  road  to  vic- 
tory. What  of  the  battle  of  Noffells  ?  where 
a  few  of  the  men  of  Glaris,  led  by  Matthias 
von  Biirlen,  fought  five  long  hours,  eleven 
times  beat  back  the  attacking  Auftrians,  and, 
at  laft,  gained  the  victory.  What  of  the  people 
of  Bafle  ?  who,  in  the  year  1444,  refilled  the 
numerous  forces  of  France  in  the  church  yard 
of  St.  James  ;  where  the  heaps  of  flam  obliged 
the  Dauphin  to  confefs  that  fuch  another  vic- 
tory would  be  his  ruin.  What  of  the  victory 
of  the  confederates  at  Granfon,  and  at  Miir- 
ten,  over  Charles  the  Bold,  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy ?  And  what  of  their  victories  in  the 
war  of  Swabia,  toward  the  end  of  the  15th 
century  ? 

It  will  not  be  laid  that  the  Swifs  owe  their 
victories  to  their  mountainous  fituation  :  fome 

I  2  of 
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of  them  were  gained  in  the  open  plains. 
They  are  much  rather  indebted  to  their  fim- 
plicity  of  manners,  courage,  and  love  of  free- 
dom ;  which  frequently  diftinguifh  the  inha- 
bitants of  mountains  from  thofe  of  flat  coun- 
tries. The  love  of  liberty  is  a  ray  from  hea- 
ven ;  penetrating  the  heart  of  the  fimple  fhep- 
herds  of  the  Alps,  and  invigorating  their  arm. 
It  is  that  which  has  imparted  courage  to  them, 
and  will  dill  impart ;  which  has  maintained 
their  conftitution  thefe  five  hundred  years,  and 
will  ftill  maintain.  It  is  that  which  has  in- 
fpired  them  with  the  fpirit  of  concord,  which 
for  fo  many  centuries  has  united  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  independent  ftates :  a  concord  which 
but  felclom,  and  for  a  fhort  time,  has  been 
interrupted.  If  in  warlike  courage  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  were  their  equals,  they  rife  fupe- 
rior  in  generofity,  in  mild  humanity  toward 
their  foes,  in  concord,  and  in  purity  of  man- 
ners. The  paffions  of  men  every  where  take 
root «  an  d  fo  will  continue  to  take.  Their 
wild  feeds  every  where  flouriih  ;  but  here 
they  are  mod  fubdued.  The  excellence  of 
their  morals  is  the  fupport  of  the  laws ;  and 
the  fupport  of  their  morals  is  the  love  of 
rhcir  country  and  religion.     Will  the  names 

of 
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of  their  noble  patriots  be  lefs  famous  in  hif- 
tory  than  the  names  of  the  greateft  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans?  They  will  yield  no- 
thing to  them  in  grandeur  of  foul ;  though, 
happily  for  their  country,  they  will  in  a  fan- 
guinary  third  of  glory,  and  in  feeking  for 
occasions  to  appeafe  this  thirft.  No  artful 
Pericles,  in  Switzerland,  will  be  able  to  kindle 
a  Peloponnefian  war.  No  Virginius  will  be 
obliged  to  ftrike  the  dagger  to  the  heart  of 
his  daughter ;  for  no  Appius  will  be  found 
daring  enough  to  attempt  her  chaftity  ! 

Certain  virtues  only  receive  their  polifh  by 
being  contrafted  with  certain  vices.  Should 
ever  Switzerland  produce  a  Timophanes,  or  a 
Csefar,  deliverers  of  their  country  would  rife 
equal  to  Timoleon  and  Brutus.  Had  the 
Greeks  maintained  their  freedom  by  concord, 
Philip  of  Macedon  would  have  been  as  insig- 
nificant to  them  as  an  abbot  of  St.  Gall  to  the 
Swifs. 

From  Uffenau  wre  failed  to  Pfeffiken,  in  the 
canton  of  Schweitz ;  wThere  we  joined  our 
company,  who  had  been  put  on  more.  I 
went  with  young  Lavater,  the  high  bailiff 
Orell,and  Erneft,  on  foot,  to  Richterfchweil ; 
and  faw  on  our  way  an  uncommonly  beau- 
I  3  tiful 
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tiful  waterfall.  It  is  in  the  canton  of  Schweitz, 
on  the  borders  of  Zurich.  Three  impetuoi  s 
ftreams,  each  above  the  other,  rufh  among  thq 
bending  branches  of  the  trees,  from  a  higii 
cavity  of  a  rock,  into  the  valley.  On  the 
height  where  you  ftand  to  fee  the  cataracl, 
you  likewife  have  a  full  view  of  the  lake  of 
Zurich, 


LETTER  XIV, 

Zurich,  5th  September  1 791*. 

During  my  (lay  here,  the  monu<» 
ment,  which  the  friends  and  admirers  of  So- 
lomon Geffher,  the  poet,  aCTociated  to  erect  to 
his  memory,  arrived  from  Rome,  It  is  the 
work  of  Trippel,  the  famous  fculptor  of 
Schaffhaufen  ;  and  is  an  excellent  perform^ 
ance,  worthy  of  the  great  poet  of  Zurich,  and 
Jiis  fellow  citizens. 

It  confifts  of  a  white  marble  flab,  about  five 
feet  high  and  four  broad  :  where  the  two  fhep-^ 
Jierds  of  Gefiner,  Daphnis  and  Micon,  are 

cut 
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cut  in  alto  relievo  ;  at  the  inftant  when  Micon 
makes  a  libation  to  the  memory  of  the  father 
of  his  friend.  Perhaps  you  do  not  recollect 
this  beautiful  idyl  of  Geffher. 

The  goat  of  Daphnis  and  Micon  has  ftrayed 
from  the  flock,  and  waded  into  a  marlh. 
The  fhepherds  endeavour  to  relieve  it ;  and 
Micon  difcovers  a  fallen  arch,  and  learns  from 
Daphnis  that  it  is  a  fepulchre.  Micon  fees 
an  urn,  lying  in  the  hollow ;  and  is  terrified 
at  the  figures  carved  round  it,  which,  as  he 
fays,  appear  to  him  to  be  rifing  from  its  fides 

 "  A  dreadful  warrior  and  a  furious  Heed  ! 

Behold  how  his  hoofs  trample  on  the  wound- 
ed and  the  fallen !  This  man  could  never 
have  been  a  fhepherd." 

Daphnis  replies,  "  He  was  a  monfter ;  who 
laid  wafte  the  fruitful  fields,  and  made  free- 
men flaves.  The  hoofs  of  his  war  horfes 

have  trodden  down  the  -corn  ;  and  he  lire  wed 
the  barren  fields  with  the  bodies  of  our  fore- 
fathers. As  the  ravenous  wolf  devours  the 
flock,  fo  did  his  warriors  deftroy  the  innocent; 
who  did  him  no  wrong." 

Micon  wonders  at  the  wickednefs  and 
folly  of  the  inhuman  wretch  $  and  remarks 
I  4  that 
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that  now  reptiles  fvvarm  in  the  urn  and  its 
bed.  • 

"  Who  but  mull  fmile  to  fee  the  toad 
crawling  in  the  helmet  of  the  furious  hero  ; 
and  the  blind  worm  feated  on  his  threatening 

fword?" 

The  fhepherds  then  converfe  awhile  on 

this  warrior  ;  and  Micon  exclaims  "  No, 

rather  than  be  guilty  of  fuch  odious  crimes, 
though  it  were  to  gain  a  world,  I  would  live 
the  mafter  only  of  two  goats,  and  a  pure 
heart ;  detefting  fuch  wickednefs.  One  of 
thefe  I  would  willingly  facrifice  to  the  gods ; 
with  thanks,  for  making  me  thus  happy. 
Give  the  wicked  the  riches  of  the  whole 
earth,  flill  they  are  not  happy." 

"  Let  us  begone ;"  anfwered  Daphnis. 
"  Let  us  leave  a  place,  which  excites  only 
melancholy  and  bitternefs.  Follow  me,  I  will 
fhew  thee  a  different  monument,  erected  by 
my  father,  a  man  of  an  upright  heart." 

Daphnis  left  the  herd  to  Alexis,  and  led 
his  friend,  through  meadows,  by  the  grove 
of  Terminus,  hung  with  the  cluttering  hop. 

 They  continued  their  way.  On  the  right 

of  the  narrow  path,  the  grafs  reached  their 

knees. 
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knees.  On  the  left,  the  corn  grew  ;  the  ears 
waving  above  their  moulders.  They  came 
to  the  calm  fhades  of  fruitful  trees ;  among 
which  a  neat  cottage  flood.  In  this  cool  and 
pleafant  place,  Daphnis  fpread  a  fmall  table; 
and  brought  a  bafket  of  fruit,  and  a  refrefhing 
jug  of  wine. 

"  Tell  me,"  faid  Micon, "  where  is  the  mo- 
nument thy  father  built ;  that  the  firft  cup  may 
be  emptied  to  the  memory  of  fo  worthy  a 
man  r 

"  Here,  friend,"  anfwered  Daphnis.  "  This 
peaceful  abode,  what  thou  now  beholdeft, 
the  monument  of  his  fame.  This  was  once  a 
barren  place  ;  his  induftry  made  it  fruitful ; 
his  hand  planted  thefe  orchards ;  to  him  our 
thanks,  we,  who  are  his  children,  and  all  our 
defcendants,  for  all  our  enjoyments,  for  all  the 
good  we  give  and  receive,  for  thefe  to  him  our 
thanks  are  due.  The  bleffing  of  the  virtuous 
man  refts  upon  us  \  and  fructifies  thefe  fields, 
thefe  meadows,  and  thefe  filent  groves." 

"  Here  is  to  thy  memory,  then,  Oh  noble 
fhade  !"  faid  Micon,  and  emptied  his  cup. 
"  Oh  worthy  monument,  conducive  to  the 
profperity  of  virtuous  defcendants,  the  founder 
pf  which  though  dead  is  flill  beneficent !" 

It 
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It  feems  to  me  that  a  better  paflage  could 
not  have  been  felected  from  the  works  of  the 
poet,  for  the  monument  erected  to  his  me- 
mory :  nor  could  it  have  been  trufted  to  a 
more  mafterly  hand  than  that  of  Trippel ; 
who,  recollecting  that  his  labours  were  for 
the  honour  of  a  countryman,  mud  have  found 
his  faculties  roufed  ;  and  it  is  evident  that  he 
executed  his  talk  con  a?nore. 

At  prefent  this  monument  is  placed  under 
a  large  awning,  on  the  great  walk ;  and  it  is 
intended  to  be  ere&ed  in  a  circular  grove  on 
this  very  walk  3  which  is  beautiful  and  much 
frequented,  particularly  every  Sunday  after 
dinner.  In  the  afternoon  on  a  Thurfday,  the 
youth  of  Zurich  are  accuftomed  to  afiemble 
here.  It  is  a  fpacious  place,  adorned  with 
the  linden,  poplar,  wild  afh,  and  other  trees  ; 
and  lies  between  the  Siehl  and  the  Limmat ; 
which  at  the  end  of  the  walk  fall  into  each 
other.  The  minifter  Bodmer  delighted  in 
this  walk.  I  remember  having  feen  him  here, 
furrounded  and  refpecled  by  the  young  and 
the  old. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XV. 

Zurich,  7th  September  1791. 

YESTERDAY  afternoon,  I  and  fome 
friends  took  a  turn .  on  the  lake,  and  vifited 
Lavater,  who  was  gone  to  his  country  houfe, 
which  is  built  upon  a  vine  hill,  and  from 
which  there  is  a  good  profpecT:  toward  the 
lake. 

From  this,  with  Sophia  and  Erneft,  I  went 
to  fee  the  worthy  Jochen  Berly  ;  a  farmer, 
in  whofe  houfe  I  and  my  brother  and  Haug- 
witz,  fixteen  years  ago,  fpent  feveral  cheerful 
weeks.  He  was  in  his  fields  ;  and  one  of  his 
fons  went  for  him,  without  informing  him 
who  the  ftranger  was  that  wraited  for  him. 
He  knew  me,  leapt  for  joy  when  he  faw  me, 
prefled  me,  my  wife,  and  fon,  by  the  hand 
with  Swifs  cordiality,  and  affectionately  ques- 
tioned me  concerning  the  companions  of  my 
former  travels,  and  my  fifter  ;  who  had  vifited 
him  feven  years  ago.  He  then  took  me  to 
the  banks  of  the  Siehl ;  for  he  wTell  recol- 
lected my  favourite  fpot.     I  remembered 

many 
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many  places,  where,  in  the  days  of  ardent 
youth,  I  had  wandered  fometimes  alone,  fome- 
times  with  friends.  I  even  recognized  a  ftone, 
hanging  over  the  bank  of  the  river,  on  which, 
fhaded  by  young  trees  that  were  now  full 
grown,  I  had  read  many  of  the  books  of 
Homer. 

On  the  other  fide  of  .the  river  ftands  the 
Jiitlyberg  ;  which  Klopftock  named  the  Uto. 
It  joins  the  Albis  ;  and  is  fhaded  with  woods 
and  fig  trees. 

Had  I  been  a  Greek,  I  mould  have  made 
libations  of  mild  country  wine  and  Switzer- 
land milk  to  the  Naiades,  the  Dryades,  and  the 
Oread  es. 

The  kind  man  took  us  back  to  his  dwelling. 
His  wife  and  children  accompanied  us  a  little 
way,  when  we  departed  ;  and  the  good  houfe- 
wife  wept  heartily,  as  me  preffed  the  hand  of 
her  old  gueft,  at  taking  leave. 

In  my  former  letters,  I  have  mentioned  to 
you  the  public  inftitutions  and  buildings  of 
this  place  :  but  it  may  not  be  unpleafant  to 
add  a  few  more  particulars. 

The  orphan -houfe  is  a  large  and  noble 
building.  It  ftands  in  the  fineft  quarter  of 
the  town,  open  on  all  fides,  and  on  high 

ground 
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ground  near  the  Limmat.  The  children  live 
in  roomy  and  lofty  chambers  ;  and  confifl 
both  of  orphans  and  the  children  of  poor  old 
perfons  ftill  living.  The  number  is  not  fixed, 
but  varies  according  to  circumftances  :  none 
but  the  children  of  burghers  are  accepted. 
They  are  inftructed  in  the  chriftian  religion, 
reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  drawing,  geo- 
graphy, and  the  hiftory  of  their  own  country. 

Health  blooms  on  their  cheeks,  good  hu- 
mour and  fatisfa&ion  beam  in  their  eyes.  It 
was  delightful  to  fee  the  joy  with  which  they 
met  our  guide,  Mr.  Deacon  Geffner,  a  worthy 
and  benevolent  man,  the  familiarity  with 
which  they  furrounded  the  governor  and  go- 
vernefs,  and  the  charming  freedom  with  which 
they  took  us  ftrangers  by  the  hand.  Twice  a 
day,  when  the  weather  permits,  they  are  fuf- 
fered  to  play  a  confiderabie  while  in  the  gar- 
den. So  much  care  is  taken  of  their  health, 
and  fo  entirely  are  thefe  children  of  a  free 
town  under  the  immediate  infpeclion  of  the 
burghers,  that,  though  they  admit  children  of 
a  year  old,  and  though  life  at  this  period  is  fo 
precarious,  only  two  children  have  died  in 
four  years.  The  prefent  number  of  the  chil- 
dren is  ninety-two ;  and  the  numbers  of  the 

girls 
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girls  and  boys  are  nearly  equal.  Our  kind 
Hefs  took  us  to  a  public  female  fchool  which 
is  called  the  Tochterfchule*.  In  a  well  regu- 
lated ftate  every  citizen  beholds  the  fons 
and  daughters  of  each  other  as  the  fons  and 
daughters  of  their  country. 

There  are  forty  girls,  divided  into  two 
clafles,  according  to  their  attainments,  and 
inftru&ed  at  the  expence  of  the  ftate  in  reli- 
gion, reading,  writing,  arithmetic^  and  all  the 
female  duties.  They  read  in  our  prefence  fe- 
veral  ftanzas  from  the  poems  of  Gellert ;  and 
it  was  evident  that  they  had  caught  the  mean- 
ing and  the  paflion  of  the  poet.  Their  mif- 
trefs  then  put  a  few  queftions  concerning 
what  they  had  read  5  to  which  the  girls  re- 
turned fenfible  anfwers. 

The  minifter  Bodmer,  whofe  patriotifm 
was  as  pure  as  his  love  of  knowledge  was 
ardent,  has  beftowed  ten  thoufand  florins  on 
this  inftitution. 

The  cathedral  of  Zurich  was  built  by 
Charlemagne  ;  whofe  effigy,  well  cut  in  ftone^ 
is  placed  over  the  door.  Zuingte  and  Bil- 
linger  belonged  to  this  church  ;  which  is  the 


*  Daughters'  fchool, 

mother 
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mother  of  many  proteftant  daughters,  par- 
ticularly in  England. 

The  arfenal  is  well  ftored  with  a  hundred 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  complete  new  ftands 
of  arms  for  thirty  thoufand  men.  I,  and 
Erneft,  vifited  the  old  armoury  ;  purpofely  to 
fee  the  ancient  armour,  and  efpecially  the 
crofs  bow  of  William  Tell,  which  is  fliewn, 
here  as  a  facred  relic. 

There  is  a  fociety  in  Zurich,  called  the 
Bocke,  which  has  made  itfelf  memorable  in 
hiftory.  Its  origin  is  loft,  in  the  darknefs  of 
the  middle  ages  :  but  it  became  famous  dur- 
ing the  war  of  Zurich,  in  the  fifteenth  century* 

Sixteen  burghers,  who  gave  themfelves  this 
title  with  the  permiffion  of  the  republic,  fepa- 
rated  themfelves  from  the  general  fervice  of 
the  war  ;  that,  as  free  archers,  they  might 
more  effectually  annoy  the  enemy.  They 
mutually  pledged  themfelves  to  difregard  life ; 
and,  making  incurfions,  they  plundered, 
burned,  and  cut  off"  the  enemy's  convoys.  In 
the  year  1446,  this  fociety  was  excluded  from 
the  peace  of  the  confederates:  but  they  learned 
that  Friefen,  the  high  bailiff  of  Uri,  who  had 
vainly  given  himfelf  much  trouble  to  have 
them  included  in  the  peace,  had  faid  that,  if 
9  thuf 
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they  could  get  any  perfon  of  confequence  iti 
their  power,  they  would  then  gain  what  they 
defired.  Not  long  after,  as  this  chief  was 
palling  on  the  lake  of  Zurich,  the  Bocke 
boarded  his  vefTel,  advifed  his  attendants  not 
to  make  a  ufelefs  refiftance,  as  they  intended 
him  no  harm,  took  him  on  more,  brought 
him  to  the  high  town  of  Hohenkraien,  which 
lies  in  Upper  Auftria  between  Hohentwiel 
and  StofFelberge,  and  which  then  belonged  to 
them,  treated  him  as  a  diftinguifhed  friend, 
and,  as  foon  as  the  confederates  had  granted 
what  they  had  demanded  for  his  freedom, 
fuffered  him  to  depart. 

This  fociety  continued  fome  ages  in  focial 
connection  ;  and,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
century,  having  increafed  to  the  number  of 
fixty-four,  appeared  dangerous  to  their  fel- 
low citizens  by  their  ambition  :  for,  thus 
combined,  they  knew  how  to  play  the  chief 
offices  of  the  ftate  into  the  hands  of  their  con- 
federates. They  have  fmce  been  reftrained  ; 
and,  though  the  number  of  their  members 
continues  the  fame,  they  have  no  political  in- 
fluence ;  and  would  probably  no  longer  exift, 
were  not  their  duration  continued  by  an  an- 
nual feftiva!  in  memory  of  their  paft  deeds. 

Another 
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Another  fociety  of  fome  years  (landing, 
called  the  Moral  Society,  is  no  lefs  patriotic 
and  more  peaceable.  Its  members  are  young 
men,  who  take  a  noble  pleafure  in  contributing 
to  the  paftimes  of  children  ;  and  invent  a  va- 
riety of  fports  and  warlike  games  for  them. 
They  likewife  read  entertaining  books  to  thein ; 
and  write  works  for  their  inftru&ion.  Their 
purpofe  is  the  improvement  of  the  heart  and 
understanding ;  and,  both  in  their  readings 
and  writings,  they  are  highly  attentive  to  pre- 
vent the  tedioufnefs  of  time. 

We  have  here  become  acquainted  with  Pef- 
talozzi ;  the  author  of  the  excellent  popular 
work,  called  Leonard  and  Gertrude.  He  is  a 
burgher  of  Ziirich,  but  inhabits  a  farm  in  the 
canton  of  Berne  ;  the  produce  of  which  he 
has  for  many  years  increafed  by  the  fweat  of 
his  brow,  till  he  has  brought  it  into  excellent 
condition.  This  remarkable  man  has  difplayed 
great  fimplicity,  power,  and  knowledge  of  the 
human  mind  ;  and,  in  the  fchool  of  experience, 
has  ftudied  new  modes  of  forming  the  heart. 
Nicolovius  has  vifited  him  ;  and,  from  all  that 
he  has  heard  and  feen,  is  more  fully  con- 
vinced than  ever  that  labour  and  misfortune 
are  beft  calculated  to  form  man,  for  the  noble 
Vol.  I,  K  tafk 
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tafk  of  being  the  iriftrudor  and  benefa&or  of 
the  human  race. 

The  people  of  Zurich  have  an  old  cuftom# 
which  they  have  probably  derived  from  the 
wifdora  of  their  aneeftors.  If  married  people, 
in  fpite  of  remonftrance,  perfift  in  a  defire  to 
fcparate,  they  are  confined  for  fome  weeks 
in  a  chamber  of  the  council  houfe ;  in  which 
there  is  nothing  but  a  fmaU  bed,  a  ftool,  and 
a  table.  Their  food  is  ferved  on  one  dim  ; 
with  one  plate,  one  knife,  one  fork,  and  one 
fpoon.  Change  of  place,  privation,  and  the 
fociality  that  arifes  from  the  neceffity  of  mutu- 
ally aiding  each  other,  have  frequently,  before 
the  time  of  probation  has  expired,  fo  recon- 
ciled them  to  each  other  that  they  have  re- 
nounced all  thoughts  of  parting,  and  have  lived 
peaceably  together  till  death. 

Roman  antiquities,  wThich  are  found  in  a 
high  part  of  the  town,  befide  the  Limmat,  are 
proofs  that  Caefar  had  a  camp  at  Zurich*, 
From  the  linden  trees  which  are  there,  it  is 
•called  the  Linden  hof.  It  commands  a  beau- 
tiful profpedt  of  the  Limmat,  the  lake,  and 

*  Caifar  fought  with  the  Tlgunni;  an  antient  tribe,  of 
whom  the  anceftcrs  of  the  people  of  Zurich  were  a  part ; 
but  he  did  r.ot  enter  the  territories  of  Zurich. 

the 
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the  mountains.  A  fountain  ornaments  one 
fide  ;  and  a  (tone  ftatue  of  William  Tell  the 
other.  His  little  fon  ftands  befide  him.  The 
father  is  in  a  noble  attitude,  with  his  crofs 
bow  ;  which  appears  rather  to  reft  upon  his 
arm  than  upon  his  fhoulder. 


LETTER  XVI. 

Lucerne,  12  th  September  1 791. 

We  left  Zurich  on  the  9th,  by 
day  break.  Orion  and  Sirius  were  ft  ill  twink- 
ling. Thick  mills  hovered  over  the  lake,  fub- 
fided,  and  foretold  a  fine  day.  The  lake  was 
on  our  left ;  on  our  right  tjie  foreft  of  Siehl, 
and  the  Jutlyberg;  till  we  turned  and  proceed- 
ed, by  a  tolerably  fteep  road,  to  the  Albis, 
which  joins  the  Jiitly.  On  this  hill,  drivers 
ufually  flop  to  give  their  horfes  breath  :  we 
took  advantage  of  this,  and  mounted  to  the 
place  called  the  high  watch ;  which  ftands  on 
the  top.  This  is  one  of  the  heights  from  which 
fire,fignals  are  given  :  a  practice  common  in 
K  2  Switzer-. 
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Switzerland,  on  any  extraordinary  occafion ;  by 
which  the  confederates  are  wTarned.  As  foon 
as  one  fire  is  feen,  the  next  is  lighted  ;  and, 
in  a  few  hours,  all  the  watch  heights  in  Swit- 
zerland are  in  a  blaze  :  fo  that,  within  four- 
and-twenty  hours,  all  the  levies  of  the  confe- 
derates are  under  arms.  Diligent  and  peace- 
ful as  bees,  who  extract  the  honey  from  fcat- 
tered  flowers,  thefe  noble  people  live  among 
their  mountains  :  but,tio  lels  watchful  than  the 
bee,  their  fling  for  thofe  who  difturb  their 
neft  is  to  be  feared.  Whoever  have  attacked 
them,  have  repented  of  their  temerity. 

As  w^e  went  up  this  hill,  we  had  a  profpecT: 
of  the  left  fide  of  the  lake  of  Zurich  ;  with 
its  charming  mores,  from  Zurich  to  UfFenau. 
The  lake  and  the  diftant  Reufs  were  covered 
-  .  ith  mifts  ;  which  thickened  into  white  clouds 
more  denfe  than  any  I  had  ever  feen.  On 
the  more  of  the  lake,  they  were  rarefied  ;  and, 
being  illumined  by  the  morning  fun,  they  re- 
minded me  of  the  mifts  of  (Mian ;  which 
that  great  fongfter  of  nature  compares  to  the 
floating  locks  of  his  beautiful  Comala.  Half 
way  over  the  lake,  a  white  downy  bed  of 
clouds  floated,  as  thick  and  mining  as  I  have 
fcen  the  fwelling  and  white  clouds  of  the  fky, 

to" 
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10  which  imagination  attributes  fantaftic  forms: 
now  triumphant  arches  ;  now  lions  with  out- 
ftretched  jaws. 

From  the  height  on  which  we  flood,  the 
defcent  from  the  Albis  was  fudden  and  fteep 
and  formed,  with  the  oppolite  hill,  which  was 
covered  with  pine  trees,  a  beautiful  but  nar- 
row valley.  We  vifibly  faw,  though  at  the 
diftance  of  five  or  fix  leagues,  the  Rigi ;  which 
is  the  firft  hill  of  the  neareft  Alps,  or  the  Alps 
proper,  lying  near  Kiifnacht  in  the  canton  of 
Schweitz.  In  the  antient  and  generally  re- 
ceived phrafeology  of  Europe,  thofe  moun- 
tains which  are  eternally  covered  with  fnow 
are  called  the  Alps  :  but  not  fo  in  the  dialect  of 
Switzerland ;  where  every  hill  has  that  ap- 
pellation, on  the  top  of  which  flecks  and  herds 
may  feed.  I  mail  continue  to  ufe  this  word 
in  the  latter  fenfe,  in  all  my  letters  from  Swit- 
zerland. 

In  my  youth,  I  faw,  from  the  fummit  of 
the  Rigi,  the  fetting  of  the  fun  over  fourteen 
lakes. 

The  mountain  Pilatus,  much  higher  than 
the  Rigi,  appeared  to  us  almoft  as  near.  His 
forked  rocky  back  forms  one  of  the  moft  con- 
fpicuous  mountains  in  Switzerland.    I  never 

K  3  recoiled: 
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recollect  to  have  feen  it  free  from  clouds. 
Sometimes  its  head  is  enveloped  with  them  : 
at  others,  the  fuabeams  play  upon  its  fum- 
mit  ;  while  a  fingle  or  double  cloudy  fcarf  en- 
velops its  bread  and  moulders.  Its  top  is 
generally  cloudy  ;  from  whence  it  derives  its 
name  Pileatus  from  the  Latin  word  pilcus^ 
the  hat.  Its  new  and  corrupt  name  has  given 
rife  to  legends  and  fables. 

On  this  hill  is  a  little  lake  ;  whofe  waters, 
as  !t  is  faid,  are  fo  light  as  to  make  fwimming 
in  them  irnpoffible.  A  thing  that  may  fo  na- 
turaHy  be  accounted  for  has  been  afcribed  to 
the  ghoft  of  Pilate;  wbo,  fay  they,  having 
drowned  himfelf  here,  took  pleafure  in  feiz- 
ing  the  fwimtners  by  the  feet.  The  truth  is, 
as  I  have  been  informed  by  General  Pfyffer, 
he  found  the  water  only  a  foot  deep  ;  and 
did  not  believe  it  was  any  where  deeper. 

It  lies  at  lead  eleven  leagues  from  the  Albis, 
The  glaciers  beamed  at  a  great  diftance;  which 
we,  milled  by  our  conductors,  fuppofed  to  be 
the  mountains  of  Neufchatel :  but  General 
PfyrFer  has  told  me,  who  perhaps  is  better  ac- 
quainted with  thefe  heights  than  any  man  in 
Switzerland,  that  they  are  the  glaciers  of  Sa- 
voy, neareft  to  Geneva.    Not  Mont  Blanc, 

the 
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the  funlmit  of  which,  though  the  higheft:  in 
Europe,  is  concealed  by  nearer  hills. 

We  paffed  through  a  variegated  country, 
among  orchards  and  over  plains,  till  we  came 
to  Zug.  Kappel,  a  ImaH  place,  lay  in  our 
way ;  where  a  battle  was  fought,  in  the  year 
1 53 1,  between  the  people  of  Zurich  and 
Schweitz ;  in  which  Zuingle,  a  zealous  pa- 
triot and  mild  reformer,  was  flain. 

The  fmall  town  of  Zug  gives  its  name  to 
the  feventh  and  ieaft  of  the  cantons.  It  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  other  democratic  cantons, 
by  having  a  town  :  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
others,  from  their  love  of  freedom,  and  after 
the  manner  of  the  antient  Germans,  do  not 
choofe  to  live  in  towns  furrounded  by  walls. 
The  people  of  Schweitz,  Uri,  Unterwald, 
Glaris,  and  Appenzel,  have  no  towns. 

The  adminiftration  of  public  affairs,  in  the 
canton  of  Zug,  is  partial.  There  is  a  general 
affembly  of  the  town  ;  and  likewife  the  indivi- 
dual general  affembly  of  the  three  villages, 
Baar,  Egeri,  and  Mentzing.  In  thefe  four 
general  affemblies,  which  are  democratic,  all 
foreign  affairs  of  war,  peace,  and  alliance,  are 
determined.  Thofe  refolutions  in  which  the 
villages  are  agreed  are  likewife  binding  to  the 

K  4  town, 
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town.  Should  the  affemblies  divide,  two  and 
two,  the  opinion  in  favour  of  which  the  town 
declares  prevails. 

The  Ammann,  who  is  not  here,  as  in  the 
other  fm all  cantons,  called  Landammann,  is 
chofen  in  the  town  ;  not  by  the  affembly,  but 
by  forty  counfellors.  To  this  council  the  town 
fends  thirteen  deputies  ;  and  each  of  the  three 
villages  nine.  It  is  a  ftanding  rule  that  the 
Ammann  muft  be  anat've  of  the  town,  or  of 
one  of  the  villages.  If  of  the  town,  he  holds 
his  office  three  years  ;  if  from  a  village,  only 
two  years.  The  council  of  forty  likewife  ap- 
point the  high  bailiffs  ;  who  govern  thofe  vil- 
lages that  have  no  fhare  in  the  public  adminis- 
tration of  affairs.  The  fuhjedts  of  the  ftate, 
except  fome  fmall  taxes  to  the  high  bailiff,  pay 
only  the  church  tythes  :  like  the  Angehorigen  * 
of  Berne  and  Zurich.  I  fay  the  Angehorigen  : 
for  the  citizens  of  Berne  and  Zurich  begin  to 
reject  the  odious  name  of  Unterthanen  and 
affume  the  milder  appellation  Angehorigen. 
That  the  Angehorigen  of  the  ariftocratical 
cantons,  efpecially  of  Zurich  and  Berne,  en- 
joy a  mere  calm  freedom  and  a  better  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice  than  the  Unterthanen  of 
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the  democratic  cantons  is  an  undoubted  truth. 
This  is  clearly  manifefted  in  the  bailiwicks 
which  belong  to  the  eight  old  cantons  ;  or  to 
all  the  twelve  in  common  :  for  as  to  the  thir- 
teenth canton,  Appenzel,  it  has  no  Untertha- 
nen.  The  general  bailiwicks  are  governed 
by  high  bailiffs  ;  who  continue  in  office  fix 
years,  and  who  are  alternately  chofen  by  the 
cantons.  Complaints  are  feldom  made  againft 
the  bailiffs  of  the  ariftocratic  cantons,  though 
frequently  againft  the  democratic,  at  the  ge- 
neral affembly  of  Frauenfeld. 

The  people  of  Zug  are  held  to  be  the  moll 
reftlefs  of  Switzerland.  Their  general  affem- 
blies  are  often  tempeftuous,  though  feldom 
ftained  with  the  blood  of  their  citizens. 

This  town  is  built  under  a  mountain,  and 
on  the  north  eaft  fide  of  a  lake  ;  both  bearing 
the  fame  name.  The  lake  is  four  leagues  long, 
and  one  broad.  Its  fituation,  between  the 
Alps  and  other  high  mountains,  is  inexpreffi- 
bly  beautiful.  The  Rigi  and  the  Pilatus  appear 
to  lie  on  its  very  fhore.  The  country  is  rich 
in  pafturage  ;  and  the  meadows  are  as  beauti- 
ful as  any  in  Switzerland.  On  one  fide  of 
the  lake,  there  is  a  grove  of  fine  chefnut  trees. 
The  people  of  Zug,  and  moft  of  the  inhabi- 
tants 
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tants  of  the  {"mall  cantons,  when  the  harveft 
among  the  mountains  fails,  generally  ufe  fern 
in  winter  inftead  of  draw.  I  have  heard  ex- 
perienced farmers  of  the  canton  of  Berne  main- 
tain that  the  manure  of  fern  is  better  than  that 
of  ftraw.  If  this  afTertion  be  true,  it  may  fo 
happen  either  from  the  nature  of  the  foil  or 
of  the  fern  of  thefe  parts.  With  us,  fern  is 
only  ufed  in  cafes  of  neceflity. 

The  wine  of  the  canton  of  Zug  is  very  acid  ; 
wmile  that  of  Zurich  is  both  mild  and  pow- 
erful. 

The  cantons  of  Zug  and  Lucerne  have 
plenty  of  various  kinds  of  ftone  fruit,  as  well 
as  walnuts,  and  chefnuts.  The  fine  growth 
of  the  chefnut  tree,  which  delights  in  a  mild 
climate,  verifies  the  cooling  influence  which 
is  afcribed  to  the  neighbouring  mountains,  and 
to  their  fituation  befide  the  lake.  The  canton 
of  Lucerne  is  uncommonly  fertile.  The  mea- 
dows and  woods,  in  which  I  faw  the  beech  as 
high  and  flexible  as  in  Holllein  and  the  fouth 
eaft  fide  of  the  duchy  of  Slefwick,  are  now  as 
green  and  frefh  as  in  fpring.  The  fertility  of 
the  foil,  the  mildnefs  of  die  climate,  the  gentle 
breezes  from  the  hills,  and  the  frequent  morn- 
ing miils,  maintain  this  freihnefs  longer  here 

N  .  than 
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than  in  the  north  of  Germany  ;  and  among 
our  ft'ill  more  northern  neighbours  ;  where 
fometimes  the  night  frofts,  and  at  others  the 
extreme  heat  of  the  long  fu  miner's  day,  toge- 
ther with  unfriendly  ftorms,  impart  a  more 
dark  and  lefs  lovely  verdure.  We  every  where 
beheld  fruitful  valleys,  clothed  with  luxuriant 
herbage,  and  various  Sowers.  Before  us  flood 
the  Rigi,  and  the  Pilatus ;  the  delightful  Reufs 
flowed  on  our  right.  How  different  is  it 
here,  where  its  broad  waters  roll  through 
pleafant  vales,  to  that  boifterous  impetu- 
ous Reufs  which  precipitates  its  thundering 
ftream  from  the  Gothard,  beneath  the  Devil's 
bridge  ! 

We  have  often  laughed,  you  know,  at 
French  travellers  ;  who  give  their  readers  a 
defcription  of  every  meal  they  make  :  but  you 
will  fcarcely  accufe  me  of  this  fault,  though  I 
fhould  tell  you  that  we  made  a  halt  on  the  ver- 
dant banks  of  the  Reufs  ;  and,  fitting  under 
the  fhade  of  overhanging  orchards,  with  the 
lofty  Pilatus  in  view,  ate  milk,  brought  by  kind 
and  beautiful  girls.  The  people  of  Zug  and 
Lucerne  are  very  handfome,  both  in  face  and 
form.  What  our  old  poet,  Walter,  has  faid  of 
Germans  in  general  is  particularly  applicable 

to 
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to  our  brothers  of  mod  of  the  cantons  among 
the  Alps. 

Der  deutfche  mann  ift  wohlgezogen, 
Und  wohlgethan  das  deutiche  weib  *  ! 

Freedom  and  opennefs  of  manners  charac- 
terize this  noble  and  beautiful  people  ;  who, 
among  their  mountains,  friendly,  dignified, 
and  unaffected,  exercife  that  virtue,  which  the 
Romans  and  Greeks  fuppofed  was  only  to  be 
found  in  cities ;  and  which  they  called  urba- 
nity :  a^eior^  and  urbanitas  :  and  which  we, 
having  apifhly  imitated,  have  from  courts 
called  courtefy  f.  The  unenflaved  fhepherds 
are  free  in  their  advances  ;  becaufe  they  can- 
not fufpect,  where  there  is  nothing  to  fear. 
They  approach  with  a  grace ;  for,  as  they 
want  for  nothing,  they  afk  for  nothing.  They 
love,  and  are  beloved  by,  ftrangers.  Perhaps 
they  love  them  becaufe  they  have  a  feeling 
of  their  own  fuperiority,  and  are  flattered  by 
the  frequent  vifits  of  travellers  ;  who  come 

*  The  German  man  is  well-limbed  j  (well  built  •,)  and 
well  formed  the  German  woman. 

f  A  note  is  omitted  relative  to  the  German  and  French 
ufe  of  the  words  Stadtlichkcit  and  Courtoiftef  becaufe  it 
would  be  unintereiling  and  not  very  intelligible  to  an 
Englifti  reader.  T. 

among 
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among  them  that  they  may  contemplate  the 
grandeur  of  nature,  and  the  freemen  of  Swit- 
zerland.   That  landlords  and  guides,  who  live 
by  ftrangers,  fhould  covet  the  money  of  ftran- 
gers  is  a  thing  to  be  expecled :  but  he  who 
accufes  the   inhabitants  of  Switzerland  of 
this  vice  has  had  no  intercourfe  with  the  peo- 
ple of  the  towns  or  the  country.  He  has  not 
eaten  in  the  cabins  of  the  fimple  fhepherds  of 
the  Alps,  nor  flept  under  the  flat  roofs  of  their 
huts,  on  the  fragrant  hay,  more  foundly  than 
on  beds  of  down.    Such  travellers  have  for- 
borne to  blufh,  with  the  dignity  of  feeling, 
when  their  friendly  hoft  has  refufed  to  accept 
money  for  his  hofpitality ;  or,  at  the  utmoft, 
would  receive  nothing  from  a  ftranger,  ex- 
cept a  roll  of  tobacco.  This  hofpitality  I  fhall 
never  forget.    I  experienced  it  in  my  firft 
journey  among  the  Swifs,  and  the  Grifons ; 
and  know  where  again  to  look  for  that  hu- 
manity, which  originates  in  a  delicate  fenfe  of 
what  is  noble  and  what  is  ignoble. 

The  countries  through  which  we  continued 
our  journey  were  delightful ;  and  we  arrived 
at  Lucerne  as  the  night  was  fetting  in. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  we  went  upon 
the  great  bridge  over  the  Reufs;  which  is  near 

its 
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its  junction  with  the  lake.  It  is  covered  at 
the  top,  after  the  manner  of  the  country,  but 
open  at  its  fides.  Here  are  numerous  prof- 
pe&s,  fupremely  beautiful.  In  my  opinion, 
no  town  in  Switzerland  is  fo  charmingly  fitu- 
ated  as  Lucerne.  Lovely  hills,  mingled  with 
groves  of  pine,  and  other  trees,  overlook  the 
town,  and  the  neighbouring  (hore  of  the  lake 
of  the  four  WaUtadte.  Behind  thefe  hills,  the 
Alps  are  feen  ;  and  beyond  them  more  dif- 
tant  and  higher  mountains,  rifing  to  the 
clouds.  The  Reufs  pours  its  waters  into  the 
lake,  with  its  accuftomed  impetuofity.  It  is 
navigable  ;  and,  by  means  of  the  Aar,  main- 
tains a  trade  between  Baden  and  Switzerland  ; 
fo  paffing  to  the  Rhine  ;  and  might  open  a 
more  valuable  intercourfe  with  Holland.  Be- 
fide,  the  neareft  road  to  Italy  is  over  the  Go- 
thard  ;  the  foot  of  which  ftretches  almoft  as  far 
as  Altorf,  in  the  canton  of  Uri,  on  the  fouth 
fiiore  of  the  lake.  But  the  canton  of  Lucerne^ 
like  mod  of  the  catholic  cantons,  is  deficient 
in  induftry.  From  its  fituation,  which  is  much 
more  convenient  than  that  of  Zurich,  and 
from  thofe  advantages  which  are  denied  Ge- 
neva by  its  jealous  neighbours,  Lucerne  might 
be  the  firft  commercial  town  of  Switzerland. 

Yet 
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Yet  what  comparifon  is  there  between  the  in- 
confiderable  trade  of  Lucerne  and  that  of 
Zurich  or  Geneva  ? 

Its  product,  in  corn,  is  more  than  fufricient 
for  its  own  confumption :  but,  at  the  peace 
of  1 71 2,  when  it  had  required  aid  from  Uri, 
Schweitz,  and  Unterwald,  againft  the  protef- 
tant  cantons,  it  bound  itfelf  ever  afterward  to 
fell  corn  to  the  burghers  of  thefe  cantons  at 
the  price  paid  by  its  own  citizens.  This  con- 
vention is  in  itfelf  good  :  and  in  the  true  fpirit 
of  the  confederacy.  Brothers  ought  not  to 
depend  on  the  caprice  of  brothers,  for  that 
which  is  neceflary  for  their  exiftence.  But  it 
was  weak  of  thefe  people,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  be  induced  by  threats  to  promife  never  to 
fortify  their  town.  It  is  excellent  for  a  free 
people,  like  thofe  of  antient  Sparta  and  of 
thefe  fmall  cantons,  to  difdain  the  fafeguard  of 
walls  ;  for  a  rule  fo  daring,  and  fo  dignified, 
gives  life  and  fecurity  to  freedom  :  but,  when 
a  town  forbears  to  build  walls  becaufe  it  is 
menaced,  it  will  appear  that  it  has  need  of 
them. 

This  ftipulation  was  made  in  an  unlucky 
hour,  perhaps  by  an  unenlightened  govern- 
ment }  and  it  may  be  afeed  whether  any  pro- 

o  mife 
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mlfe  can  be  binding  on  a  people,  the  evident 
tendency  of  which  is  their  political  injury  ? 

Perhaps  it  was  this,  though  degrading,  yet, 
honourable  obfervance  of  old  engagements, 
which  fo  long  held  the  people  of  Lucerne  de- 
pendant on  Auftria.  They  waged,  in  behalf 
of  their  oppreffors,  and  without  receiving  any 
aid  from  them,  a  ruinous  war  againft  the  can- 
tons of  Schweitz,  Uri,  and  Unterwald  ;  which 
war  not  only  deftroyed  their  trade  but  involved 
them  in  infupportable  expences.  Of  old  and 
often  has  the  houfe  of  Auftria  incurred  the 
reproach  of  forfeiting  its  engagements,  when 
they  were  moft  indifpenfible.  Lucerne,  juftly 
offended,  renounced  an  ally  that,  though  very 
cxpenfive,  afforded  no  aid  ;  and,  in  the  year 
1352,  united  itfelf  with  the  other  confede- 
rates ;  and,  by  its  courage  and  love  of  freedom, 
fhewed  itfelf  worthy  of  that  noble  alliance 
which  virtuous  nations  form  with  each  other. 

The  deeds  of  their  anceftors  are  painted  on 
the  great  bridge ;  and,  poor  as  the  pictures 
are,  they  gave  me  pleafure.  They  muft  not 
be  confidered  as  works  of  art,;  but,  as  records 
of  memorable  acls,  are  highly  honourable  ;  for 
they  nurture  a  glowing  love  of  freedom.  I 
might  reply  to  any  unfeafonable  critic  in  the 

words 
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words  of  Shakfpeare  ;  when  the  courtiers,  in 
the  Midfummer  Night's  Dream,  were  defpifing 
the  rude  dialogue  of  Moonfhine  and  Wall ; 
and  when  Thefeus  made  them  this  remark* 

able  anfwer  "  The  beft  of  this  kind  are 

but  fhadows  ;  and  the  worft  of  them  are  not 
worfe,  if  imagination  amend  them." 

On  a  lefs  bridge,  over  the  Reufs,  which  lies 
at  a  greater  diftance,  are  paintings  that  bear 
fome  refemblance  to  Holbein's  Dance  of  Death; 
as  it  may  be  feen  in  Bade,  and  Lubeck.  It 
was  the  old  German  cuftom  to  mingle  the 
moft  ferious  fubjects  and  the  mofl  ludicrous 
vagaries. 

From  this  place  we  went  to  vifit  General 
Pfyffer ;  a  lieutenant-general  in  the  French 
fervice,  and  a  native  of  Lucerne  ;  who  has  em- 
ployed twenty  years  upon  a  model  of  Switzer- 
land. He  has  worked  from  his  own  town  as 
from  a  centre  ;  for  it  is  nearly  in  the  centre  of 
the  country.  He  undertook  his  work  with  in- 
telligence; and  has  continued  it  with  admirable 
dexterity,  and  fortitude.  This  model,  the  fize 
of  which  is  vaft,  contains  two  hundred  and 
twenty  fquare  leagues.  Hills  and  valleys  keep 
their  due  place,  and  proportion  ;  and  we  are 
amazed  to  find  that  the  Albis,  which  we  had 

vol.  1.  L  their 
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fuppofed  fo  large  a  mountain,  compared  to 
the  Rigi  was  quite  insignificant  :*  that  this 
again  is  trifling  to  the  Pilatus ;  and  that  the 
Pilatus  itfelf  is  much  inferior  to  the  ridge  of 
Glaciers,  which  with  their  lofty  heads  ftretcfr 
from  the  Krifpalt,  where  the  Rhine  takes  its 
rife,  and  extend  to  the  mountains  of  Savoy- 
Thefe  laft  are  not  in  the  model ;  but  the  Krif- 
palt is  ;  and  a  part  of  the  Gothard,  which  is 
by  no  means  fo  lofty.  Each  high  road,  each 
foot  path  that  leads  over  the  mountains,  each 
waterfall,  river,  and  bridge,  each  town  and  vil- 
lage, nay  every  houfe  has  its  place  in  the  mo- 
del. The  difference  between  pine  forefts  and 
other  woods  is  even  diftinguiihahle- 

The  difficulties  he  has  encountered  may 
eafily  be  imagined,  wHere  every  hill  and  valley 
is  accurately  laid  down,  and  where  a  {ingle 
rock,  or  a  hedge  will  often  take  him  as  much 
time  as  a  mountain  ;  or  a  foreft.  Thele  diffi- 
culties were  increafed  by  the  jealoufy  of  the 
little  cantons,  in  behalf  of  their  freedom  :  for 
they  often  interrupted  and  prevented  him, 
from  the  fear  that  his  plans  might  be  ufeful  to 
an  enemy.  Many  of  them  therefore  were  taken 
by  moonlight.  Valleys  and  mountains,  which 
had  been  fuppofed  impaffable,  were  vifited  by 
i  this 
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this  indefatigable  man ;  who  was  above  fifty 
years  old  when  he  began  the  work.  1  His  in- 
dustry and  art  are  alike  confpicuous.  His 
material  is  maftic,  to  which  he  gives  the  na- 
tural colours  of  objects.  I  fuppofed  that  his 
pines  were  made  out  of  fcoria :  he  fmiled, 
went  into  his  cabinet,  and  came  back  with  a 
cotton  nightcap  on  his  head  that  wTas  roigB. 
and  downy.  "  With  down  like  this,"  faid  he, 
"  which  I  coat  with  maftic,  I  make  the  forefts 
of  pine  that  you  perceive." 

On  that  fide  where  he  has  placed  his  fouth- 
ern  mountains,  he  has  erected  a  fmall  fcaffbld, 
at  a  diftance  ;  which  he  afcends  by  fteps.  From 
this,  a  view  of  the  whole  work  mav  beft  be 
taken.  Here  I  beheld,  in  miniature,  what  I 
had  formerly  feen  from  the  Hochwang:  (a 
mountain  in  the  country  of  theGrifons:)  the 
mountains  of  Tyrol  on  the  right,  the  Gothard 
on  the  left,  and ,  between  them  numberlefs 
mountain  tops  that  filled  up  the  fpacious  in- 
terval. 

He  likewife  (hewed  us  a  picture  of  Henry 
IV  of  France,  on  horfeback,  painted  on  can- 
vas ;  which  had  been  found  in  the  Reufs,  in 
which  river  it  had  probably  long  been  buried. 
During  eight  days  that  it  was  drying,  an  almoft 

L  2  infup- 
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infupportable  ftench  exhaled  from  it ;  yet  the 
colours  are  not  wholly  gone.  The  date  mark- 
ed on  it  is  1 60 1.  Henry  is  painted  with  the 
armour  which  he  prefented  to  the  people  of 
Scleure,  and  which  they  ftill  keep  in  their  ar- 
moury. 

General  Pfyffer  is  a  pleafant,  animated,  old 
man  ;  nearly  eighty  years  of  age.  He  informed 
us  of  the  nature  of  the  Rigi  ;  which  appears 
to  confift  wholly  of  little  flints.  Thefe,  it  is 
fuppofed,  have  been  waflied  by  fome  great 
floods,  probably  the  deluge,  from  fuperior 
mountains ;  and  may  have  formed  the  Rigi. 
:  Petrified  mufcles  are  found  on  the  Pilatus  ;  as 
they  are  upon  fo  many  other  mountains;  where 
we  like  wife  often  find  the  forms  and  impref- 
fions  of  various  rifh  in  ftone. 

In  the.  afternoon,  we  made  a  trip  on  the  lake 
to  Stansftadt ;  in  the  canton  of  Unterwald. 
From  the  fhore  we  favv  the  Alps  proper.  Moll 
of  [them  were  loaded  above  with  pines  ;  and 
below  with  various  green  trees.  The  herdf- 
men  feed  their  cattle  on  the  tops  of  thefe 
mountains  ;  during  June,  July,  and  Auguft. 
In  fpring,  and  autumn,  they  graze  on  lefler 
heights;  or  in  valleys.  Their  cabins,  upon 
the  Alps  are  called  Sennhlitten  ;  and  a  herdf- 

man 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  149 

man  with  his  family,  flock,  and  hut,  a  Sen- 
nerrey.  Here  they  make  their  cheefe,  and  but- 
ter ;  which,  at  the  end  of  the  week,  they  bring 
to  fell  among  the  villages. 

Trees  of  walnut  and  various  fruits  are 
planted  on  the  mores  of  the  lake.  On  the 
fides  of  the  hills.,  fmall  beech  trees  grow  among 
the  fteep  faliant  rocks  ;  and,  from  the  cliffs  of 
thefe,  tall  pines  rife,  or  hanging  woods  :  while 
country  feats,  and  houfes  difperfed,  give  the 
•foreground  a  variety  the  pleafure  of  which  is 
greatly  heightened  by  the  towering  prefence 
of  the  Alps.  On  thefe  mountains,  the  dun 
verdure  of  pine  forefts  is  intermingled  with 
plats  of  emerald  green,;  which,  by  the  mild 
reflection  of  the  morning  and  evening  horizon, 
produce  a  peculiar  effect  on  the  eye.  The'Pila- 
vtus,  the  Rigi,  and  the  B  urge nberg,  rife  one 
above  the  other;  and  beyond  them  lofty 
•mountains  ftill  more  gigantic.  We  landed  at 
Stansftadt,  a  fmall  village  of  Unterwald,  half 
a  league  from  Stanz  ;  which  is  the  chief  place 
>of  the  canton.  Men,  women,  and  children, 
;came  round  us ;  and  Jianded  us  on  fhore,  as 
if  we  had  been  known  and  expected  guefts. 

Unterwald  is  divided  into  two  communi- 
ties ;  which  are  called  Ober.wald,  and  Unter- 

L  3  wald. 
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wald.  Each  has  its  landammann,  its  council, 
and  its  general  affembly ;  but,  in  the  general 
affairs  of  the  thirteen  cantons,  they  form  only 
one  canton. 

Cc  all  the  people  of  Switzerland,  thofe  of 
Unterwald  arc  perhaps  raoft  honoured  and 
loved  by  the  other  cantons :  for,  to  the  cou- 
rage and  zeal  for  liberty  difplayed  by  Arnold 
von  Melchtahl,  they  join  the  amiable  concord 
and  (implicity  of  their  no  lefs  great  country- 
man Nicholas  von  der  Flue. 

This  worthy  man  had  lived  twenty  years  a 
hermit,  ferving  God  in  calm  retirement,  when, 
towrard  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the 
people  of  Freiburg  and  Soleure  were  accepted 
as  part  of  the  confederate  cantons.  This  was 
very  agreeable  to  the  ariftocratic  cantons  ;  but 
not  to  the  democratic :  who,  dreading  the  in- 
c:eafe  of  power  of  the  former,  had  nearly  in- 
volved the  whole  in  a  dangerous  conteft.  An 
affembly  of  the  deputies  of  the  confederates 
was  held  at  Stanz;  and  was  very  tempeftuous, 
A  clergyman  of  Stanz  went  to  Nicholas  voa 
der  Flue  (that  is  of  the  rocks)  and  entreated 
him  to  coi  ^e  and  appeafe  their  violence.  Fie 
came,  reminded  them  of  their  common  vic- 
tories, which  facred  concord  only  had  obtained 

for 
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for  them,  moved  them  by  his  eloquence, 
quieted  the  apprehen lions  of  the  democrats, 
perfuaded  them  to  accept  Freiburg  and  Soleure 
among  the  confederate  cantons,  and,  having 
feen  them  all  mingle  and  embrace  as  brothers, 
he  returned  to  his  hermitage  ;  blefling  God, 
and  bleffed  by  the  people  he  had  ferved,  Kis 
memory  is  revered  in  Unterwald.  They  re- 
gard him  as  their  faint ;  and  every  child  can 
relate  fomething  of  brother  Klaus  :  for  that  is 
the  name  by  which  he  is  familiarly  known. 

Beyond  Stansftadt,  lies  a  fruitful  vale  of 
meadows,  furrotmded  by  hilk,  which,  after 
the  manner  of  the  country,  is  planted  with 
walnut  trees ;  the  larger!  I  have  ever  feen. 
The  vicinity  of  a  rocky  hill,  covered  with  leafy 
•trees,  enticed  us  to  its  fhade ;  where  my  fon 
'difcovered  a  waterfall,  to  which  we  went. 
Down  this  overhanging  mo  fly  rock  the  water, 
in  various  flreams,  hurries  ;  and,  falling  upon 
a  jutting  fione,  rolls  afterward  foaming  among 
in  the  flints  to  a  deep  valley. 

On  this  part  of  the  hill  is  a  rocky  cavity, 
-hung  round  with  brufli  wood.  We  climbed 
up  the  rock,  till  we  could  touch  the  water  as 
it  was  d'efcending  -through  the  air.  Here  we 
-difcovered  a  cliff,  which  feemed  to  have  been 
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formed  by  nature  for  a  moft  delightful  hermit 
age.  The  entrance,  which  is  fufficiently  larg 
is  overhung  with  bufhes  :  and,  when  within 
the  waterfall,  the  whole  of  the  mountain  Pila- 
tus,  and  through  a  fmall  opening  fideway  the 
horizon,  may  be  feen.  If  man  would  enjoy 
the  earth,  he  muft  be  able  to  look  up  to  hea- 
ven. This  cave  is  wild,  and  bold.  Here  and 
here,  the  linden  tree  finds  a  place  among  niches 
and  cliffs  ;  while  its  bending  branches  hang 
much  lower  than  its  roots.  I  never  remember 
to  have  feen  a  place  that  I  contemplated  with 
more  pleasure,  or  left  with  more  regret. 

On  our  return,  we  occafionally  met  a  man 
or  a  wTornan  ;  who  accofted  us  as  they  came 
up,  and  converfed  in  the  moft  unaffected 
friendly  manner. 

We  returned  to  our  veffel ;  and  had  not 
proceeded  far  before  the  twilight  of  the  diftant 
hi  lis  began  to  brighten  ;  and,  above  the  dark 
pines  of  the  Burgenberg  of  Unterwald,  the 
moon  was  feen  rifing.  You  are  acquainted 
with  the  tender  effect  produced,  cn  land  and 
water,  by  her  light ;  but  you  muft  have  feen 
her  among  mountains  like  thefe,  where,  even 
during  her  abfeoce,  the  varieties  of  fhadow 
among  the  hills  and  valleys  produce  an  ever 

variable 
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variable  fcene,  to  have  had  a  full  concep- 
tion of  her  power.  The  iky,  and  the  moun^ 
tain  Pilatus,  were  cloudlefs,  and  the  moon  gra- 
dually reproduced  the  diftant  mountains  and 
the  lake,  which  had  difappeared  at  the  clofe 
of  day.  The  bells,  round  the  necks  of  cattle, 
were  heard  from  the  Alps  :  founds  that  give 
peculiar  pleafure  to  their  inhabitants.  They 
are  the  only  harmlefs  luxury  of  a  people 
among  whom  luxury  is  unknown.  Many  a 
favourite  cow  bears  a  large  bell  about  her 
neck  ;  which  often  is  worth  twice  as  much 
as  herfelf,  and  wrhich  often  has  been  the  or- 
nament of  the  fucceffive  herd.  Thefe  bells  are 
neceffary  :  for,  when  a  fingle  cow  or  a  wThole 
herd  fhall  have  ftrayed,  by  their  found  they 
are  not  only  recovered  by  the  herdfman,  but 
they  find  each  other. 

The  more,  between  Stansftadt  and  Lucerne, 
is  variegated  with  fmall  beech  trees,  jutting 
little  hills,  and  bold  rocks,  that  catch  the  eye. 
Shrubs  are  fcattered  among  the  cliffs ;  and  pine 
fucceeds  to  pine,  bearing  their  tops  towrard  the 
clouds.  Can  you  not  form  to  yourfelf  fome 
faint  idea  of  the  delightful  fpectacle,  wrhich 
thefe  objects,  the  moon,  and  the  lake  afforded? 

We  have  devoted  to-day  and  yefterday  to 

a  furvey 


15+  TRAVELS  OF 

a  furvey  of  the  beautiful  lake,  and  its  more. 
The  fame  fine  weather  which  hitherto  has  ac- 
companied us  on  our  journey  was  our  attend- 
ant over  the  lake,  on  our  vifit  to  the  faint  o 
Switzerland.  As  I  mail  often  have  occafion  to 
mention  William  Tell  in  thefe  letters,  I  will 
give  you  his  hiftory  in  a  few  words.  Gefsler, 
the  Auftrian  governor,  who  lived  at  Kiifnacht 
in  the  canton  of  Schweitz,  in  order  to  break 
the  independent  fpirit  of  the  people  of  Uri, 
had  hung  his  hat  upon  a  lance,  at  Altorf ;  and 
had  given  orders  that  all  who  paffed  it  mould 
be  uncovered,  in  token  of  fubjedlion.  Wil- 
liam Tell,  an  inhabitant  of  Schacherthals  near 
Altorf,  paffed  the"  hat,  and  omitted  the  cere- 
mony. When  Gefsler  came  to  Altorf,  to  hold 
a  court  of  juftice  for  the  canton  of  Uri,  com- 
plaints were  lodged  againft  Tell  for  difobedi- 
ence.  The  accufed  boldly  declared  he  would 
not  bow  to  a  hat  without  a  head.  The  go- 
vernor, or  Zwhighcrr*^  for  this  was  the  figni- 
ficant  title  given  by  the  people  of  Switzerland 
to  the  Auftrian  governor,  condemned  Tell  to 
{hoot  an  apple  from  the  head  of  his  fon. 
Thus  compelled,  Tell  brought  his  fon,  refo- 

lutely  took  aim,  hit  the  apple,  and  did  not 

i 

*  Zwing  is  to  force  :  herr  is  lord.  T. 

hurt 
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hurt  the  boy.  Being  afked  by  the  governor 
why  he  had  brought  another  arrow,  he  at  firft 
alleged  the  ufe  of  arms  as  his  reafon  ;  but, 
being  pre  (Ted,  he  replied  :  "  Had  I  (truck  my 
child,  I  would  have  buried  this  in  your  heart." 

The  governor  put  him  in  fetters  ;  and  took 
him  on  board  his  boat,  to  bring  him  to  Kiif- 
nacht.  A  ftorm  came  on,  and  the  boatmen  ex- 
pected to  be  loft,  unlefs  Tel!,  who  was  an  ex- 
cellent pilot,  would  fleer :  for  the  deep  mores 
of  thefe  lakes  have  few  landing  places  ;  and 
ftorms,  coming  from  the  mountains,  are  fud- 
den  and  often  dangerous.  Tell  was  releafed, 
and  put  to  the  helm.  While  fleering,  he 
thought  of  the  means  of  efcape.  As  he  ap- 
proached the  more,  he  perceived  a  projecting 
{tone,  on  which  he  leapt,  and  with  his  foot 
puftied  the  boat  back  to  the  lake  ;  then,  taking 
an  unfrequented  path,  he  haftened  to  Kiif- 
nacht.  Gefsler  likewife  came  there ;  and 
mounted  his  horfe,  to  ride  to  his  caftle.  Tell, 
in  ambufh,  waylaid  him  ;  and  (hot  him  from 
his  horfe. 

"We  intended  to  pafs  along  the  lake  as  far  as 
Fliiele :  but  we  firft  vifited  Kiifnacht ;  the 
place  where  the  Tjimngherr  felL 

We  proceeded  along  a  fertile,  mild,  rifing 

fliore 
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{hove  on  the  north  of  the  lake^;  where  man 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Lucerne  have  pleafan' 
country  houfes.  We  faw  the  ruins  of  a  hunting 
caftle  of  the  ancient  Counts  of  Habfbyrg  :  for 
this  is  the  name  it  bears,  after  its  former  pof- 
feflfors ;  though  this  family  muft  mot  he  con- 
founded with  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  It  lies 
near  Schinznach,  in  the  canton  of  Berne.  Im- 
mediately afterward,  we  perceived,  behind  two 
fmall  infulated  rocks,  one  decorated  with  a 
crofs  the  other  with  a  chapel,  the  little  ifland 
of  Altftadt ;  where,  near  the  remains  of  a  gra- 
nary, the  Abbe  Raynal  had  projected  to  erect 
an  obelifk,  with  a  Latin  infcription,  to  the 
memory  of  the  three  great  men,  who  firft 
bound  themfelves  by  oath  to  the  caufe  of  free- 
dom. The  place  where  this  confederacy  began 
is  in  the  canton  of  Uri.  I  fhall  fay  more  of  it 
hereafter.  Raynal,  by  the  intermiflion  of  the 
Landammann,  Minter,  in  the  year  1780,  en- 
deavoured to  gain  permiffion  of  the  canton  to 
erect  his  monument :  but  the  wary  people  of 
Uri  fhewed  no  inclination  to  grant  his  requeft. 

"  It  was  their  opinion,'5  faid  a  Swifs  writer, 
"  that  there  never  will  be  any  occafion  for  a 
"  monument  of  ftone,  while  the  confederates 
*'  fhall  think  as  they  do  at  prefent ;  and  while 

&  every 
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H  every  Swifs,  the  firft  time  he  fhall  fail  part 
w  Griitlin,  and,,  landing,  fhall  be  fhewn  the 
"  honourable  place  where  the  freedom  of 
u  Switzerland  was  planned,  fhall  blefs  his  an- 
"  ceftors,  thank  his  God,  congratulate  himfelf, 
<#  and  feel  that  he  is  free.  And,  fhould  our 
"  defcendants  forget  thefe  feelings,  which  we 
*6  hope  they  never  will,  fuch  a  monument 
cc  would  be  as  ufelefs,  to  the  confederates,  as, 
"  in  the  decline  of  thq  republic,  the  monu- 
"  ments  of  Rome  were  to  the  enflaved  Ro- 
"  mans 

Not  perceiving  in  the  anfwer  any  pofitive 
refufal,.  the  Abbe  perfifted  in  his  defign :  but, 
finding  fome  trouble  with  the  proprietor  of 
the  fpot  where  he  intended  to  erect  his  obe- 
lifk,  he  fixed  upon  another  clofe  by,  called 
Treib.  Offended  at  the  people  of  Uri,  he 
afked  and  obtained  permiffion  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Lucerne  to  erecl:  his  monument  on 
the  little  ifland  where  it  ftands.  It  is  a  fmall 
infignificant  obeiifk  ;  and  its  appearance  is  the 
more  paltry  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
granary.  Such  a  monument,  with  its  Latin 
infcription,  may  indeed  bear  as  much  pro- 

*  Schweitzer  mufeum:  v.  J.  1783. 

portion 
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portion  to  the  event  it  is  meant  to  celebrate  as 
the  Abbe  himfelf  to  the  three  heroes,  who  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  government  which,  for 
five  hundred  years,  has  been  a  bleffing  to  the 
people  that  enjoy  it,  and  an  honour  to  the  hu- 
man race*. 

We  landed  at  Kiifnacht,  and  walked  to  the 
ftreet  which  is  called  the  Hohlengaffe  ;  which 
is  the  narrow  way  through  which  the  gover- 
nor rode.  They  fhewed  us  the  place  where 
Tell  flood  when  he  mot  him.  A  chapel  is 
built  over  the  fpot  where  Gefsler  fell ;  in 
which  a  folemn  mafs  is  annually  performed. 
Over  the  entrance  are  thefe  lines  : 

Hier  ift  Gefslers  hochmut  vom  Tell  erfchoffen, 
Und  der  Schwyzer  edle  freiheit.entfprofien  *, 
Wie  lang  wird  aber  folche  wahrqn  ? 
Noch  lang  wenn  wir  die  alte  warenj". 

Such  is  the  reverence  for  their  anceftors, 
fuch  the  caution,  fuch  the  facred  fpirit  of  free- 
dom, which  characterize  thefe  happy  people. 

*  The  Baron  is  a  truly  liberal  minded  man,  fometimes  : 
*tis  pity  he  is  not  fo  always.  T. 

f  Here  the  arrogant  Gefsler  was  fhot  by  Tell : 
And  the  noble  freedom  of  Switzerland  took  birth. 
But  how  long  will  it  endure  ? 
Tor  ever,  did  we  but  referable  our  forefathers. 

We 
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We  vifited  the  ruins  of  the  tower  of  the 
Zwingbcrr;  which  ftill  are  {landing.  Before 
we  arrived,  we  faw,  from  a  fmall  eminence> 
on  one  fide  the  lake  and  the  hill  of  Zug,  and 
on  the  other  the  Rigl,  and  the  lake  of  the  four 
WaMladte.  Kiimacht  is  a  bailiwick,  fubjeft  to 
the  canton  of  Schweitz  ;  and  is  inhabited  by 
many  of  the  democratic  peafants  of  that  canton. 

We  again  took  boat.  The  green  waves  of 
the  lake  were  as  clear  as  cryflal,  and  we  could 
fee  fome  fathoms  deep  through  its  emerald 
waters,  quite  to  the  bottom.  The  depth  in 
many  parts  is  extraordinary ;  and,  according 
to  the  account  of  our  boatman,  frequently  as 
much  as  fix  hundred  fathoms,  between  Brun- 
nen  and  Altorf.  It  is  generally  overlooked 
by  the  Alps;  which  are  loaded  with  the  beech, 
the  chefnut,  the  pine,  and  other  green  trees ; 
fome  growing  on  the  fummit,  others  on  the 
fide.  Here  and  there  a  houfe  is  feen.  At  one 
time,  a  narrow  foot  path  winds  befide  the  lake: 
at  another,  the  rocky  foot  of  the  mountains 
ftretches  out,  and  links  perpendicularly  into 
the  deep :  the  ever  verdant  paftures  of  the 
mountains  intermingle  with  the  dark  green  of 
the  pine.  Here  ftands  a  herdfman's  fennerey  ; 
and  there,  between  rocks,  a  hermit's  folitary 

habitation. 
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habitation.  On  the  daring  and  tremendous 
cliff,  houfes,  and  often  churches,  which  feem 
to  be  inacceffible,  are  built.  The  imagination 
fcarcely  can  conceive  there  is  fafety  for  men, 
on  thefe  bold  projecting  crags :  nor  can  we 
but  tremble,  left  children,  if  they  fet  foot  out 
of  doors,  fhould  tumble  headlong  into  the  lake. 
Yet  continually  whole  villages  hang,  as  it  were, 
between  the  rocks  and  the  lake.  The  fpires 
of  churches,  which  in  open  countries  would  be 
feen  to  a  great  diftance,  regarded  from  the  lake, 
appear  as  infignificant  as  fo  many  ninepins. 
Flint  {tones  mark  the  pafiage  of  the  fnow  ri- 
vulets ;  which  rufh  down  during  the  fpring, 
but  of  which  natural  beauty  we  muft  now  be 
deprived.  The  monftrous  crags,  down  which 
they  hurry,  and  on  whofe  leafy  tops  the  Sor- 
bus^  with  its  red  berries,  nods  its  head,  denote 
their  impetuofity. 

Higher  mountains,  with  their  bold  round 
backs,  rife  behind  the  Alps :  and  every  where, 
from  the  middle  of  the  lake,  profpe£ts  equally 
aftoniftiing  are  feen.  The  eye  frequently 
catches  a  glimpfe  of  the  diftant  glaciers,  though 
concealed  by  the  intervening  mountains. 

Between  two  long  promontories,  called  the 
Nafen,  the  land  declines,  and  intrudes  upon 

the 
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the  lake ;  which  there  becomes  narrowed.  As 
We  pafied  this  place,  we  vifited  the  little  free 
ftate  of  Gerfau.  At  peace  with  the  whole 
world,  honoured  by  the  confederates,  its  inha- 
bitants live  befide  the  lake,  under  a  fingle  Alp, 
which  conftitutes  their  whole  empire  :  a  harm- 
lefs  united  people  ;  who  have  heroically  com- 
bated for  the  freedom  of  themfelves  and  their 
allies. 

This  ftate  contains  nine  hundred  fouls : 
between  two  and  three  hundred  of  whom 
conflitute  their  general  affembly.  Like  the 
democratic  cantons,  they  every  year  choofe 
two  Landammanne ;  who  are  at  the  head  of 
the  council  and  the  executive  government. 
The  council  confifts  of  nine  perfons ;  who, 
like  the  counfellors  of  the  confederacy,  enjoy 
their  dignity  for  life. 

In  the  year  1359,  Gerfau  entered  into  alli- 
ance with  the  four  Waldftadten  *,  Schweitz, 
Uri,  Unterwald,  and  Lucerne.  Gerfau  is  no 
canton  ;  and,  probably  becaufe  it  is  fo  fmall, 

*  Literally,  Foreft-towns :  but  Schweitz,  Uri,  and 
Unterwald,  like  Glaris  and  Appenzel,  have  no  towns. 
StaJt  here  fignifies  not  town,  but  free  ftate  ;  7ro*i;>  civitas, 
tite.  Wald  means  a  woody  mountain.  Thus  we  fay  Thu- 
ringerwald,  and  Schwarzwald. 

Vol.  I.  M  fends 
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lends  no  deputies  to  the  general  aflembly ; 
nor  has  any  mare  in  the  general  government 
of  Switzerland.  In  certain  cafes,  there  is  an 
appeal  from  their  own  council,  either  to 
Schweitz  or  Lucerne :  the  choice  is  in  the 
appellant.  They  have  not  condefcended  to 
this  appeal  from  weaknefs  ;  but  probably  from 
a  juft  confidence  in  their  neighbours,  and  be- 
caufe  they  might  perceive  danger  to  property, 
if  the  firft  fentence  were  decifive.  Safety  and 
freedom  might  be  mere  names,  where  the 
decifion  of  a  judge,  often  partial  and  always 
liable  to  error,  mould  not  be  revocable  by  the 
general  affembly.  In  fhort,  they  faw  that  the 
maker  of  law  and  the  judge  of  law  could  not 
be  united  in  the  fame  perfon,  without  dan- 
ger of  tyranny ;  they  therefore  referved  to 
themfelves  the  power  of  appeal.  The  power 
of  legiflatmg,  declaring  war,  making  treaties, 
and  choofing  their  Landammanne,  is  in  the 
people.  They  might  wifely  have  remembered 
(for  the  founders  of  little  ftates  maturely  re- 
flect, while  the  founders  of  great  too  often 
fport  with  the  welfare  of  mankind) — I  fay, 
hey  might  have  remembered  that,  being  fo 
few  in  number,  neighbourhood,  kindred, and 
friendfhip  might  influence  the  judge;  and,  if 

they 
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they  even  mould  not,  might  occafion  him  to 
be  fufpected.  For  this  reafon,  they  referred 
the  confirmation  of  their  own  fentence  to 
foreign  judges. 

Many  will  laugh  at  me,  for  this  long  defcrip- 
tion  of  fo  fmall  a  tribe.  Thofe  who  eftimate 
lands  by  their  exent,  and  people  by  their  num- 
bers, will  certainly  overlook  Gerfau  ;  but  you, 
I  think,  will  not* 

We  next  perceived  the  little  town  of  Brun- 
nen  ;  and,  beyond  it,  Schweitz,  lying  between 
its  two  great  rocks  called  the  Haken :  it  is 
the  chief  place  of  the  canton  of  the  fame  name. 
We  continued  failing  fome  leagues,  while  the 
lake  ftill  grew  narrower ;  and  were  delighted 
by  the  tall  beech,  afh,  and  pine,  which  hang 
in  an  inconceivable  manner  out  of  the  fteep 
rocks  of  the  upright  more,  in  the  cavities  of 
which  they  take  root.  Here  the  land  forms 
a  cape  ;  at  the  point  of  which  there  is  a  pro- 
digious rock,  that  has  fallen  into  the  lake: 
where,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  land,  it  (lands 
erect  like  a  watch  tower.  Some  pines  grow 
on  its  top  ;  with  a  large  withered  oak,  which 
has  decayed  for  want  of  foil.  Two  cranes 
were  ftanding  on  the  rock  ;  which  took  flight 
at  our  approach. 

M  2  Having 
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Having  pafled  this  crag,  other  fcenes  arc 
prefent.  Rocks  of  various  figures  rife  tower- 
ing to  the  eye.  The  profpecl  continually 
changes  ;  and,  as  you  fail  on,  that  which  ap- 
peared the  neareft  gives  place  to  that  which 
you  fuppofed  the  fartheft  off.  The  end  of  the 
lake  is  feen;  and  beyond  it  the  hills  which 
conceal  the  Gothard,  Thofe  who  have  neve? 
vifited  Switzerland,  and  have  no  other  con- 
ception of  the  Alps  than  by  comparifon  with 
the  hills  of  their  own  country,  will  certainly 
have  a  lefs  juft  idea  of  thefe  fcenes  than  thofe 
who,  never  having  feen  mountains,  indulge 
in  the  adventurous  flights  of  imagination. 
Nature  here  boldly  ftretches,  far  beyond  her 
common  limits,  and  her  general  prudence* 
Pleafure  is  continually  maintained,  by  an  af- 
femblage  of  the  beautiful,  the  terrible,  and  the 
fublime. 

Befide  us,  we  faw  the  Griitlin  ;  and,  on  the 
oppofite  coaft,  we  vifited  the  chapel  of  Tell,  in 
the  canton  of  Uri,  ftanding  on  the  fpot  where 
he  fprang  out  of  the  boat,  and  drove  it  with 
his  foot  from  the  more.  There  is  a  folemn 
proceffion  annually  made  here.  Mafs  is  read  ; 
and  a  fermon  is  preached,  on  the  origin  of 
freedom.  Thefe  paftoral  people  delight  in 
5  fuch 
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fuch  monuments,  which  awaken  and  fan&ify 
in  them  the  love  of  freedom.  The  neigh- 
bouring fteep  rocks  are  adorned  by  nature 
with  flowers,  and  gaily  fpringing  evergreens. 
Among  them,  fearful  cavities  are  feen  :  while 
goats  graze  on  their  dreadful  cliffs,  and  here 
and  there  a  crane  peeps  from  among  thethick 
and  inacceffible  bufhes. 

We  came  to  Fliiele,  at  the  end  of  the  lake, 
foon  enough  to  go  to  Altorf ;  which  is  half 
a  league  farther.  We  paffed  through  a  fertile 
valley,  among  numerous  amphitheatres ;  form- 
ed by  the  mountains  and  the  prodigious  rocks  ; 
and  reached  Altorf  about  twilight.  This  is 
the  chief  place  of  the  canton  of  Uri ;  and  here 
the'general  affembly  meet,  on  the  firft  Sunday 
in  May.  The  canton  of  Uri  is  divided  into 
ten  confederacies  ;  or,  as  a  German  would  call 
them,  ten  circles  :  from  each  of  which,  fix  of 
their  burghers  are  chofen,  as  counfellors. 
Thefe  fixty  counfellors,  as  in  the  other  demo-  ■ 
cratic  cantons,  enjoy  their  office  for  life.  Once 
in  two  years,  two  Landammanne  are  elected  : 
each  of  which  has  his  year  of  administration. 
To  the  one  ia  office,  is  added  a  deputy  ;  called 
a  Statthalter.  The  general  affembly  enacts, 
alters,  and  repeals  laws,  forms  alliances,  and 
M  3  makes 
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makes  war  and  peace.  This  conftitution  5a 
common  to  all  the  democratic  cantons. 

The  people  of  Uri  have  two  colleges  *| 
the  members  of  which  are  counfellors ;  and 
two  courts  of  juftice  ;  civil,  and  criminal.  An 
appeal  lies  to  the  general  council :  but,  in  this 
cafe,  a  citizen  is  added  to  each  counfellor.  The 
general  afTembly  takes  no  cognizance  of  legal 
proceedings. 

In  times  when  through  all  Europe  the  le- 
giflative  and  executive  power  were  either  not 
fufficiently  feparated,  or  entirely  confounded, 
the  fimple  inhabitants  of  the  Alps  difcovered 
more  wifdorn  than  either  Greece  or  Rome. 

Each  youth  of  Uri  enjoys  the  right  of  citi- 
zenfhip  at  fourteen.  The  number  of  armed 
citizens  is  above  three  thoufand :  but  this  is 
not  the  whole  amount  of  men  able  to  bear 
arms.  The  fruitful  valley  of  Liviner,  which 
lies  beyond  the  Gothard,  and  is  inhabited  by 
Italians,  is  fubjeel;  to  Uri.  Three  other  Ita- 
lian diftri&s,  Riviera,  Pollenz,  and  Bellenz,  are 
fubjeel:  to  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Unterwald  :  as 
likewife  are  Meynthal,  Mendris,  Lugano,  and 
Locarno,  to  the  eleven  other  cantons*  Ap- 

*  Political,  not  academical  inftUutions.  T. 

penzel 
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penzel  only  has  no  part  in  thefe  dlftri&s  ; 
and,  with  the  noble  Perfian,  Otanes,  may  boqft 
that  they  neither  govern  nor  are  governed. 
From  the  Italian  high  bailiffs,  who  are  each 
of  them  named  by  the  canton  to  which  the 
diftri&s  they  govern  are  fubjecT:,  the  people 
have  an  appeal  to  the  general  affembly  of  Lo- 
carno*. I  believe,  I  have  fomewhere  faid 
that  the  high  bailiffs,  appointed  by  the  demo- 
cratic cantons,  are  not  always  juft  in  their  de- 
cifions.  They  often  pay  a  great  fum  for  their 
places:  for,  according  to  an  old  bad  cuftom, 
they  frequently  pay  the  burghers  of  the  gene- 
ral affembly  for  their  vote  ;  which  is  the  origin 
of  much  evil.  The  virtuous  are  not  preferred 
to  the  wealthy  :  nor  have  the  good  fufficient 
influence ;  for  little  attention  is  paid  to  the 
complaints  whicfy  are  carried  to  the  affembly 
of  Locarno.  A  magiftrate,  who  is  fhamelefs 
enough  to  purchafe  his  dignity,  will  not  after- 
ward fcruple  to  repay  himfelf,  by  the  fale  of 
juftice.  Were  not  abufes  of  this  kind  com- 
mon, the  people  of  thefe  diftricts  would  be  as 
profperous  as  thofe  of  Berne,  Zurich,  Bafle, 
jAicerne,  and  Schaffhaufen  ;  for,  like  them, 
they  pay  no  taxes  except  tythes  in  kind. 

*  Or  Logarno, 

M  4  Tk 
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The  democratic  burghers,  who  are  all  coun- 
try people,  pay  fcarcely  any  taxes  :  the  fame 
may  be  faid  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fmall  can- 
tons; and  of  the  country  of  the  Grifons  and 
Valais. 

The  people  of  the  valley  of  Liyiner,  near 
the  Gothard,  from  which  the  Reufs  runs  down 
a  precipice  under  the  Devil's  bridge,  are  fo  far 
dependant  on  Uri,  that  the  inhabitants  have 
an  appeal  from  their  own  court  to  the  canton. 
Yet  they  have  their  fmall  general  aflemblies  ; 
though  all  that  relates  to  foreign  affairs  muft 
be  fubjed:  to  revifal  at  Uri.  Early  in  the 
morning,  we  went  to  Burgli ;  which  is  half  a 
league  from  Altorf,  in  the  valley  of  Schacher. 
Here  Tell  lived  :  but  gratitude  and  reverence 
changed  his  cottage  into  a  chapel ;  where  mafs 
is  folemnly  faid,  and  from  which  the  people 
go  in  proceffion.  Like  the  two  other  chapels, 
of  Tell,  it  is  adorned  with  images  ;  from  holy 
writ,  and  the  hiftory  of  Switzerland.  Under 
each  image  is  a  verfe.  The  following  lines 
are  over  the  entrance  : 

*  Allhier,  auf  dem  platz  diefer  Kapell, 
Hat  vormals  gewohnt  der  Wilhelm  Tell  -9 

De* 


*  On  the  place  where  this  chapel  ftands,  formerly  lived 

William 
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Der  treue  retter  des  vaterlands  ; 
,  Der  theure  urheber  des  freien  ftands  ! 
Deme  zum  dank,  Gottaber  zurehr. 
Ward  diefe  Kapelle  gefetzet  her  ; 
Und  felbe  dem  fchutz  befohlen  an 
Sanct  Wilhelm,  Rochli,  und  Sebaftian. 

On  each  fide  likewife  are  the  following ; 

*  Sind  vvir  gerecht,  einig,  und  gut, 

So  fteht  die  Freiheit  ficher  gnug. 
■f  Dankbar  gedenket  an  jene  zeit 

Da  ihr  feid  worden  gefreite  leut. 

In  the  chapel  over  the  altar,  the  dial  plate  of 
a  clock  is  painted ;  with  a  hand,  which  is  fig- 
nificant  of  concord,  pointing  to  the  hour  one  ; 
under  which  are  thefe  lines  ; 

J  Die  freiheit  wird  fein  von  langer  daur 
Wenn  allzeit  Eins  zeigt  diefe  uhr. 

Many  a  beautiful  verfe,  which  has  borne  the 

William  Tell;  the  true  faviour  of  his  country,  the  honoured 
author  of  its  freedom.  In  thankfulnefs  to  him,  and  in  ho- 
nour to  God,  this  chapel  was  built.  It  is  dedicated  to  Saint 
William  of  Rochli,  and  Saint  Sebaftian. 

*  Let  us  be  juft,  united,  and  virtuous;  and  our  freedom 
will  be  fecure. 

f  Thankfully,  and  for  ever,  remember  the  day  that  made 
you  free. 

%  Freedom  will  endure  as  long  as  it  {hall  be  one  o'clock 
by  this  dial. 

ftamp 
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ftamp  of  genius,  has  not  excited  fo  much  emo-i 
tion  in  me,  as  the  noble  intention  of  thefe  little 
rhymes  ;  compofed  in  all  the  rudenefs  of  fun-* 
plicity.  How  free  from  pretenfion,  yet  how 
full  of  the  feeling,  force,  and  courage,  by  which 
mighty  armies  were  deftroyed,  are  thefe  in- 
fcriptions  !  They  fpeak  not  of  heroic  deeds  : 
they  only  excite  to  mild  concord,  and  recti- 
tude. By  inducing  us  to  exercife  noble  virtues, 
they  would  reverence  their  forefathers;  who 
fhed  their  blood  in  behalf  of  freedom  ;  and 
thank  their  God,  from  whom  cometh  every 
good  and  perfect  gift,  and  from  whom  concord 
and  courage,  rectitude  and  freedom,  proceed. 

The  Schacher,  a  charming  mountain  rivu- 
let, rufhes  tempefluoufly  through  Burgli.  It 
overflowed  its  banks,  fGon  after  Tell  had  (hot 
the  governor ;  and  occafioned  much  damage. 
Tell  wifhed  to  have  prevented  this  misfortune: 
hut  the  ftream  overtook  him  ;  and  he  only 
lived  to  fee  the  dawn  of  freedom. 

With  what  intereft  Ihould  I  here  read  my 
brother's  manufcript  play  of  William  Tell  [ 
How  frequently  have  I  occafion  to  regret  his 
abfence  ;  now  that  I  daily  hear  his  hero's  name 
in  the  mouth  of  every  child  ! 

Ia  Altorf,  they  {hewed  us  two  ftone  pillars ; 

{landing 
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ftanding  at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  paces  from  each  other ;  at  which  difi? 
tance  Tell  mot  the  apple  from  his  fon's  head. 

We  returned  to  our  boat  at  Fluele  ;  and,  on 
our  paffage  to  Lucerne,  vifited  the  Griitlin ; 
or  the  Grutlin-Matte  ;  for  fo  is  a  fteep  place 
on  a  height  befide  the  lake,  covered  with  ver^- 
dure,  grafs,  and  foliage,  called.  Here  there  is 
a  fpring,  by  the  fide  of  which  the  three  great 
men,  Werner  von  Staufacher  from  Schweitz, 
Walter  Fiirft  from  Uri,  and  Arnold  von  Mel-r 
chtahl  from  Unterwald,  made  a  folemn  oath 
to  give  freedom  to  Switzerland.  This  oath 
was  taken  in  the  year  1307  ;  and  in  the  new 
year's  night  of  the  following  year,  1308,  all 
the  caftles  of  the  Zwingherrn  were  burnt. 

At  noon,  we  landed ;  in  a  garden,  at  Ger- 
fau.  Clofe  by  the  more,  we  met  a  little  boy, 
about  feven  years  old,  alone  in  a  large  boat ; 
in  which  he  was  proceeding  on  the  lake.  The 
helm  was  fattened  in  the  direction  which  he 
wifhed  to  go  ;  while  he  fat  and  rowed.  We 
faw  another  boy,  at  Gerfau,  about  eight  or 
nine  years  old,  who  very  dexteroufly  hit  the 
mark  with  a  crofs  bow.  This  might  well  be 
the  favourite  amufement  of  the  day,  for  chil-* 
dren,  whofe  elder  brothers  and  fathers  had 

been 
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been  mooting  at  a  butt,  the  day  before,  with, 
mufkets.  We  had  heard  their  firing  reverbe- 
rate among  the  rocks.  The  Swifs,  from  their 
childhood,  all  exercife  themfelves  in  arms. 
The  people  of  Schweitz,  who  are  the  moft 
warlike  of  all,  annually  give  four  prizes,  each 
of  fifty  florins,  for  the  beft  mots  at  four  dif- 
ferent butts  ;  with  fmaller  prizes  for  the  fecond 
beft.  We  likewife  yefterday  heard  the  guns 
of  the  people  of  Lucerne  ;  who  were  proving 
their  artillery. 

The  conftitution  of  Lucerne,  relatively  to 
the  town,  is  more  an  ariftocracy,  or  rather  an 
oligarchy,  than  that  of  Zurich ;  where  each 
burgher  has  an  equal  fhare  in  the  government. 
The  great  council  in  Lucerne  confifts  of  a 
hundred  perfons.  From  thefe,  fix-and-thirty 
men,  who  muft  be  patricians,  are  chofen  for 
the  little  council.  There  is  an  appeal  from 
the  little  council  to  the  collective  council.  The 
members  of  both  councils  hold  their  places  for 
life  ;  and  it  may  be  faid,  from  the  pra&ice  of 
filling  up  vacancies,  that,  in  the  little  council, 
thefe  places  are  in  a  certain  manner  hereditary. 
The  chief  magiftrates  are  the  two  SchultheifTe  \ 
or  mayors ;  one  of  whom  always  fits  at  the 
helm  of  the  ftate.    They  are  chofen  for  life  ; 

and 
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arid  one  prefidcs  this  year,  another  the  next. 
War,  peace,  alliance,  and  new  taxes,  cannot 
be  incurred  without  the  ccnfent  of  the  aflem- 
bled  citizens. 

The  peafants  are  very  happy  i  they  pay  no- 
thing but  tythes  in  kind,  and  half  a  florin  an- 
nually, from  every  head  of  a  family,  to  the 
high  bailiff.  The  country  people  enjoy  a  free 
trade  ;  and,  in  this  refpedt*  are  not,  like  thofe 
of  Zurich,  dependant  on  the  town.  Law- 
fuits  are  not  expenfive,  here ;  as  in  the  canton 
of  Berne.  If  however  the  complaints  which  I 
have  heard  be  not  groundlefs,  the  high  bai- 
liffs of  Lucerne  are  not  always  free  from  the 
vice  of  peculation. 

This  is  the  moft  powerful  of  the  catholic 
cantons ;  and  can  bring  twenty  thoufand  arm- 
ed men  into  the  field.  The  revenue  of  the 
ftate  does  not  confift  of  above  feventy-four 
thoufand  florins  5  of  which  there  is  an  annual 
furplus,  that  is  employed  for  the  general  good, 

In  Lucerne,  as  in  all  the  catholic  ftates  of 
the  Helvetians,  a  regular  popifh  Nuncio  re- 
fides. 

I  here  fend  you  the  Kuhreihen*,  with  its 

*  Kiih  is  cow ;  reiken  rows.  The  herdfman's  evening 
long.  T< 

mulic, 
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mufic.  Thus  the  inhabitants  of  the  Alps  call 
the  fong  which  they  fing,  when  they  drive 
their  cattle  from  the  valleys  to  the  high  moun- 
tains. Nothing  fo  ftrongly  enkindles  the  defire 
of  returning  to  his  native  home,  in  a  Swifs,  as 
the  fimple  air  of  this  fong.  This  will  charm 
the  foldier  in  the  pay  of  France  to  defert, 
though  the  pains  of  death  are  the  penalty. 


LETTER  XVlt 

Thun  and  Berne,  iSth  September,  1791. 

We  left  Lucerne  early  on  the 
thirteenth;  journeying  for  a  while  along  the 
Reufs,  that  courfed  between  its  pleafant  banks 
chafing  its  polifhed  waters  to  the  lake.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  canton  of  Lucerne  are  equal- 
ly happy  in  the  bounties  of  nature,  of  induftry, 
and  of  freedom. 

A  few  hours  brought  us  to  the  lake  of  Sem- 
pach  ;  where  we  faw,  on  the  oppofite  more* 
the  old  town  of  that  name.  Here,  in  the  year 
1386,  the  famous  battle  of  Sempach  was  won, 
by  three  hundred  confederates,  againft  Leo- 
pold 
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pold  Duke  of  Auftria  and  the  flower  of  his 
army. 

Arnold  von  "Winkelried,  of  Unterwald,  here 
broke  the  phalanx  of  the  Auftrian  army;  op- 
pofing  himfelf  to  their  fpears,  and,  by  feizing 
as  many  as  he  could  grafp,  made  an  opening 
for  his  troops  :  thus  willingly  devoting  himfelf 
to  death,  that  he  might  fecure  the  victory  to 
his  fellow  warriors. 

Sempach,  though  dependant  on  Lucerne, 
enjoys  privileges  fo  great  that  it  may  well  va- 
lue itfelf  on  its  freedom.  In  antient  times,  it 
belonged  to  the  counts  of  Lenzburg  ;  then  to 
thofe  of  Kyburg ;  and  afterward  to  the  counts 
of  Habfburg.  In  the  year  1333,  it  allied  itfelf 
with  Zurich,  Berne,  Bafle,  Soleure,  and  Saint 
Gall.  After  the  battle  of  Sempach,  it  apper- 
tained to  Lucerne.  It  has  its  own  magiftrates, 
an  extenlive  jurisdiction,  and  confiderable  pri- 
vileges. From  three  of  its  citizens,  chofen  by 
the  town  itfelf,  the  council  of  Lucerne  elects 
its  Schultheifs. 

The  lake  of  Sempach  is  two.  leagues  long? 
and  half  a  league  broad ;  and  belongs  to  the 
canton  of  Lucerne.  It  has  a  confiderable  fifh- 
cry ;  the  revenue  of  which  is  collected,  by  one 
of  the  council  of  Lucerne,  for  the  ftate.  But 

this 
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this  counfellor  muft  not  interfere  in  the  affair! 
of  Sempach. 

At  the  north  end  of  the  lake,  Surfee  ftands  ; 
half  a  league  beyond  which,  on  a  height,  we 
faw  a  chain  of  mountains,  that,  beginning  with 
the  Rigi  and  Pilatus,  proceeds  to  the  Gothard 
and  Engelbergj  and  ends  with  the  Schrecken- 
horn.  We  travelled  eighteen  leagues  through 
the  territories  of  Lucerne,  till  we  came  into 
the  canton  of  Berne  ;  and,  leaving  the  fortrefs 
of  Aarburg  which  belongs  to  this  canton  on 
our  right,  we  patted  through  Zofingen.  The 
great  canton  of  Berne  is  here  only  a  league 
broad  ;  being  limited  by  the  cantons  of  Lu- 
cerne and  Soleure.  The  country  round  Zo- 
fingen is  famous  for  meadows.  Never  have  I 
beheld  the  art  of  watering  meadows  brought 
to  fo  much  perfection  as  here.  An  acre  of 
meadow  land  is  frequently  fold  for  a  thoufand 
rix  dollars.  A  good  foil,  induftry  well  direct- 
ed, and  freedom  enjoyed,  under  a  govern* 
ment  wife,  mild,  and  limited  by  fixed  laws, 
raife  the  people  of  Berne  to  a  high  degree  of 
vifible  profperity. 

Farmers,  of  moft  countries,  are  reproached 
with  an  obflinate  perfeverance  in  their  old  me* 
thod  of  tillage,  however  bad,  after  a  better  has 

been 
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been  difcovered.  In  Switzerland,  the  practice 
is  the  reverie.  They  examine  the  nature  of 
the  foil,  and  how  it  will  be  moft  productive ; 
and,  as  they  fow  and  reap  only  for  themfelves^ 
and  are  unreftrained  and  free  from  the  vexa- 
tion of  taxes,  which  other  farmers  think  would 
be  equally  reafonable  and  natural,  they  can 
wait  the  refuit  of  any  newr  experiment.  Hence 
it  follows  that  they  have  more  unuerftanding 
than  the  farmers  of  other  countries*  But  does 
it  not  likewife  follow  that  other  farmers  are 
milled,  by  thofe  oppreflions  from  which  the 
firft  are  free  ?  Whoever  would  contemplate  the 
bleflings  which  refuit  from  the  full  enjoyment 
of  the  produce  of  the  earth*  muft  vifit  the  fer- 
tile diftri&s  of  Switzerland. 

The  houfes  of  the  country  people  of  Berne 
are  remarkably  roomy,  and  neat ;  and  they 
themfelves  are  well  clothed,  well  fed,  cheerful 
and  ftrong*  Their  cattle  are  large,  in  good 
condition,  and  fleek  ;  and  the  men  are  well 
formed.  The  fpirit  of  order  is  feen  in  the 
laying  out,  management,  and  hedging,  of  their 
meadows  and  fields.  The  beauty  of  both 
fexes  is  remarkable.  I  have  no  where  feen 
fuch  handfome  girls,  except  in  the  canton  of 
Lucerne.    The  men  of  Berne,  next  to  thofe 

Vol.1.  N  of 
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of  Schweitz  and  Uri,  appear  to  me  the  hand*- 
fomeft  in  Switzerland. 

The  frefh  verdure,  which  is  feen  through 
all  Switzerland,  charms  the  eye,  and  cheers 
the  heart.  In  this  hot  fummer,  when  1  faw 
in  the  moft  fruitful  parts  of  Gefmany  the 
lands  burnt  up  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  I  find 
in  Switzerland  the  trees  green,  and  a  fhining 
verdure  on  the  plains  and  paftures.  The 
clouds  do  not  only  encircle  the  mountains, 
but,  evening  and  morning,  defcend  to  the 
plains  ;  none  of  which  are  fo  low  but  that,  as 
you  approach,  they  look  like  hills.  When  in  a 
morning  the  mountain  tops  beam,  and  the 
weft  fide  of  the  glaciers  is  red  with  the  rifing 
fun,  while  the  white  clouds  fink  below  to  the 
mifty  fields,  the  fpe&ator  feems  to  view  a  kind 
of  familiar  alliance  between  heaven  and  earth  ; 
which  is  no  where  elfe  to  be  found. 

In  the  evening,  wre  proceeded  for  a  while 
along  the  banks  of  the  Aar  ;  and,  about  twi- 
light, arrived  at  MorgenthaL  This  friendly 
little  place  conlifts  of  a  few  houfes  ;  which 
are  built  between  pleafant  hills,  fhaded  with 
beech  trees,  befide  the  Aar.  Here  travellers 
meet  with  an  inn  fuperior  to  many  that  are  to 
be  found  in  the  principal  cities  of  Europe.  We 

left 
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left  Morgenthal  on  the  14th;  and,  paffing 
through  a  charming  country,  flopped  atHoch* 
ftadt,  becaufe  we  could  not  reach  Thun.  Be- 
fore us,  we  perceived  the  mountains  of  Thun  ; 
and,  on  our  right,  the  high  mountains  of 
Grindelwald. 

Early  on  the  15th,  we  continued  our  jour- 
ney; and  arrived  about  eight  o'clock  at  Thun, 
which  is  built  at  the  end  of  the  lake  of  Thun, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Aar.  The  fituation  of 
the  town  is  charming.  We  confulted  with 
the  landlord,  how  we  might  beft  go  to  Grin- 
delwald, and  Lauterbrunn  ;  and  I  advife  other 
travellers,  who  wifh  to  make  this  little  trip,  to 
do  the  fame  5  for  he  is  an  intelligent  man. 

He  bade  us  make  no  delay,  that  we  might 
reach  the  valley  of  Hafli  by  the  evening.  He 
furnifhed  us  with  a  good  guide ;  and  with 
ftaves,  with  pikes  at  the  end,  the  better  to  affift 
our  afcent  up  the  fteep  paths  ;  and  fupplied  us 
with  provifions  and  a  boat.  The  weather  was 
line,  and  we  gaily  fet  fail,  in  expectation  of 
the  pleafure  we  mould  receive  upon  the  lake. 

The  lake  of  Thun  is  about  five  leagues  long, 
and  one  broad.  The  left  more,  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Thun  to  the  other  fide  of  Halfte, 
is  adorned  with  vine  hills.    The  Stockberge, 

N  2  the 
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the  pyramidical  Niefenbergt  and  beyond  thefe 
the  Kienthalberge,  and  the  Bliimiialpe  *  to  the 
right,  and  on  the  left  the  Beatufberg,  and  other 
mountains,  give  thefe  fhores  a  noble  appear- 
ance. In  many  places,*  the  depth  of  the  lake 
is  one  hundred  and  twenty  fathoms.  I  think 
I  have  told  you  that  the  lake  of  the  four  Wald- 
ftadte  is,  in  many  places,  fix  hundred  fathoms 
deep.  The  deeps  of  this  country  are  in  pro- 
portion to  their  heights  ;  nature  is  every 
where  feen  in  gigantic  maffes.  We  beheld 
three  cafcade3on  the  left  fhore,  fpringing  from 
rocks  :  the  Stampf  bach,  the  Jungfraunbrun-- 
nen,  and  the  Beatufbachv  This  laft  rifes  out' 
of  a  cavern  of  the  Beatufberg.  In  this  cavern, 
the  holy  Beatus,  who  firft  taught  the  gofpei 
in  thefe  parts,  lived.  The  Breitklauenberg, 
on  the  right,  and  the  Harderberg,  on  the  lefty 

*The  Bliimlialpe,  or  Flowery  Alp,  covered  with  fnowe 
mud  formerly  have  been  green.  It's  name  gives  an  air  of 
probability  to  the  account  of  the  fhepherds.  Thefe  people 
abound  in  tales  of  the  golden  age  ;  when  the  heavens  were 
more  mild,  the  earth  more  fruitful,  and  men  more  virtuous. 
In  thofe  daysj  fay  they,  the  mountains  which  are  now  co- 
vered with  fnow  were  fruitful  in  variegated  herbage.  The 
valleys  dropped  fatnefs.  The  pernicious  Spurge  itfelf 
was  excellent  fodder  for  cows;  its  juice  turning  into- 

milk.  Happy  people  !  Your  golden  age  is  not  yet  pafled 

away. 
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limit  the  lake  ;  affording  only  a  paflage  to  the 
Aar,  which,  a  league  from  this,  flows  out  of 
the  lake  of  Brienz,  courfing  through  both 
the  lakes.  The  great  Eiger,  the  little  Eiger, 
and  the  jfungfrau  rife,  covered  with  everlaft- 
ing  fnow  ;  and  higher  {till  the  Schreckenhorn; 
whofe  round  rocky  fummit  appears  continually 
covered,  during  the  fummer,  with  two  (Inning 
fnow  balls.  This  fummit  is  always  inacceffi- 
b!e  ;  and,  in  the  fame  of  its  height,  it  con- 
tends with  Mont  Blanc  in  Savoy. 

The  fhores  of  the  lake  are  covered  with  nu- 
merous villages.  On  the  right  fide,  the  fouth- 
ern  mountains  rife,  over  the  little  village  of 
LeifTingen  ;  and,  for  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  in 
the  winter,  conceal  it  from  the  fun.  We 
landed  at  Neuhaus,  and  walked  a  league,  part- 
ly befide  the  Aar  and  always  among  large 
walnut  trees,  through  rich  paftures  to  Interla- 
ken  ;  which  has  derived  its  name  from  the 
Latin,  by  being  fituated  between  two  lakes. 

Here  we  again  took  boat,  and  pafled  over 
the  lake  of  Brienz.  It  is  three  leagues  long, 
and  not  quite  fo  broad  as  the  lake  of  Thun. 
Verdant  mountains  furround  it  on  all  fides ; 
fome  of  which  gently  rife,  till  at  a  certain 
Jieight  they  become  fteep  ;  foiiie  fet  their  bold 

N  3  rocky 
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rocky  feet  in  the  green  waves ;  while  the  fum> 
mits  of  others  exhibit  immenfe  cliffs.  We  faw 
many  fine  waterfalls ;  the  moft  beautiful  of 
which  is  the  Giefsbach.  It  paffes  from  a  cliff 
in  the  rock  among  pines ;  and,  after  twelve 
different  defcents,  rufhes  headlong  into  the 
lake.  The  mountain  of  Brienz  is  one  of  the 
moft  charming.  The  fruit  and  walnut  hedge? 
at  its  foot,  the  friendly  foliage  of  its  middle 
region,  and  its  verdant  grafsplats  and  difperfed 
cabins,  contrafted  with  the  dark  pine,  brought 
to  mind  the  delightful  mountains  of  Gerfau. 

We  landed  at  Brienz  ;  which  is  a  large  vil- 
lage, the  houfes  of  which,  after  the  general 
manner  of  the  uplands  of  the  canton  pf  Berne, 
are  built  with  the  trunks  pf  pines  ftripped  of 
their  bark  and  laid  one  above  the  other,  and 
roofed  with  mingles.  Thefe  roofs  are  almoft 
flat ;  and  over  them,  like  the  cabins  in  the 
Alps,  ftones  are  laid  to  prevent  the  wind  from 
carrying  them  away.  The  village  church  is 
built  on  a  fmall  feparate  rock. 

Women  and  children  flocked  round  us  with 
friendly  curiofity  :  the  men  remained  at  a  lit- 
tle diftance. 

Our  guide,  John  Stoller  of  Thun,  a  young 
man  whom  I  would  recommend  to  travellers, 

procured 
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procured  us  fmall  carriages  ;  in  which  we  were 
conveyed  to  Meyringen  ;  or  the  valley  of 
Hafli.  Thefe  carriages  are  very  light,  have 
narrow  wheels,  and  no  coach  pole;  but  a  fork- 
ed fhaft  for  one  horfe.  They  may  be  drawn 
indeed  by  two  horfes ;  but  then  they  are  either 
harneffed  one  before  the  other,  or,  if  they 
draw  abreaft,  the  fecond  is  fattened  by  a 
hook.  The  driver  fits  in  the  manner  of  thofe 
carriages  which  the  French  call  char  a  banc. 
They  put  only  one  horfe  to  each  of  our  car- 
riages ;  though  it  contained  four  people.  Our 
guide  fometimes  ran  by  our  fide,  and  fome- 
times  fprang  with  great  agility,  and  feated 
himfelf  now  on  the  horfe,  and  now  on  a  kind 
of  coach  box. 

It  is  three  leagues  from  Brienz  to  the  valley 
of  Hafli ;  which  is  fometimes  called  Ober 
Hafli  *,  though  there  is  no  Unter  Hafli  f  in 
exiftence.  We  pafled,  at  a  quick  rate,  through 
a  narrow  valley  ;  between  high  rocky  moun- 
tains. I  never  beheld  fuch  fantaflic  forms  as 
thofe  of  the  Ballerberge,  on  our  left.  On  our 
right  we  faw  three  large  cafcades  :  that  of  01- 
fbach  ;  which  we  had  before  feen  from  the 
|ake  of  Brienz  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues 


*  Upper  Hafli.  f  Lower  Hafli, 
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and  a  half ;  that  of  Wandelbach  ;  and  that  of 
Falkenerbach  ;  all  tumbling  from  high  rocks. 

In  the  valley  of  Hafli  {lands  the  village  of 
Meyringen ;  {hut  in  by  high  rocks,  and  fe- 
cluded  as  it  were  from  the  w!  ole  wcrM.  There 
are  five  outlets,  or  roads,  between  thefe  rocks  ; 
one  leading  to  Brienz,  anptherpver  the  moun- 
tain Briining  to  Lucerne,  a  third  oyer  the  En- 
gel  berg  to  Unterwald,  a  fourth  to  Valais,  over 
the  Grinfelberg,  and  the  fifth  over  the  Schei- 
deck  to  Grindelwald. 

The  Aar  runs  through  the  valley  of  Hafli ; 
which  is  about  eleven  leagues  in  length.  The 
Grinfel,  the  Wetterhorn,  the  Schrechenhorn, 
the  Jungfrau,  and  the  Briiningberg,  are  its 
boundaries.  According  to  tradition,  the  inha- 
bitants originally  came  from  Sweden.  In  an- 
tient  times,  taey  were  under  different  lords. 
In  1333,  they  fhook  off  the  yoke  of  John 
baron  of  Weiflfenburg ;  and,  with  a  grant  of 
great  privileges,  fubmitted  to  the  canton  of 
Berne.  They  appoint  their  own  council ;  the 
members  of  which  are  called  Gerichtssafle  : 
and  from  one  of  three  burghers,  chofen 
by  themfelves,  the  government  of  Berne 
appoints  their  Landammann  ;  who  exerciles 
the  power  of  a  high  bailiff,  and  remains  in 

office 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  285 

office  fix  years  5  but  is  obliged  to  give  an  ac? 
count  of  his  adminiftration,  twice  a  year,  to 
the  high  bailiff  of  Interlaken. 

Meyringen  is  the  chief  place  of  the  valley. 
The  meadows  are  extremely  beautiful ;  and  the 
whole  valley  i$  covered  with  tall  fruit  and 
walnut  trees.  J3efore  I  went  to  bed,  I  faw 
three  waterfalls,  by  moOnLght,  to  the  north5 
the  Alpbach,  the  Dorf  bach,  and  the  Miihlen- 
bach,  all  tumbling  their  bright  waters  down 
the  mountains.  The  following  morning,  I  be- 
held, to  the  fouth,  the  Reichenbach,  foaming 
again  ft  the  rocks. 

On  the  morning  of  the  t6th,  at  break  of 
day,  with  cheerful  good-will,  we  took  our 
pikeftaves,  and  proceeded  over  the  Scheideck. 
My  wife  was  borne  on  a  litter  by  four  men  ; 
who,  carrying  two  and  two,  relieved  each  other. 
We  had  a  litter  for  my  fon,  but  he  made  no 
ufe  of  it.  I  do  not  blufh  for  him  when  I  tell 
you  that,  when  the  evening  before  I  appointed 
the  men  to  carry  his  litter,  the  tears  ran  down 
his  cheeks. 

The  beginnning  of  the  road  is  very  fteep. 
In  about  an  hour,  we  came  near  to  Reichen- 
bach ;  which  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  wa- 
terfalls in  Switzerland,,    A  lofty  current  tum- 
bled 
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bled  through  the  rocky  cliffs  in  broad  (heets, 
and  with  a  thundering  din  ;  while  the  green 
mountain,  far  and  wide,  was  covered  with  its, 
fpray.  It  was  nearly  an  hour  before  we  reached 
a  bridge,  which  is  thrown  over  the  rocky  gulph. 
Here,  from  above,  we  beheld  the  Reichenbach 
rufli,  and  faw  it  foam  below  on  our  right. 
On  a  bed  of  rocks  not  far  beneath  us,  we  be- 
held three  enormous  oaks,lying  on  the  ground ; 
their  branches  lopped,  and  (tripped  of  their 
bark ;  which  had  been  wafhed  down  by  the 
force  of  the  ftream,  during  one  of  its  inunda-r 
tions.  Here  they  will  continue  to  lie,  till  the 
water  mall  rife  and  project  them  headlong 
into  the  valley  below. 

The  nether  and  a  part  of  the  middle  region 
of  this  mountain  are  covered  with  green  few 
liage  :  here  we  find  the  beech,  elm,  linden> 
hafle,  and  the  fervice  tree  *  :  the  laft  rather  fre- 
quently. 

The  view  down  to  the  valley  of  Hafli  is  de- 
lightful. The  Scheideck  is  a  charming  Alp ; 
abundant  in  fine  meadows.  Here  and  there  a 
lonely  cabin  is  built ;  round  which  herds  of 
cattle  and  goats  are  grazing.  The  inhabitants 
highly  profperous,  and  pay  no  taxes ;  for 

1  *  Crataegus.. 

they 
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they  grow  neither  corn  nor  wine.  We  faw  a 
young  herdfman,  {landing  at  his  cabin  door, 
whole  beauty,  ftrength,  and  noble  figure,  re- 
minded  us  of  thole  antient  times  when  young 
heroes,  the  fons  of  princes,  cjid  not  think  thera- 
felves  degraded  by  keeping  their  fathers'  flocks 
upon  Mount  Ida,  "  abounding  in  ftreams jM  or 
the  cloudy  Olympus.  This  herdfman  feeds 
eighteen  cows,  and  daily  makes  two  large 
cheefes ;  weighing  together  fixty  pounds.  The 
pound  of  new  crieefe  is  bought  for  twelve  kreu- 
%er.  They  like  wife  make  an  inferior  cheefe, 
from  fki  mined  milk  ;  which  they  call  Zieger* 
The  mountaineers  of  the  canton  of  Glaris  are 
jthe  only  people  who  know  how  to  make  this 
laft  kind  gopcl  ;  and  with  them  it  is  called 
Schabzieger,  They  have  a  plant  peculiar  to 
themfelves,  with  blue  flowers^  which  gives 
their  cheefe  its  fcent  an4  colour*. 

The  cheefes  are  kept  in  cabins  built  for  that 
purpofe ;  and,  in  winter,  are  packed  upon  in- 
terwoven pine  branches ;  and  tranfported  as 
upon  fledges  to  the  valleys.    We  regaled  our- 

*  Trifolium  cdoratum  :  or,  melilotum  odoratum  v!or 
laceum.  Thefe  plants  likewife  grow  in  gardens.  I  carr- 
not  fay  whether  they  are  found  wild  in  other  parts  of 
Switzerland  ;  but  thev  grow  in  great  plenty  only  in  Glaris. 

felves, 
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felves,  in  a  cabin,  with  excellent  milk,  bread, 
cheefe,  and  Italian  wine.  The  people  of  thefe 
mountains,  who  are  oft(en  vifited  by  travellers, 
require  only  to  be  paid  for  the  wine  ;  and  leave 
the  payment  of  the  milk  and  cheefe  to  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  guefts. 

In  the  lefler  cantons,  and  likewife  with  the 
Grifons  and  people  of  Valais,  you  feldom  find 
bread,  or  wine,  among  the  mountaineers  :  but 
they  hofpitably  give  their  milk,  butter,  and 
cheefe  ;  and  refufe  money  even  when  it  is 
offered.  If  you  give  them  bread,  or  tobacco, 
though  they  do  not  alk  it,  the  gift  is  received 
with  friendly  thankfulnefs. 

The  foliage  gradually  difappeared ;  and  we 
continued  our  way  among  pine  trees.  We 
found  the  myrtle  in  great  quantities  ;  and 
here  and  there  ftrawberries  :  alfo  a  certain  red 
berry,  the  tafte  of  which  is  acid  but  pleafant 
The  large  yellow  gentian,  or  fellwort,  and  the 
Alp  rofe  were  out  of  bloom  :  but  various  kinds 
of  the  blue  gentian  charmed  us  ;  and  particu- 
larly the  fmall,  which  thefe  people  call  the  hea- 
.  venly  blue. 

Erneft  found  a  (lone,  on  which  were  im« 
printed  the  figures  of  various  leaves  ;  and 
brought  it  with  great  joy  to  my  wife.    He  was 

rewarded 
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Awarded  by  a  pair  of  chamois  horns,  which 
fhe  had  bought  of  a  mountaineer.  I  cannot 
defcribe  to  you  the  ftrength  and  cheerfulnefsof 
the  Swifs  guides.  They  fang  their  ditties*  bear- 
ing my  wife  up  fteep  heights ;  which  we, 
breathlefs  and  half  exhaufted,  could  fcarcely 
climb  with  the  help  of  our  pikeftaves.  Erneft 
indeed  continued  unabatedly  joyous.  I  more 
than  once  funk  on  the  grafs,  my  heart  vio- 
lently beating :  yet  how  delightful  was  it  to 
repofe  on  the  ambrofial  verdure  of  the  Alps! 

As  we  approached  the  upper  region,  the 
pines  began  to  be  few  ;  and  we  came  on  our 
right  to  enormous  rocks,  which  extended  to 
the  Wetterhorn ;  and  at  the  foot  of  which 
ftands  the  Rofenlauer  glacier.  Not  far  from 
us,  huge  pieces  of  fevered  ice  were  detached, 
and  fell  with  the  noife  of  thunder. 

The  laft  height  is  very  difficult  to  climb. 
The  road  downward,  to  the  Grindelwald,  is 
fteep  ^  and  not  without  danger  :  there  being 
fometimes  precipices,  fome'times  falling  beds 
of  fiat  flate,  and  at  others  fbort  flippery  grafs- 
"Erneft  had  refigned  his  pikeftaff,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  journey  ;  as  young  David  did  the 
heavy  armour  of  Saul.  He  ran  and  jumped 
like  a  wild  goat :  and  I  was  obliged  to  ufe  my 

parental 
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parental  authority,  to  i  •  1  to  be  carried 

over  the  moft  dangerous  places- 

The  profpeft  down  to  -h^  Grindelwald 
feemed  to  refrefrr  us  t  though  this  high  valley 
is  not  fo  pleafant  as  the  7ale  of  Hafli.  The 
firft  cabin  we  came  to,  we  fent  our  guides  to 
announce  us  to  the  clergyman.  The  notice 
of  the  arrival  of  ft  rangers  had  fpread  through 
the  valley ;  and,  at  feveral  places,  link  girls 
came,  with  their  black  and  red  cherries,  and 
blooming  ncfegays,  among  which  were  beau- 
tiful carnations  ;  as  if  they  had  expected  our 
arrival.  In  thefe  mountainous  diiiridts,  ths 
cherries  of  Grindelwald  are  not  much  larger 
than  myrtle  berries  ;  but  fweet  and  palatable, 
efpecklly  the  black. 

The  clergyman  and  his  wife  gave  us  a 
friendly  reception.  After  an  excurfion  of  al- 
moft  ten  leagues,  we  regaled  on  wine  and  ex- 
cellent honey.  Imagine  to  yourfelf  the  am*- 
brofia  which  the  bees  of  the  Alps  fuck,  from 
the  flowers  of  the  Alps;  and  imagine  that  you 
tafle  the  honey  of  Hymettus,  or  of  Hybla. 

It  was  nearly  five  o'clock,  and  we  were  de- 
firous  of  vifiting  the  lowed  glacier.  The  cler- 
gyman was  cur  guide.  It  Hands  half  a  league 
from  the  parfonage  houfe.    Sophia  went  with 

us, 
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us,  notwithftanding  the  difficulty  of  the  way* 
through  a  defile  almoft  impafTable,  from  cliffs* 
flints,  and  fnow,  which  had  been  blown  from 
the  mountain. 

Beneath  us  were  enormous  icicles*  Jaeobi 
difcovered  a  fpacious  hall  of  ice ;  which  I  en- 
tered with  him  :  but  the  clergyman  entreated 
us  to  leave  it,  and  perfifted  in  departing  from 
a  place  where,  two  days  before,  there  had  been 
none  of  the  ice  which  we  beheld. 

The  people  of  the  Alps  are  all  of  them 
perluaded  that  the  glaciers  continue  feven 
years  to  increafe,  and  feven  years  to  diminifti* 
The  pallor,  who  has  lived  here  eight  years^ 
has  obferved  it  continually  decreafe.  Sixteen 
years  ago,  I,  my  brother,  and  Haugwitz,  flood 
on  this  very  glacier  on  the  ice  ;  and  flrawTber- 
ries  grew  fo  near  us  that  we  could  gather 
them  ;  which  now  is  not  poffible.  The  ice 
and  fnow  have  diminifhed  ;  but  the  defolation 
of  the  defcending  flones  has  increafed.  Thefe 
are  now  a  barrier  between  eternal  winter  and 
the  verdant  mountain. 

The  rock,  which  flands  at  the  foot  of  this 
glacier,  is  called  the  Fifcherhorn.  The  white 
Lutfchina  rifes  out  of  the  glacier;  and  the 
black  Lutfchina  from  a  higher  glacier  at  Schei- 

deck. 
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deck.  Their  waters  mingle  in  the  valley  of 
Grindelwald. 

On  thefe  heights,  where  the  rocks  farround 
the  plains  and  are  the  boundaries  of  eternal 
winter,  milk  and  hotley  flow,  wheat  ripens, 
and  various  fruits  profper.  The  inhabitants 
annually  fupply  their  neighbours  with  above 
a  hundred  thoufand  weight  of  cheefe  ;  arid  are 
fubject  to  the  high  bailiff  of  Interlakeh.  If  I 
am  not  mifiakeri,  they  are  the  only  people,  in 
Switzerland  who  pay  a  tax,  though  an  incori- 
fiderable  one,  for  their  cattle.  This  was  im- 
pofed  upon  them  as  a  punifhment,  for  their 
obftinate  re li fiance  of  the  reformation.  In  my 
opinion,  it  would  be  worthy  the  wife  governs 
ment  ot  Berne  to  annul  this  little  tax;  which 
Was  but  an  attempt  to  enflave  opinion. 

We  early  left  our  worthy  heft,  and  tra-< 
veiled  four  leagues  on  a  defcent  to  the  valley 
of  Grindelwald,  and  befide  the  LutfcMna,  into 
the  valley  of  Lutfchina  ;  from  which  we  pra- 
ceeded  to  the  ftill  deeper  vale  of  Lauterbrunn* 
Our  daring  guides  feldom  locked  the  wheel  J 
though  the  carriage  often  rolled  precipitately 
along.  Our  road  continued  through  a  narrow 
valley,  between  rocks  and  mountains  covered 
with  elms,  pines,  and  other  green  trees  ;  which 
4  would 
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would  have  {haded  us,  had  not  thefe  rocks 
and  mountains  {hut  out  the  fun.  The  ver- 
dant valley,  through  which  the  Lutfchina  runs, 
is  narrow  and  very  populous.  We  faw  the 
Staubbach  at  a  diftance  ;  and,  on  this  fide  of 
that  celebrated  waterfall,  a  f mailer  cafcade. 
This  laft,  on  the  7th  of  Auguft  of  the  prefent 
year,  fwelled  by  the  gulh  of  a  fummer  mower, 
poured  its  waters  into  the  valley.  The  Lut- 
fchina rofe,  and  entirely  carried  away  the  inn. 
We  faw  the  ruins,  fcattered  in  the  bed  of  the 
river,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  place 
where  the  houfe  had  flood. 

As  foon  as  we  came  to  the  village  of  Lau- 
terbrunn,  we  alighted  ;  and  went  to  the  Staub- 
bach. This  waterfall  ruGies  down  a  wild 
rocky  declivity,  nine  hundred  feet  high  ; 
which  is  overgrown  with  brufhwood.  Here 
the  full  ftream  rolls  tempeftuouily.  As  it  falls, 
the  pillar  of  water  difperfes  into  a  fine  rain  ; 
which  does  not  defcend  perpendicularly,  but 
yields  a  little  to  the  wind.  It  then  meets  with 
a  projecting  fcaffold  of  rock  ;  and  a  part  runs 
down  its  fide  in  fingle  ftreams,  while  another 
part  dafhes  below  in  clouds,  and  covers  the 
green  turf  with  its  fpray. 

The  path  is  fomewhat  difficult,  from  the 
Vol.  I.  O  water 
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water  overflowing  the  ftone;  and  from  the 
black  flints.  The  morning  fun  formed  a  broad 
rainbow y  in  the  nether  cloud'  of  the  ftream  \ 
and,  as  we  came  nearer,  we  law  a  round  and 
complete  circle,  which  beamed  with  all  the 
colours  of  the  iris. 

Oppofite  the  Staubbach,  an  advancing  cliff 
of  the  Jungfraci  towers  ;  which  is  called  the 
Monk,  and  which  here  conceals  the  fnow 
covered  Jungfrau,  the  futnmit  of  which  wre 
difcovered  as  foon  as  we  were  at  a  little  dif- 
tance. 

We  returned  to  our  carriage,  and  quickly 
came  to  the  houfe  which  the  mn-kecper,  after 
the  lofe  of  his  inn,  had  hired  to  receive  his 
guefts.  lis  was  not  at  home,  and  we  afked 
the  gentle  and  friend! v  lioftefs  to  give  us  the 

O  J  o 

hiflkfry  of  their  misfortune.  She  did  not,  as 
many  would  have  done,  exhauft  herfelf  in 
complaining  •  but  related  the  accident  in  few 
wordsr  and  added  that  fhe  and  her  hufband' 
had  intended  to  fell  the  houfe,  that  they  might 
retire  to  that  in  which  we  w^ere,  and  which 
belonged  to  them,  and  live  at  their  eafe.  Whe- 
ther their  lofs  induced  them  ta  renounce  this 
peaceable  project:  I  do  not  know :  but  that 
the  tranquillity  of  her  mind  was  not  to  be  dt&j 

imbed 
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turbed,  by  lofs  or  gain,  her  cheerful,  fatisfied, 
and  kind  deportment  fufficiently  mewed. 

Baron  von  Block,  whom  I  met  fome  weeks 
ago  in  Zurich,  has  given  me  the  following  ac- 
count of  this  fudden  misfortune. 

On  the  17th  of  Attguft,  late  in  the  even- 
ing, he  arrived  at  Lauterbrunn,  when  the  peo- 
ple of  the  inn  were  all  afleep  ;  and  probably 
his  arrival  prevented  the  landlord  and  the  land- 
lady, with  their  domeftics,  from  perifliing. 
Soon  after  the  landlady  came  to  his  chamber, 
and  called  on  him  to  fave  himfelf.  He  hurried 
out,  opened  the  houfe  door,  and  was  met  by 
the  waves.  The  good  people  had  fcarcely  time 
to  place  a  ladder  againft  the  chimney ;  and, 
efcaping  with  their  gueft  over  the  roof,  made 
a  great  leap,  to  which  the  fear  of  death  in- 
duced them,  upon  an  oppofite  height,  before 
the  wild  torrent  had  fwept  away  and  utterly 
deftroyed  the  houfe.  On  this  height,  they 
pa(Ted  a  cold,  wet,  and  fearful  night.  The 
Baron  von  Block,  who  had  efcaped  with  the 
lofs  of  his  clothes,  and,  what  added  to  his  dif- 
trefs,  who  had  loft  in  a  moment  all  the  notes 
and  drawings  he  had  made  in  his  travels,  com- 
miferated  the  good  landlord ;  who  anfwered 
him,  with  the  dignity  of  a  chriftian  fage, 
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u  The  lord  has  given,  thelord  has  taken  away  f* 
he  perhaps  may  give  again. 

We  continued  our  journey  back  to  Inter 
laken  ;  and  for  a  little  way  by  the  fame'  roadj 
till  we  came  to  a  bridge  over  the  Ltitfchina. 

We  purfued  the  cotirfe  of  this  pleafant 
llream,  which  was  always  winding  among 
woody  mountains  and  rocks.  Of  thefe  moun- 
tains the  Saufeberg  is  the  mod  remarkable; 
from  which  a  rivulet  deferving  of  its  name,  the 
Saufebach,  or  roaring  ftream,  rapidly  flows. 

From  Interlaken,  we  went  to  Neuhaus,  took 
boat,  and  returned  yeflerday  evening,  before 
dufk,  to  Thun. 

The  fmall  diftricl.  of  Thun  was  long  fubj  eel 
to  its  own  Counts.  It  afterward  defcended  to 
the  Dukes  of  Zahringen  ;  and  from  them  to 
their  heirs  the  Counts  of  Kyburg.  After  its 
matters  had  pledged  it  more  than  once  to 
Berne,  they  finally  delivered  it  up  to  this  can- 
ton, in  the  year  1384.  The  principal  magif- 
trate  of  Thun  has  the  title  of  Schultheifs. 

The  town  of  Thun  enjoys  great  privileges, 
and  has  its  own  council:  but  the  Schultheifs 
fits  as  prelident. 

As  we  could  not  get  horfes,  we  remained 
there  all  the  morning,  and  afcended  the  tower 

of 
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of  the  church  ;  from  which  there  is  a  fine  prof- 
peel:,  toward  the  lake  and  the  mountains. 
People  are  often  detained  in  Switzerland,  by 
the  want  of  Poft-houfes.  Some  years  ago,  the 
government  of  Berne  appointed  extra  poft- 
houfes  ;  but  gave  up  the  project  becaufe  fodder 
was  dear,  and  the  ftate  was  a  lofer.  Travellers 
do  not  fufficiently  recoiled  th.efe  circumftances, 
when  they  make  exaggerated  complaints  of 
the  price  paid  to  the  guides.  They  forget  too 
that  the  driver  and  his  horfes,  in  winter,  are 
out  of  employment. 

In  the  afternoon  we  proceeded  to  Berne; 
over  a  flat  but  fruitful  country.  I  fhall  give 
you  an  account  of  this  very  remarkable  town 
in  my  next. 


LETTER  XVIII. 

Berne,  20th  September  1791. 

Berne  was  founded  in  the  year 
1 191,  by  BertholdV,  Duke  of  Zahringen.  His 
father,  Berthold  the  fourth,  certainly  had  the 
intention  to  build  this  town.    The  Dukes  of 
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Zahringen  were  Statthalters  cf  the  German 
empire,  in  a  part  of  Swabia  and  of  Switzer- 
land. Berthold  the  fourth  built  Freiburg  in 
Switzerland  ;  and  Berthold  the  third,  Freiburg 
in  Brifgau.  The  character  of  the  times  im- 
pelled the  little  nobles,  and  free  burghers,  to 
feek  a  fecure  refuge  againft  the  enterprifes  of 
the  great  nobles,  and  their  reftlefs  fief  holders; 
and  the  policy  of  princes  eafily  feized  this 
pretext,  that,  by  leflcning  the  power  of  the 
great  Barons,  they  might  mcreafe  their  own. 
This  town  was  particularly  efteemed  as  a 
place  of  fafety,  and  of  rendezvous,  for  the 
fmall  nobility.  It  was  built  on  a  fpot  which 
nature  had  fortified  ;  the  Aar  flowing  on  three 
of  its  fides.  Berthold  gave  the  new  town  laws, 
and  privileges;  which,  in  the  year  i  218,  were 
confirmed  by  the  Emperor  :  fo  that  it  was, 
even  then,  a  free  imperial  town. 

At  the  death  of  Berthold,  it  retained  its 
own  government  ;  being  neglected  by  the  un- 
liable power  of  the  empire. 

Rudolphus  cf  Habfburg,  whofe  intention 
it  was  to  leave  a  considerable  inheritance  to 
his  defendants  in  Switzerland,  appeared  before 
Berne  with  an  army,  under  the  pretext  of  re- 
inftating  the  fugitive  Jews  in  power  :  but  the 

people 
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people  (hut  their  gates  againft  him,?and  preiling 
affairs  called  Rudolphms  to  another  place.  His 
Con,  Albert  the  firft,  inherited  his  fathers  am- 
bition, added  to  his  own  cupidity  ;  again  ft 
which  the  wealth  of  the  empire  was  as  little 
fecure  as  the  inheritance  of  his  nephew,  John 
of  Swabia.  He  made  war  upon  Berne,  with 
different  fuccefs  ;  the  people  of  Berne  being 
the  mod  frequently  victorious  ;  till,  in  the  year 
1308,  the  three  old  cantons,  Schweitz,  Uri, 
and  Unterwald,  threw  off  the  yoke.  In  1309, 
Albert  was  murdered,  by  his  nephew  John, 
and  the  other  confpirators  :  John  having  con- 
ceived a  bitter  hatred  againft  him,  becaufe  cx 
the  inj  11ft  ice  done  him  by  Albert. 

The  territory  of  Berne  was  divided  into 
four  parifhes.  The  nobles  ruled  the  little  Mate  ; 
and,  with  their  wealth  and  blood,  frequently 
defended  its  poffeffions,  freedom,  and  fecurkj% 
The  burghers  gradually  became  warlike  :  their 
fhort  wars  did  net  prevent  them  from  cultivat- 
ing their  land,  and  collecting  its  produce  ; 
though  they  were  exercifed  in  arms,  and  thus 
rendered  habitually  courageous.  The  youth  of 
Berne,  frequently,  and  perhaps  too  eafily,  pro- 
voked to  the  field,  inflamed  by  their  increafing 
love  of  war,  took  cattle  after  caftle.  Enemy 
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after  enemy  was  attacked  ;  and  the  laws  of 
war  annexed  the  conquered  diftri&s  to  the 
ftate.  Small  communities  fought  the  pro- 
tection of  Berne  ;  which  ftrengthened  itfelf 
as  much  by  its  prudence  as  by  its  fortune  in 
war:  making  alliances  with  inferior  ftates 
againft  the  mighty  fiefholders,  who,  in  the 
middle  ages,  were  the  common  foe  of  growing 
cities. 

Soleure  was  always  the  true  friend  of  Berne. 
Freiburg,  although  its  fifter,  was  always  its 
rival  ;  and  frequently  its  declared  enemy.  It 
allied  itfelf  againft  Berne,  with  the  jealous 
Counts  of  Kyburg,  Grliyeres,  Arberg,  Nidau, 
and  Neufchatel.  The  allies,  between  twenty 
and  thirty  thoufand  ftrong,  encamped  before 
the  little  town  of  Laupen  ;  which,  with  its 
diftrict,  Berne  had  purcluJed,  and  had  fir  ft 
erected  a  bailiwick. 

Rudolph  us  of  Erlach,  who  had  ferved  the 
Counts  of  Niclau,  but  had  deferted  them  to 
combat  for  his  country,  was  the  leader  of  the 
little  army  of  Berne  ;  which,  with  the  aid  fent 
by  Schweitz,  Uri,  Unterwalden,  and  other 
allies,  amounted  only  to  five  thoufand  men. 
The  proud  Counts  and  their  arrogant  cavaliers 
defpifed  the  feeble  foe  :  not  perhaps  fo  much 

becaufe 
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becaufe  of  its  fmall  numbers,  as  from  that 
felffufficient  arrogance  which  the  deeds  of  their 
forefathers,  and  in  part  their  own  ads,  infpired  ; 
and  which,  if  they  could  not  juftify,  feemed 
to  excufe  them.  But  the  prodigious  fpears, 
wielded  by  the  nervous  arms  cf  the  fmall  army, 
unhorfed  the  mailed  knights.  The  allies 
againft  Berne  left  three  thoufand  flain  on  the 
field. 

A  new  victory,  gained  over  Freiburg,  by 
which  it  was  in  imminent  danger,  increafed 
the  courage  of  Berne. 

The  citizens  of  Berne  were  in  full  enjoy- 
ment of  their  victory,  when  a  temporary  truce 
was  made,  in  the  year  1343,  through  the  me- 
diation of  Agnes  of  Auftria,  widow  of  An- 
drew, King  of  Hungary.  When  war  again 
broke  out,  the  people  of  Berne  fuffered  a  great 
defeat,  in  the  valley  of  Sieben. 

In  the  year  1348,  they  were  vifited  by  the 
plague  ;  which  fpread  from  the  Italian  ports 
through  Germany ;  and  this  vifitation  was 
fp  fearful,  in  the  northern  kingdoms,  that  the 
Danifh  peafants  to  this  day  occafionally  men- 
tion it,  by  the  name  of  the  Black  Death. 

Lucerne  and  Zurich  had  entered  into  an  al- 
liance with  the  three  firft  cantons ;  and  thefe 
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allies  having  taken  Glaris  and  Zug  by  force 
of  arms,  communicated  to  their  inhabitants 
the  full  rights  of  liberty  ;  when,  in  the  year 
1353,  Berne  was  received  into  the  confede- 
racy, where  it  then  affumed  the  fecond  rank ; 
which  it  has  ever  fince  maintained. 

In  the  year  1375,  Enguerrend  de  Coucy, 
followed  by  Englifh,  French,  and  Brabant 
knights,  who,  according  to  the  manners  of 
thofe  times,  were  foldiers  of  fortune  and  had 
ferved  in  long  wars  between  France  and  En- 
gland, attacked  Switzerland,  under  the  pretext 
of  its  being  the  dowry  of  his  mother ;  who 
was  of  the  houfe  of  Anuria.  Coucy  was  de- 
feated by  the  confederates,  at  Lucerne  ;  and 
afterward  at  Frauenbrunnen,  by  the  people  of 
Berne  ;  and  he  and  his  fugitives  were  driven 
from  the  country.  , 

While  the  confederates  were  acquiring  new 
fame  again  ft  Auftria,  at  Sempach  and  Naffels, 
the  people  of  Berne  attacked  the  Counts  of 
Kyburg,  who  fided  with  Auflria,  in  Thun  and 
Burgdorf :  both  of  which  places  were  ceded 
to  them  at  the  peace.  They  Kkewife  conquered 
the  counties  of  Nidau  and  Buren.  By  va- 
rious means,  partly  by  the  beftowing  the  rights 
of  citizenmip,  and  partly  by  the  conqueft  of 

feudal 
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feudal  knights  and  barons,  they  poflefled  them- 
felves  of  the  upland  valleys  of  the  Alps.  Thefe 
new  conquefts  increafed  the  power,  but  ex- 
haufted  the  treafury,  of  Berne.  The  chief 
magiftrates  loaded  the  country  with  taxes; 
and,  in  1384,  an  aflembly  of  the  burghers 
difplaced  many  of  the  guilty,  or  who  were 
fuppofed  to  be  guilty,  and  reftored  tranquillity. 

When  Frederick  Duke  of  Auftria  fell  un- 
der the  ban  of  the  Empire,  in  the  council  of 
Conftance,  becaufe  he  had  fupported  the  un- 
fortunate Pope  John  XXIII  againft  Martin 
V,  the  people  of  Berne,  according  to  the  cuf- 
toms  of  thofe  times,  and  being  invited  to  this 
ad  by  the  Emperor  Sigifmund,  attacked  Aar- 
gau ;  and  obliged  Zofingen,  Aarau,  Brug,  and 
Lenzburg,  with  their  appendages  to  furrender : 
and  thefe  now  form  one  of  the  moft  fertile 
diftri&s  in  their  pofleffion.  They  and  their 
.  allies  likewife  conquered  the  county  of  Baden. 
Sigifmund,  glad  to  weaken  his  enemy,  for  a 
fum  of  money  confirmed  them  in  the  pofTeffion 
of  thefe  territories. 

After  the  death  of  the  laft  Count  of  Tog- 
,    genburg,  a  ruinous  war  broke  out,  between  the 
cantons  of  Zurich  and  Schweitz,  concerning 
his  inheritance.    Zurich  demanded  the  aid  of 
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Auftria ;  and  Schweitz  required  the  confede- 
rates to  decide  between  it  and  the  canton 
that  had  allied  itfelf  to  the  common  foe.  Zu- 
rich would  not  admit  of  the  decifion  of  the 
confederates  :  they  therefore  took  part  'with 
Schweitz.  This  war,  which  was  the  firft  that 
happened  among  the  confederates,  continued 
from  the  year  1436  to  the  year  1444.  It 
was  in  the  laft  year  of  this  war  that  the  con- 
federates fuffered  the  honourable  lofs  that  be- 
fel  them,  in  the  churchyard  of  St.  James  at 
Bafle,  againft  Lewis  the  Dauphin  of  France. 
Not  the  flight  but  the  death  of  the  oppo- 
nents gave  vidtory,  to  the  numerous  army  of 
France  ;  and  compelled  the  Dauphin  to  return 
to  France,  and  confefs  that  his  powers  were 
mfufficient  for  the  obtaining  of  fuch  another 
battle. 

The  confederates  foon  after  made  war  on 
Sigifmimd,  Duke  of  Auftria  ;  "who,  being  im- 
poverished, mortgaged  Alfatia  and  another  ter- 
ritory to  Charles  the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burgun- 
dy. Audacious  princes  often  impart  their  ar- 
rogance to  their  dependants.  The  Jiatthaltery 
or  governor  of  Charles,  irritated  the  people  of 
Berne  ;  and  they  fent  ambafladors  to  complain 
to  the  Duke,  who  made  thefe  ambafiadors  kneel 

in 
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in  his  prefence.  A  fimilar  kind  of  conduct 
inflamed  the  Alfatians  ;  who,  being  immedi- 
ately under  the  power  of  Hagenbach,  the  ftat- 
thalter,  were  moft  fubject  to  his  cruelty.  They 
therefore  feized  him,  and  put  him  to  death. 

Charles  was  frantic  in  his  rage.  Part  of  the 
council  of  Berne  wifhed  for  an  accommoda- 
tion with  him,  others  for  war.  Lewis  XI  of 
France  had  influence  over  fome  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council  ;  and  to  him  it  was  partly 
owing  that  this  warlike  people  took  arms, 
againft  Charles.  At  that  time,  the  fecret  influ- 
ence of  France  was  more  dangerous  than  its 
fword  ;  and  the  queftion  was  determined  in 
favour  of  war. 

Adrian  of  Bubenberg,  of  an  antient  family, 
which  in  deeds  of  war  and  peace  had  been 
famous  from  the  earlieft  times  of  the  repub- 
lick,  for  certainly  Berthold  had  been  firft  in- 
duced to  build  the  city  of  Berne  by  one  of 
this  family,  Adrian  of  Bubenberg  was  in  fa- 
vour of  peace  :  but  young  Nicholas  of  Dief- 
bach,  whofe  wealth,  ardour,  and  popular  arti- 
fice had  weight,  which  was  the  more  danger- 
ous becaufe  he  was  the  partifan  of  Lewis,  was 
for  war;  and  accordingly  an  alliance  was  con- 
cluded, between  the  confederates  and  iVlfatia, 

againft 
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againft  Charles  the  Bold.  The  Duke  was  em- 
ployed elfewhere,  when  his  army  in  Alfatia 
was  attacked,  and  defeated.  The  Swifs  took 
Orbe,  and  Grandfon,  from  the  family  of  Cha- 
lons ;  which  was  allied  with  the  Duke ;  fell 
on  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  and  laid  Geneva  under 
contribution. 

In  the  year  1476,  Charles  came  with  a 
powerful  army,  took  Grandfon  by  capitula- 
tion, and,  contrary  to  his  promife,  hung  the 
garrifon  :  but  he  was  afterward  defeated  here, 
and  put  to  flight,  by  eighteen  thoufand  Swifs. 

He  then  retired  to  Laufanne,  collected 
troops,  and  befieged  Murten  ;  which  Adrian 
of  Bubenberg  defended,  with  a  garrifon  of 
fifteen  hundred  men.  The  Swifs  marched 
againft  Charles,  and  attacked  him ;  aided 
by  Renatus,  Duke  of  Lorrain,  whom  Charles 
had  robbed  of  his  pofieffions.  Here  they 
gained  a  celebrated  victory.  The  cavalry  of 
Burgundy  were  cut  to  pieces ;  and  the  flying 
army  was  purfued  to  the  lake,  in  which  thou- 
fands  perifhed.  Charles  only  efcaped  by 
fwimming  acrofs  on  horfeback. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  winter  of  1477, 
Charles  befieged  Nancy;  and  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain  called  on  the  Swifs  for  aid.  They 

came 
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came,  the  Burgundians  loft  the  battle,  and 
Charles  his  life.  An  old  French  hiftorian 
relates,  with  the  fimplicity  and  ardour  of  his 
times,  that  the  found  of  the  great  horn,  which 
the  Swifs  are  accuftomed  to  blow  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a  battle,  had  put  the  bolder!  war- 
rior of  his  age  to  flight,  by  reminding  him  of 
the  battle  of  Murterv  % 

The  Swifs  had  now  reached  the  fummit  of 
warlike  fame  :  but  fuch  fummits  are  ever  dan- 
gerous to  nations.  The  warlike  youth  wrere 
arrogant,  and  diforderly.  Princes,  who  durft 
not  confide  in  their  own  troops,  endeavoured^ 
and  not  always  in  vain,  to  corrupt  the  chiefs 
of  a  nation  which  they  could  not  have  con- 
quered in  battle.  Hence  fuipieion,  reftleflf-* 
nefs,  and  contention,  arofe. 

Berne  had  conquered  Murtett  and  Grand- 
fon  for  itfelf ;  and  Orbe  in  common  with 
Freiburg.  It  likewife  in  common  with  Frei- 
burg poflTefFed  Schwarzenburg  which  it  pur- 
chafed  of  the  Dukes  of  Savoy.  The  demo- 
cratic cantons  looked  with  well-founded  jea- 
foufy  cn  the  growing  power  of  Berne,  and  its 

*  On  fit  Conner  le  grand  cor,  par  trois  fois,  tant  que  le 
vent  du  fouffieur  pouvoit  durer  ;  ce  qui  ebahit  fort  Mon- 
fieur  dc  Bourgoygnc,  car  a  Morat  Tavoit  0111. 

new 
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new  conne&ion  with  Freiburg.  During  the 
Burgundian  war,  they  had  certainly  ordered 
their  commanders,  when  they  laid  fiege  to 
any  place  to  keep  their  troops  diftincT:  from 
thofe  of  Berne  and  Freiburg.  The  poffeffion 
of  fortified  towns  mud  be  hateful,  to  thofe 
whofe  love  of  freedom  warns  thern  to  keep 
no  fuch  on  their  own  territories.  Berne  and 
Freiburg  were  but  the  more  clofely  united  ; 
and  the  democratic  cantons  confidered  this 
as  a  defertion  of  the  confederacy.  The  con- 
teft  became  bitter  ;  and  a  general  aflembly  of 
the  confederates  was  called,  at  Stanz  and  Un- 
terwald.  They  were  about  to  decide  the  dif- 
pute  by  force  of  arms  with  redoubled  acri- 
mony ;  had  not  the  worthy  parlor  of  Stanz 
fent  to  Nicholas  von  der  Flue.  This  man 
had  been  Landammann,  or  high  bailiff,  of 
Unterwald.  The  other  particulars,  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  appeafed  them,  and  the  ho- 
nour in  which  his  name  is  held,  I  have  alrea- 
dy related. 

About  this  time,  many  of  the  knights  of 
Swabia  had  formed  themfelves  into  a  band  ; 
under  the  title  of  the  knights  of  St.  George. 
Some  trivial  accidents  brought  on  a  war,  be- 
tween thefe  knights  and  the  confederates;  and 

the 
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the  Swifs,  ia  various  battles,  had  greatly  the 
advantage.  Their  youth,  before  too  fond  of 
war,  now  became  more  unruly  ;  and,  in  times 
of  peace,  eagerly  fought  occafion  to  (hew  their 
courage.  The  people  of  Berne,  more  than 
the  others,  enlifted  themfelves  under  foreign 
banners.  It  was  cuftomary  for  Italian  free 
ftates,  and  princes,  to  hire  foreign  troops  ;  and 
they  were  particularly  defirous  of  the  Swifs. 
This  noble  people  blulli  at  the  remembrance 
of  thofe  times,  when,  waging  mercenary  war, 
the  brother  pointed  his  fpear  againft  the  bro- 
ther's breaft.  Frequently  deceived  by  the  Ita- 
lians, the  angry  fon  of  the  Alps  would  forfake 
one  party,  and  go  over  to  the  other.  Oh 
that  fome  patriot  had  then  played  the  Kith- 
reihen ;  and  that  the  loud  fong  had  awakened 
in  them  the  remembrance  of  their  home,  and 
the  delights  of  their  own  country  !  Oh  that 
a  Nicholas  of  the  Rock  had  arifen,  and  had 
driven  the  ftranger  and  his  mercenary  bribes 
from  the  land  of  peace  and  freedom  ! 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century, 
Bafle,  Schaffhaufen,  and  Appenzel,  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  confederacy.  This  century, 
which  was  fo  memorable  to  moft  part  of  Eu- 
rope, was  no  lefs  remarkable  for  the  enlight- 

Vol.  I.  P  ,  ened 
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ened  knowledge  which  it  brought  to  mlny  of 
the  .cantons  of  Switzerland.  The  great  Zuin- 
gle  firft  lighted  the  torch  of  truth  in  Zurich. 
Haller  found  more  oppofition  in  Berne.  To 
the  refiftance  Which  each  new  doctrine  muft 
meet,  was  added  that  clandeftine  oppofition 
to  thofe  principles  which  combated  prejudice, 
immorality,  and  eftablifhed  abufes.  Among 
other  vices  of  the  times,  the  reformers  re- 
proved the  SwHs  fcr  taking  arms  in  the  fervice 
of  foreign  princes,  or  free  ftates  ;  and,  while 
Zuingle  lived,  he  prevented  the  practice  in 
Zurich. 

Among  other  obftacles  which  Haller  found, 
the  intereft  of  the  great  families  was  one.  The 
numerous  and  lucrative  church  benefices  abun- 
dantly provided  for  their  younger  fons.  Mo- 
dern writers,  who  fometimes  magnify  and  at 
others  diminifh  objects,  and  fet  them  in  a 
falfe  light,  have  fome  reafon  on  their  fide, 
when  they  alTert  that  the  reformation  was 
principally  the  work  of  felfifh  princes,  who 
thirfted  after  the  pofleffipns  of  the  church  ; 
but  they  will  find  it  difficult  clearly  to  fhew 
what  motive  mould  induce  the  council  of 
Berne  to  countenance  the  admiflion  of  the 
new  doctrine.  However,  in  1528,  the  reform- 
ation 
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ation  was  eftablifhed,  by  a  plurality  of  votes, 
Nin  the  greateft  number  of  the  thirteen  cantons. 

The  zealous  citizens  of  Zurich  made  war  on 
the  catholic  cantons,  becaufe  the  former  wimed 
the  reformation  mould  take  place  in  them  all. 
They  were  vanquifhed,  in  two  battles,  by  the 
catholics  ;  in  one  of  which  Zuingle  loft  his 
life,  at  Kappel,  in  the  territories  of  Zurich, 
and  on  the  confines  of  Zug. 

At  Geneva,  the  partifans  of  the  reformed, 
who  wfere  called  the  Eidgnofs*,  which  the 
French  mif-pronounce  Hugonots,  prevailed 
over  the  catholics  ;  who  took  the  name  of  the 
Savoyards.  In  this  year,  1528,  Geneva  allied 
itfelf  more  clofely  to  Berne  and  Freiburg  :  for 
it  had  been  allied  to  thefe  ftates  at  the  time 
of  the  Burgundian  war.  The  Duke  of  Savoy 
was  jealous  of  this  alliance,  and  committed 
hoftilities  ;  till  at  length  a  truce  was  made, 
between  him  and  Geneva  ;  with  the  condition 
that,  if  it  was  again  broken  by  the  Duke,  he 
mould  forfeit  the  Fays  de  Vaud  to  Berne  :  if 
broken  by  the  people  of  Geneva,  they  were 
no  more  to  remain  allied  to  thefe  cantons. 
The  war  again  broke  out  ;  for  the  people  cf 
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Berne  imagined  they  had  juft  caufe  of  com- 
plaint, for  which  they  had  received  no  re* 
compenfe.  However,  in  1556,  when  Fran- 
cis the  firfl  of  France  took  the  principality  of 
Piedmont  from  the  Duke,  Charles,  they  like- 
wife  took  the  Pays  de  Vaud^  and  a  part  of 
Savoy. 

They  were  induced  to  refign  their  conquefts 
in  Savoy,  to  which  at  that  time  was  annexed 
the  country  of  Gex,  which  is  now  a  part  of 
Burgundy,  by  the  interpofition  of  the  other 
cantons  :  but  they  retained  the  whole  Pays  de 
Vand ;  and,  from  that  time,  the  limits  be- 
tween them  and  Savoy  have  been  the  lake  of 
Geneva.  The  people  of  Freiburg  had  a  fmall 
fhare  of  this  rich  booty.  The  Counts  of  Gruy- 
eres  refufed  to  do  homage  to  the  cantons,  for 
their  lordfhips  in  the  Pays  de  Vand :  but  Mi- 
chael, the  laft  Count  of  this  houfe,  being  much 
in  debt,  had  his  rights  bought  up  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Berne  ;  and  his  defendants  were  rob- 
bed of  Rougemont  and  Oron.  This  was  the 
laft,  and,  truth  to  fay,  not  the  mod  dignified, 
of  the  conquefts  of  Berne. 

In  1574,  Zurich  was  included  in  the  fixed 
alliance  that  had  been  made,  between  Berne 
and  Geneva,  in  1557.  About  this  time,  Berne 

was 
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was  confirmed  in  its  porTefTion  of  the  Pays  de 
Vaud,  by  Henry  the  third  of  France. 

Some  civil  diflurbances  took  place  in  Berne 
during  the  feventeemh  century,  one  caufe  of 
whicti  was  the  Anabaptifts.  Their  religion 
forbade  them  the  ufe  of  arms  ;  and  this  per- 
haps is  a  greater  inconvenience  in  a  republic, 
where  the  country  is  defended  by  its  own  citi- 
zens, than  it  is  in  a  monarchy,  where  an 
army  of  mercenaries  may  be  employed.  . 

The  meafures  that  were  taken  againft  them 
were  certainly  too  fevere  ;  and  were  certainly 
unjuft.  A  family  of  the  reformed  religion, 
who  had  fled  from  Schweitz  to  Zurich,  and 
who  were  refufed  by  their  countrymen  the 
property  that  they  had  left  behind  them,  gave 
occafion  to  a  mort  war ;  between  the  five  ca- 
tholic cantons  on  one  fide,  and  Zurich  and 
Berne  on  the  other.  The  people  of  Lucerne 
gained  a  victory  over  the  people  of  Berne ; 
and  the  conteft  fubfided  :  but  fifty  years  of 
peace  with  foreign  powers  did  not  ftifle  the 
fire  of  party  jealoufy.  The  catholic  cantons 
thought  they  might,  in  cafe  of  need,  depend 
upon  aid  from  France  :  but  old  Lewis  was 
then  engaged  in  an  unfortunate  war,  which 
perhaps  induced  the  people  of  Berne  and  Zii- 
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rich  to  draw  their  fwords  againft  their  bro- 
thers, in  the  year  171 2. 

It  cannot  however  be  denied  but  they  had 
fome  caufe.  The  Abbot  of  St.  Gall  opprefled 
the  greatefl  part  of  h\sy  fubjects  of  Toggen- 
burg.  This  diftrict,  which  . had  formerly  been 
iubjecl:  to  its  own  Counts,  was,  in  the  year 
1469,  for  a  fum  of  money,  configned  to  the 
Abbot  of  St.  Gall.  Mod  of  the  inhabitants, 
the  number  of  whom  may  amount  to  about 
fifty  thoufand,  were  of  the  reformed  religion  ; 
and  this  part  of  the  community  fuffered  great 
vex  uion  from  the  Abbot.  In  the  year  1696, 
he  opprefled  them  in  a  very  infupportable 
manner.  They  claimed  their  frequently- 
confirmed  privileges  ;  and  fled  for  fupport  to 
Zurich,  and  Berne.  Till  the  year  1712,  it  was 
onlv  a  war  of  words  :  but  it  then  broke  out 
into  open  hortilkles  between  the  cantons  of 
Schweitz,  Uri,  Unterwald,  Lucerne,  and  Zug, 
in  oppoiVnon  to  Berne,  and  Zurich. 

Daring  this  Abort  conteft,  the  reformed  can- 
tons had  the  advantage.  The  Abbot  of  St* 
Gall  .was  allowed  to  poffefs  the  county  of- 
Toggenburg :  but  religious  freedom  was  fully 
confirmed  to  the  Proteftants.  The  catholic 
cantons  loft  their  fhare  in  the  county  of  Ba- 
den, 
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den,  and  in  the  lower  part  of  what  were  called 
the  other  free  districts  :  but  Berne  maintained 
equal  rights,  in  common  with  the  feven  old 
cantons,  over  Thurgau,  Sargans,  and  Rhein-r 
thai. 

So  ended  the  laft  war,  in  which  the  Swifs 
combated  each  other :  and  may  wars  like  thefe 
never  be  renewed  !  But  it  wiil  ever  remain 
worthy  of  admiration,  that  fo  many  indepen- 
dent ftates,  whofe  forms  of  government  and 
religion  are  fo  different,  and  whofe  interefts 
muft  iTeceffarily  fo  often  clalh,  mould  fo  fel- 
dom  have  broken  the  holy  bonds  of  union :  a 
bond  which,  feventeen  years  hence,  will  have 
continued  five  centuries  5,  and  which  will  then 
well  deferve  a  jubilee. 

It  mult  be  owned  that  the  canton  of  Berne, 
in  amient  times,  took  advantage  of  the 
Counts,  their  neighbours  ;  and,  in  modern,  of 
the  people  of  Savoy  ;  to  increafe  their  terri- 
tories :  for  which  their  forefathers  may  blufh. 
But,  for  many  years,  it  has  been  animated  by 
a  different  fpirit.  It  is  now  honoured  by  all 
the  powers  of  Europe,  and  beloved  by  all  the 
cantons  ;  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  furnifh  an 
example,  from  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  where 
more  moderation  and  love  of  juftice  have  been 
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feen,  than  they  have  fhewn  to  their  allies  of 
every  defcription. 

I  think  it  may  now  be  confidently  affirmed, 
that  no  canton  has  the  intention  of  taking  ad- 
vantage of  another.  Some  are  fatisfied  with 
their  power  and  wealth  :  others  with  the  peace 
and  noble  fimplicity  which  they  enjoy.  Each 
tadeSj  in  various  ways,  the  fruits  of  that 
freedom  which  w7as  fealed  by  the  blood  of 
their  forefathers.  This  freedom  combines  all 
that  is  dear,  all  that  is  holy ;  and  no  foreign 
power  can  rob  them  of  it  while  they  remain 
worthy  of  its  bleffing.  The  Alps  may  again 
be  furmounted  ;  armies  again  may  crofs  their 
ftupendous  cliffs  :  but  concord,  fimplicity  of 
manners,  good  education,  religion  grounded 
in  virtue,  and  virtue  ftrengthening  valour, 
thefe  all  furround  this  happy  people  with  a 
wall  of  fire  ;  and  deprive  neighbouring  ftates 
of  a  wifh  to  attack  a  nation,  which  they  well 
may  envy,  but  cannot  fubdue. 


LET, 
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LETTER  XIX. 

Berne,  21ft  September  fjgi* 

Very  oppofite  opinions  have  been 
formed,  concerning  the  conftitution  of  Berne. 
Many  have  compared  it  to  the  oligarchy  of 
Venice ;  while  fome  have  praifed  it  beyond  all 
meafure.  Thefe  contradi&ions  do  not  perhaps 
fo  much  arife  out  of  any  real  difference  of  opi- 
nion, in  the  perfons  who  praife,  or  blame,  as 
out  of  the  peculiar  manner  of  each  in  viewing 
the  obje&s.  But  we  do  not  always  adopt  a 
right  point  of  view.  We  frequently  form  our 
judgment  from  the  firft  hafty  glance.  This 
indeed  is  the  moft  general  mode  of  determin- 
ing. But  it  is  with  our  underftanding  as  wTith 
our  health  :  fhould  difeafe  attack  us,  if  Qur 
temperament  be  good,  nature  will  give  us  aid. 
The  hearts  of  the  virtuous  are  curable,  faid 
Homer:  arid  it  is  the  fame  with  their  under- 
ftanding. 

Thofe  who  confider  the  mere  outline  of 
the  conftitution  of  Berne,  if  they  love  freedom, 
will  perhaps  find  it  very  defective.  He  how- 
ever who  attends  to  the  healthy  body  of  the 

date, 
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ftate,  where  the  head  Is  clear,  the  limbs  are  in 
active  harmony  with  each  other,  and  the  ful- 
nefs  of  life  invigorates  the  arm,  while  power 
and  agility  combine  in  the  ferviceable  quick 
foot;  he,  I  fay,  who  perceives  this,  will  hefitatc 
before  he  decides  againft  a  government,  where 
the  people  certainly  enjoy  a  high  degree  of 
healthy  freedom. 

The  living  body  of  a  ftate  muft  not  be  folely 
judged  by  its  external  proportions.  We  juftly 
and  i  igoroufly  require  proportion,  from  the 
architect,  and  the  fculptor :  but  they  fhew  us 
nothing  but  the  contour.  In  the  moft  healthy 
bodies,  the  aftonifhed  anatomifl  often  finds 
great  defects  :  while,  in  defiance  of  all  theory, 
thefe  bodies,  when  living,  gave  no  figns  of 
imperfection. 

It  is  likewife  true  that,  in  politics,  there  is 
frequently  a  dead  letter,  but  a  living  fpirit. 
Manners  make  laws  almoft  ufelefs.  The  fpirit 
of  wifdom,  benevolence,  and  moderation,  de 
fcending  from  father  to  fon,  will  better  fecure 
the  freedom  of  a  people  than  all  the  fplit-hair 
theories  of  any  conftitution  *, 

Berne 

*  Perhaps  there  is  no  truth  that  fo  much  deferves  the 
ferious  attention  of  mankind,  as  that  which  this  paragraph 

contains 
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Berne  is  the  only  canton  in  which  neither 
the  whole  people  nor  all  the  freemen  of  the 
city  ever  aflemble. 

The  democratic  cantons,  Schweitz,  Uri, 
Unterwald,  Zug,  Glaris,  and  Appenzel,  all  of 
them,  have  their  general  affembiies. 

Not  only  do  Zurich  and  Bafle,  whofe  con- 
ftitutions,  confidered  as  towns,  are  democra- 
tic, though  the  burghers  rule  the  country  peo- 
ple like  ariftocrats,  aflemble  the  municipality 
of  the  town  ;  but  fo  likewife  do  Lucerne,  Frei- 
burg, Soleure,  and  Schaffhaufen  :  though  the 
citizens  do  not  here  enjoy  an  equal  partici- 
pation .of  the  government. 

The  principles  of  the  conftitution  of  Berne 
originated  with  the  town  itfelf.  It  was  built 
as  a  ftrong  hold;  a  place  of  rendezvous,  for 
the  inferior  nobles ;  where  they  might  find 
fafety  againft  the  enterprifes  of  the  furround- 
ing  Counts,  and  great  Lords.    Thefe  nobles 

contains.  Thofe  who  think  that  laws  govern  a  nation, 
are  miferably  miftaken.  The  people  know  nothing  of 
law  :  or  nothing  but  lhat  it  gives  them  the  power  of 
tormenting  each  other.  Their  rule  of  conduct,  is  the 
opinion  of  their  neighbours  :  improve  this  opinion,  and 
their  morals  and  happinefs  mud  improve.  It  is  the  deep 
importance  of  the  fubjedr,  that  forces  frcm  me  this  other- 
wife  impertinent  note.  T. 

were 
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were  warlike  ;  and,  under  their  wing,  the  in- 
duftrious  merchant  and  the  peaceful  mecha- 
nic found  the  tranquillity  and  protection  of 
which  they  were  in  need.  They  willingly 
renounced  the  cares  of  government,  which 
wile  men  do  not  always  find  a  fource  of  true 
happinefs,  to  thole  ftrong  arms  that  were  ready 
to  draw  the  fword  in  their  defence :  and  fo 
frequently  was  it  drawn,  by  thefe  nobles,  and 
fo  effectually,  that  their  race  became  gradually 
extinct.  The  burghers  and  nobles  then  became 
neceffarily  united ;  and  the  latter,  now  more 
temperate,  had  felt  that  the  government  ought 
not  to  depend  on  too  fmall  a  number  ;  but  that 
the  many  ought  to  call  the  few  to  account. 
The  admiffion  of  certain  burgher  families, 
into  the  adminiftration  of  affairs,  did  not  alter 
the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution. 

At  Rome,  the  road  to  the  higheft  offices 
and  honours  was  open  to  the  Plebeians  :  but 
though  a  Plebeian  family,  which  had  paffed 
the  curule  chair,  had  acquired  new  dignity, 
power,  and  refpect,  yet  this  new  dignity  was 
not  equal  to  the  fplendour  of  the  Patrician. 

The  moft  antient  chronicles  of  the  republic 
of  Berne  mew  that,  in  thofe  times,  the  whole 
municipality  was  occafiQnally  affembled  :  but 

fuch 
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fuch  an  affembly  docs  not  prove  any  ftated  or 
active  power.  In  fimple  ages,  men  were  not 
fo  lightly  fearful  of  fubtle  conclufions.  The 
inferences  that  have  been  drawn,,  in  our  times, 
with  refpeel  to  thefe  affemblies,  from  which 
it  has  been  imagined  that  the  great  council 
was  firft  founded  in  the  year  13S4,  were  very 
hafty.  An  original  paper,  fo  early  as  the  year 
1294,  mentions  the  two  hundred;  and  an 
edict,  of  the  year  13 14,  likewife  begins  with 
thefe  words :  Wir  Schulthelfs^  Rath,  und  Zwei- 
hundert  *. 

The  council  cf  two  hundred,  formerly, 
actually  confifted  of  that  round  number :  but 
it  was  gradually  increafed,  till  it  was  fome- 
times  above  three  hundred.  A  law  therefore 
was  made,  which  limited  the  number  to  two 
hundred  and  ninety-nine.  No  candidates 
were  to  be  elected,  till  there  were  eighty  va- 
cancies: but  here  too  corruption  crept  in. 
Young  men,  who  afpired  to  this  honour, 
found  old  counfellors,  who  had  no  longer 
any  hopes  of  enjoying  the  office  of  high  bai- 
liff, whom  they  fecrctly  penfioned  to  refign 
their  places,  in  order  to  make  the  eighty  va- 

*  We  the  Advoyer,  Council,  and  two  hundred. 

cancies, 
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eancies,  t"h at  they  might  be  elected.  Hence 
the  law  now  is  that  the  vacancies  of  living 
counfellors  muft  not  be  numbered  :  there  muft 
be  eighty  counfellors  dead,  before  there  can 
be  any  new  election. 

Each  candidate  muft  be  nine-and-twenty 
years  of  age  ;  dating  eight  days  after  baptifm. 
Hence,  in  families  who  hope  their  defend- 
ants may  be  counfellors,  they  have  the  males 
chriftened  immediately  after  birth.  Elections 
generally  happen  once  in  nine  or  ten  years : 
and  any  young  man  who  at  this  time  is  a 
miner,  if  it  be  but  for  a  few  days,  muft  wait 
till  the  next  election. 

Every  burgher  of  Berne  has  the  right  of 
being  elected  to  the  higheft  dignities  ;  but  few 
have  the  hope :  for  the  little  council,  which 
confifts  of  twenty-feven  members,  and  the 
fixteen,  who  are  annually  chofen  from  the 
great  council,  propofe  the  members  of  this 
great  council ;  fo  that  they  continually  circu- 
late among  the  powerful  families.  In  the  col- 
lective great  council  *,  of  which  the  fmall 
council  is  a  committee,  all  power  centres; 

*  I  underftand,  by  this  pafiage,  that  there  are  three 
councils  :  The  great  council,  the  little  council^  and  the 
collective  great  council.  T. 

but 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  223 

but  In  different  bodies.  The  executive  power 
is  entrufted  to  the  little  council ;  the  legiflative 
to  the  great.  The  little  council  affembles 
every  day,  Sunday  excepted.  It  firft  examines 
every  matter,  which  is  afterwards  laid  before 
the  great  council.  All  current  affairs  are  in  its 
difpofal :  as  likewife  are  moft  of  the  church 
benefices,  and  the  inferior  of  the  lay  em- 
ployments. It  pronounces  fentence  in  cri- 
minal caufes ;  except  over  the  burghers  of 
Berne. 

The  members  of  the  little  council  are 
elected  in  a  very  complex  manner.  On  the 
death  of  any  one  member,  the  remaining  fix- 
and-twenty  aflemble.  Six-and-twenty  fmall 
balls  are  put  in  a  box  ;  three  of  which  are 
gold.  The  members  each  draw  a  ball.  Thofe 
who  draw  the  three  golden  balls  nominate 
three  electors  from  their  own  body.  Seven 
other  electors  are  chofen  by  the  great  council. 
Thefe  ten  electors  nominate  a  number  of  can- 
didates, not  more  than  ten,  and  not  lefs  than 
fix.  The  collective  council  then  give  their 
votes.  Thofe  who  have  the  moft  votes  in 
their  favour  draw  four  balls;  two  of  which 
are  gold,  and  two  of  iilver  :  and  one  of  thofe 
who  have  drawn  the  golden  balls  is  elected, 

by 
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by  the  plurality  of  votes  of  the  collective 
council. 

The  little  council  confifts  of  the  two  advoy- 
ers,  two  treafurers,  two  bannerets,  feven  coun- 
fellors,  and  two  heimllchern,  or  fecret  counsel- 
lors. The  two  advoyers  prefide  in  the  col- 
lective council,  and  in  the  little  council.  They 
are  elected  by  the  collective  council.  They 
formerly  held  their  office  only  one  year  :  it  is 
now  for  life ;  though  the  collective  council 
has  the  right  to  remove  them.  They  are  an- 
nually confirmed  in  their  office  at  Eafter,  by 
the  collective  council :  after  the  German  trea- 
furer  has  publicly  foliated,  in  their  name,  let- 
ters of  approbation.  The  fame  is  done  in  the 
little  council.  The  advoyer,  who  was  laft  year 
in  office,  refigns  to  his  aflbciate.  The  reign- 
ing advoyer  has  precedence  in  the  little  and 
the  collective  councils.  The  feal  of  the  repub- 
lic lies  before  him.  He  never  gives  his  vote, 
till  it  is  demanded  :  nor  has  he  any  vote,  till, 
the  numbers  being  equal,  it  becomes  necef- 
fary  for  him  to  decide. 

The  next  in  rank  to  the  advoyers  are  the 
treafurers :  the  firft  of  whom  is  for  the  Ger- 
man diftriCts,  and  the  other  for  the  Pays  de 
Vaud.    The  two  treafurers  and  the  four  ban- 
3  nerete 
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nercts  constitute  a  college,  or  committee,  of 
finance.  The  bannerets  are  only  a  year  in 
office ;  the  treafurers  may  be  continued  for 
fix  years.  Each  banneret  is  like  wife  a  high 
bailiff,  without  having  the  title  of  one  of  the 
four  diftricts  of  which  the  ftate  originally 
eonfifted. 

The  advover,  who  by  turn  is  out  of  office, 
is  at  the  head  cf  the  fecret  college,  or  com- 
mittee ;  which  conlifts  of  himfelf,  one  trea- 
furer,  the  four  bannerets,  and  the  two  fecret 
counfellors.  In  this  committee  thofe  affairs 
which  mud  not  be  made  public  are  difcuffed. 

The  particular  office  of  the  fecret  counfellor 
is  to  watch  that  nothing  contrary  to  the  con- 
ftitution  mall  be  done,  either  in  the  great  or 
little  council.  They  have  therefore  the  right, 
if  they  think  it  neceffary,  to  convoke  the 
great  council,  without  leave  of  the  advoyers. 
The  different  provincial  committees,  and  the 
chambers  of  appeal,  one  for  the  German 
diftricts,  the  other  for  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  are 
members  of  the  councils.  The  constitution 
of  their  courts  of  juftice  might  fuit  the  cha- 
racter of  old  times ;  but,  for  the  prefent, 
appear  to  me  to  be  dangerous.  The  fentencc 
of  the  judge  is  highly  refpe£ted,  becaufe  the 
Vol.  I.  laws 
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laws  are  fo  fimple;  and,  in  reality,  fo  few. 
Neither  here  nor,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  in  the 
other  cantons,  is  there  any  criminal  code. 
This  deficiency  might  rrave  dreadful  confe- 
quences,  were  not  thofe  who  govern  this 
country  infpired  by  an  unufual  fpirit  of  bene- 
volence. 

Perhaps  you,  like  me,  will  wonder  at  the 
little  power  of  the  advoyer.  His  influence 
however  is  often  very  great,  nay  almoft  pre- 
ponderating ;  although,  till  it  is  demanded,  he 
has  no  vote.  But  fuch  muft  ever  be  the  na- 
ture of  having  propofitions  to  make,  in  the 
mouth  of  a  man  of  undcrftanding  and  elo- 
quence. Few  Hates  have  been  fufficiently 
watchful  of  this  influence.  Such  an  influence 
is  great,  little,  or  nothing ;  in  proportion  to 
the  abilities  of  the  perfon  who  ftates  the 
propofition  :  and  the  people  of  Berne  appear, 
from  this  inftitution,  to  have  ihewn  a  deep 
knowledge  of  man. 

The  high  bailiff?  were  formerly  chofen,  by 
vote,  by  the  great  council :  but  they  have 
now  been  chofen  by  lot  for  about  eighty 
years.  Melancholy  neceility,  after  long  ex- 
perience, has  taught  them  that  the  blindnefs 
of  chance  had  better  be  trufted,  than  the  too 

frequent 
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frequent  partiality  of  man.  That  however 
was  not  the  only  reafon,  why  this  change 
took  place :  it  was  in  order  to  prevent  thofe 
who  afpire  to  this  office  from  being  dependant 
on  the  powerful  members  of  the  council, 
whofe  votes  they  would  have  found  fo  ufeful. 
That  ftate  is  half  loft,  the  rulers  of  which  are 
become  dependant  on  each  other  by  unfore- 
feen  caufes.  The  dependance,  which  man 
mull  unavoidably  have  on  man,  can  only 
be  fimple,  natural,  and  jufc,  when  it  is  ac- 
companied by  talents,  and  virtue :  and  even 
then  it  is  too  frequently  dangerous.  The 
Athenians  limited  it  by  oftracifnK  the  people 
of  Syracufe  by  petalifm  *. 

The  bailiwicks  are  divided  into  four  claffes  ; 
according  to  their  importance  and  revenues ; 
and  are  frequently  very  lucrative.  No  man 
can  be  high  bailiff  of  the  firft  clafs  abpve  once  ; 
twice  of  the  fecond  clafs ;  and  three  times  of 
the  third  and  fourth ;  and  the  latter  muft  be 
at  intervals.    The  high  bailiff  continues  in 

*  In  Athens,  when  any  man  became  dangeroufly 
powerful,  it  was  cuftomary  for  the  people  to  write  his 
name  on  an  oyfter  {hell,  and  thus  banim  him.  In  Syra- 
cufe, they  wrote  on  a  leaf.  The  term  of  banifhment  from 
Athens  was  ten  years  ;  from  Syracufe  five.  T. 

Q^2  office 
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office  fix  years ;  and  each  annually  lays  his 
accounts  before  the  committee  of  finance. 
Their  power  is  very  great.  To  them  is  the 
police,  the  execution  of  the  orders  of  the 
council,  the  difpofal  of  the  public  money,  and 
of  the  corn  granary,  the  appeals  from  the 
fmall  courts,  and  the  power  of  pronouncing 
fentence,  when  complainants  bring  their  caufes 
before  them,  entrufled. 

Difcontents,  at  the  abufe  of  this  power, 
were  formerly  frequent.  About  a  hundred 
and  forty  years  ago,  various  ads  of  oppreffion 
and  tyranny  occasioned  an  infurre&ion :  but 
wife  and  effectual  regulations  are  certainly 
now,  and  long  have  been,  adopted.  An  ap- 
peal is  open  to  every  peafant ;  or,  fhould  he 
prefer  that,  he  may  complain  to  the  little  coun- 
cil. Penalties  are  not  at  will,  but  determinate. 
Perfonal  injuries,  which  in  lo  many  countries 
fdence  the  complaints  of  the  peafant,  who 
dreads  the  power  of  his  oppreffor,  are  here 
impoflible.  Hence,  I  may  fay,  that  the  coun- 
tryman is  the  beloved,  nay  the  fpoiled,  child 
of  the  government  of  Berne.  The  country 
people  well  know  this ;  and  I  may  fafely 
affert  that  the  lower  orders  of  people  are  no 
where  in  the  world  fo  well  fatisfied  as  in  the 

cantons 
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cantons  of  Berne  and  Zurich.  I  do  not  in- 
clude the  democratic  cantons ;  becaufe  in 
them  there  is  no  diftinction  of  rank. 

The  clergy  muft  have  been  educated  either 
at  Berne  or  Laufanne.  The  fmall  council 
nominates  to  the  provincial  benefices :  the 
colle&ive  council  to  thofe  of  Berne.  The 
clergy  of  the  German  diftricts  are  divided 
into  eight  fynods :  each  of  which  affembles 
once  a  year.  The  Pays  de  Vaud  has  five  fy- 
nods. Moral  offences,  efpecially  thofe  againft 
the  fixth  commandment,  fall  under  the  cen- 
fure  of  the  leffer  confiftories  :  to  which  like- 
wife  affairs  of  marriage  and  divorce  are  com- 
mitted. The  proceedings  are  fent  to  the  high 
confiftory  of  Berne :  which  is  a  mixture  of 
citizens,  laymen,  and  clergymen. 

The  clergy  have  little  power  in  worldly 
affairs  :  except  that  their  office  gives  them  great 
influence.  This  is  as  it  ought  to  be.  It  fre- 
quently happens  that  young  men  of  rank 
dedicate  themfelves  to  the  church. 

The  people  are  regularly  trained  to  arms, 
and  v  annually  muftered.  They  are  divided 
into  one-and-twenty  regiments  of  fo<  t,  each 
two  thouiand  ftrong ;  and  four  companies  of 
jagers,  or  light  horfe,  and  eighteen  of 

Qji  goons. 
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goons.  Befide  thefe,  the  perfons  who  hold 
eftates,  that  confer  titles  of  nobility,  raife  feve- 
ral  companies  of  horfe.  No  foldier,  whe- 
ther horfe  or  foot,  dare  marry,  till  he  has 
firft  provided  himfelf  with  his  uniform,  arms, 
and  accoutrements.  This  is  the  drefs  of  the 
bridegroom.  The  dragoon  muft  provide 
himfelf  with  a  horfe :  but  this  is  no  great 
difficulty  ;  for,  as  a  farmer,  he  muft  keep  many 
horfes. 

The  arfenal  is  well  ftored :  it  contains 
above  a  thoufand  cannon,  many  mortars,  muf- 
kets  for  fixty  thoufand  men,  and  fufficient 
arms  for  the  cavalry.  There  are  three  com- 
panies of  cannoneers,  and  one  of  bombar- 
deers,  for  the  artillery. 

The  revenues  of  the  ftate  are  not  large  ;  yet 
fufficient  for  a  republic,  the  rulers  of  wrhich 
have  moft  of  them  no  falary,  and  the  reft 
very  little,  and  which  maintains  no  ftanding 
army.    Thefe  revenues  chiefly  confift  in  fome 
domains,  the  tythes,  a  certain  fmall  ground 
rent,  the  fixth  part  of  the  allodial  fines  of  the 
fiefs  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  the  tenths  of  thofe 
inheritances  in  this  fame  country  which  do 
not  defcend  to  the  next  heir,  certain  trifling 
tolls,  arid  the  monopoly  of  fait.    Of  this  mo- 
nopoly 
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nopoly  no  one  complains ;  for  it  is  fold 
cheaper  by  the  government  than  it  could  be 
afforded  by  the  trader.  I  muft  likewife  add 
to  them  the  intereft  paid  for  the  outftanding 
capital ;  which,  at  prefent,  amounts  to  feven 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  Bernois :  that  is, 
fomething  more  than  two  hundred  thoufand 
rix  dollars. 

It  is  probable  that  the  treafury  of  the  repub- 
lic is  rich  ;  and  it  would  annually  increafe,  but 
for  its  numerous  expences  in  public  buildings, 
inftitutions,  and  high  roads. 

There  is  a  remarkable  cuftom,  which 
proves  the  wifdom  of  their  anceftors,  but 
which  is  now  very  much  on  the  decline.  This 
is  what  is  called  the  Aeuiferen  Stand  *  ;  which 
is  the  title  of  a  community  of  young  burgh- 
ers, who  form  the  model,  or  the  mimic  coun- 
terpart, of  the  republic.  Formerly  they  deter- 
mined on  war,  peace,  and  alliance;  and 
treated  on  chimerical  affairs  with  great  in- 
duftry  and  ardour.  They  now  only  fhare 
the  dignities  of  the  republic  among  them- 
felves.    Each  who  holds  thefe  ideal  dignities 


*  Exterior  State. 
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pays  fomethlng  into  the  treafury.  The  foci- 
ety,  however,  is  become  confiderably  in  debt: 
for  the  young  gentlemen  are  more  bufied  about 
parties  of  pleafure,  and  tavern  dinners,  than 
in  moral  or  political  enquiries.  They  have 
well  characterized  their  mimicry,  and  emble- 
matically reprefented  the  condition  of  their 
declining  finances,  when  they  chofe  an  ape, 
riding  upon  a  crab,  for  their  arms.  The  only 
remains  of  this  once  noble  inftitution  are 
now  its  delinquencies.  Every  affociate,  in 
this  fociety,  is  fure  to  be  voted  for  in  the  great 
council  \  although  he  mould  have  been  admit- 
ted a  member  only  the  evening  before  ele&ion. 

I  have  neither  been  able,  nor  defirous,  to 
give  you  any  thing  more  than  an  outline  of 
the  conftitution  of  this  republic  ;  againft  which 
the  people  of  other  countries  have  conceived 
great  prejudices.  At  a  firft  view,  it  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  an  oligarchy ;  which  is  certainly 
not  to  its  advantage.  This  the  chiefs  of  the 
republic  have  perceived ;  and,  adopting  the 
advice  of  the  great  Haller,  whofe  <memory  is 
revered  by  his  countrymen,  they  have  admit- 
ted mere  families  of  the  burghers  into  the 
government.    Each  burgher  is  now  capable 

of 
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of  admiflion  :  whereas  formerly  none  but  felecl: 
families  had  this  capability,  though  the  burgh- 
ers were  numerous. 

There  is  one  principal  feature,  which  diftin- 
guhnes  the  ariftocratic  conftitutions  of  Switzer- 
land from  all  others :  a  feature  decifively  in 
favour  of  the  freedom  of  the  people,  and 
which  can  never  be  fufficiently  admired. 

The  government  has  no  foldiers  in  its  pay  : 
and  all  the  fubjecT:s  of  this  warlike  people  are 
armed. 

Real  tranquillity,  happinefs,  and  freedom, 
combined  with  the  perception  of  their  ftrength 
which  fecures  them  in  their  prefent  condition, 
place  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates  in  a  high 
degree  of  fatisfaction.  This  fatisfadion,  in  the 
German  diftricts  of  the  republic,  is  univerfal 
and  unlimited.  Of  the  difcontents  which  have 
prevailed  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud  I  will  give  you 
fome  account,  when  I  come  to  that  country. 

Though  agriculture,  in  Berne,  is  induftri- 
oufly  purfued,  yet  fo  numerous  are  its  moun- 
tains, and  fo  great  its  population  (for  free- 
dom lives  not  on  bread  alone),  the  corn  it 
grows  is  not  fufficient  for  its  own  confump- 
tion.  The  trade  of  the  country  is  fcarcely 
confiderable  enough  to  iupply  the  deficiency : 

it 
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it  is  very  trifling  indeed,  except  in  Aargau, 
the  Pays  de  Vaud,  and  Emmenthal ;  and  the 
balance  would  be  entirely  againft  Berne,  were 
it  not  for  the  fumptuary  laws.  Precious  ftones, 
and  gold  and  iilver  lace,  are  forbidden  :  fo  like- 
wife  are  foreign  wines,  unlefs  efpecial  per- 
miffion  be  firft  procured.  Thefe  regulations, 
in  addition  to  their  fmall  but  active  commerce, 
and  the  intereft  of  money,  which  not  only  the 
ftate  but  various  individuals  draw,  from 
foreign  countries,  maintain  the  balance  of 
trade. 

I  afcribe  the  little  ufe  which  the  town  of 
Berne  makesofits  fituation  on  the  Aar,  to  the 
warlike  fpirit  of  former  times.  Thole  families 
which  take  part  in  the*  government  are  the 
defcendants  of  a  race  of  bold  warriors.  They 
have  imbibed  and  imparted  the  fentiments 
of  their  anceftors  :  and  happy  is  the  land  where 
fuch  fentiments  prevail. 

Ariftocrats  would  opprefs,  were  the  trade 
in  their  hands.  They  would  be  eafily  in- 
duced to  monopolize,  and  limit  the  trade  of 
their  inferiors  :  add  to  which,  the  fpirit  of  trade 
but  ill  agrees  with  a  certain  dignity  of  think- 
ing, and  acting.  However  happy  the  coun- 
tryman of  Zurich  may  in  other  refpects  feel 

himfetf, 
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himfelf,  he  complains,  and  not  without  reafon, 
of  the  fetters  which  the  town  lays  upon  trade. 
Like  the  noble  Romans  of  the  good  republican 
ages,  the  importance  of  the  citizen  of  Berne, 
and  after  his  example  that  of  the  countryman, 
is  eafily  awakened. 

The  ceconomical  community  have  done 
much  good  by  their  writings  and  prize  medals. 
That  they  are  actuated  by  a  noble  fpirit  what 
I  am  going  to  mention  will  prove.  They 
have  been  reproached  with  having  no  Xnfur- 
ance  offices  in  this  country.  So  long,  fay 
they,  as  the  chriftian  fpirit  of  benevolence  mall 
animate  the  people  of  our  country,  and  of  our 
towns,  fuch  inftitutions  are  unneceffary :  or, 
rather,  would  injure  this  fpirit. 

The  anfwer  is  truly  charadteriftic  of  the 
Swifs,  in  general.  If  fire,  inundation,  dearth, 
or  any  other  misfortune  of  the  kind,  befall 
individuals  or  whole  communities,  aid  pours 
'in  from  every  quarter.  At  Kufhacht,  in  the 
canton  of  Zurich,  about  twelve  years  ago,  a 
rivulet  overflowed,  fwept  away  eight-and- 
twenty  houfes,  and  fixty-three  people :  and 
not  only  did  their  neighbours,  but  people  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  canton,  generoully  come 

to 
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to  their  aid.  A  few  years  ago,  many  families 
in  the  Pays  de  Vaud  were  in  diftrefs,  from  an 
accidental  dearth  ;  and  fo  much  money  was 
fent  to  the  clergy,  from  all  parts,  to  be  diftri- 
buted,  that  they  wrere  obliged  to  require  nd 
more  might  be  fent. 

It  is  particularly  to  the  honour  of  Berne 
that,  from  the  times  of  their  enterprifing  war- 
like nobles,  they  have  ftill  retained  the  gene- 
rofity  of  their  anceftors ;  and,  for  centuries 
paft,  Berne  has  renounced  its  luft  of  conqueft. 
The  wars  waged  againft  her  counts  and 
neighbours  were  not  all  juftifiable :  and,  to 
ufe  a  mild  expreffion,  the  conqueft  of  the 
Pays  de  Vaud  was  at  leaft  of  doubtful  mora- 
lity. But  they  now  no  longer  indulge  plans 
of  aggrandifement.  All  Switzerland  loves 
the  government  of  Berne  :  particularly  the  little 
democratic  cantons.  It  is  honoured  by  them 
all,  as  a  peace-loving,  noble,  generous,  mem- 
ber of  the  confederacy.  It  is  delightful  to 
hear  the  burgher  of  Berne  urge,  in  the  full 
warmth  and  re&itude  of  his  heart,  the  pa- 
Iriotifm  of  his  countrymen;  who  would  take 
advantage  of  no  neighbour,  and  ftill  lefs  in- 
dulge themfelves  in  fowing  the  feeds  of  dif- 

cord 
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cord  among  the  little  free  ftatcs  ;  but  are  much 
rather  attentive  to  fpread  and  maintain  bro- 
therly unity. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter,  without  en- 
deavouring to  imprefs  the  two  following  pro- 
pofitions ;  although  I  have  before  mentioned 
them. 

Lefs  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  forms, 
than  to  the  fpirit,  of  any  conftitution.  This 
fpirit  is  communicated  from  century  to  cen- 
tury, and  from  race  to  race ;  however  its 
forms  may  be  modified. 

A  wakeful  people,  who  love  freedom,  are 
free ;  if  they  have  but  arms  in  their  hands ; 
however  defencelefs  their  government  may 
be. 

To  conclude,  the  peace  andhappinefs  felt  by 
the  lower  orders,  under  the  ariftocratic  confu- 
tations of  Switzerland,  denote  not  only  the 
fpirit  of  the  government,  but,  likewife,  the 
noble  fpirit  of  the  people ;  who,  more  enligh- 
tened than  their  neighbours,  more  alert,  more 
animated,  than  other  country  people,  prove 
that  that  conftitution  mud  be  excellent,  where 
fecurity,  liberty,  and  property,  are  preferved. 

A  fingle,  but  well  founded,  objection  re- 
mains, againft  the  people  of  Berne :  the  great 

expence 
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expence  of  their  Iawfuits.  But  the  govern* 
merit  is  afliduoufly  a&ive,  in  its  endeavours  to 
cure  this  abufe. 


LETTER  XX. 

Berne,  22d  September  1791 

It  was  a  great  pleafure  to  me,yei- 
terday,  to  take  my  fon,  and  mew  him  the 
arfenal.  I  had  feen  it  on  my  firft  journey. 
It  is  important,  becaufe  of  its  terrific  ftores, 
and  new  arms ;  and  remarkable,  to  a  travel- 
ler, for  its  antient  Swifs  and  Burgundian  ar- 
mour. The  prodigious  two-handed  fwords, 
and  long  fpears,  are  dreadfully  cumbrous. 
We  wonder  at  the  uncommon  ftrength  of 
our  forefathers ;  who,  it  is  evident  from  the 
remaining  armour  and  jack  boots,  were  not 
larger  than  we  are.  The  farmers  in  general, 
in  the  canton  of  Berne,  as  well  as  in  the  three 
firft  cantons,  Schweitz,  Uri,  and  Unterwald, 
who  are  remarkably  handfome  men,  are  fre- 
quently 
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quently  too  large  for  this  armour :  yet,  muf- 
cular  and  ftrong  as  they  are,  I  fhould  fcarcely 
expert  them  to  wield  thefe  fwords,  or  bear 
thefe  fpears.  The  banners  of  Burgundy, 
which  they  fhewed  me,  and  the  ropes  in  which 
the  Swifs  were  to  be  bound,  are  preferved 
and  exhibited  in  a  truly  republican  fpirit. 

There  are  likewife  here  the  wooden  image 
of  William  Tell,  in  the  act  of  mooting  the 
apple  from  the  head  of  his  fon  ;  and  of  Ber- 
thold  the  fifth,  duke  of  Zahringen,  the  foun- 
der of  the  city.  The  building  is  a  bad  one, 
and  does  not  correfpond  to  the  greatnefs  of  its 
deftination. 

The  hofpitals  are  both  of  them  very  beau- 
tiful. One  is  called  the  Infelj  or  Ifland;  be- 
caufe  of  its  detached  fituation.  The  fick  of  all 
nations  are  here  carefully  nurfed,  and  drefTed, 
in  roomy  apartments ;  from  which  there  is  a 
full  profpect  of  the  great  chain  of  diftant  gla- 
ciers. 

Equally  remarkable  is  the  other  great  hof- 
pital ;  which  much  rather  refembles  the  pa- 
lace of  a  prince  than  the  abode  of  the  poor. 
Yet  not  the  leaft  convenience  is  facrificed  to 
magnificence,  which  is  fo  frequently  the  cafe 
in  monarchical  ftates.  The  front  gives  an  im- 
o  preffion 
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prefllon  of  greatnefs ;  which  impreflion  is 
much  increafed,  when  the  reader  feels  the 
full  meaning  of  the  infcription:  Chrijlo  in 
pauperibus :  To  Chrift  in  the  poor.  W e 
then  went  into  the  great  court,  included 
within  the  four  fides  of  this  ftru&ure.  The 
kitchen  garden  lies  between  the  hofpital  and 
the  town  ;  and  every  poffible  care  has  been 
taken,  that  the  free  air  mould  be  enjoyed,  as 
much  as  its  fituation,  which  is  in  the  town, 
would  permit.  The  court  is  a  verdant  lawn, 
planted  with  treeSj  and  numerous  flowers ; 
and  a  fountain  is  in  the  centre.  Fifty  per- 
fons,  fome  of  them  poor,  others  fick,  are 
here  fupported.  Befide  which,  others  are 
lodged  and  maintained  at  a  fmall  expence. 

There  is  likewife,  in  this  hofpital,  a  fepa- 
rate  part  for  poor  travellers.  In  the  evening, 
they  are  fupplied  with  bread,  wine,  and  a  bed. 
In  the  morning,  they  receive  a  breakfaft ; 
which  is  likewife  of  bread  and  wine  ;  and 
a  fmall  fupply  of  money.*  There  is  alfo,  near 
the  town,  a  very  large  and  handfome  recep- 
tacle for  the  lunatic,  the  venereal,  and  incu- 
rable. In  what  is  called  the  orphan- houfe, 
which  is  not  intended  for  orphans  only  but 
for  other  children  of  the  burghers,  forty 

boys, 
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toys,  for  the  fmall  annual  fum  of  thirty  rix 
dollars,  are  fed,  clothed,  and  inftructed  in 
the  chriftian  religion,  reading,  writing,  arith- 
metic, German,  French,  Latin,  Greek,  hiftory, 
geography,  mathematics,  finging,  and  draw- 
ing. ProfefTor  Ith,  a  meritorious  gentleman, 
has  planned  their  courfe  of  ftudy.  This 
houfe  like  wife  {lands  detached  ;  and  enjoys  a 
clear  air  and  a  free  profpecl:  of  the  meander- 
ings  of  the  Aar. 

There  is  a  peculiar  character,  of  humane 
and  friendly  benevolence,  difcoverable  in  all 
the  public  inftitutions  throughout  Switzer- 
land. Their  founders  have  not  endeavoured 
to  fupply  the  needful  alone,  but  the  invigo- 
rating ;  after  the  excellent  example  of  thofe 
'who,  with  the  nutritive  wheat,  permit  the 
growth  of  the  lovely  blue  flower  the  cryftal 
dews  of  which  emit  a  lively  odour. 

In  the  librarv,  to  which  a  new  hall  has  been 
added,  there  is  a  bronze  baflb-relievo,  dug  up 
at  Laufanne,  which  reprefents  a  prieft  pour- 
ing out  a  libation  between  the  horns  of  an  ox. 
Addifon  mentions  it,  in  his  Travels.  Here  is 
Jikewife  a  prodigious  piece  of  cryftal ;  perhaps 
the  largeft  in  Europe. 

The  cathedral  is  one  of  the  flneft  and  largeft 
Vol.  I.  R  I  have 
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I  have  feen:  thofe  of  Strafburg  and  Ulm  only 
can  be  compared  to  it.  Before  it  is  a  fpacious 
walk  of  trees,  on  a  bold  and  elevated  terrace  ; 
which  commands  a  profpe£t  of  the  whole 
town,  of  the  windings  of  the  Aar,  and  efpe- 
cially  of  the  great  chain  of  glaciers. 

I  and  fome  friends  went  to  the  top  of  the 
cathedral  ;  where  we  enjoyed  one  of  the  no- 
blefh  profpects  that  the  eye  of  man  can  em- 
brace. To  the  left,  I  faw  a  long  ftretch  of 
Mount  Jura,  extending  from  Bafle  to  the  lake 
of  Geneva ;  and,  to  the  right,  the  more  lofty 
glaciers,  with  their  inaccefliblefummits,  in  the 
following  order :  firft  the  Engelberg,  in  the 
canton  of  Unterwald  ;  and  then  the  chain  of 
the  glaciers  of  Berne ;  Schreckhorn,  Finfter- 
Alhorn,  Fifchhom,  both  the  Eiger,  the  Jung- 
frau,  Breithorn,  and  Grofshorn,  the  red  Zahne, 
the  Blumlialpe,and  the  Gemmi. 

The  money  for  building  this  cathedral, 
like  as  for  building  St.  Peter's  at  Rome,  was 
collected  through  all  Europe  ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe,  the  Pope  granted  his  indulgences. 

The  houfes  are  built  with  arcades ;  under 
which  are  mops.  Thefe  arcades  fhelter  the 
foot  paflcnger  from  rain  and  heat.  The  gra- 
naries are  well  built,  and  an  ornament  to  the 

town  ; 
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town  ;  arid  the  ufe  to  which  the  government 
£>uts  them  is  deferving  of  praife.  Corn  is  col- 
lected here  in  great  quantities ;  not,  as  in 
Geneva,  to  oblige  the  baker  td  purchafe  there, 
but  to  prevent  the  price  being  exceffiVe. 
Berne  has  often  furniflied  neighbouring  ftates 
with  corn  ;  and,  fome  few  years  Fince,  it  gene- 
roufly  affifted  Geneva,  to  its  owrl  lofs.  The 
fupplies  likewife  which  it  laft  year  granted  the 
Pays  de  V aud  incurred  a  lofs  of  half  a  million 
of  dollars. 

Not  to  rriention  the  politencfs  and  true  ur- 
banity with  which  ftrangers  are  here  received, 
I  cannot  fufficiently  praife  the  hearty  welcome 
with  which  perfons  whom  I  had  only  curfo- 
tily  feeri,  fixteen  years  ago,  remembered  me ; 
or  the  good  upon  good,  the  friendlhip  upon 
friendship,  which  they  bellowed. 

The  ait  here  is  fo  healthy  that  the  regifler 
for  centuries  proves,  that  one  man  in  three  at- 
tains the  age  of  feventy.  This  fanity  of  air 
is  afcribed  to  its  high  fituation,  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  glaciers,  and  the  curvings  of  the 
rapid  Aar.  On  an  average  comparifon  of  the 
tables  of  Sufsmilch*,  between  this  and  other 

*  I  fuppofe  this  to  be  the  name  of  an  author,  with  whom 
I  am  unacquainted.  T* 

R  2  places, 
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places,  the  advantage  in  favour  of  Berne  is  a* 
twenty-eight  to  twenty-four. 

We  left  Berne  in  the  morning ;  and  I  can-* 
not  conclude  this  letter  without  blaming, 
though  unwillingly,  a  very  bad  cuftom,  which, 
however  harmlefs  it  might  have  been  in  more 
iimple  ages,  is  certainly  pernicious  at  prefent. 

In  antient  times,  a  cuftom  was  introduced 
in  the  German  diftricts  of  the  canton  of  Berne, 
that  a  maiden,  having  once  received  the  holy 
facrament,  mould  every  Saturday  evening 
leave  her  chamber  door  open,  and  receive  a 
yqtrag  man  in  bed.  Improbable  as  it  may 
appear,  in  thofe  days  fuch  nightly  vifits  were 
feldom  attended  with  the  confequences  that 
might  well  have  been  expedted.  The  lover 
left  the  maiden  as  innocent  as  he  found  her  5 
and  continued  to  repeat  his  vifits.  This  was 
called  going  to  hilt;  or  to  kilp :  kilpcn^  or 
kitten^  is  a  phrafe  which  only  fignified  a  vifit 
after  fupper.  But  this  cuftom,  wmich  even 
then  was  improper,  for  it  could  not  but  fully 
the  innocence  of  the  heart,  is  now  become 
much  more  reprehenfible.  It  is  at  prefent 
very  difreputable  for  a  young  village  girl  to 
admit  of  a  fecond  lover,  before  me  has  dif- 
carded  the  firft  :  but  fhe  may  have  feveral 
c  lovers 
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iovers  in  a  fhort  time,  without  incurring  any 
blame  ;  although  fuch  v.ifits  are  no  longer  as 
harmlefs  as  they  formerly  were.  Should  fhe 
be  with  child,  the  feducer  muft  marry  her  : 
but  fhe  feldom  knows  who  the  father  is;  and 
therefore  fhe  is  at  liberty  to  choofe  which  of 
the  lovers  fhe  pleafes  as  the  father. 

So  rooted  is  the  prejudice  in  favour  of  this 
cuftom,  that  the  old  people  encourage  it ;  and 
a  chafte  young  woman,  among  the  village 
girls,  is  rarely  to  be  found.  They  make  faith- 
ful and  affectionate  wives  :  neither  do  they 
blufh  at  the  follies  committed  before  marriage  ; 
which  they  do  not  confider  as  follies,  and 
which  the  fobereft  matron  among  them  would 
not  punifh  as  fuch, 

I  can  conceive  how  difficult  it  muft  be  to 
extirpate  a  prejudice  from  a  country  where  it 
has  taken  fuch  deep  root :  but  fo  wife  a  go- 
vernment as  this  fhould  not  be  terrified  at  diffi- 
culties, when  the  ehaftity  of  women  and  the 
virtue  of  men  are  fo  intimately  concerned. 
A  cuftom  like  this  might  have  been  expe&ed 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  fouth  fea  iflands, 
rather  than  in  the  largeft  canton  in  Switzer- 
land :  a  country  which  is  fo  juftly  celebrated 
for  the  purity  of  its  manners.    How  blamable 

R  ,3 
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is  this  cuftom,  compared  to  that  of  the  favages 
of  North  America!    If  a  young  man  there; 
wifhes  to  efpoufe  a  maiden,  he  goes  by  night 
with  a  lighted  candle  into  her  hut,  and  places 
himfelf  by  her  bedfide.    Should  me  difap- 
prove  his  courtfhip,  (he  gives  a  fign  with  her 
hand  ;  and  he  retires  without  a  murmur.  If> 
on  the  contrary,  fhe  is  pleafed,  {he  rifes  half 
up  in  her  bed  ;  while  fweet  modefty  binds 
her  tongue  ;  and,  as  a  token  of  approbation, 
blows  out  the  light.     Well  might  the  antients 
celebrate  their  Penelope,  who,  when  her  father 
afked  her  whether  fhe  would  remain  with  him 
or  follow  her  hufband,  made  no  reply  ;  but, 
concealing  her  face  with  her  veil,  thereby 
declared  in  favour  of  UlylTes.    With  equal, 
delicacy  of  feeling,  the  American  virgin  gives 
the  young  favage  her  permiffion,  by  blowing 
out  the  light  before  fhe  takes  him  to  her 
arms, 


LET- 
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LETTER  XXL 

Laufanne,  27th  September  1791. 

We  departed  from  Berne  on  the 
23d,  and  arrived  here  yefterday  evening.  You 
will  perceive  we  continue  our  circuitous 
mode  of  travelling:  but  who  indeed  would 
wifh  to  travel  otherwife,  in  a  country  like 
this?  To  examine  it  as  it  deferves,  a  man 
muft  not  travel  port  ;  but  as  if  he  went  to  take 
a  walk  for  his  recreation.  . 

About  noon,  we  arrived  at  the  lake  of  Bieler ; 
which  is  thus  called  after  the  town  and  fmall 
republic  of  Biel,  that  is  fituated  on  the  eaft 
fhore.  It  is  four  leagues  in  length,  and  one 
in  breadth  ;  and  is  furrounded  by  the  canton 
of  Berne,  the  principality  of  Neufchatel,  and 
the  bifhopric  of  Bafle. 

This  lake  has  its  peculiar  beauties.  Among 
hills,  that  gently  rife  from  the  more,  are  mea- 
dows, pafture  land,  corn  fields,  vineyards,  and 
woods,  intermingled  with  unceafing  variety. 
Numerous  fmall  towns,  villages,  and  hamlets, 
prove  the  population  of  this  diftinguimed 
R  4  country, 
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country.  In  the  middle  of  the  lake,  the 
Peter's  ifland  rifes  ;  its  verdant  mores  crowned 
with  trees,  and,  on  the  weft,  gently  declin- 
ing with  hanging  vineyards. 

This  ifland  belongs  to  the  rich  hofpital  in 
Berne.  The  purveyor  of  the  hofpital  inha- 
bits the  houfe,  under  the  fhore,  in  which 
Jean  Jacques  Rouffeau,  for  a  fhort  time,  re- 
fided.  We  went  into  his  chamber;  everv 
corner  and  plank  of  which  are  fcribbled  over, 
by  travellers,  in  all  languages.  From  his  own 
narrative,  we  feelingly  perceive  that  this  extra- 
ordinary man,  after  fo  many  of  the  florins  of 
life,  fo  many  imaginary  and  fo  many  real  per- 
fections, here  found  that  calm  of  which 
his  ardent  foul  was  ftill  capable.  Let  it  not 
be  faid  that  he  did  not  actually  find  in  this 
place  that  profound  tranquillity,  that  fweet  for- 
getfulnefs  of  the  forrows  of  a  life  of  anguifh, 
and  thofe  gentle  dreams  many  of  which  were 
well  worthy  of  the  night-watching  fage  and 
his  folitary  lamp. 

Among  the  grand  beauties  of  this  ifland,  en- 
tangled as  we  often  were  by  ihe  thick  and  im- 
pervious bullies,  paffing  as  we  continually  did 
under  the  lofty  oak,  the  chefnut,  the  alh,  and 
the  dufky  fhades  of  various  fruit  trees  ;  the 

lake 
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Jake  now  entirely  loft,  and  now  as  fuddenly 
feen,  delighted  by  the  fenfations  which  fertile 
nature  every  where  infpired,  we  fometimes 
forgot  the  philofophic  hermit ;  but  we  as  often 
found  him  again.  Here,  faid  we,  did  the  pen- 
five  Jean  Jacques  ruminate.  On  this  fteep 
height,  and,  glowing  with  all  the  delightful 
fweets  of  confcious  rectitude,  he  contemplated 
the  clear  waters  of  the  lake.  Here  did  he 
calm  his  too  ardent  fenfibility,  by  viewing 
the  dewy  plants,  which  he  took  fo  much  plea- 
lure  to  collecl:.  Under  this  rock,  reclining  in 
a  boat,  he  touched  the  foft  flute.  Yonder  is 
the  diminutive  ifland,  which  he  peopled  with 
rabbits  :  that  fmall  fpot,  which,  comparatively, 
makes  the  mother  ifland  a  continent. 

We  took  our  meal  on  the  ifland.  Not  far 
from  the  houfe  is  a  round  pavilion,  in  which, 
during  the  vintage,  the  young  people  of  the 
neighbourhood  aflemble,  every  Sunday  in  the 
afternoon,  to  dance. 

As  we  left  the  ifland,  we  were  awakened  by 
the  recollection  of  what  muft  have  been  the 
fenfations  of  Rouffeau,  when  he  was  obliged 
to  leave  this  place  of  refuge  ;  to  which  he  had 
fo  earneftly  wifhed  it  were  his  good  fortune  to 
have  been  banifhed.  Poor  Jean  Jacques !  I 

acknow- 
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acknowledge  that  even  thou  hadft  thy  imper 
fedtions.  Often  am  I  obliged  to  recollect  thy 
miftaken  feelings,  the  ftrange  weaknefs  of  thy 
fingular  foul,  thy  unexampled  mixture  of 
pliant  confidence,  and  gloomy  mifanthropy, 
thy  meannefs,  and  thy  dignity  !  May  the  earth 
lie  light  upon  thee  ! 

We  took  boat,  touched  on  the  territories  of 
Neufchatel,  and  in  the  evening  came  to  Ar- 
lach ;  a  fmall  town  in  the  canton  of  Berne, 
lying  on  the  north  fide  of  the  lake  which 
bears  its  name. 

This  lake  is  nine  leagues  long,  and  two 
broad.  The  town,  which  is  exceedingly  well 
built,  contains  about  three  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants. The  council-houfe  is  a  noble  piece  of 
architecture  ;  and  the  hall,  in  which  the  lords 
of  the  council  affemble,  combines  republican 
dignity  with  modern  embellifhment.  This 
building  is  erected  with  money  left  by  a  rich 
burgher  of  Neufchatel,  whpfe  name  was  Pury, 
and  will  be  finifhed  in  the  prefent  year.  The 
town  has  a  poor-houfe,  and  a  hofpital.  The 
granary  is  capacious,  and  built  in  a  good  ftyle. 
Large  corn  magazines  are  found  in  every 
town  in  Switzerland  ;  which  is  fo  populous 
that  this  precaution  is  quite  neceffary,  The 
6  buildings^ 
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buildings,  appropriated  to  this  ufe,  every- 
where difcover  the  fimple  grandeur  of  archi- 
tecture. A  free  people  always  have  a  fine 
feeling  of  the  dignity  of  man  ;  whatever  is  de- 
dicated to  the  fervice  of  the  community,  bears 
the  great  and  facred  chara&er  of  its  defignar 
$ion. 

The  profped  toward  the  lake  is  delightful. 
Facing  the  town,  on  each  fide  of  the  fhore, 
the  craggy  mountains  of  the  canton  of  Frei- 
burg rife.  The  diftant  glaciers  of  Berne, 
which  I  remember  appeared  deceitfully  near,  - 
towering  as  it  were  at  my  feet,  were  now 
clouded* 

The  county  of  Vallangin  and  the  principa- 
lity of  Neufchatel,  united,  are  ten  leagues  in 
length,  and  five  in  their  greateft  breadth* 
They  are  fuppofed  to  contain  forty  thoufand 
inhabitants.  In  the  year  1707,  their  pace  of 
princes  became  extinct ;  and  the  inhabitants 
chofe  Frederic  the  firft,  King  of  Pruflia,  for 
their  prince  ;  as  heir  to  the  houfe  of  Chalons  ; 
after  having  firft  ftipulated  for  their  reciprocal 
rights.  In  default  of  male  heirs,  the  princi- 
pality defcends  to  the  female.  The  reprefen- 
Utive  of  the  king  fwore  to  leave  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  cuftoms,  written  and  unwritten, 

unmoleiied* 
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unmolefted.  The  reprefentatives  of  the  coun* 
try,  in  return,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

All  the  affairs  of  government  are  to  be  dif- 
cuffed  in  the  ftate.    The  king,  being  abfent, 
can  only  govern  through  the  intervention  of 
his  Jlaitkalter^  and  the  council.    By  the  ftate, 
and  by  the  laws  cf  the  conftitution,  alone,  can 
any  individual  citizen  be  judged.    The  king 
has  no  claims  over  the  country,  except  as 
prince  of  Neufchatel.    It  takes  no  part  in  his 
wars :  it  remained  firm  to  its  alliance  with 
France,  during  the  feven  years  war ;  and  the 
king  was  obliged  to  fuffer  the  two  companies 
of  Neufchatel,  that  were  in  the  French  fervice, 
to  fight  againlt  him. 

In  this  happy  land,  no  judge  dare  confine 
any  individual, who  has  not  undergone  a  previ- 
ous examination.     Pains  and  penalties  are 
limited,  by  laws  that  are  inviolable  ;  and,  when 
Inflicted,  are  mild.    The  only  privilege  of  the 
prince  is  that  of  mitigating  or  remitting  punifh- 
ment.    He  dares  not  impofe  new  taxes ;  and 
the  old  are  trifling.  Trade  is  entirely  free  :  the 
people  of  Neufchatel  pay  no  duties,  either  of 
export  or  import.    The  revenues  of  the  King 
are  farmed  ;  and  annually  produce  about  twen- 
ty-five thoufand  rix  dollars. 

This 
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This  little  country  has  great  difference  of 
climate.  The  fouth  part,  toward  the  lake.,, 
enjoys  a  very  mild  air.  Wine,  with  every 
kind  of  grain,  and  fruit,  are  produced  here,  as 
in  the  Pays  de  Vaud.  The  feafons  of  the 
north  on  the  contrary,  including  a  part  of 
Mount  Jura,  are  rude ;  and  the  lands  with 
difficulty  produce  oats  and  barley :  however, 
the  country  here  is  very  populous,  which  is 
owing  to  the  fkill  and  induftry  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. A  defcription,  which  was  given  us, 
by  profeffor  Ith,  of  the  people  of  thefe  moun- 
tains, and  of  their  great  natural  beauty,  in- 
duced us  to  make  a  fhort  journey  thither ; 
which  has  given  me  inexpreffible  pleafure. 

Having  firft  made  our  obfervations  on  Neuf- 
chatel,  we  fet  out  early  on  the  24th  for  this 
purpofe*  Near  the  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  we  met  with  fruitful  fields.  The 
lands  were  enriched  with  the  growing  wheat 
and  rye*  Our  afcent  was  gradual ;  and  corn 
fields  gradually  difappeared  ;  but  every  where 
the  beauty  and  ftrength  of  the  herbage,  and 
the  plants,  were  admirable.  We  frequently 
met  with  flowers,  which,  in  lower  fituations, 
bloom  in  the  fpring.  I  plucked  a  field  rofe, 
whofe  ftrong  and  frefh  odour  was  invigorat- 
ing ; 
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ing  ;  likethat  kind  of  aromatic  perfume,  wKicK 
is  only  to  be  met  with  in  high  lands*. 

The  road  was  fleep,  and  very  uneven, 
High  rockSj  fometimes  naked,  at  others  clad 
with  green  trees,  were  frequent  on  the  right. 
To  the  left,  in  valleys  of  fteep  defcent,  were 
noble  woods  of  beech  and  pine.  Between 
thefe  woods,  fpacious  openings  to  the  lake 
proffered  themfelves ;  through  Which  we  faw 
the  gentler  beauties  of  its  fhores.  The  green 
paftures  between  the  rocks  were  overgrown 
with  the  large  yellow  gentian  ;  the  tall  flowers 
of  which,  during  fummer,  give  great  beauty 
to  thefe  countries. 

After  travelling  three  leagues,  we  came  to 
the  top  of  a  hill ;  on  which  were  a  few  feat- 
tered  houfes.  This  refting  place  is  called  La- 
Tour.  While  our  horfes  were  baiting,  we  felt 
the  mountain  air  had  fharpened  our  appetites 
for  a  fecond  breakfaft ;  a  thing  unknown  to 

*  In  places  which  are  cold  becaufe  of  their  northern1 
latitude,  the  vegetation  is  feeble  :  but  it  is  not  the  fame 
with  places  that  are  cold  becaufe  of  their  elevation.  The 
high  Alps  have  a  fhorter  fummer,  and  a  more  fevere  win- 
ter, than  places  that  lie  between  fifty-fix  and  fifty-eight 
degrees  of  latitude  :  yet  their  vegetation  is  uncommonly 
vigorous* 

thos 
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the  Inhabitants  of  plains.  They  gave  us  ex- 
cellent butter  and  honey  ;  and  we  men  took  a 
ftrengthening  draught  of  the  Switzerland 
Kirfchwaffer  f ,  which  is  neither  inferior  in 
ftrength  nor  tafte  to  the  Dantzic  Goldwafler  J. 

We  again  joyoufly  fet  forward  on  our  jour* 
ney.  You  know  how  excellent  a  traveller 
Sophia  is :  few  women  would  be  able  to  make 
fuch  a  journey.  The  road  was  deep,  and 
rocky ;  and  we  frequently  turned  fuddenly 
upon  fearful  precipices,  that  lay  on  our  left. 
The  traveller  muft  depend  on  the  caution  of 
his  guide,  the  ftrength  of  his  fure  footed 
horfes,  and  the  goodnefs  of  his  carnage.  Add 
to  which,  to  enjoy  a  journey  like  this,  his  mind 
muft  be  undifturbed. 

Here  we  beheld  unufually  beautiful  pines, 
on  the  fides  of  the  mountain,  mixed  with  tall 
flender  beeches,  which  ftill  tower  covered 
with  a  frefh  fummer  green.  Between  their 
charming  foliage,  verdant  valleys  appeared,  on 
which  cattle  were  grazing  ;  and  large  paftures 
lay  among  the  rocks  to  our  right. 

After  we  had  paffed  La  Tour  about  three 
leagues,  we  came  to  a  place  where  the  road 

f  Cherry  Brandy.       J  Danfzic  Brandy. 

was 
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was  a  very  fteep  defcent ;  and  faw,  In  an 
vated  valley,  the  handfome  village  of  Locle, 
lying  below  and  before  us.  This  whole  diftrid, 
which  belongs  to  the  county  of  Vallengin, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century 
was  uninhabited.  It  is  called  after  its  chief 
village,  Locle,  is  about  two  leagues  and  a  half 
in  length,  and  one  in  breadth,  and  was  peo- 
pled by  wild  beafts ;  when  a  man,  named 
Droz  de  Corcelles,  who  came  from  the  fouth 
part  of  Neufchatel,  being  protected  by  two 
lords  of  Vallengin,  undertook,  with  his  four 
fons,  to  clear  and  cultivate  this  fpot  of  earth. 
Rocks,  precipices,  morafTes,  and  places  over- 
grown with  trees,  which,  during  eight  months 
in  the  year  were  under  the  rigorous  dominion 
of  winter,  had  no  terrors  for  him.  He  here 
eftablifhed  a  little  free  colony  ;  which  took 
its  origin  about  the  year  in  which  the  confede- 
rates obtained  their  liberty,  by  making  ofF 
the  yoke  of  the  Auftrian  Zivlngherm.  Such 
was  the  fpirit  of  freedom  which  breathed  over 
all  Helvetia  ;  and  to  this  fublime  fpirit  has  the 
high  valley  of  Locle  been  indebted,  for  its 
profperity,  during  five  hundred  years.  How 
does  a  man  learn  in  Switzerland  to  feel  the 
energy  of  Haller's  mufe^  where  he  fays, 

Da 
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Da  wo  die  Freiheit  wohnt,  wird  alle  miihe  minder, 
Diefelfen  felbfl;  bebliimt,  und  Boreas  gelinder*  ! 

In  thefe  rough  valleys,  you  find  a  village 
many  of  the  houfes  of  which  would  become 
a  town.  The  church  is  a  large  and  noble  edi- 
fice. Their  bells,  efteemed  the  beft  in  Swit- 
zerland, refound  through  the  whole  valley; 
and  call  a  free,  virtuous,  and  happy  people, 
who  to  the  pleafure  of  the  paftoral  life  add  an 
intelligent  and  a&ive  induftry,  to  give  thanks 
in  the  temple  of  their  Holy  Father. 

The  pavement  and  the  fountains  denote  the 
fpirit  of  a  free  community  ;  which  confults  the 
convenience  and  benefit  of  its  citizens.  There 
is  a  large  weekly  market  here.  We  arrived 
on  the  Saturday  ;  and  the  kind  looking  mar- 
ket people  fwarmed,  through  the  clean  ftreets 
of  the  village,  like  a  nefl:  of  ants.  Places,  that 
were  formerly  the  dens  of  wolves  and  bears, 
are  now  the  abode  of  mechanical  knowledge, 
and  enlightened  induftry.  The  father  and 
fon,  whofe  name  is  Droz,  whofe  fcientific 
automatons  are  celebrated  throughout  Europe, 
and  who  are  the  defendants  of  the  founder 

*  Where  Freedom  dwells,  fhe  every  care  beguiles  ! 
The  rocks  are  fruitful,  and  the  winter  fmiles  !  T, 

Vol.  I.  S  of 
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of  this  coni munity,  are  now  living.  Mills- 
have  here  been  built  in  deep  pits,  which  are 
driven  by  fubterranean  ftreams. 

Watchmakers,  race  weavers,  goldfmiths,  cut- 
lers, workers  in  enamel,  iron,  and  fteeL,  peo- 
ple thefe  di ftricls.  A  country  life,  and  the 
mountain  air,  here  keep  men  like  thefe  healthy 
and  robult;  who,  from  their  fedentary  em- 
ployment, in  towns,  are  fo  frequently  weak, 
and  effeminate. 

As  the  weather  was  gloomy,  and  as  we 
learnt  that  we  were  ftill  two  good  leagues 
diftant  from  the  waterfall  of  Doux,  the  day 
too  being  on  the  decline,  we  determined  to 
delay  our  excurfion  till  the  morrow  ;  hoping 
for  better  weather,  and  putting  our  truft  in 
the  peculiar  character  of  this  fine  year.  We 
went  however  to  Chaux  de  Fond  ;  which  is 
a  league  and  a  half  from  Locle,  and  nearly  on 
the  fame  level. 

This  valley  is  two  leagues  long,  is  divided 
into  eleven  parts,  and,  exclufive  of  the  vil- 
lages, is  every  where  fcattered  over  with 
houfes.  Here,  under  the  wing  of  freedom, 
inhabit  induftry,  order,  art,  and  profperity. 
Here,  the  inhabitants  are  maintained  by  their 
manufactures,  and  the  excellence   of  their 

pail  ti  res.. 
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paftures.  The  number  of  thefe  inhabitants 
is  about  three  thoufand ;  four  hundred  of 
whom  are  watchmakers.  Each  part  of  the 
watch  is  made  by  its  particular  workman. 
This  increafes  the  accuracy  of  the  work,  and 
the  dexterity  of  the  artift,  and  lowers  the  price 
of  the  watch.  We  went  to  one  of  the  princi- 
pal manufactories  ;  where  they  mewed  us 
watches  of  great  beauty,  and  inftruments  that 
fhew  the  courfe  of  the  fun  ;  which  confe- 
quently  mult  be  adjufled  according  to  the  lati- 
tude. From  ten  to  fixteen  thoufand  watches 
and  many  clocks  are  annually  made  here. 

Sixteen  hundred  women  are  fuppofed  to  be 
employed  in  the  lace  manufactory  ;  and  in 
this  valley,  as  well  as  in  that  of  Locle,  new 
mechanical  inftruments  are  often  invented. 
Many  Germans  are  to  be  met  with  here. 
It  has  likewife  four  large  mills,  the  wheels  of 
which  are  worked  under  ground.  We  were 
told  that  one  of  thefe  wheels  puts  eight  faws 
in  motion. 

The  fale  of  their  cattle  in  part  fupplies  their 
deficiency  of  corn;  and  the  labours  of  their 
mechanics  enrich  the  whole  land. 

In  Switzerland,  Nature  is  a  fruitful,  healthy, 
and  loving,  mother.  Ever  pregnant,  {he 
S  2  fcarcely 
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fcarcely  has  time  to  give  her  children  the 
breaft.  Kappy  children,  that  imbibe  freedom 
with  their  mother's  milk !  Benevolent  nurfe, 
that  prefTes  them  to  her  foft  glowing  bofom  ! 
Rocks,  mountains,  and  barren  places,,  profper 
and  imile  on  thefe  her  paftoral  fons. 

We  returned  to  Locle  early  on  the  25th, 
and  met  our  hoft  again  with  pleafure.  The 
man  is  eighty- three  ;  his  wife  feventy-feven* 
They  have  been  fixty  years  married.  The 
worthy  old  Baucis  informed  me,  with  heartfelt 
delight,  that  they  were  the  parent  flock  of 
feventy-feven  living  defcendants. 

The  good  people  had  procured  a  char  a  banc 
for  us,  to  vifit  the  fall  of  the  Doux.  We  afeend- 
ed  and  defcended  two  very  fteep  heights.  It  is 
in  vain  to  be  afraid,  among  mort  turnings  like 
thofe  we  paffed;  where  the  road  often  difap- 
pears,  and  a  precipice  only  is  feen.  The  guide 
ran  befide  us  ;  and  frequently,  in  narrow  roads, 
prefled  as  it  were  between  the  cliff  and  the 
carriage,  he  leapt  like  a  wild  goat  from  rock  to 
rock.  The  way  is  wonderfully  pleafant. 
Rocks,  covered  with  fhrubs  and  trees,  fome 
low  and  flrong,  others  tall  and  (lender,  pro- 
fpe&s  that  open  and  fhut  upon  the  verdant 
valleys,  and  at  length  a  downward  glimpfe 

of 
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-of  the  fmall  Doux,  which  feparates  Neufchatel 
from  Franche  Comte,  running  over  a  rocky 
bted  to  the  lake,  which  from  a  French  village  is 
called  Lac  de  Mouron  ;  all  thefe  obj eels  delight 
the  eye,  in  an  indefcribahle  manner,  and  make 
the  heart  overflow  with  pleafure. 

A  fudden  defcent  into  the  valley  brought 
us  to  the  little  village  of  Brenets.  Here  again 
we  found  watchmakers  and  mechanics.  We 
alighted  from  our  carriage,  and  took  boat  on 
the  Doux  ;  which  here  becomes  broader  ;  and, 
in  a  few  minutes,  we  found  ouriclves  in  that 
deep  rocky  gulph  which  is  called  the  lake  of 
Mouron.  This  lake,  which  frequently  winds 
between  fteep  cliffs,  is  fo  fmall  that  it  might 
eafily  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  Doux  ;  did  not  its 
depth  denote  its  native  fources.  Its  craggy 
fhores  and  naked  cliffs  fometimes  rife,  in  fan- 
taftic  forms,  to  the  clouds  ;  and  fometimes  are 
covered  with  the  dark  pine.  At  others,  their 
afcent  is  more  gradual.:  while  the  friendly 
beech  and  the  clear  green  am,  in  all  the  vigour 
of  vegetation,  grow  wild,  and  rife  in  ftories 
one  above  the  other. 

It  was  a  charming  day  ;  and  the  dark  blue 
of  the  heavens,  the  upright  canopy  only  of 
which  we  could  fee,  was  contrafted  with  the 
S  3  variegated 


262 


TRAVELS  OF 


variegated  verdure  of  the  trees,  and  the  daz- 
zling walls  of  rock.  A  deep  filence  reigns 
here :  except  interrupted  by  the  bleat  of  a 
ftray  goat,  or  the  flight  of  the  eagle. 

Large  eagles  hovered  over  our  heads,  at  an 
immcafurable  height ;  and  only  once  feemed 
difturhed,  when  our  boatmen  awakened  num- 
bering echo  with  firing  their  guns.  The  wa- 
ters of  the  lake  have  wafhed  deep  canals  in  the 
rock ;  cavities  that  are  really  wonderful,  nay 
incredible;  being  certainly  from  twenty  to 
thirty  ells  in  height,  and  fhewing  what  was 
formerly  the  height  of  the  lake.  In  antient 
times,  far  indeed  beyond  the  knowledge  of  the 
hiftory  of  this  country,  the  whole  valley  muft 
have  been  a  deep  lake.  Thefe  outlets  increafe 
the  phantom-like  appearance  of  the  rocks ; 
where  all  that  is  ftrange  and  admirable  feems 
combined !  where  every  beauty  flourifhes, 
and  where  the  horrible  crags  and  caverns  are 
hung  with  flowers  and  innumerable  ihrubbery  ! 
Among  the  final  1  cliffs,  beautiful  trees  take 
root ;  and  on  the  top  of  one  of  the  higheft  a 
tall  pine  grows,  the  bed  of  which,  according 
to  all  appearance,  is  the  bare  flone. 

We  came  at  laft  to  the  end  of  the  lake  ; 
and  faw  the  dry  bed  of  the  river,  which  in 

fummer 
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iumtner  has  no  vifibic  courfe,  but  conceals 
itfelf  under  ground.  We  landed  on  the  Neuf- 
chatel  fhore,  and  faw  three  French  excife 
officers  coming  up  to  us;  againft  whofe  im- 
petition  we  were  warned  by  our  boatman.' 
They  had  lately,  under  fome  frivolous  pretext, 
detained  a  traveller  aim  oft  a  whole  day.  W  e 
gave  our  pocket-books  and  money  into  the 
pofleffion  of  one  of  our  guides,  that  we* 
might  not  fatisfy  the  curiolity  of  thefe  French- 
men, nor  be  obliged,  as  fome  travellers  have 
been,  to  exchange  our  louis  d'ors  for  affignats 
at  forty  per  cent,  difcount.  We  continued' 
our  way  with  a  determined  air,  which  bor- 
dered on  defiance,  along  the  dry  bed  of  the 
river.  They  let  us  pais  peaceably,  although 
they  had  evidently  come  to  examine  us  :  but 
either  our  manner  fettered  their  activity,  or 
hey  did  not  hope  to  find  much  booty  on  peo- 
ple who  had  emptied  their  pockets  in  their 
very  prefence. 

After  a  few  hundred  paces,"  we  came  to  a 
rocky  height ;  where  we  again  law  the  Doux, 
•on  the  other  fide  of  a  deep  but  narrow  valley, 
rife  out  of  the  earth  that  had  drunk  in  its  wa- 
ters ;  and  in  about  thirty  yards,  exactly  op- 
pofite  to  us,  it  fell  perhaps  eighty  feet,  im- 
petuoufly,  over  rocks,  into  the  valley. 

S  4  The 
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The  third  part  of  its  bed  was  not  filled. 

At  other  feafons  of  the  year,  or  in  a  lefs  dry 
fummer,  the  force  of  the  cafcade  mull  be 
much  greater:  but,  even  then,  I  have  no  con- 
ception of  the  manner  in  which  the  earth  im- 
bibes its  waters,  or  how  they  efcape  after  their 
fubterraneous  paflag.e. 

We  again  took  boat,  again  with  pleafure 
contemplated  our  lake  and  its  rocks,  and  Mop- 
ped to  view  a  large  rent,  which  divided  a 
rock  from  the  bottom  to  the  top,  and  formed 
a  deep  cavity.  We  penetrated  about  fifty 
paces  into  this  cavern ;  and  mould  have  pro- 
ceeded farther  in  the  dark  hole,  if  our  boat- 
man had  not  forgotten  to  bring  a  light.  A 
man  muft  be  utterly  void  of  imagination,  who 
fhould  not,  for  a  moment,  fuppofe  himfelf 
an  inhabitant  of  this  rocky  gulph.  His 
fancy  will  place  him  with  a  death's  head, 
feated,  like  a  repenting  hermit ;  or  he  will 
think  it  the  refuge  either  of  a  hunter,  a  herdf- 
man,  or  a  pair  of  lovers ;  who  here,  in  inno- 
cence, affection,  and  freedom,  live  on  the  fifh 
of  the  lake,  the  wild  berries  of  the  rock,  and 
the  milk  of  the  (kipping  goat. 

I  own,  I  left  this  place  with  a  kind  of  re- 
gret :  with  a  fulnefs  of  heart. 

We  again  took  boat  for  Brenets,  and  were 

then 
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then  carried  in  our  char  a  banc  to  Locle. 
There  we  dined  5  hearing  the  ringing  of 
the  bells,  which  fummoned  the  people  to  after- 
noon fervice. 

After  dinner,  we  continued  our  journey 
back  to  La  Tour.  We  now  viewed  the  beau- 
tiful valley  by  funfhine  j  which,  the  day  before, 
was  lefs  charming,  becaufe  the  weather  was 
bad.  It  was  crowded  with  people,  in  their 
Sunday  attire,  who  were  feen  walking  and 
familiarly  playing  with  their  cattle.  You 
know  how  fond  the  people  of  our  country 
are  of  animals :  but  this  fondnefs  is  nothing, 
when  compared  to  the  kind  intercourfe  that 
fubfifts  between  them  and  their  owners  iri 
Switzerland.  In  mountainous  diftricts,  tillage 
is  not  the  daily  care  of  the  peafant.  His 
wealth  is  in  his  herd.  At  one  appointed  time, 
he  drives  his  cattle  to  the  Alps ;  and,  at  ano- 
ther, he  brings  them  back.  Neverthelefs, 
the  people  of  thefe  valleys  have  a  remarkable 
fondnefs  for  animals.  We  faw  men,  women, 
and  children,  careffing  the  cows ;  and  I  never 
fiiall  forget  feeing  a  well  looking  man,  with  a 
woollen  cap  on  his  head,  who  flood  his  arms 
croffed  and  fatisfa&ion  in  his  countenance, 
with  his  whole  foul  intent  upon  his  large  well 
fed  fpotted  cow,  that  had  a  handfome  metal 

bell 
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bell  hung  round  her  neck,  and  the  tinklin 
of  which,  at  every  ftep  me  made,  delighte 
his  ear.    He  took  no  notice  of  our  carriage 
as  it  rolled  along.    His  eyes  and  ears  were 
alike  engroffed  by  his  cow. 

It  was  late  when  we  reached  La  Tour;  and 
happy  was  it  for  us  that  we  there  found  a 
man  that  knew  the  country :  for  we  neither 
wimed  to  return  by  Neufchatel,  nor  could  we 
have  arrived  there  before  night.    W e  were 
therefore  obliged  to  forfake  the  high  road,  an 
proceed  along  a  fteep  narrow  road  acrofs  th 
country,  which  brought  us  into  places  tha 
were  wholly  unknown  to  the  guide  that  cam 
with  us  from  Berne.    We  occafionally  pafle 
fteep  rocks  ;  and,  had  it  not  been  for  our  ne 
guide,  we  mult  have  fpent  the  night  in  th 
open  air. 

Soon  after  we  had  ftruck  into  the  bye  road, 
we  fuddenly  perceived  a  great  alteration  in  the 
climate.  On  the  mountains,  and  high  plains, 
the  air  had  been  very  fharp  ;  and,  wherever 
the  wind  blew  through  the  openings  in  the 
mountains,  we  found  the  cold  as  great  as  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  November: 
but  here  we  again  met  with  fruit  trees,  and 
the  air  was  not  fo  rude. 

At  twilight,  we  arrived  at  the  little  town  of 

Boudry  ; 
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Boudry ;  which  belongs  to  Neufchatel :  and 
early  yefterday  we  purfued  our  road,  and  pre- 
fently  came  to  the  lake  of  Neufchatel.  We 
travelled  by  its  fide,  with  its  frothy  waves 
driven  by  the  wind  on  our  left,  and  the  long 
promontory  of  the  woody  Jura  on  our  right, 
and  arrived  in  the  forenoon  at  Yverdon. 

A  league  before  we  came  to  Yverdon,  we 
pafled  through  Grandfon.  This  town,  and  its 
bailiwick  of  the  fame  name,  belong  in  com- 
mon to  Berne  and  Freiburg.  In  the  year 
1476,  the  town  was  taken  by  Charles  the  Bold, 
Duke  of  Burgundy;  who,  contrary  to  his 
pledged  faith,  hanged  a  part  of  the  garrilbn 
and  drowned  the  reft.  But  foon  afterward, 
on  the  third  of  March,  in  the  very  fame 
year,  and  place,  he  was  defeated  by  the  Swifs.- 
He  loft  his  camp,  his  baggage,  and  his  artillery. 
This  battle  was  the  harbinger  of  the  great 
victory  at  Murten,  by  which  he  was  hum- 
bled; and  of  the  battle  of  Nancy,  where  the 
reftlefs  warrior  loft  his  life. 

Yverdon  is  among  the  oldeft  towns  in  Swit- 
zerland. It  is  one  of  the  four  towns  of  the 
Pays  de  Vaud  which  are  called  Les  qitatres 
bonnes  villes  %  :  thefe  are  Moudon,  Yverdon, 
Merges,  and  Nyon.  They  have  confiderable 
*  The  four  good  towns* 

municipal 
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municipal  rights,  with  a  little  and  a  great 
council ;  confifting  of  thirty-fix  perfons,  the 
prefident  of  whom  is  a  banneret. 

There  is  an  old  caftle,  in  Yverdon,  with 
four  towers,  which  was  built  in  the  twelfth 
century  by  Conrad,  Duke  of  Zahringen.  In 
this  town,  there  is  a  fociety,  that  colle&s  vo- 
luntary alms  for  all  the  poor ;  to  prevent  beg- 
ging, and  keep  the  country  free  from  the  dirt, 
difbrder,  and  immorality,  of  mendicants. 

The  town  is  built  at  the  fouth  end  of  the 
lake  of  Neufchatel,  in  a  charming  fituation. 
It  has  beautiful  alleys  of  the  chefnut,  the  lin- 
den, and  the  Italian  poplar.  It  grieved  me  to 
fee  the  trees,  of  one  of  the  large  linden  walks, 
with  their  branches  lopped,  and  their  bark 
peeled  all  round  ;  which  mewed  they  were 
doomed  to  the  axe.  Here,  as  in  other  places, 
the  large  trees  which  were  planted  by  our 
great  great  grandfathers  are  hewn  down,  and 
replaced  by  the  Italian  poplar.  It  is  pleaded, 
in  excufe,  that  the  trees  grew  old,  and  were  in 
part  decayed.  It  may  be  fo  ;  but,  in  my  opi- 
nion, thofe  who  fell  the  large  linden  to  plant 
the  ftripling  poplar  would  be  very  worthy  of 
inhabiting  the  city  of  Abdera  *» 

In 

*  Abdera  was  an  antient  maritime  town  of  Thrace ; 

i  the 
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In  the  afternoon,  we  continued  our  jour- 
ney, through  very  fertile  regions.  Two 
leagues  from  Laufanne,  we  met  with  a  marble 
obelifk,  erected  in  a  village,  on  the  four  fides 
of  which  was  the  following  infcription,  in 
the  Latin,  German,  French,  and  Englifh  lan- 
guages : 

PRAISE  THE  LORD,  ALL  YE  PEOPLE! 

We  arrived  here  yefterday  evening,  about 
dufk;  too  late  to  enjoy  the  beautiful  pro- 
fpe&s  of  the  lake. 


LETTER  XXIL 


Laufanne,  30th  September  1791* 

ThE  day  before  yefterday,  in  the' 
morning,  we  went  down  to  the  lake,  and  took 
boat,  intending  to  make  a  two  days  voyage,  to 
Vevay  and  the  Savoy  fhore.    We  firft  how- 

the  inhabitants  of  which  were  fubje&  to  a  kind  of  ftupid 
phrenfy.  T. 

ever 
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ever  proceeded  to  Melllerie,  in  Savoy.  The 
day  was  clear,  and  increafed  the  charms  of  the 
lake  ;  the  waters  of  which,  in  foft  meanders, 
were  loft  behind  the  hills,  while  to  the  left  we 
faw  their  full  extent ;  and,  beyond  them,  the 
mountains  of  Valais,  with  their  towering 
forked  cliffs :  among  which  we  diftinguifhed 
that  which  is  called  La  dent  de  lament* \  Im- 
mediately before  us  were  the  wood-decked  hills 
of  Savoy,  and  the  far-famed  rocks  of  Meil- 
lerie. 

This  little  village  lies  prefled,  as  it  were, 
between  the  waters  of  the  lake  and  the  rifing 
mountain.    The  rocks,  which  are  a  part  of 
the  mountain,  are  perpendicular  to  the  lake ; 
and  leave  but  a  fmall  fpace  between  the  cliff 
and  the  edge  of  the  lake.    As  foon  as  we 
landed,  we  took  a  guide,  to  conduft  us  over  the 
mountains.   The  road  is  often  fteep ;  and  on 
the  edge  of  deep  precipices.    The  nether  and 
middle  region  of  the  mountain  are  covered 
with  walnut,  and  more  efpecially  with  chefnut, 
trees  ;  and  above  thefe  grow  the  young  beech, 
the  fervice  tree,  and  other  quick  wood.  We 
did  not  reach  the  fummit  of  the  mountain. 


*  Sorrow's  tooth. 


Sophia 
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Sophia  and  Erneft  remained  on  a  charming 
verdant  fpot ;  where  they  had  a  full  profpecr. 
of  the  lake,  and  an  amphitheatre  formed  by  the 
mountains  of  Valais.  The  reft  of  us  took  a 
truly  goat-hunter's  track  ;  where  one  falfe  ftep 
would  have  hurled  us  headlong  into  the  gulph 
below.  Generally,  however,  we  could  catch  at 
the  young  trees  ;  or  ftay  ourfelves  by  the  jut- 
ting rocks. 

By  thefe  means,  we  arrived  among  thofe 
rocks  which  Rouffeau  very  properly  chofe  as 
the  retreat  of  a  lover.  We  flood  oppofite 
to  the  celebrated  Vevay,  upon  the  glittering 
ftone  on  which  St.  Preux  infcribed  his  Julia's 
name  ;  and  lay  down  on  a  large  bed  of  rock, 
from  which,  immediately  under  us,  in  the 
middle  of  the  lake,  we  could  fee  the  promon- 
tories reflected  in  its  tranfparent  blue  green 
waters.  Thick  fhrubs  and  bufhes  were  above 
our  heads  ;  and  round  us  a  folemn  filence 
reigned,  except  that  fuddenly,  now  and  then? 
a  ftone,  hewn  from  fome  quarry,  fell  thun- 
dering; or  we  were  alarmed  by  the  loud 
defcent  of  the  pine  tree,  which,  after  being 
felled,  is  caft  from  the  top  of  the  mountain 
to  be  (hipped  upon  the  lake. 

The  beauty  of  the  profpect,  over  the  water, 
1  to 
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to  the  populous  banks  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud, 
and  to  the  high  promontories  of  the  Valais,  be- 
yond which  the  glaciers  reared  their  heads, 
delighted  and  filled  the  mind :  which  finking 
into  thoughtfulnefs  felt  happy  at  being  awak- 
ened from  contemplation  by  the  various  land- 
fcape ;  and,  with  pleafing  dread,  willingly 
reflected  on  the  fearful  folitarinefs  of  thefe 
abodes  ;  where  no  eye  fees,  no  voice  is  heard, 
and  no  footftep  approaches. 

We  unwillingly  tore  ourfelves  from  this 
place,  again  clambered  among  the  cliffs,  and 
returned  with  Sophia  and  Erne  ft  to  Meillerie. 
On  our  way  we  faw  and  heard  the  pine  trees 
hewn,  peeled,  and  rolled  down.  The  (tripped 
trunks  are  laid  on  the  fteepeft  declivities ; 
from  which  they  glide  down,  with  fuch  incre- 
dible impetuofity  and  rapidity  that  the  guides 
always  entreat  their  followers  to  be  quick, 
in  paffing  thefe  tracks,  left  the  yet  unfeen  and 
unheard  trunks  fhould  inftantly  fweep  them 
away,  or  crufh  them  to  atoms.  Some  of  thefe 
fteeps  are  fo  prodigious  that  a  flone,  fet  in 
motion,  is  a  long  while  heard  to  roll,  from 
rock  to  rock,  before  it  reaches  the  valley. 

We  fpent  the  mid-day  at  Meillerie,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  have  neither  corn  fields 

nor 
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nor  vineyards.  Before  and  over  their  houfes 
are  numerous  tall  poles,  loaded  with  grapes 
as  excellent  as  thofe  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud : 
but  they  are  not  in  fufficient  quantities  for  the 
making  of  wine,  and  are  therefore  eaten. 
Few  of  the  inhabitants  are  wealthy  enough  to 
keep  a  cow :  they  chiefly  live  on  the  pro- 
duce of  their  walnut  trees,  the  oil  of  which  is 
expreffed  from  the  nut ;  and  on  their  chefnuts, 
which  they  barter  for  corn.  Their  principal 
food  is  chefnuts,  fifh,  and  potatoes. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  took  boat  to  Vevay. 
The  fun  fet  behind  the  more  of  the  lake, 
gilding  the  rocks  with  deep  red  and  dark 
purple,  and  the  glaciers  with  a  vivid  rofe  co- 
lour, which  continued  exceedingly  bright 
when  we  landed  at  the  very  duik  of  the  even- 
ing at  Vevay. 

Vevay  is  an  old  town.  In  the  Itinerary  of 
the  Emperor  Antonine,  it  is  mentioned  by 
the  name  of  Vivifcum.  In  the  German  lan- 
guage, it  is  ftill  called  Vivis.  It  is  the  next 
town  in  rank,  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  to  Lau- 
fanne ;  and  is  even  more  pleafant  than  the 
latter,  by  its  fituation  and  the  mildnefs  of  its 
climate.  Like  the  other  towns  of  the  Pays  de 
Vaud,  it  has  its  great  and  little  council ;  with 

Vol.  I.  T  many 
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many  privileges.  It  contains  one  church, 
which  is  very  handfome.  Its  high  fquare  tower 
is  feen  at  a  great  diftance.  The  town  is  hand-* 
fomely  built,  and  inhabited  by  wealthy  citi- 
zens. About  the  diftance  of  a  cannon  fhot  to 
the  eaft,  another  little  town  is  built ;  called 
La  Tour  de  Peyl\  which  appears  to  make  but 
one  with  V«vay. 

Yefterday  morning,  we  afeended  the  fine 
tower  of  the  church  of  Vevay.  A  part  of  the 
hills  were  covered  with  clouds  ;  and  the  valley, 
through  which  the  Rhone  runs  into  the  lake, 
was  lb  cloudy  that  it  appeared  to  be  a  fecond 
lake,  which  was  divided  from  the  true  lake 
by  a  dam,  and  which  communicated  with  it 
by  a  fmall  opening  which  opening  was  the 
Rhone.  Of  this  river,  as  of  all  thofe  that 
flow  through  lakes,  the  fable  of  the  fifhermen 
is,  and  which  fable  they  believe,  that  its  wa- 
ters do  not  mix  with  the  waters  of  the  lake. 

Vevay  is  furrounded  with  vineyard  hills  \ 
and  the  wine  is  in  great  eftimation.  Mild 
however  as  the  climate  is,  it  is  fubjecT:  to  very 
quick  changes.  On  my  firft  journey,  I  remem-* 
ber  that  I  came  here  on  the  day  when  the 
vintage  ended  :  it  was  the  thirtieth  of  Octo- 
ber, and  late  in  the  evening,  and  I  then  ate 

white 
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white  figs  and  the  grapes  that  had  been  lad 
gathered.  The  evening  was  very  mild  ;  but 
the  following  night  the  froft  was  fo  ftrong 
that  ice  was  to  be  feen,  the  next  day,  long 
after  fun-rife. 

Having  left  the  tower,  we  took  boat,  to 
pafs  over  to  the  coafts  of  Savoy.  We  once 
more,  in  our  paffage,  faw  the  rocks  of  Meil- 
lerie ;  and  we  men,  with  Erneft,  landed  two 
leagues  from  Evian,  and  proceeded  on  foot 
along  a  high  path  befide  the  lake,  through  a 
continual  wood  of  genuine  chefnut  and  fome 
few  nut  trees.  In  Lower  Germany,  the  legi- 
timate chefnut  tree  never  attains  any  large 
fize ;  and  the  fruit  feldom  ripens ;  but  here, 
and  indeed  in  mod  parts  in  Switzerland,  par- 
ticularly the  fouthern  confines,  the  Italian  dif- 
ftri&s,  and  the  Grifons,  the  fruit  of  the  chef- 
nut tree  frequently  fupplies  the  place  of  corn  ; 
and  the  growth  of  the  trees  is  equal  in  height 
to  the  beech  of  Holftein,  and  in  ftrength  to 
the  oak  of  Weftphalia.  I  know  no  tree  which 
I  think  preferable. 

The  country  people  were  very  bufy  in  ga- 
thering their  walnuts.  In  my  firft  journey,  I 
had  frequent  opportunities  of  affociating  with 
the  Savoyards,  They  are  a  cheerful,  kind- 
T  a  hearted 
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hearted  people ;  who  bitterly  experience  the 
oppreffions  of  government ;  for  they  live  and 
fuffer  in  a  very  fertile  country,  while  they 
behold  their  neighbours,  in  lands  not  fo  fruit- 
ful, profperous,  and  fignalized  by  the  felf- 
evident  bleffings  of  freedom. 

Evian  is  a  little  town,  in  which  there  are 
a  few  good  houfes :  but  the  greater  part  are 
the  very  reverfe.  It  was  the  euftom  for  the 
royal  princes  to  come  every  year  and  remain 
here,  for  fome  months,  to  drink  the  waters  of 
the  fprings;  which  rife  about  a  league  above 
the  town  :  but,  for  the  three  laft  years,  they 
have  been  abfent.  The  inn,  which  our  boat- 
men praifed  as  the  beft  in  the  place,  was 
wretched :  efpecially  by  its  total  want  of  clean- 
linefs;  which  is  common  in  Savoy,  and  which 
is  the  more  confpicuous  by  being  contrafted 
with  the  charming  neatnefs  of  the  Swifs. 

The  fine  weather,  which  has  been  fo  true 
to  us  through  our  whole  journey,  afforded  us 
a  favourable  but  a  feeble  wind  back  to  Lau- 
fanne.  The  fmiling  banks  of  the  Pays  de 
Vaud  are  juftly  celebrated ;  and  yet  I  muft 
own  I  far  prefer  the  lofty  mores  of  Savoy,  with 
their  rocks  and  forefts  of  chefnut. 

Laufanne  ivs  the  largeft  town  of  the  Pays  de 

Vaud, 
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Vaud,  and  is  built  on  a  rifing  height,  a  fhort 
half  league  from  the  lake  of  Geneva.  The 
houfes  are  handfome ;  but  the  ground  upon 
which  they  are  built  is  fo  unequal  that  three 
horfes  are  generally  obliged  to  be  harnefled 
abreaft,  to  draw  a  coach  up  their  fteep  ftreets. 
In  the  times  of  the  Romans,  it  was  called 
Laufonium^  or  Laufamia :  but  it  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  built  lower,  at  that  time,  and  nearer 
to  the  lake.  In  the  fixteenth  century,  the 
bifhopric  of  Avenche  was  transferred  hither. 
Since  the  reformation,  the  bifhop  refides  at 
Freiburg :  though  he  ftill  draws  fome  little 
revenue  from  this  place.  Laufanne  enjoyed 
great  privileges  even  in  the  time  of  the  bifhops  : 
but  they  have  been  much  extended  under  the 
government  of  Berne. 

Laufanne  elects  its  own  burgomafter,  five 
bannerets,  the  little  council,  the  council  of  fix- 
ty,  and  the  great  council  of  two  hundred. 
The  town  holds  its  own  upper  and  lower 
courts  of  juftice.  The  government  of  Berne 
has  referved  nothing  for  itfelf,  except  the 
rights  of  fovereignty,  of  arming  foldiers,  coin- 
ing money,  and  that  beft  of  rights,  the  right 
of  forgiving. 

The  academy,  which  was  founded  in  the 
T  3  year 
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year  1537,  ^as  been  gradually  enlarged.  A 
profeffbrfhip  of  medicine  was  added,  for  the 
celebrated  phyfician,  TifTot.  This  gentleman 
is  very  highly  valued  for  his  perfonal  quali- 
ties. It  is  delightful  to  hear  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  after  they  have  praifed  his  under- 
ftanding  and  his  heart,  conclude  this  praife 
by  adding  :  He  faved  the  life  of  my  wife ! 
He  reftored  my  mother  to  health  !  He  fnatch- 
ed  my  two  children  from  the  grave  ! 

The  cathedral  is  very  beautiful ;  though 
built  in  the  gothic  ftyle.  Facing  the  church, 
there  is  a  walk  planted  with  trees  ;  from  which 
there  is  a  beautiful  profpec~t,  toward  the  lake. 

The  hofpital  is  large  and  magnificent.  In 
this  country,  the  benevolence  of  the  inhabi- 
tants is  greater  than  the  neceffities  of  the  poor. 
This  fine  building  is  almoft  tenantlefs. 

You  muft  certainly  have  read,  in  the  public 
papers,  that  the  government  of  Berne  has 
fent  above  three  thoufand  men  into  the  Pays 
de  Vaud;  more  than  two  thoufand  of  whom 
have  been  quartered  in  this  town  for  fome 
weeks.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  our  gazette 
writers,  partly  from  ignorance,  and  partly  be- 
caufe  they  have  their  own  reafons  for  placing 
fo  many  wife  regulations  of  governments  in 

a  falfe 
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a  falfe  light,  will  milreprefent  this  ftep,  And 
rnifreprefent  it  they  certainly  will,  if  they  pre- 
tend to  underfland  the  reafon  of  it  better 
than  the  perfons  by  whom  it  has  been  taken. 
Thus  far  we  know,  that  the  French,  who  in 
the  preceding  years  have  fwarmcd  in  this 
country,  have  fpread  a  fpirit  of  difcontent. 
That  this  fpirit  has  manifefted  itfelf  in  vari- 
pus  ways,  and  that  the  malevolent  have  en- 
deavoured to  inculcate  it  among  the  people, 
is  part  all  contradiction.  Some  perfons  have 
been  fuddenly  arretted,  and  imprifoned,  in  a 
caftle  at  the  eaftern  end  of  the  lake.  The  chief 
magiftrates  of  the  towns  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud 
have  been  fummoned  to  appear  to-day  ;  and 
were  a  dmonifhed  by  a  deputation  from  the 
government.  The  foldiers  were  under  arms* 
to  give  the  affair  the  greater  folemnity.  I 
thought  that  the  feelings  of  the  inhabitants 
would  have  burft  forth  j  but  perfons  of  various 
ranks  approve  the  proceeding  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Berne.  They  gave  it  to  be  under- 
ftood  that  a  fire  was  glowing  under  the  a{hes, 
and  that  it  muft  be  immediately  extinguished, 
A  gentleman  of  this  country,  a  man  of  pro- 
perty, and  under  no  obligations  to  Berne,  and 
another  perlbn,  whofe  name  would  give 
T  4  weight 
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weight  to  his  opinion  were  I  allowed  to  men- 
tion it,  both  fpoke  the  fame  language.  I  have 
not  met  any  man  in  Berne,  who  did  not 
fpeak  with  regret  of  the  neceffity  of  this  ftep  ; 
and  the  moft  intelligent  perfons  of  the  Pays 
de  Vaud  praife  the  wiidom  and  mildnefs  of 
the  government. 

It  is  true  that  the  nobility  and  the  towns 
of  this  country,  when  they  were  fubjecl:  to 
Savoy,  exercifed  the  right  of  affembling  the 
ftates.  This  right  they  loft,  in  the  year  1536, 
when  they  were  conquered  by  the  canton  of 
Berne.  The  government  of  Berne,  at  that 
time,  offered  the  nobility  of  the  conquered 
country  the  right  of  citizenfhip :  a  right 
which  would  have  entitled  them  to  all  the 
honourable  offices  of  the  republic  :  but  this 
they  declined,  in  expectation  that  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  would  again  recover  the  country. 
Three  families  only  accepted  it ;  and  by  thole 
only  it  is  now  enjoyed.  The  conftitution 
however  is  in  a  high  degree  free ;  and  the 
fpirit  of  the  government  is  both  mild  and 
prudent. 

The  people  are  perfectly  fatisfied ;  and 
thofe  who  would  excite  infurreftion,  from  the 
love  of  change,  would  find  themfelves  oppofed 

by 
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by  all  clafles.  The  poor  citizens  and  the 
peafants  would  be  as  eager,  in  relifting  them, 
as  the  government  itfelf.  In  the  preceding 
year,  this  province  was  vifited  by  a  general 
dearth  ;  and  the  council  of  Berne  fupplied  the 
inhabitants,  from  the  ftores  that  it  had  pro-r 
vided,  with  corn  :  by  which  a  lofs  was  fuftain- 
ed  of  fifteen  hundred  thoufand  Berner  pounds  ; 
which  is  more  than  fix  hundred  thoufand  rix 
dollars. 

You  know  my  opinions.  You  know  that, 
from  my  childhood,  I  have  been  an  enemy 
to  all  abfolute  power ;  and  no  friend  either  to 
unlimited  monarchies,  or  an  ariftocracy  that 
refembles  an  oligarchy ;  and  I  do  not  think  I 
am  in  any  danger  of  changing  this  opinion. 
In  thefe  times  however,  when  freedom  and 
defpotifm  are  exercifed  by  the  people,  yes,  by 
the  people,  or  by  their  demagogues,  they  are  fo 
confounded,  although  they  are  directly  con- 
tradictory, that  I,  with  many  others  who  are 
lovers  of  order  and  fafety,  may  eafily  be  mif- 
underftood.  My  opinion  is,  that  freedom  is 
founded  on  laws,  laws  on  morals,  and  morals 
on  the  fear  of  God.  Yet  I  am  not  now,  nor 
ever  have  been,  of  the  opinion  of  Pope;  who, 
in  his  well  known  diftich,  fays— 

For 
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For  forms  of  government  let  fools  conteft  j 
Wliate'er  is  beft  adminiftcr'd  is  beft  *. 

For  there  are  certain  forms  that  are  inad- 
miffible,  in  a  good  government ;  or  at  lead  for 
any  length  of  time  ;  for  they  are  derogatory 
to  the  dignity  of  man.  Deep  confideration, 
and  an  attention  to  facts,  have  convinced  mc 
that  very  much  indeed  depends  on  the  form, 
but  ftill  more  on  the  fpirit,  of  a  government. 
Ariftotle,  the  mofl  acute  of  all  political  philo- 
fophers,  fo  highly  praifes  the  form  of  the  con- 
ftitution  of  Carthage,  that  he  afferts  it  was 
the  very  beft  he  knew.  And,  yet  who  would 
venture  to  praife  the  fpirit  of  this  conftitution  ? 
The  form  of  the  conftitution  of  Berne  is  very 
wide  of  ideal  excellence,  fuch  as  I  can  fuppofe 
to  myfelf ;  for  it  borders  on  oligarchy :  but 
the  wifdom,  the  grandeur,  the  benevolence, 
of  its  fpirit  induce  it  to  adminifter  juftice,  as 
freely  to  the  well-informed  poor  of  the  Pays 
de  Vaud  as  to  thofe  of  the  higher  clafs. 

The  foldiers  were  to  leave  the  country  ir\ 
a  few  days,  and  return  to  their  cabins. 

How  hateful,  how  barbarous,  is  the  rigo- 
rous difcipline  of  mercenaries !  As  hateful  as 

*  EfTay  on  Man, 
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the  very  diforders  which  thefe  mercenaries  are 
hired  to  reprefs !  Yet  this  very  rigour  itfelf  is 
icarcely  fufficient  to  keep  them  in  fubordina- 
tion :  while,  from  the  officers  of  the  free  fol- 
diers  of  a  republic,  a  word  is  fufficient. 
Thofe  who  were  inimical  to  their  entrance 
here,  yet,  praife  their  deportment.  Far  from 
the  rapacity  of  marauders,  they  fcarcely  would 
accept  fuch  refreshments  as  were  offered 
them.  Some  foldiers  were  quartered  on  a 
rich  burgher  of  Moudon,  whofe  garden  was 
full  of  ripe  fruit.  He  was  very  unwilling  to 
admit  them ;  but,  when  they  departed,  he 
gave  public  teftimony  that  his  garden  had 
never  been  better  watched.  They  were  as 
friendly  with  the  inhabitants  as  if  they  had 
been  fellow  townfmen  :  nor  did  even  the 
difference  of  language  give  occafion  to  the 
leaft  mifunderftanding. 

It  is  pleafant  to  fee  thefe  people  under  arms. 
Headed  by  officers  who  have  raoft  of  them 
been  in  foreign  fervice,  and  whofe  capacity 
foreigners  celebrate,  they  are  quick  in  obe- 
dience: but  they  obey  with  a  manly  air.  The 
officers  acknowledge  them  as  their  free  fel- 
low-citizens ;  and  mingle  with  them  in  a 
friendly  manner.     They  are  a  handfome, 

flrong, 
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ftrong,  well-built  race  ;  in  whofe  eyes  cheer** 
fulnefs  and  valour  fparkle. 


LETTER  XXIII. 

Geneva,  2d  October  1791, 

We  left  Laufanne  the  day  before 
yefterday  ;  where  we  mould  have  made  a 
longer  ftay,  had  not  the  length  of  our  journey 
and  the  feafon  of  the  year  obliged  us  to  de- 
part. The  fituation  of  the  town  is  uncom- 
monly beautiful.  We  enjoyed  it,  as  we  left 
the  place  and  proceeded  down  the  lovely 
heights,  on  which  it  is  built,  to  the  mores  of 
the  lake.  Thefe  heights  too  are  abundant  in 
diverfified  beauties.  The  various  ranges  of 
mountains,  one  behind  another,  on  the  oppo- 
fite  coafts  of  Savoy,  are  changeable  every  in- 
ftant ;  while  the  foremofl  rocks,  more  changea- 
ble fiill,  efcaped  with  their  towering  cliffs  at 
every  ftep  from  the  eye,  fo  as  to  form  a 
different  prcfped.    Mont  Blanc,  whofe  top 

may 
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may  from  various  places  in  Laufanne  be  feen 
towering  over  the  cliffs,  continued  to  rife 
upon  us,  in  fplendid  beauty  and  fearful  fubli- 
mity.  The  aftoniihed  eye  repofes  here,  on  the 
magnificent  wonders  of  nature ;  then  turns 
#to  the  laughing  regions  of  the  coaft,  to  their 
vineyards,  their  forefts,  their  populous  hills, 
and  onwTard  to  the  beauties  of  the  lake. 
Bathed  by  its  waters,  the  charming  little 
town  of  Morges  is  feen  ;  the  lefs  agreeable  but 
friendly  town  of  Rolle,  and  the  more  impor- 
tant Nion  ;  which,  nothing  derogatory  to  its 
old  Roman  origin,  appears  entirely  to  confift 
of  the  houfes  of  the  wealthy,  who  affemble 
here  to  refide ;  and,  under  the  protection  of 
liberty,  cheerfully,  and  undifturbed,  enjoy  the 
youthful  beauties  of  nature. 

About  noon  we  arrived  at  the  hofpitable 
houfe  of  Mr.  Reverdil ;  where  we  remained 
till  the  following  morning.  He  is  a  worthy 
man.  I  have  not  feen  him  fince  I  was  quite 
a  boy  ;  nearly  thirty  years  ago.  I  met  him 
again  with  pleafure ;  and  with  the  greater  be- 
caufe  he  is  now  in  the  happy  poffeffion  of  a 
charming  wife. 

The  next  day,  we  continued  our  journey, 
and  paffed  by  two  places  that  feemed  to  be 
5  confecrated 
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confecrated  the  abode  of  happlnefs :  thefe 
were  the  refidence  of  two  fages  of  the  prefent 
age,  Necker,  and  Bonnet.  I  hope  foon  to 
fay  a  word  to  you  concerning  thefe  men* 
Mont  Blanc  became  more  and  more  vifible. 
Itfelf  a  world  of  glaciers,  it  reared  its  mighty 
fummits  over  the  long  range  of  Savoy  gla- 
ciers ;  while  its  magnitude  and  brightnefs, 
inftead  of  being  concealed  by  intervening 
promontories,  were  rather  increafed. 

We  law  ripe  buck  wheat,  between  Nion 
and  Geneva;  which  immediately  after  the 
wheat  harvefl  is  fown  in  the  fame  fields. 

Geneva  conceals  itfelf  behind  a  kind  of 
cape  ;  as  if  fuddenly  to  rum  upon  the  view. 
The  traveller  proceeds  among  the  numerous 
country  houfes  of  its  rich  and  free  burghers, 
before  he  is  aware  of  being  in  their  territories; 
till,  at  once,  the  city  in  all  its  majefty  appears, 
built  immediately  where  the  Rhone  flows  out 
of  the  lake.  1  congratulated  myfelf,  that  I 
was  again  about  to  fee  a  town,  and  a  diftrict, 
which  I  honour  and  love.  It  appears  to  me, 
that  as  age  advances  we  are  very  defirous  to 
revifit^the  places  in  which  we  fpent  our  early 
youth  ;  and  feel  more  interefted,at  the  fight  of 
them,  than  at  the  novelty  which  other  parts 

infpire. 
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infpire.  When,  as  we  grow  old,  we  figh 
for  fomething  new,  imagination  fpreads  thofe 
mighty  fails  which  the  breath  of  earth  is  in- 
fufficient  to  fill :  but  are  they  not  often  fwelled 
by  the  breath  of  the  departed  ? 


LETTER  XXIV. 

Geneva,  7th  Oftober  1791. 

The  free  city  of  Geneva,  with  its 
fmall  territory,  lies  between  the  confines  of 
Switzerland,  Savoy,  and  France  ;  and  is  built 
on  the  beautiful  lake  which  takes  its  name. 
From  this  lake  the  Rhone  again  purfues  its 
cburfe ;  after  having  traverfed  it  entirely,  and 
purified  its  waters  of  the  mud  which  it  brought 
from  the  mountains  of  Valais. 

The  Rhone  flows  through  the  city ;  where 
it  forms  an  ifland,  which  is  covered  with 
houfes.  Geneva  was  converted  to  chriftianity 
in  the  third  or  fourth  century.  It  was  after- 
ward, more  than  once,  fhaken  and  overrun  by 
the  northern  invaders.  Some  of  the  Kings 
2  of 
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of  Burgundy  chofe  it  for  their  refidence.  It 
next  fell  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Kings 
of  France.  While  thefe  lords  governed,  it 
was  at  one  time  fubject  to  the  oppreffions  of 
war,  at  others  to  the  misfortunes  of  anarchy. 

Charlemagne,  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary 
of  mankind,  who  metamorphofed  whole  king- 
doms, affembled  his  army  here  before  he 
marched  againfl  the  Lombards,  and  granted 
the  town  considerable  privileges.  It  afterward 
became  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Aries  ;  and 
after  that  of  Burgundy. 

The  race  of  Burgundy  having  become  ex- 
tinct, Geneva,  like  the  other  ftates  that  com- 
pofed  this  kingdom,  in  the  year  1032,  was 
incorporated,  by  Conrad  the  Second,  with 
the  German  empire.  It  was  about  this  time 
that  cities  began  to  fhake  off  the  yoke  of  the 
great  vaffals  of  the  empire.  The  Kings  and 
Emperors  of  Germany  often  afforded  them 
this  opportunity ;  and  endowed  them  with 
privileges,  that  they  might  be  able  to  contend 
with  thofe  temporal  and  fpiritual  lords,  whofe 
power  was  become  fo  great  as  to  be  dangerous 
to  the  fovereign. 

The  Bilhops  of  Geneva  had  gradually  be- 
come more  potent,  and  accumulated  their 

claims  ; 


COUNT  STOL2ERG.  289 

claims  ;  which  the  no  lefs  ambitious  Counts  of 
Geneva,  who  had  originally  derived  from  the 
Emperor,  though  they  were  likewife  the  vaf- 
fals  of  the  bilhops,  difputed  with  them.  The 
people,  lovers  of  freedom,  while  thefe  con- 
tends were  rather  encouraged  than  repretfed 
by  the  imperial  and  papal  powers,  knew 
how  to  profit  by  them  ;  and  at  one  time  to 
obtain  rights  and  privileges  from  one  party, 
and  at  another  from  its  opponent.  Still  they 
were  more  inclined  to  favour  the  bilhops  than 
their  hereditary  counts. 

Mean  while  a  new  power  arofe,  by  which 
the  counts  became  embroiled  ;  and  which  in- 
duced them  to  quit  the  poffeffion  of  a  flourifh- 
ing  and  commercial  city. 

The  people  of  Geneva  then  acknowledged 
the  bifhops,  as  their  fovereigns  ;  who,  accor- 
dingly, exercifed  the  feignorial  rights.  The 
people  notwithstanding  poffeffed  confiderable 
privileges.  They  annually  chofe  a  fyndic, 
and  a  treafurer  ;  and  thefe  appointed  a  coun- 
cil. The  people  were  confulted  in  the  ira- 
pofing  of  taxes,  and  in  the  forming  of  alliances. 
Neither  the  bifhop  nor  the  magiftrate  could 
undertake  any  thing  of  importance,  unlefs 
they  were  affembled  ;  and  each,  at  coming  into 

Vol.  I.  U  office. 
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office,  made  a  folemn  oath  before  the  fyndic, 
by  which  he  promifed  to  leave  the  privileges 
of  the  city  undiminifhed.  Hence  Geneva 
was  poffefled  of  confiderable  freedom,  under 
the  bifhop6  which  it  thus  circumfcribed. 

The  German  Emperors,  often  difturbed 
by  internal  troubles,  and  generally  engaged 
in  foreign  wars,  were  the  nominal  fovcreigns  ; 
but  nothing  more. 

The  Counts  of  Maurienne,  vaflals  of  the  an- 
tient  Kings  of  Burgundy,  held  a  part  of  their 
lands,  as  fiefs,  from  the  Emperor  Henry  the 
Fifth ;  under  the  title  of  Counts  of  Savoy, 

Amadeus,  profiting  by  the  jealoufy  which 
the  burghers  of  Geneva  entertained  againft 
the  bifhop,  feized  on  the  fecular  rights  ;  which, 
till  then,  the  bifhop  had  administered.  The 
ftory  of  all  ages  demonftrates  how  abfurd  it  is, 
for  frriall  independent  ftates,  or  for  different 
parties  of  the  fame  ftate,  to  call  in  the  aid  of 
a  powerful  arbitrator ;  but,  in  thefe  dark  ages, 
men  were  little  acquainted  with  the  hiftory 
of  former  times.  Befide,  what  power  has  hif- 
torital  example  over  the  violence  of  party 
fpirit  ? 

Amadeus  the  Sixth  was  appointed  Vicar 
of  the  Empire,  in  Italy  and  the  neighbouring 

ftates. 
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ftates.  He  was  indeed  excluded  from  any 
jurifdiction  over  the  city ;  but  this  dignity 
often  gave  the  counts  the  pretext,  with  the 
connivance  of  the  bifhop  and  the  burghers,  of 
interfering. 

Amadeus  the  Eighth  was  lord  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Geneva;  of  which,  in  the  year  141 7,  he 
was  created  Duke  by  the  Emperor  Sigifmund. 
Three  years  afterward,  he  obtained  a  favoura- 
ble bull  from  Pope  Martin  the  Fifth  ;  which 
emboldened  him  to  require  the  bifhop  to 
cede  the  exercife  of  the  fecular  rights.  The 
bifhop  affembled  the  people.  They  advifed 
him  not  to  refign  his  rights  to  ft  rangers,  and 
the  propofition  was  rejected. 

About  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
the  number  of  the  council,  which  under  the 
prefidency  of  the  fyndics  held  the  admini- 
ftration  of  public  affairs,  was  fixed  at  five-and- 
twenty ;  and  a  fuperior  council,  of  fifty,  was 
inftituted ;  which,  in  certain  cafes,  was  to  be 
afToeiated  with  the  former.  This  was  the  ori- 
gin of  the  great  council  of  two  hundred. 

The  Dukes  of  Savoy  had  long  harboured 
intentions  againft  Geneva.   Many  of  the  prin- 
cipal burghers,  fome  of  whom  refided  in  Sa- 
voy, favoured  their  projects;  and  princes  of 
U  I  their 
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their  race,  nay  fometimes  their  baftards,  were 
appointed  to  the  bifhoprc.  Charles  the  Third# 
who  lived  about  the  beginning  of  the  fix- 
teenth  century,  and  who  favoured  the  bi- 
fhops,  often  vifited  the  city  with  a  magnificent 
train,  gained  fome  over,  terrified  others,  exer- 
cifed  power,  and  threw  thofe  who  oppofed  him 
into  prifon.  His  arrogance  difgufted  the  good 
citizens ;  and  Berthelier  in  particular,  who  had 
become  a  burgher  of  Freiburg,  becaufe  he  no 
longer  confidered  the  citizenfhip  of  Geneva  as 
a  protection  for  a  free  man. 

By  this  perfon,  an  alliance  was  effected, 
between  Freiburg  and  Geneva.  And  now 
two  parties  arofe  in  the  city  ;  thofe  who  were 
of  the  faction  of  the  Duke,  who,  in  imitation 
of  the  tumultuous  militia  of  the  Egyptian 
Sultans,  were  called  Mammelucks,  and  thofe 
more  virtuous  burghers,  who  were  defirous 
to  maintain  their  freedom,  who  were  called 
Hugonots  :  probably,  inftead  of  Eidfgenoffcn  ; 
which  the  French  could  not  pronounce.  It  is 
well  known  that  this  appellation  was  afterward 
beftowed  on  the  protectants  of  France. 

Duke  Charles  exercifed  his  oppreffive  pow- 
er, and  obliged  Geneva  to  renounce  its  alliance 
with  Freiburg.     He  obtained  a  refolution, 

from 
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from  the  other  cantons,  that  the  alliance  with 
Freiburg  fhould  be  annulled  ;  but  was  obliged 
to  promife  that  the  liberty  of  the  republic  of 
Geneva  fhould  not  be  molefted.  This  promife 
however  he  broke  ;  and  Berthelier  fell  a  facri- 
fice  to  his  revenge. 

Two  fucceffive  bifhops  now  exercifed  their 
tyranny  over  the  city  :  yet  the  dread  of  the 
Swifs  frequently  fet  limits  to  their  oppref- 
fions.  Several  of  the  citizens  fled  for  refuge 
to  thefe  free  people  ;  and  Berne  and  Freiburg 
renewed  their  alliance  with  Geneva.  This 
fecond  alliance  was  concluded  in  the  year 
1526  5  and,  from  this  period,  Geneva  may  be 
truly  efteemed  to  have  become  a  free  ftate. 

The  victorious  party  of  the  Flugonots,  now, 
in  turn,  became  the  oppreffors ;  and  the  con- 
quered Mammelucks  were  driven  from  their 
country, 

The  bammed  citizens  foon  allied  them- 
felves  with  the  nobles  of  Savoy,  and  difturb- 
ed  Geneva  ;  and  thus  the  feeds  of  new  con- 
tention, between  the  city  and  the  Dukes  of 
Savoy,  took  root*  About  this  time,  the  Bifhop 
quarrelled  with  the  Duke  ;  and  fought  for 
fecurity  in  the  municipal  rights  of  a  free  city ; 

U  3  a  city 
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a  city  which  his  lordly  predeceflbrs  had  fb 
often  treated  with  caprice. 

Another  eruption  was  made  by  the  Mam- 
melucks,  aided  by  tSavoy;  and  the  opposition 
of  Geneva  occafioned  a  new  war  with  the 
Duke:  which  was  brought  to  a  conclufion 
by  the  interference  of  the  Swifs.  During  this 
war,  the  Bifhop  wavered  from  fide  to  fide,,  and 
thus  increafed  the  courage  of  the  Hugonots* 

Mean  time,  the  do&rines  of  the  reformers 
were  very  prevalent ;  and  Berne  excited  the 
people  of  Geneva  to  make  off  the  yoke  of 
the  Pope,  and  the  Bifhop.  Freiburg  indeed 
continued  to  profefs  the  faith  of  its  forefa- 
ther In  the  year  1535,  the  council  of  two 
hundred,  which  had  been  fome  years  infti- 
tuted,  admitted  and  countenanced  the  new 
doclrine  ;  on  which  Freiburg  renounced  its 
alliance. 

The  following  year,  Calvin  came  to  Geneva. 
This  man,  whofe  thoughts  were  as  ardent  as 
they  were  profound,  communicated  order  both 
to  church  and  ftate.  By  his  advice,  in  the 
year  1 559,  the  academy  was  founded  :  a  feini- 
nary  which  fets  produced  great  men,  in  every 
icience. 

In 
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III  the  year  1584,  the  republic  concluded 
an  alliance  with  Berne  and  Zurich  ;  which 
ttill  continues,  and  which  more  than  once 
has  been  the  fupport  of  liberty  and  order. 
This  is  the  only  alliance  that  Geneva  has  with 
Switzerland.  Geneva  it  is  true,  in  the  year 
1570,  had  made  an  effort  to  be  united  with 
the  whole  thirteen  cantons  :  but  the  partifans 
of  this  meafure  were  foiled,  by  the  interfe- 
rence of  Spain,  Savoy*  and  the  catholics  of 
Switzerland* 

New  plans  had  been  formed  againfi  Ge- 
neva, by  Duke  Emanuel  Philibert ;  and,  hr 
1588,  his  fon,  Charles  Emanuel,  took  advan- 
tage of  the  troubles  of  France,  and  feized  on 
Saluzzo*  The  French  ambaffador  warned 
Berne,  and  Geneva,  againft  the  common  foe. 
Geneva,  during  a  war  of  nine  years*,  main- 
tained a  well  difciplined  little  army  of  foreig- 
ners in  its  pay :  but  it  did  not  obtain,  at  the 
peace  which  Was  concluded  in  the  year  1600, 
that  extent  of  territory  which  it  had  hoped: 
neither  would  Charles  confent  to  the  ftipula- 
tion,  fupported  by  Henry  the  fourth  of  France, 
that  Geneva  fnould  be  confidered  as  allied  to 
the  confederate  cantons*  With  refpeft  to 
fecurity,  however,  its  gains  were  confiderable  ; 

U  4  for 
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for  France  exchanged  the  little  country  of 
Gex  for  Saluzzo  ;  and  it  was  likewife  relieved 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Savoy  on  its  nor- 
thern boundary :  thus,  from  this  period,  the 
fafety  of  Geneva  was  fecured  by  the  jealoufv 
of  its  two  neighbours. 

In  the  night  of  the  fhorteft  day  of  the  year 
1602,  Charles  made  a  fecret  attack  upon  the 
city.  The  Savoyards  had  fuccefsfully  mounted 
a  baftion ;  but  the  watchful  burghers  beat 
back  the  foe,  and  peace,  was  again  concluded 
in  the  fummer  of  the  following  year;  in 
which  the  Duke  was  obliged  to  ftipulate  that 
he  would  afiemble  no  forces  within  four 
leagues  of  the  city. 

After  this,  Geneva  remained  free  from  ex- 
ternal enemies :  but  it  has  frequently  been 
the  feat  of  internal  tumults  ;  and  feveral  times, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  feventeenth  century,  the 
government  and  people  have  been  mutually 
accufed  :  the  one  of  feverity,  the  other  of  rio- 
tous commotion. 

In  the  year  1707,  the  malcontents  de- 
manded an  ordinance,  which  mould  limit  the 
power  of  the  principal  families  ;  who,  it  ap- 
peared, held  the  chief  offices  in  a  kind  of  here- 
ditary defcent.    They  required  that  all  laws 

ani 
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and  decrees  fhould  be  collected  and  publifhed  ; 
and  that  balloting  fhould  take  place,  to  fecure 
the  freedom  of  election.  They  obtained  the 
two  firft  points,  and  were  thereby  enabled  to 
revive  an  old  cuftom  ;  which  was,  that  the 
whole  municipality  fhould  aflemble  every  five 
years,  and  examine  the  proceedings  of  the 
council  of  the  republic.  Thefe  affemblies  were 
often  tumultuous  ;  and  the  council  feized  the 
opportunity,  which  the  vicinity  of  the  Swifs 
foldiers  afforded,  to  demand  three  hundred 
men  from  Berne,  and  one  from  Zurich  :  which 
point  they  carried. 

As  foon  as  thefe  foreign  troops  were  intro- 
duced, the  chiefs  of  the  malcontents  were 
.  feized,  tried,  and  fome  of  them  put  to  death. 
The  people  were  fubdued  ;  and,  in  the  year 
1 71 2,  loft  the  right  of  affembling  the  muni- 
cipality, and  examining  the  conftitutional  acts 
of  the  council. 

In  the  year  1730,  a  work  appeared,  in 
which  the  expences  that  had  been  incurred  by 
fortifying  the  city  were  examined  ;  and  which 
occafioned  great  difturbances.  About  this 
time,  the  abufe  of  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ex- 
cited great  difcontent.  However,  by  call- 
ing a  genera!  council,  in  the  year  1734,  which 

eonfifted 


29S  TRAVELS  Of 

confifted  of  all  the  burghers  who  had  attained 
the  age  of  five-and-twenty,  to  which  the 
queftion  of  taxation  was  referred,  the  govern* 
ment  appeafed  the  people*  By  this  council, 
the  taxes  were  granted  for  ten  years. 

Two  years  afterward,  the  democratical  party 
rofe;  and  the  partifansof  the  government  ob- 
tained permiffion  to  oppofe  them  with  arms, 
taken  from  the  arfenal.  Some  perfons  pe- 
rifhed  in  this  fray ;  and  the  firft  fyndic  was 
imprifoned.  The  next  day,  the  democrats 
feized  on  the  gates;  and  feveral  of  the  council 
and  the  firft  families  fled  from  Geneva:  but 
they  returned,  in  the  fequel. 

Deputies  were  fent,  by  Berne  and  Zurich: 
but  they  found  little  confidence,  among  a  peo- 
ple who  confidered  them  as  the  partifans  of 
the  ariilocracy.  Their  prefence  however  had 
fome  weight;  for  it  induced  the  people  to 
yield,  in  a  few  points,  to  the  oppofite  faction, 
that  they  might  prevent  the  influx  of  thefe 
foreigners.  Mean  while,  the  Envoys  of  France, 
in  common  with  the  two  cantons  allied  to  Ge- 
neva, prefented  a  plan  which  was  intended  to 
accommodate  the  mutual  preten lions  of  the 
council  and  the  people. 

The  reinftating  of  fome  magiftrates,  who, 

in 
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in  the  year  1734,  had  been  depofed,  occa- 
lioned  great  contention.  The  prefented  plan 
however  was  received,  in  the  general  council, 
which  was  held  in  1738  ;  and  the  laft  article 
that  this  plan  contained  was  that  itfelf  fhould 
have  in  future  the  power  of  a  law.  By  this 
new  regulation,  the  taking  up  of  arms,  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  government,  was  for- 
bidden, under  pain  of  death. 

In  1 754,  Geneva  was  acknowledged  by  the 
King  of  Sardinia  as  a  free  independent  repub- 
lic ;  and  the  boundaries  of  Geneva  and  Savoy 
were  accurately  determined. 

The  ftate  now  paid  off  the  remainder  of  its 
debts ;  and  it  appeared  to  have  attained,  that 
chief  of  bleffings,  peace  at  home  and  with  all 
the  world.  The  fire  however,  though  fmo- 
thered,  was  not  extinguimed.  A  partial  en- 
joyment of  the  bleffings  that  refult  from  free- 
dom occafioned,  as  ufual,  diflatisfadtion,  in  a 
city  in  which  there  was  an  equality  of  rights, 
but  a  great  inequality  of  wealth. 

In  the  year  1762,  the  democrats  excited 
new  commotions ;  which  were  excited  by 
the  deciiion.  of  the  council,  on  two  of  the 
works  of  Rouffeau:  his  Emilius,  and  his  Social 
Contract.  They  were  both  forbidden,  from 
l  religious 
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religious  and  political  motives.  The  coun- 
cil knew  that  Rouffeau  had  fled  from  Paris  to 
Geneva  becaufe  of  thefe  writings:  they  there- 
fore fummcned  him  before  them  ;  and,  had 
he  appeared,  would  have  paffed  a  fentence  that 
would  have  endangered  his  liberty. 

RoufTeau  fled  to  the  mountains  of  Neuf- 
cnatel,  and  held  a  correfpondence  with  his 
friends  in  Geneva;  who  prefented  a  remon- 
ftrance,  that  complained  lefs  of  the  fentence 
itfelf  than  of  the  forms-  that  had  been  ob- 
ferved. 

They  demanded  that  the  affair  mould  be 
examined  by  the  council  general :  that  is,  by 
the  affembled  citizens.  The  council,  on  the 
contrary,  maintained  that  their  demand  was 
nnconftitutional ;  becaufe  it  had  aded  in 
conformity  to  an  exprefs  and  unambiguous 
law. 

It  is  indeed  ftipulated,  in  the  conllitution, 
that  no  affairs  mail  be  fubjecTied  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  a  council  general,  unlefs  they 
mall  firft  have  been  examined,  and  permiffion 
granted,  by  the  tvvro  council  colleges.  Thefe 
colleges  likewife  poffefs  the  right  of  putting 
a  negative  upon  all  innovations.  Thofe  who- 
defended  this  right  were  named  The  Nega« 
3  tives  s 
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fives*:  and  thofe  who  maintained  that  the 
fubject  ought  to  come  before  a  council  general 
were  called  The  Remonfi rants  f.  The  pre- 
tenfions  of  The  Negatives  were  maintained 
by  Mr.  Tronchin,  who  is  {till  living,  in  a 
work  entitled  Lettres  ecntes  de  la  campagne\9 
This  was  anfwered  by  Rouffeau  in  his  Lettres 
eerites  de  la  montagne\\  by  which  the  party 
of  the  Remonflrants  was  ftill  more  enflamed. 

This  fpirit  animated  the  citizens,  in  the  year 
1765;  when  they  rejected  all  the  counfellors, 
who  were  named  as  candidates  for  the  election 
of  new  fyndics.  Accordingly,  the  election  did 
-not  take  place ;  and  the  former  remained  in 
office.  In  this  the  council  general  might  be 
faid  to  have  exercifed  a  right,  which  the  con- 
ftitution  gave  them.  It  appears  irregular  that 
the  former  fyndics  mould  remain  in  office 
another  year :  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
citizens  themfelves  neceffarily  produced  this 
irregularity,  when  they  refufed  to  elect,  as  the 
law  ordained,  any  of  the  perfons  of  the  little 
council,  who  were  propofed  as  chief  magis- 
trates.   Though,  it  is  true,  the  law,  v^hile  it 

*  Les  negatifs.  f  Lcs  reprefentans. 

%  Letters  written  from  the  country. 
J  Letters  written  from  the  mountains. 

ordered 
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ordered  them  to  eled,  gave  them  the  power 
of  a  negative  over  each  individual. 

The  Magiftrates  now  faw  themfelves  oblig- 
ed to  demand  aid  of  their  three  allies;  France, 
Berne,  and  Zurich  ;  in  defence  of  a  conftitu- 
tion  which  they  had  combined  to  form.  Thefe 
powers  fent  their  plenipotentiaries  ;  and  four- 
and-twenty  commiffioners  were  chofen  from 
among  the  citizens.  While  the  contefted 
rights  were  under  examination,  the  council 
obtained,  from  the  three  interfering  powers, 
a  declaration  in  favour  of  their  proceedings. 
This  provoked  the  citizens,  who,  in  a  general 
council,  rejected  the  decifion  of  the  mediators; 
and,  accordingly,  their  plenipotentiaries  were 
called  home. 

The  haughty  court  of  France  fent  troops 
on  the  confines  of  Geneva,  and  prohibited  all 
trade  between  that  kingdom  and  the  party 
of  the  RemonJircDtts.  Neither  were  the  citi- 
zens permitted  to  travel  through  the  cantons, 
till  they  fhould  firft  have  obtained  a  pafs, 
Ambafladors  from  the  interfering  ftates  again 
were  fent  to  Soleure ;  and  they  there  pub- 
lifhed  a  proclamation,  for  the  reftoration  of 
order,  under  the  title  of  a  Prononce.  To  this 
the  citizens  paid  little  attention.    They  held 

the 
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the  menaces  of  the  foreign  plenipotentiaries 
in  contempt,  defied  their  magiftrates,  and  ob- 
liged the  government  fo  to  compromife  thefe 
difputes  as  to  give  the  power  into  the  hands  of 
the  popular  party.  This  compromife  was 
effected  oi\  the  nth  of  March  1768. 

Several  members  of  the  great  council  with-* 
drew  from  their  office  5  and  many  burghers 
abfented  themfejves  from  the  council  general, 
confidering  thofe  changes  which  had  been 
effedted  in  this  tumultuous  manner  as  dis- 
graceful, and  defpairing  at  prefent  of  the  public 
weal,  while  the  adminiftration  of  its  affairs  was 
committed  to  the  lowed  orders  of  the  people. 

New  claims,  made  by  inhabitants  who  had 
never  been  burghers,  gave  rife  to  new  diftur- 
bances. 

Manufactures  and  commerce  had  drawn 
many  foreigners  to  Geneva.  Thefe  people 
were  called  Inhabitants:  and  their  children 
were  allowed  to  be  called  Natives.  They  and 
their  defcendants  enjoyed  the  prote&ion,  but 
did  not  participate  all  the  privileges,  of  citi- 
Zenfhip.  While  the  burghers  were  divided, 
both  parties  had  flattered  the  Natives,  to  pre- 
vent their  oppofition  :  but  the  latter,  perceiv- 
ing that  their  interefts  were  now  negle&ed, 

began 
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began  to  complain^  and,  although  they  obtain- 
ed many  immunities,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
five-and-twenty  (hould  that  year  be  admitted 
as  burghers,  and  five  every  fucceeding  year, 
yet  they  were  (till  diffatisfied,  required  more, 
and  fome  of  them  proceeded  to  open  oppo- 
fition. 

The  fudden  rumour  of  an  infurrection, 
which  had  not  been  in  the  leaft  fufpe&ed, 
again,  on  the  15th  of  February  1770,  occa- 
fioned  the  citizens  to  take  arms.  Some  of 
the  Natives  were  killed  :  eight  were  banifhed, 
and  many  voluntarily  left  the  city.  Yet  the 
fame  edict  of  the  council  general,  by  which, 
without  fufficient  reafon,  eight  of  the  Natives 
were  banifhed,  granted  new  rights  to  thofe 
who  remained. 

Some  years  afterward,  the  publication  of  a 
new  code  of  laws  once  more  produced  diffa- 
tisfadtion  ;  which  broke  out  into  open  war,  be- 
tween the  parties  of  the  Re??tonJlra?its  and  the 
Negatives.  The  latter  wifhed  the  code  to  be 
fubjected  to  the  council  of  two  hundred,  that 
it  might  be  rejected.  Their  opponents  infifted 
that  it  fhould  be  received.  The  Remonftrants 
twice  flew  to  arms ;  and,  on  the  laft  occa- 
fion,  in  the  fpring  of  1782,  feveral  of  the 

members 
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members  of  both  councils,  who  were  fuf- 
Reeled  by  themj  were  imprifoned  ;  and,  aided 
by  the  Native*,  they  feized  on  the  gates  and 
the  ramparts. 

While  iri  this  ftate  of  commotion,  France^ 
Sardinia,  and  Berne,  fent  their  troops  into  the 
city  ;  and  a  new  conciliatory  plan  was  devifed, 
which  was  accepted  by  the  little  council,  the 
great  council,  and  the  council  general,  on  the 
4th  of  November  1 78 2,  and  which  promifed 
permanency,  by  the  guarantee  of  the  inter- 
fering powers.  All  thofe,  however,  who,  in 
the  laft  infurre&ion,  had  taken  arms,  were 
excluded  the  council  general;  which,  on  this 
occafion,  only  confifted  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men.  The  people  were  divided,  con- 
cerning the  election  of  members  ;  and  it  was 
determined  that  a  regiment  fhould  be  main- 
tained in  the  barracks,  to  held  the  malcontents 
in  awe. 

It  might  have  been  forefeen  that  the  govern- 
ment that  committed  this  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  the  people,  which  was  effected  like- 
wife  in  a  partial  affembly,  muft  foon  decline 
in  its  authority.  This  certainly  would  have 
been  quite  a  fufficient  pretext ;  and  yet,  feven 

Vol.  I.  X  years 
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years  afterward,  in  1789,  the  people  employed 
one  which  was  entirely  groundlefs. 

Corn  had  rifen  to  a  high  price,  at  which  it 
had  been  bought  in  by  government  :  but  it 
was  fold  to  the  burghers  much  cheaper  than 
at  the  original  coft,  or  than  it  could  be  pur- 
chafed  either  in  France  or  the  Pays  de  Vaud. 
They  retailed  it  out  to  the  lofs  of  forty-thou- 
fand  dollars  :  but  their  own  plan  defeated 
itfelf,  by  lowering  the  price  of  bread  ;  for  the 
neighbouring  people  came,  in  multitudes,  to 
purchafe  bread  at  Geneva  ;  till  the  bread  like- 
wife  rofe.  The  corn  college,  or  committee, 
remonftrated  to  the  government ;  and  it  there- 
upon found  itfelf  induced  to  fell  grain  at  the 
fame  price  for  which  it  had  been  purchafed. 
The  great  quantity  of  bread  that  had  been 
fold  had  made  this  regulation  neceffary. 

But  the  burghers,  having  been  taught  fuf- 
picion,  fhut  their  eyes  to  the  truth  ;  and  a 
commotion  enfued.  The  government  called 
in  the  regiment  from  its  barracks:  but  the 
burghers  found  the  means  of  avoiding  the  fol- 
diers,  and  of  fall  continuing  their  tumults  ;  and 
the  regiment,  after  it  had  been  fix-and-twenty 
hours  under  arms  in  the  middle  of  winter, 

abandoned 
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abandoned  its  pofts.  The  burghers  having 
now  become  matters,  a  new  convention  was 
made;  by  which  the  people  regained  the  right 
of  election,  and  obtained  the  eftablifhtn&ent  of  a 
city  militia. 

The  true  constitution  was  thus  once  more 
reftored  ;  and  the  burghers  would  have  re- 
mained tranquil,  had  not  their  imaginations 
been  diflurbed   by  the  French  revolution. 
Some  were  weak  enough  ardently  to  defire  that 
Geneva  might   become  incorporated  with 
France  ;  and  thus  refigfi  certain  freedom,  in 
return  for  uncertain  hope,  attended  with  all 
the  dangers  of  a  fanguinary  revolution,  and  a 
ftill  more  pernicious  corruption  of  manners. 
Others  were  anxious  to  maintain  the  indepen- 
dance  of  the  republic  ;  but  were  very  ardent 
to  gain  all  the  equality  of  rights,  which  had 
been  promifed  to  the  citizens  of  France.  By 
thefe,  the  Natives,  the  Inhabitants,  and  the 
peafantry  of  Geneva,  were  excited  to  arms ; 
and  they  were  joined  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country  of  Gex,  which  belongs  to  France. 
The  infurgents  had  almoft  gained  pofleffioa 
of  the  city  :  but,  by  good  conduct  and  forti- 
tude, they  were  prevented.    An  accommoda- 
tion once  more  took  place  :  the  confutation 
X  2  of 
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of  1789  was  confirmed,  and  the  government 
granted  many  Natives,  Inhabitants,  and  fome 
of  the  peafantry,  the  rights  of  burghers. 

This  fmall  republic,  from  its  fituation  and 
conftitution,  may  be  very  happy.  Its  confti- 
tution  is  that  which,  among  the  antients,  was 
called  ariftocratic  ;  but  which  modern  times 
have  named  democracy*  This  change  of 
names  has  produced  many  falfe  ideas.  By 
democracy,  the  antients  denoted  that  kind  of 
conftitution  in  which  both  the  legiflative  and 
executive  power  were  in  the  people ;  and 
which  was  ranked  by  them  as  equal  to  a  ty- 
ranny, or  defpotifm.  In  fad:,  the  reftlefs  de- 
magogues, by  whom  the  people  are  led,  are 
the  moft  dangerous  of  tyrants  :  and  defpotifm 
itfelf  is  not  fo  dreadful,  in  the  hands  of  one, 
as  in  the  hands  of  the  many  ;  when  both  poli- 
tical and  phy fical  power  are  in  their  poflfeflion. 

What  we  underftand  by  ariflocracy  was 
called  oligarchy,  by  the  antients;  the  govern- 
ment of  the  few.  Their  ariflocracy,  the  go- 
vernment of  the  beji,  was  that  kind  of  confti- 
tution in  which  all  the  citizens  have  equal 
rights  ;  the  power  of  making  laws  being  in  the 
people,  and  the  power  of  executing  them  en- 
trufted  to  men  of  their  own  choofing. 

In 
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In  Geneva,  the  council  general,  which  is 
like  wife  called  the  fovereign  council,  confifts 
of  the  members  of  the  little  and  great  coun- 
cils, and  of  all  the  citizens  and  burghers,  who 
have  attained  the  age  of  five-and-twenty. 
Citizens  are  thofe  perfons  whofe  fathers  were 
burghers,  and  who  have  been  born  in  Geneva. 
The  burghers  have  equal  rights,  but  they  are 
feldom  ele&ed  to  public  dignities. 

This  council  general  makes  laws,  decrees 
taxes,  and  determines  on  affairs  of  war,  of 
peace,  and  alliance  ;  confirms  the  alienation 
or  the  confolidating  of  the  ftate  domains,  re*- 
gulates  works  of  fortification,  appoints  or 
changes  courts  of  juftice,  creates  new  digni- 
ties^ and  adjufts  the  admiflion  of  foreign  fol- 
diers  ;  except  in  cafes  when  the  powers  that 
guaranty  the  conftitution  think  proper  to  fend 
their  forces.  By  ele&ion,  the  council  general 
appoints  all  the  officers  of  the  republic. 

The  chief  executive  power  is  entrufted  to 
the  little  council,  of  five-and-twenty.  They 
firft  deliberate  on  all  affairs  ;  political,  cecono- 
mical,  civil,  and  criminal.  Their  fentence  is 
without  appeal,  in  all  cafes  where  the  fum  in 
difpute  does  not  exceed  two  thoufand  florins 
of  Geneva  ;  or  one  thoufand  livres  of  France. 

X3  A? 
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As  foon  as  one  of  the  five-and-twenty  Is 
dead,  his  place  is  fupplied,  by  election,  from 
the  council  of  two-hundred. 

This  great  council >  called  The  Two-hun- 
dred, confifts  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  mem- 
bers. As  foon  as  fixteen  places  are  vacant, 
they  proceed  to  election.  The  candidates  give 
in  their  names ;  and  candidates  are  likewife 
named  by  the  little  council  and  by  ten  mem- 
bers of  the  great,  council,  who  acquire  this  right 
by  lot  ;  after  which  the  names  are  all  pre- 
lented  to  the  council  general,  by  which  the 
new  members  are  elected  *. 

Ail  the  citizens,  as  well  as  the  burghers, 
have  the  right  of  being  elected  to  this  office ; 
and,  by  that  means,  to  higher  dignities  :  all 

*  The  following  account,  taken  from  the  Di'cllonnaire 
H'ljlorlque,  Politique,  ei  Geographique,  de  la  Sui/fa  printed 
at  Geneva,  is  more  circumftantial — The  candidates  who 
afpire  to  thefe  places,  either  deliver  in  their  names,  or 
caufe  them  to  be  delivered  in,  to  the  chancery.  The 
two  councils  likewife  propofe  candidates.  After  the 
eligibility  of  thofe  who  have  been  nominated  has  been 
examined,  the  little  council  names  fixteen  ;  who  are  pre- 
fented  to  the  council  of  two-hundred  ;  and  eight  of  them 
are  elected.  The  council  of  two-hundred  alfo  prefents 
iixteen  to  the  little  council  ;  out  of  which  it  elects  the 
*e;nainmg  eight.  T, 
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appointments  being  made  from  the  council 
of  two-hundred  :  but,  as  the  members  of  the 
council  of  two-hundred  have  no  falaries,  the 
poor  and  the  labouring  citizens  feldom  pre- 
tend to  the  office.  The  lower  orders  of  the 
people  therefore  are  not  prevented  from  taking 
part  in  the  public  adminiftration  of  affairs,  by 
any  odious  exclufive  privileges,  but  by  their 
own  choice. 

If  a  burgher  be  unmarried,  he  muft  be 
thirty  years  of  age  before  he  is  eligible :  law- 
yers excepted  ;  who,  like  married  men,  may 
be  elected  at  the  age  of  feven-and-twenty. 
The  council  of  two-hundred  has  the  fuperin- 
tendance  of  all  public  offices,  and  departments  ; 
as  likewife  of  all  public  undertakings,  the  ex- 
pence  of  which  exceeds  twenty-one  thoufand 
florins  of  Geneva.    It  regulates  the  falaries 
of  perfons  in  office,  when  they  exceed  twelve 
hundred  florins ;  creates  new  employments, 
and  appoints  the  falaries  that  belong  to  them  ; 
grants  leafes,  infpefts  the  public  revenues,  new 
buildings,  coinage,  trade,  arts,  weights  and 
meafures,  the  academy,  fchools  and  public 
worfhip. 

The  council  of  fixty  affembles  but  feldom. 
It  confifts  of  a  deputation  of  the  council  of 
X  4  two- 
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two -hundred  ;  that  is,  of  a  part  of  the  little 
council,  of  the  magiftrates  eledled  by  the  coun- 
cil general,  and  of  one-and-twenty  members 
of  the  great  council.  It  fuperintends  all 
affairs  with  foreign  powers  ;  and  can  likewife 
advife  the  little  council,  on  any  important 
affairs  which  relate  to  internal  government. 

The  council  of  war  confifts  of  a  fyndic,  the 
{raff  officers  of  the  regiments,  a  quarter- 
rnafter,  fix  members  of  the  council  of  two- 
hundred,  and  a  fecretary ;  who  is  likewife 
chofen  from  this  latter  council.  To  the 
council  of  war  all  military  affairs  are  commit- 
ted :  and  it  is  annually  obliged  to  make  oath 
that  it  will  be  faithful  to  the  republic,  and 
obedient  to  the  great  council. 

The  chief  officers  are  the  four  fyndics,  the 
lieutenant  of  juftice,  the  treafurer,  the  pro- 
curcur-g'eneral)  the  fecretaries  of  juftice,  and 
the  governors  who  prefide  over  the  fubordi- 
nate  territorial  courts.  The  fyndics  and  the 
lieutenant  of  juftice  are  members  of  the  little 
council ;  the  treafurer,  the  procurcur-generaly 
the  fecretaries  of  juftice,  and  the  governors, 
are  members  of  the  great.  In  the  great  coun- 
cil, the  little  is  included  :  as  in  the  cantons  of 
Zurich,  Berne,  and  Lucerne. 

t    '  -  The 
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The  civil  code  is  laconic,  unambiguous, 
£nd  fknple  ;  and,  where  this  code  is  ineffi- 
cient, the  Roman  code  is  confulted.  This  little 
jftate,  which  probably  contains  more  know- 
ledge and  wealth  than  comparatively  any- 
other  in  Europe,  is  lefs  troubled  with  law- 
fuits  than  any  other.  At  prefent,  they  only 
.enurnerate  five  advocates,  who  really  praftife  ; 
and  feven  attorneys.  Whoever  would  have 
a  perfect  idea  of  the  juftice  adminiltered  in 
this  city  muft  read  the  excellent  work  enti- 
tled Etat  civil  de  Geneve,  par  Francois  Afidrh 
Navilley  citoyen  de  Geneve. 

Manners  here  are  likewife  comparatively 
pure.  The  young  men  are  well  informed : 
the  education  of  the  women  is  no  lefs  carefully 
attended  to  ;  and  they  are  as  celebrated  for 
their  real  merit  as  for  their  charming  man- 
ners. At  Geneva,  it  is  almoft  become  pro- 
verbial to  fay,  "  Happy  the  children  who 
have  a  woman  to  inftrudt  them  !" 

There  is  an  excellent  law  of  the  republic, 
which  deferves  notice.  If  a  fon  do  not  pay 
his  father's  debts,  which  the  law  cannot 
oblige  him  to  do,  he  is  excluded  from  the 
enjoyment  of  every  public  office. 

The 
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The  fame  prohibition  extends  to  all  who 
have  not  paid  their  own  debts,  when  de- 
manded. The  corn  chamber  is  a  ufeful  in- 
ftitution.  Its  duty  is  to  take  care  that  a  cer- 
tain prefcribed  quantity  of  corn  {hall  always 
be  in  the  granary.  The  ftate  has  the  exclu- 
five  right  of  felling  corn  to  the  bakers.  It 
fometimes  gains  :  but  it  is  much  oftener  a 
confiderable  lofer. 

This  regulation  is  necefTary,  in  a  city  whofe 
fmall  territory  is  infufficient  for  its  own  con- 
fumption.  Supplies  of  grain  from  Savoy  are 
prohibited,  by  a  ftanding  order  of  the  King  of 
Sardinia.  It  is  true  that,  in  plentiful  years, 
this  prohibition  is  infringed  :  but,  in  times  of 
dearth,  it  is  but  the  more  ftriclly  enforced, 
and  adhered  to,  by  Savoy.  At  thefe  times, 
likewife,  fimilar  prohibitions  are  announced 
by  their  other  neighbours  :  France,  and  the 
Pays  de  Vaud. 

Thofe  who  imagine  that  this  privilege  ever 
degenerates  into  a  monopoly,  in  Geneva,  are 
very  little  acquainted  with  the  people,  and  the 
government.  The  number  of- the  people, 
according  to  the  accounts  delivered  in  lafl 
year,  was  twenty-fix  thoufand  one  hundred 

and 
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and  forty,  within  the  walls ;  and  nine-  thou- 
fand  without :  amounting  in  all  to  thirty-five 
thoufand  fouls. 

The  whole  territory  of  the  republic  confifts 
of  three  fquare  leagues  and  feven  hundred 
ells  :  allowing  twenty  leagues  to  a  degree  **. 

To  thofe  who  eftimate  the  importance  of 
a  ftate  by  the  extent  of  territory,  Geneva 
will  be  deemed  infignificant :  but  not  to  the 
philofopher.  The  proportion  of  men  and 
ftates,  to  him,  is  frequently  in  an  inverfe 
ratio  :  the  more  nearly  a  ftate  approaches  to 
the  condition  of  a  family,  the  more  power- 
fully is  its  character  unfolded  ;  and  the  more 
pure  is  the  play  of  the  fprings  by  which 
it  is  moved.  Rome  loft  itfelf  in  its  own 
magnitude.  Athens  and  Sparta  gave  laws  to 
THE  GREAT  KING  ;  before  they  extended 
their  own  territories, 

*  There  is  fome  error  of  the  prefs  here,  as  I  fuppofe  ! 
I  therefore  cite  the  original.  Der  umfang  der  gatizen 
republik  betr'dgt  drei  lieues  und  Jteben  hundertel  im  quadrat ; 
die  lieue  zu  ziuanzig  auf  einen  grad  gcrechnet.  Perhaps  the 
tyord  drei  ftiould  be  dreizehem  T* 
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Geneva,  ioth  O&ober  1791. 

I  CANNOT  forbear  to  tell  you  of  a 
large  alley  of  wild  chefnuts,  planted  on  the 
terrace  of  the  garden  of  St.  John,  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  league  from  the  city.  The  Rhone 
here  rufhes  beneath  our  feet ;  and,  oppofite 
the  Rhone  on  the  left,  the  Arve.  They  join 
their  dreams  on  the  right,  foon  after  the  Arve 
has  received  the  tributary  waters  of  a  beau- 
tiful rivulet.  The  waves  of  the  Arve,  which 
rifes  out  of  the  glaciers  of  Savoy,  are  troubled 
an4  pf  a  grey  colour;  like  other  mountain 
rivers,  before  they  are  purified  by  pafling 
through  a  lake.  The  Rhone,  on  the  contrary, 
having  traverfed  the  lake  of  Geneva,  is  as 
clear  as  the  waters  of  the  Rhine  at  SchafF- 
haufen.  The  courfe  of  the  two  rivers  is  de- 
lightful. 

Limited  by  thefe  ftreams,  the  garden  is  9, 
triangle,  the  bafe  of  which  is  the  city.  A 
pleafant  foreft  cafts  its  fhades  from  an  op- 
pofite hill.    The  mountains  of  Savoy  and  the 

rocky 
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roeky  Saleve  are  feen  at  a  diftance.  A  foot 
path  leads  up  to  a  fteep  height,  belide  the 
Rhone )  which,  where  it  is  leaft  fteep,  is 
planted  with  vineyards ;  and,  where  the  vine 
will  not  take  root,  the  ivy  climbs,  luxuriant 
and  daring  ;  the  moft  ornamental  of  the  vege- 
table tribe. 

I  went  down  to  examine  the  place  at  which 
the  rivers  join.  The  Arve  ft  ill  partakes  of 
its  fnow-cold  origin  5  and  the  Rhone,  in  com- 
parifon,  is  lukewarm.  As  far  as  the  eye  can 
diftinguifh,  the  difference  between  the  rivers 
is  perceptible.  The  Nymph  of  the  moun- 
tains ardently  nifties  upon  the  river  God,  who 
difcourteoufly  refifts  her  embrace.  He  has 
but  juft  left  the  lucid  arms  of  the  gentle  Naiades 
of  the  lake,  and  recedes  from  the  lefs  pure  and 
too  impetuous  Arve. 
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Geneva,  13th  October  1701* 

T 

IN  the  company  of  La  Rive,  his 
wife,  and  frieads,  who,  by  their  fociety,  have 

made 
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made  the  interesting  city  of  Geneva  more 
delightful,  we  have  taken  a  fhort  journey  into 
the  country.    The  paintings  of  La  Rive  will 
fatm  render  Mm  move  erfehrated,  among  our 
catmtrymeft,  than   he   is  at  prefent.  His 
earhr  oanicn  for  painting,  which  he  was  not 
fuffVred  to  indulge,  did  but  difcover  his  na- 
tural genius  the  more,  the  more  it  was  op- 
pofed.    In  this  country,  nature  fpeaks  with  a 
thoufand  tongues  ;  and  he,  whofe  geniira  form- 
ed him  to  be  a  landfcape  painter^  has  an  ear 
Xr>  hear  her  voice.    The  firft  attempts  of  La 
Rive  gave  tcliimony  of  his  abilities,  and 
juftified  his  paffion.    Nature  and  art  com- 
bined to  form  him  ;  while,  in  Italy,  he  chofe 
and  managed  his  fubjects  with  the  fineft  dis- 
crimination.   At  one  time,  his  ungovernable 
tempefts  would  terrify  the  fpectator  ;  at  ano- 
ther he  leads  him  among  the  cool  groves  in 
which  the  Zephyrs  appear  to  figh,  and  the 
rivulets  are  heard  to  murmur.    His  horfes 
and  cattle  are  animated  by  the  moft  deceptive 
expireflion  of  reality  ;  and  remind  me  of  the 
epigrams,  by  which  the  Grecian  poets  ren- 
dered the  brazen  cow,  the  mafter-piece  of 
Myron,  immortal. 

With  thefe  friends^  we  yeilerday  went  to 

Seligni, 
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Seligni,  which  is  three  leagues  from  Geneva, 
to  fee  the  father  of  La  Rive.  This  is  a  vil- 
lage, ftanding  in  the  territories  of  Geneva  ; 
but  furrounded  by  the  Pays  de  Vaud.  It 
confifts  partly  of  country  houfes,  and  partly 
of  farms ;  the  owners  of  which  are  wealthy. 
The  lake,  vineyards,  gardens,  groves,  and 
hills,  planted  with  the  vine,  may  be  feen  from 
this  place.  I  call  thofe  rows  of  the  vine, 
which  are  planted  between  the  corn,  vine- 
yards. The  cluftering  grapes  hang  in  bunches, 
from  pole  to  pole,  till  they  meet  in  luxuriant 
plenty. 

Palling  through  the  groves  of  Mr.  Naville, 
we  came  to  a  pleafant  walk  befide  a  brook, 
which  fometimes  winds  among  the  rocks, 
and  at  others  through  the  meadows.  Con- 
ducted by  nature,  it  rolls  over  {tones,  here 
forming  a  cafcade ;  there  a  pleafant  ifland ; 
and  at  a  third  place  it  mingles  its  waters  with 
another  rivulet.  Before  the  houfe,  there  is  a 
row  of  tall  {lender  plane  trees.  Over  the  lake, 
the  bold  rocks  of  Savoy  are  feen  ;  and,  oppo- 
fite  to  them,  the  neighbouring  Jura. 

We  fpent  yefterday  evening  and  the  greateft 
part  of  to-day  at  the  caftle  of  Prangin,  which 

lies 
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lies  beyond  Nyon,  with  a  lady  who  h  tile 
friend  of  La  Rive.  In  hofpitable  Switzerland* 
it  is  a  proverb  that  "  our  friend's  friend  is 
cur  friend  and  we  found  the  proverb  to  be 
true.  The  hilarity  of  the  vintage  added  new 
charms  to  this  delightful  place.  It  is  a  great 
pleafure  to  me  to  be  prefent  at  a  harveft  home  ; 
but  greater  ftill  at  a  vintage.  From  this  we 
receive  not  only  profit  but  pleafure,  as  an 
acceffary.  The  old  become  young*  and  in- 
fancy itfelf  is  active*  Little  children  of  five 
and  fix  years  of  age  trot  befide  their  mother, 
who  gathers  the  grapes,  and  help  to  bring  the 
full  bafkets  back  to  their  father,  at  the  wine 
prefs.  How  delighted  miift  he  be  to  fee  his 
lovely  boy  bring  the  teeming  fruit,  whofe  deln 
cious  juice  is  intended  to  invigorate  his  de- 
clining years ! 

That  the  great  Creator  defigned  to  provide 
us  with  food  is  taken  for  granted :  but  his  pa- 
ternal goodnefs  would  not  ftop  here.  He 
willed  that  we  mould  eat  in  joy.  Before  the 
fun  has  warmed  the  earth,  its  morning  rays 
announce  his  kindnefs ;  and  its  evening 
beams,  in  his  name,  lead  us  to  feek  repofe* 
The  flower  of  the  vegetable  affords  me  greater 

delight 
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HeTight  even  than  its  tafte:  the  cindering 
grape  more  than  the  waving  wheat,  "  Wine 
maketh  glad  the  heart  of  man." 

Yoa  know  that*  in  moft  of  the  vine  coun- 
tries of  Germany,  paffengers  are  allowed,  not 
only  to  pluck  and  eat  to  their  heart's  content, 
but  to  fill  their  pockets.  In  the  Pays  de  Vaud, 
this  is  not  permitted.  When  the  grapes  begin 
to  ripen,  the  vineyards  are  watched  :  he,  how- 
ever, who  guards  the  vineyard,  is  obliged  to 
give  thofe  who  wifh  to  eat  of  the  fruit  a 
bunch  of  grapes  in  each  hand. 


LETTER  XXVII. 

Geneva,  14th  October  1791. 

We  have  now  twice  vifited  Mr. 
Necker,  at  Copet.  People  had  complained  to 
rtie  of  the  cold  reception  they  had  met  with 
from  him,  and  the  diftance  of  his  manner.  I 
fuffered  them  to  talk,  but  I  knew  what  to 
think.  An  apparent  coldnefs  of  manner,  in  a 
man  whofe  heart  glowed  with  fenfations  like 
Vol,  I.  Y  his, 
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his,  and  whofe  mind  was  fo  enlightened,  could 
not  deceive  me  for  a  moment.  I  approached 
him  with  that  full  confidence  which  none  but 
great  men  can  infpire.  His  firft  afpect  filled 
me  with  a  mild  yet  penetrating  emotion ;  the 
vifible  flufhing  of  which  did  not  efcape  his 
notice.  I  found  myfelf  at  my  eafe,  in  the 
company  of  this  dignified  man  ;  and  was  con- 
vinced that  the  oftener  I  faw  him  the  more 
perfect  would  be  the  freedom  I  mould  feel. 

He  faid  little ;  but  the  little  he  did  fay  was 
worthy  of  himfelf.  A  few  excellent  remarks, 
concerning  his  enemies,  efcaped  him :  but 
they  were  delivered  in  a  mild,  moderate,  and 
noble  manner ;  though  without  any  fhade  of 
affefted  forbearance.  A  gentle  glow,  though 
fcarcely  vifible,  more  than  once  overfpread  his 
countenance.  It  was  a  beam,  from  the  warm 
and  intelligent  heart  of  a  great  man ;  a.  fpark 
of  that  fire  which  gives  immortality  to  his 
fame,  his  writings,  and  the  violence  of  his 
enemies. 

m 

I  have  here  come  in  company  and  become 
acquainted  with  Mounier.  It  was  interefting 
to  me  to  meet  a  man,  who,  with  courageous 
zeal,  prefled  the  inftituting  of  a  fecond  houfe  i 
in  the  National  Aflembly;  and  who  deve- 
loped, 
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loped,  to  the  prefent  times  and  to  pofterity, 
the  crimes  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  O&ober 
1790;  which,  to  the  fhame  of  France,  ftill 
remain  Unpunifhed. 


LETTER  XXVIIL 

Geneva,  16th  O&ober  1791. 

I  HAVE  again  vifited  the  library,  with  , 
pieafure,  which  I  had  feen  on  my  former  tra- 
vels: not  fo  muchbecaufe  of  the  books,  for  who 
can  learn  any  thing  from  fuch  numerous  vo- 
lumes at  a  fingle  vifit  ?  but  to  view  the  pic- 
tures of  the  great  and  celebrated  men,  by 
which  it  is  ornamented.  Among  them  are 
the  reformers ;  Wickliff,  Hufs,  Luther,  Cal- 
vin, Zuingle ;  many  heroes  ;  fuch  as  Henry 
the  Fourth  of  France  when  a  child,  Admiral 
Coligny,  the  valiant  Duke  of  Rohan,  who  is 
buried  in  the  principal  church,  Guftavus 
Adolphus  and  Charles  the  Twelfth  of  Sweden ; 
the  poets  and  philofophers ;  Marot,  Rabelais., 
La  Fontaine,  and  Hugo  Grotius  ;  with  many 
others,  whom  I  do  not  recoiled:,  arid  two  of 
our  noble  contemporaries,  Necker,  and  Bon- 
Y-2  net, 
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ttet,  who,  both  of  them  burghers  of  Geneva, 
do  honour  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Tronchin,  the  pofTeflbr  of  a  country 
houfe  near  the  city,  which  is  called  Les  Dclicesy 
a  friendly  and  lively  old  gentleman  of  feventy- 
eight,  has  a  very  beautiful  collection  of 
pictures. 

When  I  was  firft  at  Geneva,  fixteen  years 
ago,  the  fpirit  of  republicanifm  would  not 
endure  any  theatre  in  the  city.  In  the  year 
1782,  the  conftitution  being  very  ariftocratic, 
France  had  fufncient  influence  to  introduce  a 
company  of  players.  Since  that  time,  cards 
have  likewife  become  common.  Both  are 
continued,  though  the  old  conftitution  is  re- 
ftored  :  but  both  draw  the  attention  of  the 
citizens  from  the  difcuflion  of  the  principles 
of  freedom. 

Some  few  days  fince,  La  Rive  (you  mu!i 
not  confound  this  La  Rive  with  my  friend  the 
painter ;  but  La  Rive  the  famous  player  of 
Paris)  with  an  a&refs,  named  MademoifeMe 
Fleury,  came  here  ;  and  he  yefterday  played 
the  character  of  Tancred.  He  was  certainly 
born  with  great  talents.  His  attitude,  his  ap- 
pearance, and  the  exprefTion  of  his  eye,  are 
maflerly.  His  voice  is  fine,  and  entirely  at 
6  %  hi* 
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his  command.  According  to  the  French  man- 
ner and  art  of  acYmg,  he  is  indifputably  a 
great  performer:  but  you  know  how  dif- 
pleafing  to  me  the  French  manner  of  acting 
is ;  and,  according  to  my  conception,  how 
different  from  nature. 

Unhappy  people !  How  are  they  continu- 
ally turned  afide,  from  the  truth,  by  the  cold 
rules  and  inftitutes  of  their  philofophers, 
poets,  and  players!  Among  whom,  the  ten- 
der feeling  foul  of  Racine  himfelf  is  often 
untuned,  who,  thinking  themfelves  poffefTed 
by  the  fpirit  of  freedom,  prattle  of  moral 
and  political  regeneration ;  and  whofe  law- 
givers, leaving  Fenelon  and  Montefquieu  in 
neglect,  erect  ftatues  to  the  memory  of  Vol- 
taire ! 


LETTER  XXIX. 

Geneva,  17th  O&ober  179 1. 

We  have  been  to  Genthod  this  af- 
ternoon, to  vifit  Bonnet,     I  hoped  I  fhould 
often  have  feen  this  noble  fage,  whofe  writings 
I  have  for  years  fo  highly  admired;  but, 
Y  3  during 
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during  my  whole  flay  at  Geneva,  he  has  been 
fo  ill  that,  till  now,  he  has  not  been  able  to 
receive  vifitors. 

He  has  lived  for  Several  years  at  his  houfe 
in  the  country  ;  and  does  not  remove  to  town 
in  the  winter.  Genthod  lies  on  a  delightful 
height,  not  far  from  the  lake,  about  a  league 
from  Geneva.  In  thefe  charming  regions,  he 
watches  and  frequently  detects  Nature  in  her 
molt  fecret  operations:  for  £he  willingly  dis- 
covers herfelf,  to  men  whofe  hearts  and  minds 
are  as  pure  as  thofe  of  Bonnet.  Making  ex^» 
perience  his  guide,  he  fteps  more  fecurely  than 
many  of  the  famous  philofophers  of  our  age  ; 
dedicating  his  hours  and  underftanding  to 
truth;  and  revering  religion,  with  purity,  in- 
telligence, and  ardour. 

His  language  and  his  eyes  beamed  with  in- 
tellect. His  works,  which  inftrucl:  the  fage 
.and  entertain  the  unlearned,  frequently  trace 
the  minuteft  objects  up  to  their  great  fir  ft 
caufe;  and  he  is  equally  happy  in  the  depth 
of  his  obfervations  and  his  fublime  views  of 
the  grandeur  and  immenfity  of  Nature. 

When  the  immortal  author  of  the -Mefliah 
raifed  the  enlightened  fpirit  of  Rahel  from  the 
grave,  before  the  refurrection,  while  the  duft 

of 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  327 

of  the  body  began  to  be  in  motion,  uncon- 
fcious  of  the  approaching  tranfition,  alike 
unconfcious  that  the  duft  was  his  own,  the 
fpirit  flood 

Amazed  to  mark  the  eternal  change !  And  great 
And  fmall  incomprehenfible  alike  ! 

So  ftands  this  worthy  fage,  cheerful,  on  the 
brink  of  the  grave ;  well  knowing  how  foon 
it  is  to  receive  him ;  and  joyfully  expecting 
the  event.  Meanwhile,  he  remains  deep  in 
obfervation, 

Amazed  to  mark  the  eternal  change  !  And  great 
And  fmall  incomprehenfible  alike  ! 

Happy  the  man  who  gathers  the  fruits  of 
wifdom,  and  gathers  for  eternity! 


LETTER  XXX. 

'*    Turin,  24th  Oftober  1791. 

We  left  Geneva  on  the  1 8th,  having 
firft  hired  vetturini,  or  guides,  who  have 
brought  us  to  Turin.    Thefe  people  never 
make  a  long  day's  journey,   On  the  contrary, 
Y  4  they 
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they  travel  flowly  :  but  they  are  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  country,  and  like  wife  with  the 
charge^  which  ought  to  be  made  at  inns;  at 
which,  unlcfs  a  man  be  well  verfed  in  fucli 
affairs,  he  is  likely  to  be  ill  ferved  and  much 
impofed  on.  Befide  that  the  infolence  of 
Italian  poftboys  is  exceedingly  great.  I  there- 
fore think  this  the  beft  way  of  travelling. 
The  guide  who  conducted  our  chaife  is  a 
Neapolitan ;  and  comes  from  Lena,  in  the 
ditt ric~l  of  Otranto.  We  have  every  reafon  to 
be  fatisfied  with  him  ;  and  I  hope  he  will  cor\r 
tinue  with  us  during  our  journey  through 
Italy.  He  is  very  lively,  appears  to  be  honeft, 
and  is  a  good  driver.  His  mules,  decorated 
with  bells,  are  not  quick ;  but  ftrong,  and 
fure.    His  rvame  is  Guido  Oroncio  % 

About  a  quarter  of  a  league  after  we  left 
Geneva,  we  entered  the  duchy  of  Savoy, 
The  country  is  fruitful,  and  furrounded  by 
mountains  at  fome  diftance  :  yet  the  valley 
foon  becomes  narrow,  and  appearances  change. 
About  noon,  as  we  approached  the  village  of 
Frangy,  we  faw  below  us  a  valley  abounding 
\n  chefnut  and  walnut  trees ;  in  which  wcr- 

*  I  have  fince  difcovered  that  the  bad  reputation  which 
Italian  poii-boys  have  acquired  is  unmerited 

crowds, 
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crowds  of  men  and  cattle,  it  being  a  fair  for 
the  latter.  The  poor  but  joyous  Savoyards 
did  not  belie  their  character:  loud  mirth, 
yet  not  riotous,  rang  through  the  valley,  and 
brightened  in  their  faces.  Buyers  and  fellers 
appeared  with  their  wares ;  and  feemed  fatis- 
fied  with  their  bargains,  and  with  each  other. 

The  horned  cattle  are  a  large  fine  breed, 
though  ftill  not  comparable  to  thofe  of  Swit- 
zerland. The  goats  are  extremely  beautiful : 
the  fwine  very  large,  fleek,  and  all  of  them 
black. 

We  remained  all  night  at  Riimilly;  a  dirty 
Jittle  town,  with  a  no  lefs  dirty  inn.  As 
the  chambers  were  all  but  one  engaged,  the 
landlord  fent  to  a  man ;  who  kindly  furnifhed 
me  and  my  wife  with  a  good  and,  what  is 
not  ufual  in  Savoy,  a  clean  chamber.  We 
found  the  worthy  old  man  and  his  aged  wTife 
fitting  by  the  fire-fide.  Of  nine  children, 
which  me  had  borne  him,  they  had  only  one 
fon  living ;  and  he  was  then  at  Annecy,  lan- 
guishing with  a  lingering  and  dangerous 
dijfeafe.  Affaulted  by  age,  by  grief,  by  the 
lofs  of  their  dead  children,  and  by  the  ficknefs 
pf  the  laft,  whom  they  might  probably  furvive, 

they 
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they  behaved  with  noble  firmnefs  and  mild 
refignation  to  the  will  of  God. 

On  the  19th,  about  noon,  we  arrived  at 
Chamberry,  the  chief  town  of  the  duchy; 
which  contains  about  thirteen  thoufand  in- 
habitants. Notwithstanding  jhat  many  of  the 
nobility  winter  there,  the  town  is  ill  built : 
but  its  fruitful  neighbourhood,  and  the  or- 
chards that  {hade  the  valleys,  make  it  very 
pleafant.  There  are  many  country  houfes 
near  the  town  ;  and  many  of  thofe  which  are 
in  the  town  itfelf  lie  at  a  diftance  from  the 
ftreets,  buried  among  their  charming  gardens, 
and  feeming  rather  to  belong  to  the  country 
than  the  town. 

We  paffed  the  evening  at  Montmelian,  the 
wine  of  which  is  fo  famous  in  this  country. 
That  however  which  they  gave  us,  at  the  inn, 
was  not  very  good  ;  but  of  that  kind  of  com- 
mon Italian  red  wine  wThich  is  called  Vino 
Brufco  *  ;  in  oppofition  to  the  Vino  Amabile  *j\ 

The  farther  we  proceeded  up  the  country 
the  more  narrow  the  valleys  became,  and  the 
grandeur  of  nature  increafed.  In  the  forenoon 
of  the  20th,  we  journeyed  along  the  Ifere  \ 

*  Rough  wine.  f  Smooth  or  pleafant  wine. 

which 
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which  rifes  in  the  mountains  of  Savoy,  and, 
running  into  France,  empties  itfelf  into  the 
Rhone.  It  receives  the  waters  of  the  Arc, 
not  far  from  Aiguebelle ;  and  we  faw  the 
courfe  of  the  latter,  till  we  came  to  the  foot  of 
Mount  Cenis. 

Our  journey  in  the  afternoon  lay  among 
rocky  declivities,  and  fteep  mountains.  Be-^ 
tween  thefe  rocks,  and  high  up  the  mountains, 
we  faw  the  young  green  winter  corn  ;  as  like^ 
wife  vine  plants,  fruit  trees,  and  wild  (hrubs. 
The  induftry  with  which  the  fields  of  Savoy 
are  cultivated  is  wonderfully  contrafted  with 
the  uncleanlinefs  of  their  inns.  That  which 
we  found  in  the  evening,  at  La  Chambre,  was 
rather  more  uncleanly  than  is  ufual,  even  in 
this  country.  The  ftaircafe  that  leads  to  the 
chambers  is  ufually  narrow,  and  dirty ;  and 
the  chamber  itfelf  generally  contains  large 
ftoves,  with  three  canopy  beds,  the  duft  of 
w^hich  does  not  appear  for  years  to  have  been 
difturbed.  You  fhrink  back  with  difguft, 
when  you  look  at  the  old  tattered  dirty-co- 
loured coverlid  ;  and  the  reft  of  the  furni- 
ture correfponds  with  that  of  the  bed.  A 
large  chimney  is  the  moft  agreeable  thing  in 
the  apartment.    Fortunately,  the  cooking  is 

not 
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not  fo  bad  as  might  be  expe&ed.  If  how- 
ever you  wim  to  eat  with  an  appetite,  you 
muft  take  care  not  to  caft  your  eye  toward 
the  kitchen.  Neither  will  you  be  much 
tempted  to  examine  the  waiting  maid,  who  is 
generally  as  like  the  Spanifh  beauty,  Mari- 
tornes,  which  Cervantes  has  defcribed,  as  one 
drop  of  foul  water  is  to  another.  However, 
they  are  very  diligent ;  and  do  any  thing 
they  are  bid,  with  a  good  will. 

On  the  21ft,  we  pafled  places  which  re- 
minded me  of  thofe  wild  piofpects  that  are 
perhaps  exaggerated  in  pictures;  and  that  had 
aftonifhed  me  during  my  childhood.  From 
one  rocky  valley  we  pafled,  through  fmall 
openings,  into  another.  Some  of  thefe  valleys 
confift  of  nothing  more  than  the  broad  flinty 
bed  of  the  Arc  ;  which,  half  dried  up  in  fum- 
mer,  leaves  fmall  flony  iflands,  which  the  in- 
duftrious  people  plant  with  vegetables.  Con- 
tinuing among  thefe  fteep  rocks,  the  road 
winds  fometimes  on  one  fide  of  the  river  and 
at  others  on  the  oppofite ;  having  been  dug, 
with  unfpeakable  labour  :  and  every  now  and 
then  fmall  valleys  open  upon  us,  where  the 
vine  reclines  againft  the  black  flate,  and  where 
little  fpots  of  land  are  cultivated  by  the  fpade ; 
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it  being  impoffible  to  approach  them  with  the 
plough.  The  induftrious  Savoyard  frequently 
carries  earth,  in  bafkets,  to  bed  the  rocks ; 
while  the  fpouting  waters  ftream  below,  over 
the  rufhing  of  which  bold  and  high  vaulted 
bridges  are  thrown.  Wherever  the  valley 
becomes  very  narrow,  it  is  wholly  filled  by  the 
Arc. 

What  were  the  means  that  Hannibal  em- 
ployed, before  roads  were  made,  to  pafs  thefe 
valleys  ?  The  recollection  of  this  great  man 
gave  us  animation.  We  contemplated  the 
pathlefs  rocks,  among  which  he,  his  army, 
and  his  elephants,  marched.  We  beheld  the 
numerous  ft  ones,  which,  thrown  from  the 
heights  above,  lie  fcattered  in  the  ftream. 

Who  can  fay  but  they  might  be  the  artillery 
which  the  wild  inhabitants  of  the  Alps  dif- 
charged  at  the  Carthaginians,  when  they  firft 
beheld  the  fan&ity  of  impaffable  nature  thus 
violated  ?  What  a  hero  was  Hannibal !  He 
who  began  his  afTault  upon  Rome  by  an  en- 
terprife  fo  incredible  !  whole  great  foul  no 
difficulties  could  appal,  and  in  whom  his 
Carthaginians,  his  warlike  Numidians,  and 
Spaniards,  and  his  (lingers  of  the  baleares,  put 
fuch  implicit  confidence  !  v 

The 
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The  high  mountains  feemed  to  imprifoti 
the  horizon.  Wherever  they  open,  the  fhi- 
ning  glaciers  appear  in  contraft  with  the  dark 
blue  of  that  fmall  part  of  heaven  which  is  vi- 
fible.  Every  where  cafcades  are  feen,  pouring 
their  waters  into  the  ftream. 

Among  thefe  wild  diftridts,  we  faw  a  man 
employed  in  collecting  the  beautiful  faffron 
flower,  which  is  fowed  among  the  black 
ftones.  It  is  diftinguifhed  from  the  lovely 
meadow  faffron,  which  blooms  in  Swabia  and 
Switzerland,  toward  the  end  of  the  fumrrier 
and  during  the  whole  of  autumn,  by  a  deeper 
violet  colour,  and  by  its  beautiful  dark  piftils, 
which  conftitute  the  faffron  ;  the  ufe  of  which 
is  fo  excellent. 

Where  the  rocky  declivities  are  not  too 
fteep,  and  are  not  entirely  rendered  barren  by 
the  torrents  of  rain,  there  confiderably  tall 
chefnuts  and  walnut  trees  flourifh.  Every 
fpot  of  earth  is  cultivated  ;  but  fome  cf  the 
valleys  have  no  fpots  of  earth  :  for  the  wild 
waves  of  the  Arc  rufh  over  ftones,  and  form 
cataracts  that  foam  and  thunder  down  the 
perpendicular  rock. 

In  the  evening,  we  arrived  at  Modane ;  a 
little  village,  which  is  five  leagues  from  the 
7  foot 
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foot  of  Mount  Cenis.  We  rofe  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  that  we  might  begin 
our  day's  journey  by  four  :  but  dreadful  tor- 
rents of  rain,  which  often  in  thefe  parts  fweep 
down  huge  ftones,  and  pines,  to  the  danger  of 
the  traveller,  obliged  us  to  wait  till  the  ftorrm 
was  over. 

The  morning  was  clear  after  this  tern- 
peftuous  night ;  and,  about  fix  o'clock,  we  fet 
forward,  and  frequently  faw  the  tops  of  the 
glaciers,  dazzling  with  the  rofy  beams  of  the 
rifing  fun.  The  mountains  around  us  were 
like  wife  covered  with  fnow  :  while  the  au- 
tumnal yellow  foliage  of  the  birch,  the  pale 
leaves  of  the  larch  tree,  and  the  dark  ever- 
green of  the  pine,  {haded  the  high  rocky  road. 
We  faw  however  that  the  higher  we  went  the 
lefs  flouriihing  was  the  vegetation  around  us. 
The  young  winter-crops,  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  became  the  only  verdure  below  the 
rocks. 

From  thefe  narrow  winding  valleys,  which 
are  connected  by  fmall  openings  with  each 
other,  Mount  Cenis  is  firft  feen,  at  the  diftance 
of  about  half  a  league.  The  little  town  of 
Laneburg  ftands  at  its  feet,  in  a  wild  fituation, 
built  with  materials  dug  rough  from  the  rock, 

and 
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and  roofed  with  flate  :  which,  that  the  wine? 
may  not  carry  it  away,  is  overlaid  with  {tones.; 
We  arrived  about  noon  ;  and,  at  this  place,* 
our  carriages  were  taken  to  pieces,  and  mule9 
and  litters  procured.  About  half  an  hour  after 
two,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey. 

My  wife  was  borne  in  a  covered  litter  by 
fix  men  ;  two  carrying  at  a  time,  and  reliev- 
ing each  other.  The  foremoft  had  leather 
ftraps  acrofs  his  moulders  ;  and  held  a  rope  in 
his  hand,  which  was  fattened  to  the  pack-fad* 
die  of  a  lightly  loaded  mule  ;  by  which,  as  he 
went,  he  was  helped  along.  We  men  rode  on 
mules;  as  likewife  did  Erneft,  to  his  great  joy* 

The  road  is  fteep,  and  very  uneven,  being 
full  of  large  ftones.  W e  had  not  afcended 
above  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  we  faw  the 
fnow,  covering  the  pine,  and  other  green  trees. 
After  a  time,  we  faw  nothing  but  ftunted 
leaflefs  fhrubs ;  and  the  rain,  which  had  ac- 
companied us  when  we  fet  out,  was  now 
changed  into  large  fleaks  of  fnow.  It  was 
fomething  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half  be- 
fore we  arrived  at  the  higheit  part  over  which 
the  road  went,  and  which  then  continues 
about  three  quarters  of  a  league  through  a 
broad  valley,  lying  between  the  high  fummits 

of 
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of  the  mountain,  which  heights  no  man  can 
poflibly  afcend.  In  this  lofty  valley  is  a  lake, 
which  is  juftly  celebrated  for  its  trout.  We 
took  fome  refrefhment,  at  an  inn  on  Mount 
Cenis ;  and  dried  our  clothes  by  the  fire, 
which  was  a  great  pleafure. 

We  then  continued  our  journey.  How- 
ever, I  would  not  fuffer  my  fori  to  mount  his 
mule  again,  but  put  him  into  an  uncovered 
litter.  I  could  perceive  I  very  much  damped 
his  joy  ;  but  I  foon  had  reafon  to  congratulate 
myfelf,  at  having  fo  done.  The  great  expec- 
tations I  had  formed  of  Mount  Cenis  had  been 
partly  difappointed :  but  they  were  foon  very 
highly  exceeded.  As  we  continued  our  jour- 
ney downward,  we  came  to  a  high  fantaftical 
crag  ;  after  which  the  defcent  was  one  unin- 
terrupted zig  zag.  Steep  as  the  mountain  is, 
on  the  fide  of  Savoy,  it  is  {till  much  fteeper, 
and  much  higher,  on  that  of  Piedmont. 
The  Semar,  a  rivulet,  which  takes  its  rife  in 
the  lake  on  the  mountain,  dafnes  down  among 
the  rocks,  and  forms  an  uncommonly  beau- 
tiful cafcade.  It  then  nifties  through  a  high 
valley,  and  feparates  Savoy  from  Piedmont. 
At  Sufa,  it  falls  into  the  Dora  ;  which,  at  Tu- 
rin, is  mingled  with  the  Po. 

Vol.  L  Z  Here 
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Here,  the  charms  of  Savoy  took  a  kind  of 
folemn  leave  of  us:  being  feparated  from  Pied- 
mont by  rocks  of  a  ftrange  appearance,  and 
thundering  cataracls.  We  continued  onward 
for  fome  leagues,  over  a  fteep  and  (tony  road, 
full  of  fhort  turnings,  having  high  rocks  on 
one  fide  of  us,  and  on  the  other  deep  preci- 
pices. 

The  mules,  that  travel  thefe  roads,  are  un- 
commonly fluggifh.  If  you  are  a  little  way  be- 
hind, you  may  with  great  difficulty  bring  your 
mule  into  a  trot  3  and  then  the  followers  will 
trot  after  ;  but  to  make  your  own  mule  over- 
take and  pafs  the  firft  is  a  thing  almoft  impof- 
fible.  There  are  few  places,  however,  in 
which  the  traveller  has  any  defire  to  trot. 
When  the  road  is  fteep,  and  encumbered  with 
almoft  impaflable  ftones,  the  rider  muft  throw 
the  bridle  on  the  neck  of  the  mule.  The  ani- 
mal then  makes  continual  windings  as  he  goes 
down  the  declivity  ;  proceeding  to  the  very 
edge  of  the  precipice,  and  then  turning  fhort 
about.  The  mules  are  fhod  with  thin  plates 
of  iron  ;  which  are  turned  up,  and  are  con- 
fiderably  wider  than  the  fore- part  of  the  hoof. 
With  thefe  they  tread  fafely,  and  do  not  run 
the  rifk  of  getting  fmall  ftones  between  the 

fhoe 
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flioe  and  the  hoof,  which  would  make  their 
ftep  infecure. 

We  were  ftill  a  league  from  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  when  night  approached.  It  was  fo 
dark  that  I  was  obliged  to  open  the  glafs  of 
mv  watch,  to  fee  what  it  was  o'clock.  The 
fure-footed  mules  ftili  went  on,  but  with  the 
nofe  to  the  ground,  and  continually  approach- 
ing the  very  brink  of  the  precipice,  then  turn- 
ing fhort,  but  occafionally  flopping  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  looking  down.  At  length  I  dis- 
mounted ;  for  the  road  by  this  light  was  ex- 
tremely difficult,  and  fcarcely  to  be  dilHn- 
guifhed  from  the  precipices.  The  noife  of 
ftreams,  hurrying  among  the  rocks,  thundered 
in  our  ears  ;  and  their  froth  by  night  was  fear- 
fully beautiful.  How  happy  was  I  that  I  had 
not  fuffered  Erneft  to  ride,  over  roads  like 
thefe,  and  under  fuch  circumftances  !  He 
muft  have  been  in  great  danger;  for  I  often 
ftaggered,  and  ftepped  into  holes  among  the 
high  ftones. 

At  laft,  we  arrived  at  Noralefe,  a  little 
town  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  ;  and  I  own 
my  heart  rejoiced  to  meet  my  wife  and  fon 
again  in  fafety.  The  country  considered,  we 
Z  2  found 
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found  the  inn  very  good  ;  and  fuch  as  would 
be  thought  tolerable  in  Germany. 

We  purfued  our  journey,  yefterday,  among 
fruitful  valleys,  and  furrounded  by  rocks  and 
mountains,  which  were  clothed  with  trees. 
Moft  of  thefe  valleys  are  tolerably  extenfive, 
and  cultivated  with  great  induftry.  We  felt  in 
the  mildnefs  of  the  air,  and  we  faw,  in  the 
frefhnefs  of  the  vegetation,  that  the  Alps  were 
on  our  backs  fheltering  us  from  the  north. 
The  vine  is  not  planted  here  after  the  Ger- 
man manner,  but  in  rows  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance ;  the  fprouts  carried  from  tree  to  tree  ; 
or,  from  pole  to  pole,  pendant  over  little  fide 
laths  ;  and  forming  bowers.  Between  thefe 
wide  rows,  we  often  faw  fcattered  ears  of 
Turkifh  wheat,  or  maize  ;  and  often  young 
winter  wheat.  The  land  is  partitioned  by 
broad  furrows  into  high  fmall  beds,  like  gar- 
den beds,  each  about  an  ell  wide  ;  and  drains 
are  likewife  cut  through  it,  of  a  great  depth. 
I  imagine  that  thefe  valleys  are  often  inun- 
dated, by  the  waters  that  pour  down  the  moun- 
tain ;  and  that  the  torrents  make  the  furrows 
and  the  railed  beds  of  this  country  neceffary. 

I  recoiled  to  have  feen  fimilar  furrows  in 

Bohemia ; 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  341 

Bohemia  ;  though  not  fo  broad  as  thefe  of 
Piedmont ;  and  the  land  was  there  caft  into  a 
rounder  form.  Many  mulberry  trees  here 
ftand  in  rows,  upon  the  ploughed  lands  :  on 
which  we  likewife  find  the  poplar,  walnut, 
and  chefnut  tree.  In  the  gardens,  we  meet 
with  the  cyprefs,  and  fig  tree,  of  a  height 
which  they  do  not  attain  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Alps. 

The  profpect  of  the  Alps  at  our  backs  was 
truly  grand.  They  not  only  feparate  us  from 
Savoy,  but  they  cut  off  our  new  world  from 
the  old  ;  where  all  that  was  honourable,  all 
that  diftinguifhed  civilized  man  from  the  bar- 
barian, the  torch  of  fcience,  the  pleafures 
derived  from  the  arts,  nay  the  holy  fire  of 
religion  itfelf,  took  birth.  Italy  was  clofely 
connected  with  Greece  ;  colonies  from  which, 
being  fent  into  the  lower  parts  of  this  country, 
communicated  to  them  the  name  of  Grsecia 
Magna.  Others  of  the  Grecian  people  inha- 
bited Afia  Minor  ;  and  their  colonies  fpread 
over  the  coafts  of  Aha  and  of  Africa.  Gre- 
cian kings  fat  likewife  on  the  antient  throne 
of  the  Pharaohs ;  before  Egypt  became  a 
Roman  province. 

The  dominions  of  Rome  included  all  the 
Z  3  nations 
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nations  that  were  bounded  by  the  Mediterra- 
nean. I  hope  foon  to  ftand  on  the  fhores  of 
this  fea  ;  the  waves  of  which  have  fo  often 
warned  Italy,  Sicily,  the  ruins  of  Carthage, 
and  the  havens  of  Greece,  in  Europe  and  in 
Afia.  Of  Greece  !  in  which  favoured  country 
every  river,  and  every  mountain,  is  become 
famous  ;  in  hiftory,  in  poetry,  and  in  mytho- 
logy :  here  while  I  ftand,  the  iflands  of  the 
Archipelago  will  rife  to  remembrance  5  with 
myft ic  Egypt  5  and  the  facred  children  of 
Ifrael  :  a  people,  who,  in  their  hiftory,  and 
by  their  prophets,  firft  foretold  the  coming  of 
the  Son  of  truth  and  love  :  He  whofe  pure 
fpirit,  not  limited  by  alps  and  feas,  fpreading 
from  the  Ganges  to  the  Frozen  Ocean,  ani- 
mates and  enlightens  the  fons  of  men.  'Tis 
true  his  beams  are  fometimes  darkened,  by 
the  nfing  vapours  of  earth:  but,  before  the 
end  of  time  (hall  come,  they  mail  afcend  to 
their  native  heaven. 

With  thoughts  like  thefe,  I  looked  back 
upon  the  white  Alps,  linked  to  each  other ; 
and  among  which  the  Rochemelon  advanced 
its  craggy  front,  fuperior  to  the  reft. 

At  Sufa,  the  valley  becomes  narrow,  and 
forms  the  celebrated  pafs  of  that  name  ;  which 
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is  ftrengthened  by  the  fortrefs  of  Brunette, 
commanding  two  valleys,  and  (landing  oppo- 
fite  to  the  fortrefs  of  Briancon,  on  the  confines 
of  France.  We  halted,  at  noon,  at  the  little 
town  of  St.  Ambrofio  ;  in  the  front  of  which 
the  monaftery  of  St.  Michael  is  feen  at  a  dis- 
tance, on  the  top  of  a  high  mountain. 

Between  St.  Ambrofio  and  Rivoli,  the  val- 
leys widen  ;  and  many  ruins,  of  antient  caftles, 
are  feen  among  the  mountains.  The  parts 
around  are  fertile,  and  pleafant.  Rivoli  is  a 
fmall  town  ;  overlooked  by  a  royal  caftle,  built 
on  a  hill.  In  Turin,  the  gates  are  fhut  early  ; 
we  were  therefore  obliged  to  remain  all  night 
in  a  large  but  wretched  and  exceffively  dirty 
inn. 

Being  informed  that  there  was  a  comic 
opera,  we  went  out  of  curiofity  to  the  theatre, 
which  is  fmall,  and  found  it  entirely  full. 
The  audience,  with  great  politenefs,  infilled 
upon  our  being  feated  in  very  good  places ; 
which  had  certainly  been  previoufly  taken. 
The  performers  were  better  dreffed  than 
might  have  been  expected,  in  fo  fmall  a  place. 
The  native  talents  of  comedy  were  very  con- 
fpicuous,  in  the  acting  of  a  man  who  perform- 
ed the  part  of  an  old  lover.  A  fymphony 
Z  4  was 
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was  vociferoufly  called  for,  between  the  acts  ; 
and  the  players  were  loudly  applauded  in 
many  of  the  fcenes.  At  the  conclufion  of  a 
duet,  between  the  old  lover  and  his  young 
miftrefs,  there  were  two  parties,  who  were 
very  eager  in  exclaiming  Bravo  !  and  Brava  ! 
fome  applauding  the  man,  and  others  the 
woman. 

The  paflion  for  theatrical  exhibitions  ap- 
pears to  be  born  with  the  Italians.  A  little 
boy,  about  five  years  old,  flood  at  the  corner 
before  the  orcheftra  on  a  fmall  plank,  at  lead 
two  ells  high,  with  his  arms  round  a  pillar, 
and  his  attention  fixed  on  the  performers. 
We  were  unable  to  enter  into  the  paffion  of 
the  fcene  with  the  ardour  teftified  by  the  fpec- 
tators,  and  we  left  the  theatre  long  before  the 
conclufion  of  the  piece. 

We  departed  early  in  the  morning  from 
the  uncleanly  town  of  Rivoli,  and  proceeded 
to  Turin,  which  is  only  two  leagues  diftant. 
The  road  is  in  a  ftraight  line,  uncommonly 
fpacious,  with  a  ditch  on  each  fide,  that  is 
planted  with  a  row  of  large  elms. 

The  extenfive  plains  of  Lombardy,  the  fer- 
tility of  which  have  been  famous  for  thefe 
thoufand  years,  begin  on  this  fide  Rivoli.  It 

was 
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was  to  thefe  plains  that  Hannibal  pointed,  as 
a  recompenfe  to  his  army,  for  the  labours  of 
their  march,  and  as  the  feat  of  future  vidtory, 
for  which  the  hero  was  their  guarantee.  They 
extend  over  Piedmont,  Milan,  Mantua,  and 
the  Venetian  territory,  as  far  as  the  Adriatic. 
The  lands  are  excellent,  and  mulberry  trees 
are  frequently  planted  among  the  corn.  At 
fome  diftance,  high  hills  are  feen  ;  which  are 
clothed  with  vineyards  and  fruit  trees.  Be- 
hind us  and  on  each  fide,  curving  and  form- 
ing a  crefcent,  the  lordly  Alps  appeared,  co- 
vered with  fnow  ;  and  among  them  the  Vifo, 
and  the  {till  more  lofty  Rochemelon,  advanced 
in  fearful  grandeur.  Right  before  us  and 
fome  leagues  beyond  Turin,  we  faw  the  mag- 
nificent monaftery  called  the  Superga,  built 
upon  a  mountain. 

The  beauty  of  the  great  obje&s  around  us, 
and  the  brightnefs  of  the  morning,  infpired 
our  hearts  with  joy ;  which  was  fuddenly 
difturbed  by  a  fight  of  horror.  Immediately 
before  us,  on  the  high  road,  we  faw  people 
affembled  at  an  inn,  and  alked  our  vetturino 
what  was  the  matter.  E  un  amma%%ato  I  It 
\s  a  man  murdered  !  faid  he ;  but  that  is  no- 
thing 
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thing  to  you  or  me  :  let  us  go  on  and  take  no 
notice. 

I  and  Nicolovius  went  up  to  the  crowd,  and 
there  faw  a  handfome  young  man,  who  had 
received  a  deep  wound  with  a  knife  in  the 
chin,  and  another  that  went  to  the  heart. 
During  the  night,  he  and  the  murderer  had 
been  heard  quarrelling  together.  My  wife's 
maid,  who  had  feen  him  lie  as  fhe  paffed  by  in 
the  other  chaife,  thought  fhe  recolle&ed  in  him 
a  young  man  whom  fhe  had  remarked  at  the 
inn  the  evening  before  ;  and  who,  being  at 
play  with  another  at  mora^  and  having  loft, 
had  been  quarrelling. 

This  game  has  coft  many  men  their  lives. 
It  is  played  by  two  men,  holding  up  more  or 
lefs  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  each  againft  the 
other,  and  both  calling,  while  the  hand  is 
raifing,  the  numbers  which  they  refpe&ively 
choofe.  This  is  entirely  guefs:  yet  the 
Italians  maintain  that  a  good  player,  the  mo- 
ment he  fees  the  hand  of  his  opponent,  before 
it  is  half  opened,  can  tell  how  many  fingers 
he  will  extend.  The  Italians  are  fo  paffion- 
ately  addicted  to  this  game  that  no  laws 
can  induce  them  to  renounce  it ;  and  the 

quicknefs 
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quicknefs  with  which  they  play  is  incredi- 
ble. 

The  murderer  of  the  man  we  faw  efcaped  ; 
and,  during  the  laft  night,  not  far  from  the 
fame  place,  another  man  was  robbed  and  mur- 
dered. The  Piedmontefe  are  juftly  accufed 
of  a  propenfity  to  drunkennefs,  and  of  being 
fcandaloufly  rapacious,  which  induces  them 
to  commit  murder  in  cold  blood.  But  how  is 
it  poffible  that,  in  fo  active  a  government  as 
that  of  Sardinia,  no  decifive  regulations  mould 
have  taken  place,  fufBcient  to  redrefs  this 
evil  ?  How  confpicuous  does  this  make  the 
character  of  nations  !  Among  the  inhabitants 
of  Savoy,  under  the  very  fame  government, 
the  traveller  is  in  perfect  fecurity  :  while,  on 
the  plains  of  Piedmont,  and  in  the  very  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  metropolis,  a  man  may  be 
murdered  at  an  inn,  or  on  the  high  road. 

We  arrived  at  Turin  before  ten  in  the 
morning.    Peace  be  with  you. 
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Turin,  27th  O&ober  1 79  r. 

TlJRIN  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful 
and  moft  antient  cities  in  Europe.    Fable  de- 
rives its  origin  from  a  pretended  Phetontes, 
brother  of  the  Egyptian  god  Ofiris,  who  is 
faid  to  have  lived  fifteen  hundred  years  be- 
fore the  birth  of  Chrift  and  to  have  founded 
this  place.    Its  large  river  we  are  told  derives 
its  name  from  his  fon  Eridanus.    The  later 
Romans  called  it  Padus,  and  it  is  now  called 
the  Po.    According  to  thefe  fables,  the  city's 
name,  Turin,  was  given  it  in  honour  of  the 
Egyptian  god  Apis  ;  whom  the  people  wor- 
fhipped  under  the  fymbol  of  a  bull :  as  if  the 
antient  Egyptians  could  have  fpoken  Greek  ! 
It  would  have  feemed  more  probable  had  a 
Grecian  origin  been  afcribed  to  the  town,  and 
its  antient  name  Taurafia  derived  from  the 
junction  of  the  Dora  with  the  Po  ;  or  from 
the  craters  of  the  latter.    It  was  cuftomary, 
for  the  antients,  to  compare  a  ftream  with 
two  arms,  or  with  high  waves,  to  the  horns 
of  a  bull. 

q  The 
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The  accounts  given  by  hiftory  are  more 
worthy  of  attention  ;  and  from  thefe  we  learn 
that  Taurafia,  which  was  then  its  name,  was 
the  chief  city  of  the  Ligurians,  and  the  firft 
which  Hannibal  took,  after  his  paflage  over 
the  Alps.  The  fame  of  this  wonderful  man 
gives  a  greater  fplendour  even  to  the  people 
he  conquered  than  any  that  fable  could  im- 
part. 

Some  centuries  afterward,  under  the  reign 
of  the  Csefars,  the  Romans  fent  a  colony  to  this 
place  ;  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Augufta  Tau- 
rinorum. 

The  fituation  of  Turin  is  uncommonly 
beautiful ;  and,  as  moft  travellers  have  re- 
marked, very  much  refembles  that  of  Drefden. 

The  charming  Fo  winds  along  one  part  of 
the  city,  which  is  furrounded  with  hills,  and 
mountains,  that  afford  numerous  profpefis ; 
embellifhed  with  vineyards,  groves,  country 
feats,  and  gardens.  Beyond  the  neighbouring 
heights  and  hills,  the  long  range  of  Alps,  co- 
vered with  fnow  and  fearful  in  grandeur,  rife ; 
and  fuperior,  among  thefe  giants  of  the  earth, 
the  Vifo  and  the  Rochemelon,  with  their 
beaming  fummits,  tower.  Thefe  charming 
profpe&s  are  beft  enjoyed  on  the  walls  of  the 

city; 
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city ;  and  it  is  a  pity  that  this  fpacious  Walk 
is  interrupted,  by  the  inclofed  gardens  of  the 
royal  palace. 

We  are  aftoniihed  to  fee  the  Vifo  fo  near 
us ;  when  we  remember  that  the  Po  takes  its 
rife  in  this  mountain,  and  is  already  become 
fo  powerful  a  ftream.  The  expectations  I 
form  of  feeing  this  river  empty  itfelf  into 
the  Adriatic,  when  it  mail  have  attained  its 
full  maturity,  are  great ;  its  youthful  ftream 
being  fo  promifing. 

Immediately  facing  the  gate,  which  takes  it's 
name  from  the  Po,  there  is  a  bridge  over  the 
river,  that  neither  correfponds  with  the  beauty 
of  the  city  nor  the  dignity  of  the  ftream.  The 
Po  ftreet,  which  leads  to  this  gate,  is  hand- 
fomely  built.  The  plan  of  Turin  is  a  noble 
one.  The  ftreets  are  in  right  lines,  and  the 
gates  and  the  houfes  are  built  in  a  good  ftyle 
and  tafte  :  though  the  ftreets,  in  proportion  to 
the  height  of  the  houfes,  the  Po  ftreet  and  the 
new  ftreet  excepted,  are  not  fufficiently  fpa- 
cious. In  the  Po  ftreet,  there  are  handfome 
and  lofty  arcades,  on  both  fides  of  the  way. 
The  outfide  of  the  caftle  is  not  very  pro- 
mifing :  but  the  apartments  are  very  magni- 
ficent. In  a  niche,  at  the  entrance,  there  is  an 

ecmeftrian, 
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equeftrian  ftatue  of  Victor  Amadeus  the  Firft : 
the  horfe  of  marble,  the  duke  of  bronze. 
Amadeus  is  a  noble  figure  :  but  I  cannot  fay  as 
much  of  his  horfe. 

I  expected  to  have  found  more  of  the  Italian 
mailers  in  the  picture  gallery,  and  not  fo 
many  of  the  Flemifh.  I  mall  only  mention  a 
few  of  thofe  which  principally  drew  my  atten* 
tion. 

The  Magdalen  of  Rubens,  whofe  bold  and 
expreflive  pencil,  animated  by  truth,  cannot 
eafily  be  miftaken,  is  excellent.  The  air  of  the 
head,  directed  toward  heaven,  the  negligence 
of  the  difhevelled  hair,  the  affliction  of  the 
up-turned  weeping  eyes  of  the  Magdalen,  and 
her  half-opened  mouth,  denote  her  inward  re- 
pentance, with  fuch  lines  and  touches  as  the 
longer  they  are  looked  at  the  more  they  feem 
to  live.  Raphael  himfelf  could  not  have 
painted  aMagdalen  with  greater  truth;  though 
he  would  have  given  her  greater  beauty. 

The  prodigal  fon,  by  Guercino,  falling  at 
the  feet  of  his  father,  is  painted  with  great 
ftrength  of  feeling. 

The  fick  woman,  by  Gerhard  Dowe,  is  exe- 
cuted with  all  the  affiduity  and  with  all  that 
animated  exprefiion,  which  this  great  artift 
7  combined 


352  TRAVELS  OF 

combined  in  fo  wonderful  a  manner.  She  fits, 
leaning  backward,  in  an  arm  chair.  The  phy- 
fician  ftands  behind  her,  with  a  thoughtful 
countenance,  and  holding  a  urinal  up  to  the 
light.  Her  daughter  kneels  by  her  fide,  ten- 
derly clafping  her  maternal  hand.  Another 
daughter,  with  filial  love  and  attention,  pre- 
fents  a  fpoon,  with  phyfic  in  it,  to  her  pale 
lips.  The  mother  looks  at  her,  with  a  calm, 
mild,  countenance  ;  but  fhe  appears  as  if  {he 
would  much  rather  thank  her  daughter  for  her 
attention  than  open  her  lips  to  receive  the  me- 
dicine. 

The  annunciation  of  the  Virgin,  by  Albani, 
though  a  fmall,  appears  to  me  an  excellent 
picture. 

Charles  the  Firft,  by  a  fcholar  of  Vandyke, 
and  the  three  children  of  that  monarch,  by 
Vandyke  himfelf,  are  painted  with  much  of 
the  animated  deception  of  life. 

St.  Jerome,  meditating  on  mortality,  with  a 
death's  head  in  his  hand,  by  Guido,  is  aftonifli* 
ingly  beautiful. 

Among  thefe  pictures,  Rubens  and  his  wife, 
painted  by  himfelf,  are  found.  How  wil- 
lingly we  contemplate  the  picture  of  a  man, 
who  has  given  us  the  picture  of  fo  many 

other 
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other  men:  efpecially  while  we  diftinguifh 
fatisfa&ion,  genius,  and  benevolence,  in  every 
■line  of  his  face ! 

There  are  two  landfcapes,  by  Claude  Lor- 
raine, which  are  characterized  by  that  foft^ 
true,  living,  nature  with  which  this  great  artifl 
reprefented  every  kind  of  tree,  every  time  of 
the  day,  and  every  feafon  of  the  year*  He  was 
as  exquilite,  in  the  choice  of  his  fubjects,  as  he 
was  accurate,  in  the  reprefentation  of  them. 

The  hermit,  fitting  in  a  hollow  tree,  is  a 
fine  proof  of  the  animating  and  daring  genius 
of  Salvator  Rofa* 

An  unfinifhed  Lucretia,  by  Guido,  is  a  fine 
pifture:  though,  as  fhe  has  juft  drawn  the 
dagger  from  the  wound,  I  do  not  fee  how  fhe 
could  fit  upright* 

A  jovial  fellow,  by  Gerhard  Dowe,  who 
triumphantly  turns  his  glafs  upfide  down,  h 
excellent, 

Wouwermans  has  fome  fine  pi&ures  here ; 
and,  among  others,  a  horfe  fair.  A  browifc 
tiger-fpotted  horfe,  fomewhat  ftartled,  and  as 
if  endeavouring  to  get  free,  has  a  wild  look ; 
which  is  preferved  from  the  head  to  the  hoof, 
through  his  whole  figure,  with  great  harmony. 
There  are  large  and  fine  paintings,  of  the 
Vol.  I.  A  a  vi&ories 
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victories  gained,  by  the  warlike  Dukes  ancT 
Kings  of  Savoy,  over  the  French. 

Different  landfcapes,  of  views  in  Italy  and 
on  the  Rhine,  are  likewife  fome  of  them  very 
beautiful. 

Between  the  caftle  and  the  principal  church, 
the  chapel  of  the  holy  handkerchief  is  built ; 
which  relic  the  city  believes  itfelf  to  poffefs. 
The  chapel  is  entirely  of  black  marble.  The 
capitals  of  the  pillars,  and  the  large  filver  can- 
dlefticks,  by  which  alone  the  building  is  light- 
ed, are  gilded.  The  entrance  infpires  holy 
folemnity.  The  fuppofed  genuine  handker- 
chief, which  is  confiderably  large,  is  only  pub- 
licly exhibited  at  the  beginning  of  a  new 
reign,  at  the  marriage  of  the  prince  royal,  or 
when  any  perfon  of  great  rank  arrives  at  Tu- 
rin, and  makes  the  requeft.  We  were  here 
fhewn  a  chalice  of  extraordinary  value,  fet 
with  jewels;  faid  to  be  the  richeft  in  Italy.  It 
is  in  a  good  tafte. 

This  chapel  ftands  immediately  between 
the  caftle  and  the  high  church.  Next  to  the 
caftle  is  the  large  theatre,  which  is  one  of  the 
handfomeft  in  Italy.  It  is  only  open  during 
carnival  time ;  and  I  have  not  been  able  to 
form  any  good  judgment  of  it,  having  only 
6  feen 
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feen  it  by  the  light  of  a  flambeau.  The 
glimpfe  I  had,  however,  gave  me  pleafure,  by 
the  noble  ftyk  in  which  it  is  built.  It  is  cen- 
fured  as  not  accurately  conveying  the  founds; 
for,  as  it  is  faid,  only  the  fpectators  in  the 
boxes  can  hear. 

The  theatre  of  the  Prince  of  Carignan  is 
beautiful  without  pomp.  The  comic  opera  is 
performed  here,  during  fummer.  There  is 
like  wife  a  third  theatre  in  the  city,  and  a 
fourth  is  to  be  added. 

The  celebrated  palace  of  the  Duke  of  Sa- 
voy, the  facade  of  which  is  built  with  pillars 
of  the  Corinthian  order,  ftands  near  fhecaftle; 
than  which  it  is  a  much  finer  building.  Next 
to  this,  the  palace  of  the  Prince  of  Carignan 
is,  in  my  opinion,  the  handfomeft. 

The  arfenal,  which  is  ftill  to  be  enlarged,  is 
a  fine  and  uncommonly  capacious  building, 
including  five  courts.  The  halls  are  fupported 
by  heavy  pillars,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Gothic 
churches.  Round  each  of  thefe  pillars  a 
thoufand  mufkets  are  ranged,  in  an  ornamental 
manner.  Pyramids  are  ere&ed  between  them; 
on  which  horfe  piftols  are  piled,  with  great 
elegance.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  halls  is  one  of 
a  large  fize,  and  circular  form  ;  the  walls  and 
A  a  2  pillars 
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pillars  of  which  are  ornamented  with  trophies, 
of  antient  armour,  ranged  in  military  pomp. 
Before  the  doors  of  this  hall,  the  figures  of  old 
warriors  ftand,  ere£t,  in  complete  armour. 

The  arfenal  contains  arms  for  a  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  men.  The  cylindrical 
ramrod,  for  artillery,  is  not  yet  in  ufe :  the 
ramrods  here  are  all  of  iron. 

In  an  adjoining  chamber,  we  were  fhewn  a 
confiderable  number  of  fmall  light  arms ; 
which,  from  being  very  wide  at  the  muzzle, 
are  called  tromboni,  as  refembling  a  trumpet. 
The  King  has  forbidden  the  ufe  of  them  ;  they 
being  deftru&ive,  and  eafy  of  carriage,  and, 
therefore,  well  adapted  for  the  banditti :  for 
which  reafon  they  have  all  been  bought  up. 
They  are  capable  of  being  loaded  either  with 
feveral  balls  or  with  cartridge  fhot;  with 
which,  by  fcattering,  they  make  dreadful  ha- 
vock. 

There  is  a  cannon  foundery,  and  likewife 
a  chemical  laboratory,  annexed  to  the  arfenal. 
The  whole  is  under  the  fuperintendance  of  the 
learned  Count  Saluzzo  ;  who  has  had  fo  great 
a  {hare  in  regulating  the  improvements  of  the 
academy.  This  nobleman,  who,  to  great  learn- 
ing and  fkill  in  war,  adds  the  dignified  man- 
ners 
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ners  and  free  deportment  of  an  antient  gentle- 
man, is  defcended  from  the  family  that  once 
held  Saluzzo  as  a  marquifate.  In  the  fixteenth 
century,  two  brothers  contefted  their  claims  to 
this  diftridt.  One  of  them  furrendered  it  to 
France  :  but  the  Duke  of  Savoy  foon  demand- 
ed it  as  a  fitf,  dependant  on  him,  and  took  it 
from  the  French.  It  was  afterward  conquered 
by  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France ;  and  again, 
in  the  year  1 60 1 ,  ceded  to  Savoy. 

I  and  my  wife,  the  firft  afternoon  that  was 
convenient,  went  upon  the  Corfo.  This  is 
the  name  of  a  charming  public  place ;  where, 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  every  evening,  from 
five  to  fix,  the  nobility  aflemble  :  though  they 
come  rather  to  exhibit  themfelves  and  their 
equipage,  than  to  converfe  and  enjoy  the 
beautiful  profpecl:  on  the  Po.  Fafhion  is  ho- 
noured here,  in  preference  to  Nature.  On  the 
banks  of  the  river,  near  the  city,  is  the  beauti- 
ful royal  caflle  of  Valentin;  which  theprefent 
King  has  granted  to  his  chamberlain  in  chief, 
as  a  fummer  refidence.  The  garden  annexed 
to  it  is  applied  to  botanical  ftudies. 

Sluices  are  carried  through  the  ftreets,  to 
cleanfe  them,  by  means  of  a  canal,  which  re- 
A  a  3  ceives 
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ceives  its  waters  from  the  Dora.  Thefe  flukes 
flow  through  drains  into  the  Po;  by  which 
means  the  city  is  always  clean.  There  are 
many  large  fquares  here,  among  which  that  of 
St.  Charles  is  the  moft  fpacious  and  beautiful. 
The  buildings  are  handfome,  and  it  has  exten- 
five  arcades  on  each  fide. 

We  went  to  vifit  the  Marquis  of  Caranzana, 
who  is  fecretary  of  war,  at  his  vineyard;  from 
which  we  had  a  view  of  all  Piedmont,  pro- 
perly fo  called,  and  a  part  of  the  county  of 
Afti.  At  a  little  diftance  on  a  hill  below  us, 
we  faw  the  royal  caftle  of  Montecalieri,  in  the 
front  of  which  two  rivulets  pour  their  waters 
into  the  Po.  Here  too  we  had  a  long  profpecT: 
of  the  Po,  whofe  windings  have  a  delightful 
ferpentine  appearance.  The  fertile  plains  feem 
like  another  paradife.  Arable  lands,  vine- 
yards, meadows,  and  paftures,  with  inter-* 
changeable  variety,  are  feen :  while  the  pop- 
lar, the  mulberry,  and  innumerable  fruit  trees, 
caft  their  (hades  around,  and  look  like  fo  many 
pleafure  groves.  The  Po  meanders  through 
the  plains ;  till,  at  laft,  it  lofes  itfelf,  among 
the  diftant  poplars,  as  if  to  relieve  the  flatnefs 
which  might  elfe  fatigue  the  eye :  and,  at  the 

fartheft 


COUNT  STOLBEPvG.  359 

fartheft  limits  of  the  horizon,  the  proud  Alps 
ftand,  linked  with  another  chain  of  moun- 
tains that  unite  them  to  the  Apennines. 

It  was  here  that  Hannibal  fhewed  his  wea- 
ried army  the  rich  European  plains :  or,  if  it 
were  not  here,  it  might  well  have  been  here. 
I  muft  not  forget  to  tell  you  that,  owing  to 
the  extreme  heat  of  the  prefent  fummer,  the 
foliage  is  nearly  as  much  faded  as  it  is  in  the 
north  of  Germany,  or  even  in  Denmark,  at 
the  fame  feafon. 

The  mulberry,  which  having  been  deprived 
of  its  firfi:  leaves  has  fprouted  a  fecond  time, 
is  the  only  tree  that  is  entirely  green.  The 
flowers  ftill  bloom,  in  youth  and  beauty  ;  and 
now,  while  I  am  writing,  carnations,  rofes, 
gillyflowers,  and  double  violets,  which  the 
gardener  on  this  delightful  day  has  juft  ga- 
thered for  my  wife,  are  perfuming  the  cham- 
ber in  which  I  fit. 

The  grapes  here  are  excellent,  and  of  vari- 
ous kinds.  The  wine  commonly  drunk  here 
is  not  agreeable  to  Germans :  it  is  either  too 
acid,  too  heavy,  or  too  fweet.  I  have  now 
however  drunk  of  the  white  and  red  vino 
amabile ;  both  of  which  were  made  from  the 
vineyards  of  the  Marquis,  and  both  of  which 
A  a  4  are 
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are  excellent:  efpecially  the  red,  which,  pearly, 
as  the  ceil  dc  perdrlx  of  Champagne,  unites  the 
charming  flavour  of  the  rafberry  with  the  fine 
glow  of  the  grape. 

The  red  and  white  veined  truffle,  which  is 
peculiar  to  this  country,  is  much  preferred  to 
the  black,  by  the  inhabitants ;  of  which  lafl: 
they  have  plenty.  The  truffle  hound  was  firft 
brought  to  Germany  from  Piedmont. 

The  cattle  of  this  country  are  more  tame 
than  thofe  of  Switzerland,  but  equally  large. 
They  are  all  either  of  a  clear  brown  or  pale 
yellow  colour:  thofe  few  of  the  Polifh  breed 
excepted  which  are  of  a  white  grey.  For 
ploughing  and  for  draft,  the  farmers  prefer 
them  to  horfes. 

Their  waggons  are  low,  and  very  ftrong 
beneath  ;  and  I  believe  that,  if  they  be  loaded 
with  a  proper  equipoife,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  overturn  them.  The  backward  bent  fhaft, 
to  the  upper  bending  of  which  the  chains  of 
the  {haft  oxen  are  fattened,  rifes  nearly  an  ell 
higher  than  their  horns.  It  may  be  drawn 
downward  by  the  ftrength  of  the  cattle  ;  but 
does  not  run  the  danger,  in  that  cafe,  as  is 
frequent  with  us,  of  being  difplaced,  when  the 
road  is  uneven,  by  the  quick  afcent  of  the  fhafu 

The 
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The  pull  of  the  cattle  is  entirely  from  the 
yoke :  they  have  no  fide  harnefs. 

The  farmers  here,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
are  not  proprietors  of  the  land  :  but  they  are 
not  ferfs.  What  follows  is  the  general  ftate, 
in  Piedmont,  of  the  landlord  and  farmer.  The 
ground  and  the  houfe  belong  to  the  landlord. 
The  farmer  has  a  leafe  for  three  years;  which 
leafe  may  be  continually  renewed,  but  muft 
not  be  made  for  a  longer  period.  For  the 
pofifeffion  of  his  farm,  which  is  here  called  a 
cafuio^  the  farmer  gives  half  the  produce  of  his 
lands,  his  wine,  and  his  raw  filk.  He  enjoys 
however  the  whole  produce  of  a  certain  fmall 
part  of  his  vineyard,  and  of  a  number  of 
mulberry  trees.  He  pays  a  fmall  rent  for  his 
hay:  but  farmers  dare  neither  fell  their  hay 
nor  their  draw.  The  firft  they  ufe  as  fodder, 
&nd  the  laft  as  litter  ;  by  which  their  cattle  are 
kept  in  good  condition,  and  their  land  is  well 
manured.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city, 
indeed,  they  are  permitted  to  fell  a  certain 
quantity  of  both  ;  on  condition  that  they  load 
their  carts  back  with  fome  kind  of  rubbifh. 

The  farmers  gain  confiderable  fums,  by 
their  trade  in  cattle.  They  purchafe  young 
oxen,  in  Switzerland,  in  autumn  5  at  which 
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feafon,  for  want  of  hay,  they  are  cheap  in 
that  country.  After  they  have  been  ufed  in 
agriculture,  the  paftures  into  which  they  are 
turned  are  fo  rich  that  they  fell  to  great  advan- 
tage. They  likewife  fell  their  calves  at  a  dear 
rate :  efpecially  to  the  inhabitants  on  the  con- 
fines of  Genoa. 

The  fame  kind  of  regulations,  with  local 
varieties,  prevail  through  the  general  ftates  of 
Italy ;  and  thefe  regulations  appear  to  me  to 
have  much  good  in  them.  I  could  only  wifli 
that,  after  the  example  of  England,  the  leafes 
were  for  a  longer  period.  The  precaution  in 
favour  of  heirs,  left  the  farms  mould  be  leafed 
at  an  undervalue,  feeins  to  have  given  occa- 
fion  to  thefe  fliort  leafes. 


LETTER  XXXII. 

Turin,  30th  O&ober  1791. 

TPwO  fliort  leagues  from  Turin,  is 
the  height  on  which  the  church  called  La  Su- 
perga  is  built ;  and  which  is  one  of  the  mod 

beautiful 
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beautiful  places  of  Italy,  confequently  of  Eu- 
rope. This  height  overlooks  the  plains  of  all 
Piedmont,  as  far  as  the  utmoft  limits  of  the 
Alps  and  Apennines.  The  church  was  built 
on  this  height  in  the  year  1706,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  vow  to  the  holy  virgin,  made  by 
Viftor  Amadeus  the  Second,  when  the  French 
were  befieging  Turin,  to  induce  her  to  affift 
him  to  raife  the  fiege.  This  help  was  fent 
him,  in  the  perfon  of  the  great  Eugene,  who 
led  the  imperial  forces;  and  in  that  of  the 
Prince  of  Anhalt,  who  commanded  the  Prut- 
fians. 

There  is  a  large  building  annexed  to  the 
church,  which  is  inhabited  by  twelve  canons, 
who  are  provided  for  as  a  part  of  the  eftablifh- 
ment.  The  whole  has  a  ftriking  appearance 
of  grandeur,  and  magnificence.  The  church 
is  ornamented  with  a  cupola,  on  the  fides  of 
which  two  fmall  towers  are  built.  Facing  the 
entrance  there  is  an  ornamental  and  noble  row 
of  pillars.  The  church  is  in  the  form  of  a 
Grecian  crofs  :  that  is,  a  crofs  the  length  and 
breadth  of  which  are  equal.  The  pi&nres  do 
not  appear  to  me  by  any  means  fo  beautiful  as 
the  three  bafs  reliefs,  over  the  altars.  The 
Jargeft,  over  the  high  altar,  reprefents  the  raifing 

the 
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the  fiege  of  Turin.  The  holy  virgin,  with  the 
child  Jefus,  is  fufpended  over  the  army:  at 
the  head  of  which  are  Vi&or  Amadeus,  and 
Prince  Eugene. 

The  beauty  of  the  well  difpofed  ornaments, 
the  pillars,  of  the  white  marble  of  Carara  and 
the  red  of  Piedmont,  arid  the  height  of  the 
cupola,  produce  altogether  a  grand  effect:. 
Whether,  as  fome  affirm,  offences  have  been 
committed  againft  the  rules  of  architecture  is 
a  queftion  which  I  am  not  qualified  to  decide  : 
but  great  beauty  is  not  incompatible  with 
defect ;  and  the  former  has  certainly  been  at- 
tained, in  a  building  the  afpedt  of  which,  at 
its  entrance,  infpires  a  fenfation  of  grandeur 
and  benevolence. 

Over  the  inner  entrance  of  the  church  is  the 
following  infeription ; 

VIRGINI  GENITRICI  VICTOR  AMADEUS  SAR, 
DINIjE  REX  BELLO  GALLICO  VOVIT,  PUL. 
SIS  HOSTiBUS  EXTRUXIT  DEDICAVITQUE. 

Vowel  to  the  Virgin  Mother,  by  Victor  Amadeus,  King  of 
Sardinia,  when  at  war  with  France:  and,  his  enemies 
\e\hg  vanqul/hed)  ere  fled  and  dedicated, 

1  he  royal  fepulchral  vault  is  under  the 
church.    The  coffins  are  grand,  and  nobly 

ornamented, 
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ornamented.  It  is  a  lingular  cuftora,  which 
is  eftablifLed,  that  the  King  who  died  laft  is 
to  be  buried  in  one  particular  grave;,  out  of 
which  his  predeceflbr  is  to  be  removed.  The 
prefent  king  feems  to  have  felt  the  inconveni- 
ence of  this  cuftom.  The  body  of  his  father, 
which  has  indeed  been  buried  as  the  laft  de- 
ceafed  in  this  dedicated  grave,  is  inclofed  in  a 
magnificent  coffin  ;  on  which  is  an  infcription, 
that  begins  thus : 

SEMPITERN^E  MEMO  RLE  ET  QUIETI  

Sacred  to  eternal  remembrance  and  repofe  

The  canons  have  an  excellent  library; 
which  is  particularly  rich  in  the  writings  of 
the  fathers;  and  is  well  provided  in  the  claf- 
fics,  and  in  the  works  of  good  modern  authors. 

We  were  not  fatisfied  with  the  grand  pro- 
fpecl:  from  the  terrace,  but  afcended  the  fmall 
ftaircafe,  which  leads  to  the  narrow  outlet  at 
the  top  of  the  cupola ;  where,  at  a  fmgle  view, 
we  beheld  one  of  the  fublimeft  fpedtacles  j.n 
nature:  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  the  meanders 
of  the  Po,  the  whole  fhining  circle  of  the 
fnow-covered  Alps,  and  after  thefe  a  range  of 
the  Apennines.    The  fky  was  entirely  clear, 

and 
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and  the  dazzling  brighfnefs  of  the  fnowy 
mountains  drew  our  attention  from  the  cupola 
of  Milan,  which  may  fometimes  be  difcovered 
from  this  place :  but  our  eyes  were  fixed  on 
the  more  grand  and  beautiful  objects,  by 
which  we  were  furrounded. 

Judging  from  the  lituation  of  the  country> 
we  imagined  that  we  could  difcover  Mont 
Blanc,  among  this  magnificent  ridge  of  Alps  ; 
but  our  guide  could  give  us  no  information 
on  the  fubjecT;.  I  need  not  inform  you  that 
the  glaciers,  feen  from  this  place,  do  not  ap- 
pear to  be  the  fartheft  limits  of  the  horizon, 
but  as  confining  it ;  as  grand  obje&s ;  fearful, 
yet  fublime  in  their  approach.  Beneath  us 
lay  Turin  ;  next  to  that  Rivoli ;  arid  afterward 
many  cities,  towns,  villages,  and  caftles,  as 
upon  a  map.  All  that  is  produced  by  the  hand 
of  man  here  looks  diminutive ;  and  nature, 
eternal  and  ever  youthful  nature,  feems  only 
to  be  viable.  The  Po,  in  all  its  beauty,  winds 
along  the  laughing  plains :  the  Alps,  in  all 
their  grandeur,  tower  like  the  walls  of  God. 

La  Veneria  is  the  principal  country  palace 
of  the  King;  and  is  fituated  about  two  leagues 
and  a  half  from  Turin.  The  Royal  Family 
always  remain  here  fifty  days,  in  the  fpring  of 

the 
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the  year.  The  church  is  beautiful :  the  palace 
contains  handfome  apartments,  and  the  gar- 
den is  very  large  j  but  entirely  laid  out  in  the 
French  tafte,  and  probably  by  Le  Notre  him- 
felf,  who  was  at  Turin. 

The  orangery  is  a  noble  building ;  and  the 
trees  that  belong  to  it  were  not  returned  into 
the  green-houfe  till  this  week.  We  have  lately 
had  fome  cold  days.  Reaumur's  thermometer 
has  frequently,  at  an  early  hour,  been  only 
five  degrees  above  the  freezing  point ;  and  at 
feven  o'clock  this  morning  it  was  only  two 
degrees. 

Count  Morozzo,  who  is  the  director  of  the 
academy,  has  fhewn  us  that  building  and  the 
high  obfervatory.  From  this,  we  could  over- 
look the  whole  city,  and  the  country,  far 
around.  We  were  delightfully  furprifed, 
while  the  Count,  who  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  geography  of  the  country,  pointed  out  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  gigantic  Alps;  which 
begin  on  the  limits  of  Provence  and  Dau- 
phine  :  then,  in  different  directions,  feparate 
Savoy  from  Piedmont,  and  from  Valais,  after- 
ward lofe  themfelves  in  the  country  of  the 
Grifons,  and  divide  Tyrol  from  Italy. 

Count  Morozzo  mewed  us  the  model  of  a 

fioall 
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fmall  turret,  which  is  to  be  built  over  the  aca- 
demy. It  is  to  be  convex  at  the  top  and 
pointed  ;  and  fo  contrived  that,  by  the  aid  of 
eafily  governable  machinery,  it  can  be  turned 
in  any  direction.  By  this  means,  the  tele- 
fcope  may  fo  be  placed  that  the  whole  canopy 
of  heaven  may  be  feen  through  a  few  open- 
ings at  the  top. 

This  morning,  I  was  prefented  to  the  king 
and  the  royal  family,  at  Montecalieri.  His 
majefty  is  fixty-five  years  old,  and  has  an  ani- 
mated appearance.  He  is  much  honoured 
and  beloved  by  his  fubjects  ;  which  he  has  well 
deferred,  by  his  dignity  of  character,  and 
faithful  administration  of  public  affairs.  The 
prince  royal  of  Piedmont  appears  to  have  much 
animation  ;  and  certainly  has,  at  prefent,  the 
welfare  of  the  country  at  heart. 

The  politenefs  with  which  the  nobility  of 
this  country  receive  Grangers  is  confpicuous 
in  the  royal  family. 

Henry  the  Fourth  prided  himfelf  on  the 
honour  of  his  being  the  firft  gentleman  in  the 
kingdom ;  and  France  found  itfelf  happy 
under  the  government  of  a  polifhed  hero,  who 
was  a  patriot  king  ;  or,  at  leaft,  to  his  people 
he  has  fully  realized  this  imaginary  character, 

and 
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and  given  them  as  much  fatisfacYion  as  per- 
haps ever  was,  or  ever  will  be,  within  the 
power  of  a  king. 

The  mufeum  of  the  univerfity  contains 
many  curiofities.  Among  its  valuable  collec- 
tion of  antiques  is  a  fleeping  Cupid,  of  white 
marble,  of  the  fize  of  life  ;  and  of  uncommon 
beauty.  He  lies  extended,  with  drooping 
wings,  on  a  lion's  hide  ;  his  left  leg  turned 
under  his  right,  while  the  gentle  life  of  Ileep 
breathes  through  the  whole  form  of  the 
charming  boy. 

Two  Egyptian  figures,  feated,  one  of  which 
reprefents  the  goddefs  iEluros  with  a  cat's 
face,  the  other  apparently  a  prieft,  appear  to 
be  of  the  higheft  antiquity. 

The  table  of  Ifis  is  the  mo  ft  remarkable 
curiofity*  It  is  of  black  marble,  with  many 
Egyptian  figures  and  hieroglyphics  encrufted 
in  filven  It  was  difcovered  at  Rome,  in  the 
place  where  formerly  a  temple  of  Ifis  flood. 
The  Egyptian  worfhip,  which,  in  defpite  of 
the  oppofuiotl  made  by  the  fenate,  more  than 
once  gained  a  footing  in  Rome,  was  openly 
indulged,  or  rather  favoured,  in  the  times  of 
the  Csefars.  This  table  was  once  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  learned  Cardinal  Peter  Bembo  ; 

Vol,  I.  B  b  and 


370  TRAVELS  OF 

arid  afterward  of  the  Duke  of  Mantua.  In 
the  year  1630,  when  Mantua  was  taken  and 
plundered  by  the  Auftrians,  Cardinal  Para 
obtained  it,  and  prefented  it  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy.  It  has  been  fomewhat  damaged  by  the 
rapacity  of  the  foldiers  ;  who  tore  away  a  few 
of  the  inlaid  figures,  for  the  fake  of  the  filver. 
The  drawings  that  were  made  of  it  having 
been  thought  imperfect,  it  has  now  been 
engraved. 

I  faw  fome  beautiful  mofaic  works,  that 
had  been  difcovered  in  Sardinia.  Having 
been  damaged  by  age,  they  have  moft  of  them 
been  repaired.  The  art  of  repairing  them  is 
no  lefs  ingenious  than  that  by  which  old 
paintings  have  been  transferred  to  new  canvas. 
Canvas  is  fpread  upon  a  table,  and  rubbed 
over  with  pitch :  the  cement  which  holds  the 
fmall  ftones  together,  on  the  other  fide,  is  then 
loofened,  and  the  ftones  are  placed  upon  the 
canvas  in  the  pitchy  mafs,  which  is  fo  prepared 
that,  though  moift  at  the  prefent,  it  will  harden. 
The  canvas  is  then  feparated  from  it,  and  the 
work  afterward  appears  in  all  its  recovered 
beauty.  People  are  at  prefent  employed  in 
thus  recovering  an  Orpheus,  playing  upon  the 
lyre.  Various  wild  animals,  which,  accord- 
ing 
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irig  td  the  fable,  are  fuppofed  to  have  liftened 
to  Orpheus,  the  ferocity  of  which  monfters 
his  mutic  had  the  power  to  tame,  have  been 
entirely  reftored. 

The  cabinet  of  medals  contains  many  beau- 
tiful antient  coins.  There  are  fifty-five  thou- 
fand  volumes  in  the  library,  and  about  two 
thoufand  manufcripts.  Among  the  latter  is 
a  Pliny,  of  the  fifteenth,  and  a  Dante  of  the 
fourteenth,  century ;  both  remarkably  beau- 
tiful. The  Pliny  is  ornamented  with  well 
executed  illuminations,  which  are  confonant 
to  the  fubjedt. 

Among  the  printed  books  is  a  bible,  in  ele- 
ven folio  volumes  and  four  different  lan- 
guages :  the  Hebrew,  the  Chaldaic,  the  Greek, 
and  the  Latin.  Philip  the  fecond  King  of 
Spain  made  a  prefent  of  it  to  the  Duke  of  Sa- 
voy. I  think  I  never  have  feen  fo  beautiful 
an  impreffion. 

There  are  various  curiofities,  in  Turin  and 
its  neighbourhood,  which  I  have  not  been  able 
to  examine.  I  have  not  only  left  the  rake  at 
home,  which  a  certain  defcription  of  travellers 
ule,  wrhofe  purpofe  is  a  trading  voyage  ;  but  I 
have  likewife  neglected  many  things  that  might 
be  worthy  the  notice  of  a  rational  gleaner.  I 
Bb  2  have 
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have  neither  feen  the  country  feat  called  Stu- 
pinigi,  which  is  very  celebrated,  nor  the 
Queen's  vineyard.  I  have  feen  but  a  few  of 
the  churches,  and  thofe  only  curforily. 

Turin  is  very  populous.  The  ftrcets  are 
full  of  people  ;  though  the  court,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  nobility,  and  many  ftudents  and 
profeffional  men,  to  the  number  of  three 
thoxifand,  are  abfent  ;  it  being  now  vacation. 
In  winter,  the  number  of  inhabitants  is  efti- 
mated  at  nearly  one-hundred  thoufand. 

The  high  arcades,  which  adorn  the  Po-ftrcet 
and  various  others  of  the  beft  ftreets,  are  filled 
with  mops.  The  number  of  tradefmen  and 
mechanics,  who  expofc  their  wares  for  fale,  is 
extraordinarily  great. 

In  the  great  fquare,  the  people  aflemble  to 
gaze  at  the  tricks  which  are  played  by  .  jug- 
glers ;  or  to  liii.cn  to  the  quack  doctors,  who 
Hand  on  a  high  fcaffold  with  monkeys  by 
their  fide.  The  quack  appeals  to  his  monkey, 
who  pretends  to  be  lick,  for  the  recommen- 
dation of  his  medicines  ;  and  by  this  mum- 
mery addreffes  himfelf  to  his  wife  auditors. 
I  was  not  fo  much  furprifed  at  the  ludicrous 
gravity  of  the  doctor,  who  had  a  part  to  act, 
as  at  the  ferious  attention  of  the  gaging  mul- 
titude. 
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tkude.  Though  I  do  not  think  they  confider 
him  as  a  great  conjuror,  yet  they  do  feem  to 
rank  him  as  one  of  their  virtuoii  ;  and  of  a 
peculiar  kind.  It  appears  to  me  that  whatever 
relates  to  the  art  of  acting  is  a  thing  of  great 
importance,  among  the  Italians.  Either  I 
mi  Rake,  or,  what  Crcero  faid  of  the  Greeks  of 
his  age  may,  with  great  truth,  be  applied  to 
this  people  :  Natio  comccda  eft. 


LETTER  XXXIII. 

Genoa,  3d  November  1791. 

We  departed  for  Villa  Nova  on  the 
5 1  ft  of  October,  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  jour- 
neyed through  the  pleafant  and  fertile  plains 
of  Lombardy.  The  following  day  at  noon, 
we  were  at  Afti ;  which  is  a  very  antient  and 
in  part  well  built  town  ;  and,  in  the  Roman 
times,  was  called  Aria  Pompeia. 

We  paffed  the  evening  at  Eelizzano.  Be- 
tween this  little  place  and  Alexandria,  we 
found  the  next  morning  the  road  was  bad;  va- 
B  b  3  rious 
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rious  rivers,  and  particularly  the Tanaro,  which 
runs  through  Afti  and  Aleffandria,  had  over- 
flowed from  the  rains,  and  injured  the  roads 
and  bridges.  Aleffandria  is  a  tolerable  town. 
It  lies  in  the  Piedmont  diftricl:  of  Milan  5 
which,  in  the  year  1703,  was  ceded  at  the 
treaty  of  Turin  by  Auftria  to  Savoy.  It  was 
built  toward  the  end  of  the  twelfth  century, 
by  the  citizens  of  Milan,  Cremona,  and  Pla- 
cenza  ;  as  a  place  of  refuge  againft  the  Empe- 
ror Frederic  the  Firft.  You  may  remember 
that  moft  of  the  Italian  cities  were  of  the  party 
of  the  Guelphs,  and  were  in  favour  of  the 
Popes,  whofe  excommunications  wrere  iffued 
againft  the  Emperors  of  Germany  ;  and  efpe- 
cially  againft  the  powerful  houfe  of  Hohen- 
ftaufen  ;  though  fometimes  ineffectually  The 
new  town,  Aleffandria,  in  the  year  1 178  was 
named  after  Pope  Alexander  the  Third.  The 
title  of  della  Paglia  (of  the  ftraw)  was  given 
it,  not  as  fome  have  falfely  maintained  becaufe 
the  inhabitants  of  this  place  burn  ftraw  inftead 
of  wood,  but  becaufe  the  Ghibelin  fa&ion 
mocked  at  the  builders  of  a  town,  the  walls  of 
which  were  compofed  of  clay  and  ftraw, 
Frederic  notwithftanding,  after  a  tedious  fiege, 
was  obliged  to  quit  thefe  walls. 

The 
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The  Latin  infcription  in  the  interior  of  the 
high  church,  which  mentions  this  occurrence, 
does  not  mention  the  Emperor  with  the  offen- 
five  epithet  Barbarofia  ;  but  the  more  elegant 
Latin,  JEnobarba  :  which  in  the  Roman  ages 
was  applied  to  the  race  of  Domitian. 

The  town  has  a  confiderable  trade  ;  parti- 
cularly in  cotton,  filk,  and  the  merchandize  of 
the  Earl.  It  is  fituated  between  the  Tanaro 
and  the  river  Bormia,  in  a  fruitful  plain,  that 
is  very  rich  in  mulberry  trees.  It  is  no  proof 
of  the  induftry  nor  much  to  the  honour  of 
the  country  of  Piedmont,  that  it  barters  much 
raw  filk  for  filk  after  it  is  manufactured. 
The  fields  and  paftures,  in  this  country,  are  cut 
through  with  drains  ;  which  receive  the  water 
.and  prevent  the  bad  effects  of  inundations. 
The  fides  of  thefe  drains  are  planted  with 
hedges,  which  fupply  the  inhabitants  with  fire 
wood.  The  large  dark-blue  grapes  of  thefe 
parts  are  excellent.  One  regiment  of  cavalry, 
and  two  of  infantry,  are  ftavioned  in  garrifori 
at  Alexandria. 

Yefterday  afternoon,  we  left  Alefiandria, 
and  proceeded  to  Novi ;  and  faw  the  Apen- 
nine  mountains,  with  their  tops  covered  with 
fnow,  immediately  before  us.  Thefe  famous 
B  b  4  mountains 
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mountains  appeared  to  us  but  a  row  of  hills, 
compared  to  the  towering  white  Alps  ;  which, 
although  at  a  diftance,  feemed  as  if  they  were 
in  our  neighbourhood,  whenever  we  turned  to 
look  at  their  beaming  fummits. 

The  territories  of  Genoa  began  at  a  fhort 
diftance  before  we  reached  Novi  ;  which  is  a 
well  built  little  town.  Here  we  found,  what 
we  had  fo  much  wifhed  for  in  Piedmont  and 
Savoy,  a  cleanly  inn. 

We  fet  off  early  in  the  morning,  that  we 
might  reach  Genoa  before  the  gates  were  fhut. 
The  road  leads  through  valleys,  and  over  fome 
heights  of  the  Apennines;  the  moft  celebrated 
of  which  form  what  is  called  La  Boccbetta. 
As  we  proceeded  over  thefe  mountains,  we 
met  an  uncommon  number  of  loaded  mules, 
and  aflTes.  Some  of  the  heights  are  rude  and 
craggy ;  but  moft  of  them  are  planted  with  the 
genuine  chefnut  tree.  We  had  all  along  anti- 
cipated the  pleafure  we  fhould  have  at  the 
Bocchetta,  by  viewing  from  thefe  heights  the 
Mediterranean  fca :  but  a  thick  cloud  dis- 
agreeably robbed  us  of  this  noble  profped;  for 
we  had  defcended  into  the  valley  before  it  had 
difperfed. 

There  is  a  very  diftinguifhable  difference  in 

the' 
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the  feafons,  between  the  north  and  fouth  fide 
of  the  Apennines.  On  the  north,  the  leaves 
were  all  faded  ;  here  they  were  (till  green. 
The  chefnut  trees  are  of  a  fuperior  growth  : 
the  mulberry  and  the  fig  tree  are  uncommonly 
large ;  and  in  Campo  Marone,  where  we 
baited  at  noon,  we  faw  in  the  open  air  a  tall 
laurel  tree. 

A  continued  and  heavy  rain  robbed  us  of 
the  beauty  of  our  journey  from  Campo  Ma- 
rone to  Genoa.  Our  way  led  us  befide  the 
river  Bifageo  ;  which  empties  itfelf  into  the 
Mediterranean,  not  far  from  Genoa.  This 
country  muft  formerly  have  been  very  difficult 
to  travel;  but,  in  the  year  1778,  a  magnificent 
road  was  made,  which,  for  the  fpace  of  three 
years,  employed  from  five  to  eight  hundred 
men,  and  at  the  expence  of  the  patrician  fa- 
mily Cambiafi.  The  republic  is  indebted  to 
the  nobility  for  public  buildings,  and  founda- 
tions, which  would  do  honour  to  a  monarch. 

Immediately  before  we  came  to  Genoa,  we 
had  at  laft  a  fight  of  the  lea  ;  the  expected 
delight  of  which  we  had  been  fo  long  in- 
dulging. We  patted  many  beautiful  country 
houfes,  belonging  to  the  Genoefe,  before  we 
came  to  the  city.  The  fite  of  Genoa  is  the- 
atrical 
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atrical  in  its  form,  rifing  from'  the  fhore  in  a 
curve  like  a  fickle.  The  rain  and  the  dufk 
of  the  evening  greatly  concealed  a  profpe<ft, 
which,  in  fpite  of  thefe  difadvantages,  was  {till 
highly  grand,  and  beautiful. 

\ 
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G«noa,  4th  November  1791. 

ThIS  city  is  of  very  high  antiquity, 
and  of  very  doubtful  origin.    Though  fome 
of  the  antients  have  called  this  the  chief  city 
of  Liguria,  they  have  taken  the  name  in  its 
limited  lignification,  as  it  is  now  applied  to  the 
territory  of  Genoa.    In  thofe  times,  the  name 
of  Liguria  was  given  to  the  whole  extent  of 
country  which  lies  between  the  Rhone  and 
Arno.     I  am  of  opinion  that  the  antient 
writers,  who  have  called  Tauralia,  or  Turin, 
the  chief  city  of  Liguria,  meant  by  the  latter, 
that  part  of  the  great  Liguria  which  extends 
from  the  Po  to  the  Apennines,  and  is  now 
called  Piedmont.    The  Greek  and  Roman 

name 
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name  of  this  city  was  the  fame  :  we  call  it 
Genoa  ;  the  Italians  Genova.  In  the  barba- 
rous ages,  there  were  fome  who  gave  it  the 
name  of  Janua;  and  hence  derived  its  origin 
from  the  antient  Janus,  who  reigned  in  Italy 
fifteen  hundred  years  before  the  birth  of 
Chrift. 

Genoa  was  early  allied  to  the  Romans; 
and,  in  the  fecond  Punic  war,  was  deftroyed 
by  Mago,  the  brother  of  Hannibal.  An  an- 
tient infeription  proves  that  it  afterwTard  be- 
came a  Roman  municipal  city.  When  the 
Oftro-Goths  overran  the  Roman  Empire,  this 
city  fell  under  their  jurifdiclion  ;  but  was 
again  recovered  by  Belifarius.  It  was  after- 
ward laid  wafte  by  the  Saracens,  and  Lom- 
bards. Charlemagne  was  the  laft  who  took  it; 
and  he  reftored  it  to  its  antient  freedom. 
His  fon  Pepin,  however,  gave  it  to  Adhemar, 
a  Frenchman,  with  the  title  of  Count.  The 
yoke  of  thefe  counts  was  {haken  off  by  the 
Genoefe,  in  the  eleventh  century  ;  and  they 
then  appointed  Confuls.  Even  in  thefe  times, 
the  city  was  furrounded  with  walls ;  and  di- 
vided into  fix  parts,  with  a  tribune  over  each 
divifion. 

Quarrels  foon  divided  the  citizens,  who 

chefe 
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cliofe  a  foreigner  to  be  their  podefta,  or  chief 
magiftrate  ;  but,  weary  of  this,  they  appoint- 
ed a  governor ;  and  afterward  elected  a  doge, 
from  the  nobility  and  the  citizens. 

They  were  induced,  by  new  difturbances, 
to  put  themfelves  under  the  power  of  Charles 
the  Sixth,  of  France.  In  the  year  1409,  they 
broke  the  chains  with  which  they  had  fet- 
tered themfelves,  put  the  French  garrifon  to 
death,  and  fubje&ed  themfelves  to  the  Mar-^ 
quis  of  Montferrat.  Four  years  afterward, 
they  recovered  their  liberties,  and  once  more 
ele&ed  a  doge  :  but  they  foon  became  tri- 
butary to  the  Duke  of  Milan  ;  and  again, 
in  the  year  1436,  regained  their  freedom. 
In  the  year  1458,  they  once  more  fubjected 
themfelves  to  the  French  5  and  in  three  years 
the  people  afferted  their  former  rights,  and 
reinftituted  the  doge.  They  once  more  offered 
themfelves  to  Lewis  the  Eleventh  ;  who  re- 
plied that,  if  Genoa  were  his,  he  would  con- 
fign  it  to  the  Devil. 

After  this,  the  city  was  torn  by  inteftine 
divifions  ;  by  the  factions  of  the  Guelphs  and 
Ghibelins,  and  by  the  contcfts  between  the 
families  of  Adorno  and  Fregofo.  The  empe- 
rors of  Germany,  the  kings  of  France,  and  the 

dukes 
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dukes  of  Milan,  governed  it  in  turns;  and 
it  was  on  the  brink  of  deftruction  when  the 
naval  hero,  Andrea  Doria,  one  of  the  greateft 
men  Italy  ever  produced,  fnatched  it  from  the 
arms  of  France,  and  once  mere  reftored  it  to 
freedom.  It  was  in  his  own  choice  to  have 
been  the  monarch  of  his  country  :  but  he 
nobly  declined  the  fovereign  rule  ;  and  was 
more  honoured  by  the  thankful  citizens,  when 
they  gave  him  the  high  title  of  Father  of  his 
country,  than  he  could  have  been,  had  he 
obtained  the  empire  of  the  world.  Since 
that  time  Genoa  has  ufually  been  allied  with 
Spain. 

In  the  year  1684,  it  was  bombarded  by  the 
French;  and  obtained  peace  only  on  the  mod 
humiliating  conditions.  The  doge,  who,  ac- 
cording to  law,  was  never  to  be  abfent,  was 
obliged,  with  four  fenators,  to  make  a  journey 
to  Verfailles ;  there  to  pay  homage  to  the  ar- 
rogant Lewis  the  Fourteenth.  While  they 
wTere  mewing  him  the  parts  of  this  new  mag- 
nificent palace,  he  was  afked,  what  of  all  the 
things  he  had  feen  he  thought  the  moft  fur- 
prifing  ?  .  He  replied,  with  a  fatiric  fmile,  It 
was  to  fee  the  Doge  of  Genoa  at  Verfailles. 

The  conflkution  of  this  free  ftate  is  an 

ariftocracy : 
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ariftocracy  :  or  rather  an  oligarchy.  The  go- 
vernment is  in  the  hands  of  the  patricians  ; 
who  are  divided  into  the  old  and  new  nobility. 
This  diftinclion  firft  began  with  eight-and* 
twenty  families  ;  that,  in  the  year  1 58  8,  were 
feparated  by  Doria  from  the  reft.  However, 
the  antient  nobility  do  not  date  higher  than  the 
twelfth  century.  Since  that  time,  other  noble 
families  have  been  added  to  the  antient  no- 
bility. The  new  nobility  confift  of  about  five 
hundred  families ;  at  the  head  of  whom  are 
the  Giuftiniani,  who  are  properly  of  the  an- 
tient nobility. 

The  new  nobility  was  formerly  excluded 
from  the  chief  offices  of  the  State.  Their  pri- 
vileges are  now  equal -to  thofe  of  the  antient 
race  ;  though  the  latter  enjoy  more  pow^er  and 
refpecT:.  The  doge  is  elecled  once  in  two 
years  ;  and  is  alternately  chofen  from  the  old 
and  new  nobility.  He  has  the  precedence  of 
fpeech  and  place,  in  all  their  public  affemblies; 
and,  after  his  two  years  have  expired,  com- 
plaints may  be  lodged  againft  him,  for  the 
fpace  of  eight  days.  Should  judgment  be 
given  in  favour  of  the  accufers,  he  is  excluded 
from  any  mare  in  public  affairs.  No  doge  can 
be  re-elected,  till  after  a  lapfe  of  ten  years. 

The 
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The  two  principal  public  bodies  arc  the 
governatori,  and  the  procuratori.  The  Jig- 
noriay  or  fenate,  confifts  of  the  twelve  gover* 
natori  and  the  doge.  The  procurator!  are 
eight,  with  the  addition  of  thofe  doges  who 
have  been  in  office,  and  who  enjoy  this  privi- 
lege for  life.  Official  appointments  are  only 
granted  for  two  years. 

The  fignoria  deliberates  on  the  moft  fecret 
affairs  :  but  the  moft  important  muft  be  fub- 
mitted  to  the  decifion  of  the  great  council,  to 
which  muft  be  likewife  added  the  confent  of 
the  procuratori.  To  the  latter  the  fuperin- 
tendance  of  the  treafury  and  the  public  reve- 
nues is  entrufted.  All  the  nobility  who  have 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-two,  have  been 
three  years  citizens,  and  are  of  unfullied  repu- 
tation, may  belong  to  the  great  council ;  which 
muft  not  exceed  the  number  of  four  hundred. 
This  council  it  is  true  is  annually  elected ;  but 
the  lame  members  are  always  re-chofen. 

The  legiflative  power  refides  in  the  great 
council :  but  the  little  council,  which  confifts 
of  the  governatori,  the  procuratori,  and  two 
hundred  counfellors,  has  a  predominating  in- 
fluence. 

The  college  of  the  fupremi  fyndicatori  re- 
1  vifes 
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vifes  the  adminiftration  of  the  doges,  the  go- 
vernatori,  the  procurator!,  and  other  magis- 
trates, as  foon  as  they  have  laid  down  their 
dignities.  Three  confervators  of  peace,  and 
two  confervators  of  laws,  are  chofen  everv 
other  year.  The  latter  fuperintend  elections  t 
the  former  enquire  into  private  difputes  ;  par- 
ticularly of  the  matrimonial  kind. 

Among  various  colleges,  or  committees, 
which  I  ihall  omit  to  defcribe,  I  muft  not  for- 
get one,  whofe  office  is  worthy  of  univerfal 
imitation.    It  is  to  enquire  into  and  defend 
the  rights  of  poor  prifoners.    The  admini- 
ftration of  juftice,  which  is  called  rota  civile \ 
is  entrufted  to  a  college  of  five  doctors ;  who 
are  foreigners,  and  who  are  elected  to  their 
office  once  in  two  years.    Whether  the  col- 
lege of  penal  judges,  rota  criminalc,  confifts  of 
foreigners  is  more  than  I  know.    The  reafon 
that  they  choofe  foreigners  for  the  adminiftra- 
tion of  public  juftice  is,  no  doubt,  that  they 
expect  more  impartiality  from  people  who 
have  no  connection  in  the  country,  than  from 
natives  :  but  it  ought  to  have  been  recollected 
that  judges,  who  continue  only  two  years 
in  the  country,  are  the  more  liable  to  be  cor- 
rupted.   Nor  can  it,  certainly,  be  any  good 

9  policy, 
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policy,  thus  degradingly  to  miftruft  their  own 
citizens.  We  indubitably  poflefs  very  excellent 
courts  of  juflice,  in  Germany;  on  Which  no 
fhade  of  partiality  has  been  cafh 

The  bank  of  St.  George  is  a  kind  of  govern- 
ment within  the  government  :  for  It  has  its 
own  laws,  mag-iftrates,  and  afiemblies.  The 
perfons  who  are  the  flock-helpers  are  the 
members  of  this  government.  Their  revenues 
are  greater,  by  one  half,  than  tnoie  of  the  re- 
public ;  the  income  of  which  does  not  exceed 
a  million  of  dollars. 

In  the  year  1746,  this  bank  advanced  five 
millions  of  dollars  to  the  State  ;  and,  in  the 
year  1751,  it  was  in  great  danger  of  bank- 
ruptcy :  but  the  great  council  granted  it  aid, 
by  eftablifliing  a  poll  tax  for  twenty  years. 

The  council  of  the  republic  annually  elect 
a  procurator,  and  eight  protestors  ;  who  fu- 
perintend  the  affairs  of  the  bank. 

The  territories  of  the  republic  contain 
ninety  German  fquare  miles,  allowing  fifteen 
miles  to  a  degree  ;  and  its  population  is  efti- 
mated  at  four  hundred  thoufand  fouls.  The 
country  is  mountainous,  and  fterile  ;  the  peo- 
ple laborious  and  hardy.  This  is  teftiried  of 

Vol.  I.  C  c  them 
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them  by  Diodorus  Siculus*.  Their  grain  i3 
infufficient  for  their  own  confumption  :  but 
this  is  amply  compenfated*  by  their  vineyards 
and  their  orchards  of  excellent  fruits.  Pro- 
tected from  the  north  winds  by  the  Apen- 
nines, they  enjoy  a  mild  climate  ;  which  pro- 
duces fruits  fuperior  to  thofe  of  Tufcanv,  add 
only  equalled  by  the  fouthern  provinces  .of 
the  Church  dates.  The  lemon,  the  orange, 
and  pomegranate*  ripen  on  trees  that  ftand  in 
the  open  air.  Of  almonds  and  figs  they  have 
great  abundance  ;  and  their  mulberry  and 
olive  trees  are  innumerable. 

The  filk  manufactory  of  the  city  is  fo  ex- 
tenfive  that  the  raw  filk*,  produced  in  their  own 
territory,  is  an  infufficient  fupply  :  they  are 
therefore  obliged  to  purchafe  more  from  the 
two  Sicilies,  and  Piedmont.  The  oil  produced 
at  the  preffes  of  St.  Remo  is  acknowledged 
to  be  the  beft  in  Europe. 

From  the  multitude  and  beauty  of  its  pa- 
faces,  the  city  deferves  the  epithet  of  La  fu~ 
perba^  or  the  magnificent ;  which  it  has  ob- 
tained. Were  it  not  for  the  narrownefs  of  the 
Strada  Balbi,  and  the  Strada  Nuova,  they 

*  Diocor.  vol.  i.  p.  2^5 — 66.  cd.  Vv  eflcl. 
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would  be  the  moft  beautiful  ftreets  in  the  . 
world.  There  is  no  place  from  which  their 
lofty  palaces  can  be  properly  feen.  The  pave- 
ment is  of  ftone,  with  three  rows  of  flags  :  one 
of  them,  in  the  middle,  broad  ;  and  the  two 
fides  next  to  the  houfes  narrow.  The  ftreets 
are  kept  clean  with  remarkable  care.  Many 
of  them  are  uncommonly  narrow  ;  and,  as  the 
town  is  exceedingly  populous,  the  throng  is 
exceedingly  inconvenient.  The  houfes  are 
from  five  to  fix  ftories  high  :  and  I  have  even 
counted  fome  that  were  feven  and  eight. 

A  little  French  work,  entitled  Defcription 
des  beaut  es  de  Genes,  17S1*,  enumerates  and 
defcribes  forty-three  palaces,  befide  the  palace 
of  the  Doge,  which  are  mod  of  them  built  in 
a  noble  ftyle  :  though  many  of  them  are  dis- 
figured, by  painted  pillars  and  other  intended 
ornaments.  The  fituation,  on  the  more  of  the 
Mediterranean's  certainly  one  of  the  grandeft 
and  moft  beautiful  in  the  world.  Built  in  the 
form  of  a  crefcent,  the  fhore  itfelf  having  the 
fame  form,  the  city  riles  on  its  little  hills, 
which  are  overhung  by  rocks.  The  haven  is 
uncommonly  fpacious,  circular,  and  bounded 


*  A  defcription  of  the  beauties  of  Genoa. 
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by  a  high  (tone  wall  ;  round  which  the  citi- 
zens walk. 

Two  fighthoufes  ftand  at  each  end  of  the 
entrance  into  the  haven  :  from  which  the  eye 
lofes  itfelf  in  the  expanfe  of  waters.  -A  much 
higher  lighthoufe  is  like  wife  built,  on  a  rock 
which  has  the  form  of  a  cone. 

No  fooner  docs  the  town  end  than  the 
country  hottfes  of  its  rich  citizens  begin.  The 
high  gardens  afford  repofe  to  the  eye,  when, 
not  fo  much  fatigued  as  terrified  by  viewing 
the  wild  waves,  it  turns  in  fearch  of  more 
tranquil  objects.  Yet  it  cannot  long  refrain 
from  reverting  again  to  the  mighty  deep  ;  the 
charms  of  which,  to  me,  appear  irrefiftible. 
We  were  {landing  on  a  wall,  that  was  at 
feaft  fixteen  ells  above  the  furface  of  the  fea. 
The  air  was  calm,  yet  the  motion  of  the 
l^ater  was  grand.  We  faw  the  fwelling  waves 
proceeding  from  a  great  diftance,  till  at  iaft 
they  came  dafhing,  with  the  noife  of  thunder, 
againrt  the  walls  ;  and  fprung,  vaulting  fo  fu- 
rioufly  that  they  fainted  us  with  their  fpray"*1. 

f  I  have  fince  often  remarked,  in  Sicily,  that  one  of  the 
general  figns  of  the  Sclrocco  is,  that,  when  this  wind 
prevails,  the  fea  is  in  great  motion  though  the  air  is 
calm.    It  blows  from  the  fouth-weft, 

When 
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When  the  fey  is  clear,  the  coaft  of  Corfica 
may  be  feen. 

Genoa  is  a  free  port ;  but  not  fo  much  fre- 
quented, by  foreign  nations,  as  Leghorn  : 
partly  becaufe  it  is  not  quite  fo  fafe,  and 
partly  becaufe  the  privileges  of  foreigners  are 
not  fo  great,  as  in  the  latter  town.  The 
limitations  here  are,  that  each  foreign  mer- 
chant may  keep  warehoufes  ;  in  which,  during 
a  year,  he  may  admit,  or  from  which  he  may 
export,  his  merchandize  duty  free:  except 
that,  if  this  merchandize  mould  be  purchafed 
in  the  ftate  or  city  of  Genoa,  he  muft  in  that 
cafe  pay  a' heavy  duty. 

The  number  of  the  inhabitants  cf  the  city 
is  fuppofed  to  be  eighty  thoufand.  The  fineft 
profpecT  of  the  haven,  toward  the  Mediterra- 
nean, is  from  the  garden  of  the  great  palace  of 
Poria;  which  is  built  fronting  the  gate  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  city.  In  the  centre  of  the 
garden,  and  in. the  middle  of  a  large  fountain, 
is  the  ftatue  of  Andrea  Doria;  under  the  figure 
of  Neptune,  ftanding  in  a  chariot  of  fhells,  and 
drawn  by  three  horfes.  He  holds  a  trident  in 
his  right  hand  ;  and  his  attitude  and  mien  arc 
commanding :  as  if,  in  the  words  of  Virgil, 
he  were  faying  *Quos  ego  !  He  is  furrounded 
C  c  3  by 
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by  box  fhrubs  and  cyprefs  trees,  cut  and  clip-* 
ped  in  a  wretched  tafte,  equally  unworthy  of 
the  grandeur  of  the  place  and  of  the  man. 

On  one  fide  is  a  charming  alley  of  the  large 
evergreen  prickly  oak  ;  the  leaves  of  which, 
in  form  and  colour,  refemble  the  dark  laurel 
leaves,  or  the  mining  foliage  which  we  occa- 
sionally find  in  the  prickly  hollyoak.  The 
acorn  is  like  that  of  an  oak,  only  fomething 
lefs. 

On  the  other  fide  is  an  orange  grove;  the 
trees  of  which, in  the  fevere  winter  of  1788-89, 
were  almoft  frozen  to  the  root:  but  have 
fince  fo  far  recovered,  and  become  fo  fruitful, 
as  fcarcely  to  leave  any  trace  of  this  misfor- 
tune. Some  of  the  fweet  orange  trees,  which 
have  fuffered  a  little,  are  of  a  confiderable  fize; 
and  are  now,  in  their  growth  and  beauty, 
richly  adorned  with  the  golden  apples  of  the 
Hefperides.  Though  it  is  November,  rofes 
and  carnations  are  in  bloom ;  and  fo  continue 
to  be,  during  the  whole  winter.  The  fpecta- 
tor  imagines  himfelf  in  the  gardens  of  Alci- 
nous  ;  or  tranfported  to  the  ifland  of  Calypfo. 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  difference  of  cli- 
mate, between  Genoa  and  Turin,  is  as  great 
as  that  between  Turin  and  Frankfort. 

You 
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You  would  be  furprifed  to  fee  fprouts  of 
the  fig,  and  the  laurel,  growing  between  the 
crevices  of  old  walls.  The  fruit  and  vegetable 
market  is  now,  in  November,  amply  fupplied. 
Among  other  fruits,  there  is  a  cheap  berry 
which  exceedingly  refembles  the  ftrawberry : 
except  that  it  is  fomething  larger,  and  of  a 
deeper  red :  though  in  tafte  and  fcent  it  is 
much  inferior.  The  plant  that  bears  it  is 
called  the  Arbutus  uncdo.  The  Reaumur 
thermometer  at  prefent  is  twelve  degrees  above 
the  freezing  point.  In  the  fevere  winter  of 
1788,  which  is  here  fpoken  of  as  a  remark- 
able event,  it  was  never  lower  than  the  fifth 
degree  below  the  freezing  point. 

Our  time  is  limited,  and  it  would  require  a 
long  ftay  to  examine  all  that  is  worthy  of  be- 
ing feen,  in  the  churches  and  palaces.  The 
church  of  St.  Charles  is  built  in  the  form  of  a 
Greek  crofs  :  the  fide  chapel,  which  is  on  the 
left  of  the  high  altar,  is  of  black  marble.  There 
is  a  large  bronze  crucifix,  of  great  beauty. 
There  are  likewife  twelve  burls  of  bronze. 
The  whole  chapel  is  the  work  of  Algardi. 

The  church  of  the  Annunciata  is  rich  and 
magnificent.    The  nave  is  fupported  by  laige 
C  c  4  indented 
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indented  pillars,  of  white  marble,  the  hollow 
parts  of  which  are  incr lifted  with  a  mottled  red 
and  white  marble.  I  did  not  think  the  pic- 
tures very  admirable  ;  except  that,  over  the 
entrance,  is  a  Ghrift  adminiftering  the  laft 
fupper,  the  mafter  piece  of  Giulio  Oefare  Pro- 
caccino,  which  is  really  excellent.  We  faw  it 
indeed  to  a  difad vantage  ;  for  the  church  itfelf 
is  not  light,  and  the  day  was  on  the  decline. 
The  whole  ceiling  is  painted.  The  church 
appeared  to  me  to  have  two  faults  ;  which, 
being  combined,  mutually  increafe  each  other; 
it  is  dark,  and  of  different  colours. 

The  Exchange  is  not  fo  magnificent  as 
might  have  been  expected,  in  an  antient 
wealthy  and  commercial  city,  like  this  :  but 
it  is  light,  fpacious,  and  convenient.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  by  the  retail  fhops  of  the  citizens. 

The  Jefuits'  college,  which,  fince  the.  abo- 
lition of  the  order,  has  been  inhabited  by  other 
learned  men,  ftands  in  the  Strada  Balbi.  One 
of  the  Balbi  family  gave  this  palace  to.  the  Je- 
fuits, in  the  laft  century.  The  pillars  of  the 
court,  the  ftaircafe,  the  high  galleries,  which 
are  likewife  fupported  by  pillars,  and  the  two 
large  lions  of  white  marble,  which  catch  the 

eye 
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eye  at  the  lower  ftaircafe,  as  foon  as  you  pafs 
the  portico  through  which  you  enter,  produce 
altogether  a  great  effect. 

The  great  place,  Aqua  Verde,  which  is 
much  celebrated,  I  thought  very  indifferent. 

About  noon,  as  we  were  fitting  at  table,  a 
well  dreffed  man  entered  the  room,  and  threw 
before  us  a  little  unbound  book.  This  book 
contained  poems,  that  he  had  compofed.  He 
likewife  announced  himfelf  as  an  improvifa- 
tore,  and  defired  me  to  give  him  a  fubjecT:.  I 
gave  him  the  fall  of  Phaeton.  Scarcely  had  I 
uttered  the  word,  before  he  began,  with  in- 
credible volubility,  and  with  a  very  animated 
gefture,  to  fmg.  Not  being  fufficiently  fami- 
liarized with  the  Italian  pronunciation,  and 
lefs  acquainted  with  the  language  than  was 
'neceflary  for  the  occafion,  we  found  it  difficult 
to  follow  the  inceffant  flow  of  the  words  of  a 
finging  improvifatore  :  however,  I  underftooo^ 
fufiicient  to  admire  the  fertility  of  his  verifi- 
cation, the  fervour  of  his  imagery,  and  the 
enthufiafm  of  his  imagination. 

I  own  to  you  that,  till  I  had  heard  this 
man,  I  had  no  great  refpecl:  for  what  may  be 
called  a  legerdemain  exhibition  of  genius : 
and  I  am  ftill  very  far  from  comparing  this 

kind 
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kind  of  facility  of  intellect  wifh  thofe  infpired 
moments  when  the  poet  feels  himfelf  involun- 
tarily feized,  with  a  grandeur  of  conception 
and  a  flow  of  thought  which  he  cannot  re- 
ftrain.  There  is  however  an  innate  fertility, 
which  feems  peculiar  to  a  people  whofe  ani- 
mation is  unlverfal,  whofe  productive  power 
is  great,  and  who  have  proved  their  fuperi- 
ority  in  works  of  every  kind  ;  which  are  im- 
mortal 

Erneft  has,  at  laft,  had  the  fatisfaduon  of 
feeing  a  giant.  He  is  a  German,  who  comes 
from  fome  place  near  Frankfort  on  the  Main. 
He  is  more  than  two  heads  taller  than  the 
common  fize  of  men:  but,  like  the  other 
giants  whom  I  have  feen,  he  appears  to  be 
weak  and  helplefs.  I  could  not  forbear  laugh- 
ing at  a  man,  who,  although  he  faw  the  boots 
the  giant  ufually  wore,  and  that  his  hands  and 
xirms  were  of  a  proportionate  fize  to  the  reft  of 

*  The  Portuguefe  likewife  have  their  improvifatori. 
The  Spanifli  comedians  poflefs  a  Gmilar  talent.  I  am  in- 
formed that  their  poets  only  furnifn  fketches  for  their 
plays  :  and  that  the  players  add  dialogue  of  their  own, 
which  is  not  preconcerted.  They  not  only  vie  with  the 
wit  of  the  poet,  but  endeavour,  by  the  fallies  of  genius, 
to  rival  each  other :  fo  that  the  fame  piece,  every  time  it 
it  performed,  is  played  with  new  variations. 

his 
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1-iis  body,  yet  fell  into  the  abfurd  perfuafion 
that  he  made  hirfifelf  tall  by  the  height  of  his 
boot  heels.  The  giant,  by  pulling  off  his 
boot,  put  him  to  the  blufh.  I  mention  this 
incident  as  charadteriftic  of  a  certain  kind  of 
Gbftinacy  of  unbelief.  The  man  imagined 
himfelf  wifer  than  we  were,  becaufe  he  had 
the  wit  to  doubt  of  the  fize  of  a  giant,  who 
flood  before  his  eyes. 


LETTER  XXXV. 

Genoa,  jih  November  1*791. 

ERE  appears  to  me  a  fingular 
difficulty,  my  friend,  while  innumerable 
beauties  of  every  kind  are  floating  before  me, 
fo  to  feled:  and  defcribe  them  as  to  give  you 
pleafure.  Out  of  this  multitude  of  objects, 
which  folicit  attention  in  Italy,  a  traveller  can 
fcut  choofe  a  few.  Their  number  and  their 
worth  opprefs  him 

Velut  unda  fupervemt  undam  *  : 
Wave  impelling  wave : 

f  Horace. 

and 


396  TRAVELS  OF 

and  embanafs  recolledlion.  How  difficult 
likewife  is  it  to  fatisfy  ourfelves,  when  we 
would  wifh  to  communicate  the  plcalure  v/e 
have  received,  while  contemplating  the  works 
of  nature  or  of  genius  ! 

The  day  before  yefterday,  we  began  with 
the  palace  of  Brignole  ;  which  is  called"  the 
red  palace,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  another,  that 
likewife  belongs  to  one  of  the  family  of  Brig- 
nole, and  that  ftands  oppofite  to  it.  We  did 
not  vifit  it  for  the  fake  of  its  magnificence,  but 
to  view  the  paintings  :  though  our  aftonifh- 
ment  was  excited  by  its  , grandeur,  and  good 
tafte.  The  mo  ft  famous  palaces  of  private 
perfons,  among  us,  are  poor,  compared  to 
thefe.  If  we  except  the  hall  of  the  knights, 
in  the  palace  of  Copenhagen,  and  the  very 
extraordinary  new  palace  of  Prince  Potemkin, 
at  Peterfburg ;  it  appears  to  me  that  all  that 
I  have  beheld,  in  the  palaces  of  princes  and 
Jcings,  is  trifling,  compared  with  the  magnir 
ficence  of  thofe  of  Genoa. 

Of  the  many  paintings,  which  I  have  feen 
here  in  palaces  and  churches,  there  are  only  a 
few  that  I  can  now  remember  fufficiently  to 
clefcribe.  In  the  Brignole  palace  is  a  Phcebus, 
in  his  beaming  car;  with  the  four  Seafons,  as 
6  little 
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little  Genii ;  and  the  Hours,  ft  re  wing  rofes. 
One  of  the  Hours  is  inexpreffibly  lovely,  and 
graceful.    The  picture  is  by  Dominico  Piola. 

A  portrait  of  one  of  the  Brignole  family, 
on  a  white  horfe,  and,  oppofite,  his  wife,  are 
both  by  Vandyke. 

Chrift  driving  the  money  changers,  and 
fellers  of  doves,  out  of  the  temple,  is  by  Guer- 
cino.  The  countenance  of  Chrift  is  moft  ex- 
cellently expreflive,  of  facred  folemnity  and 
commanding  dignity.  A  female  feller  of 
cloves  looks  at  him  with  aftonifhment.  A 
money  changer  appears  very  unwillingly  im- 
pelled by  apprehenfion  to  depart.  Fear  cha- 
radlerifes  all  the  fugitives. 

Chrift  with  the  tribute  money,  by  Vandyke, 
is  a  dignified  painting.  The  countenance  and 
attitude  of  Chrift  are  noble,  and  beautiful,  in 
the  higheft  degree.  The  two  fcribes  are 
marked  by  a  natural  and  ftrong  expreflion  of 
deceitful  knavery.  The  traits  of  comedy, 
which  are  vifible  in  their  countenances,  do  not 
offend.  Cunning  difappointed,  and  knavery 
outwitted,  excite  an  inclination  to  laugh; 
however  unwilling  you  may  be.  The  fteady 
eye  of  Chrift  penetrates  to  their  very  fouls. 
It  is  a  great  picture. 

A  beau- 
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A  beautiful  Holy  Family  is  by  Giulio  Ce- 
fare  Procaccino. 

Thefe  are  the  works  which  I  perfectly  well 
remember.  The  palace  may  contain  about  a 
hundred  and  fifty  pictures  ;  and  among  them 
are  many  mafterpieces :  but  the  impreflion 
they  made  on  me  was  weakened  by  their 
number. 

The  church  which  formerly  belonged  to  the 
Jefuits,  and  which  is  now  the  church  of  St. 
Ambrofe,  is  a  grand  building.  It  is  entirely 
painted  in  frefco,  by  Carlone. 

Over  the  high  altar  is  a  large  piclure  of  the 
Circumcifion,  by  Rubens.  It  was  painted  in 
Antwerp;  and  he  was  deceived  in  the  height 
at  which  it  was  intended  to  be  hung;  fo  that  it 
is  not  now  feen  to  good  advantage. 

I  was  better  pleafed  with  an  Ignatius  Loy-*- 
ola,  exorcifing  a  woman  pofleffed,  and  railing 
dead  children.  The  calm  mild  grandeur  of 
the  faint  is  moft  excellently  contrafted  with 
the  rage  of  the  pofTefTed  woman ;  in  whofe 
attitude,  backward  diftorted  neck,  and  inflated 
throat,  there  is  an  expreffion  of  great  ter- 
ror. 

The  Afllimption  of  the  Virgin,  by  Guido,  is 
of  heavenly  beauty ;  and  appears  to  me  at  leaft 

equal 
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equal  to  the  famous  Affumption,  by  the  fame 
mailer,  which  is  at  DliiTeldorf. 

She  is  here  high  among  the  clouds,  with 
angels  hovering  around  her,  and  the  apoRles 
regarding  her  with  aftoniihment  and  love. 

The  palace  of  the  Doge  is  grand  ;  but  not 
to  be  compared  with  the  palaces  of  many  pri- 
vate individuals.  The  pillars  are  daubed  over 
with  paint,  and  the  marble  is  concealed.  The 
whole  building  appears  to  me  rather  to  pretend 
to  grandeur  than  to  poifefs  it.  Fronting  the 
ilaircafe  in  the  court,  there  are  marble  buils  of 
Andrea  and  John  Andrea  Doria.  They  are 
ill  executed  ;  perhaps  no  better  than  the  buils 
of  the  Pruffian  generals,  which  are  placed  in 
William's  Square  in  Berlin. 

The  halls  of  the  little  and  the  great  councils 
are  in  this  palace.  That  of  the  latter  is  very 
capacious,  and  refls  upon  columns.  The  large 
flatues  do  not  appear  to  me  beautiful :  neither 
did  I  think  the  pictures  excellent.  There  are 
places  left  for  many  others,  with  which  it  is 
intended  to  ornament  this  hall. 

The  hall  of  the  little  council  is  beautiful : 
but  I  thought  the  pi&ures  fpotted  and  poor. 
There  is  an  arfenal  in  this  palace;  which  is 
formidably  flored,  and  well  arranged.  Among 

other 
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other  things,  they  here  mew  about  thirty  coat* 
of  mail  5  which,  as  it  is  faid,  the  Genoefe 
women  caufed  to  be  made  for  themfeives,  to- 
ward the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century^ 
that  they  might  make  a  crufade.  This  warlike 
expedition  was  prevented  by  the  Pope.  Here 
too  is  a  cannon  of  leather. 

The  iron  head  of  a  fhip,  as  ufed  by  the  an- 
tients,  and  which  had  been  found  in  the  haven, 
is  kept  in  this  arfenal.  It  is  a  roftrum  in  its 
proper  fenfe ;  for  its  form  is  that  of  the  head 
of  a  wild  beaft,  worked  to  a  point* 

In  the  way  from  the  palace  of  the  Doge  to 
the  church  of  Carignan,  we  paiTed  over  a 
broad  high  ftorie  bridge  ;  the  intention  of 
which  is  to  connect  the  hill  of  Carignan  with 
the  hill  of  Sarzano.    It  is  fo  lofty  that  houfes 
of  fix  ftories  high  are  built  under  its  arches  ; 
between  the  roofs  of  which  and  the  bridge 
there  is  ftill  a  very  confiderable  fpace.  On 
one  fide  of  the  bridge,  we  could  overlook  a 
great  part  of  the  town ;  and  on  the  other  the 
haven,  with  a  part  of  the  weftern  coaft.  This 
bridge  was  erefted  by  a  perfon  of  the  family 
of  Sauli. 

The  predeceflbrs  of  this  noble  citizen  were 
the  founders  of  the  church  of  Carignan.  The 

architect 
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arcnitecT:  that  built  it  was  Galeazzo  Aleffi  Pe- 
rugino.  It  is  beautiful,  light,  and  grand;  and  is 
adorned  by  four  colofial  ftatues  of  marble,  the 
fineft  of  which  is  Saint  Sebaftian^  bound  naked 
to  a  tree,  with  two  arrow  wounds  in  his  fide. 
The  dignity  of  the  martyr,  his  foretafte  of 
heaven,  and  the  pangs  of  fuffering  nature,  are 
united,  and  fully  exprefled,  in  his  counte- 
nance. The  body  is  of  great  truth  and  beauty. 

Peter  and  John  with  the  lame  man,  at  the 
gate  of  the  temple,  by  Dominico  Piola,  is  a 
line  picture.  The  lame  man  is  excellent :  but 
I  do  not  think  I  difcover  all  the  grandeur  and 
apoftolic  dignity  of  Peter,  when,  to  the  dif- 
eafed  man  who  is  expecting  an  alms  from 
him,  he  utters  the  words  that  precede  the  mi- 
racle :  "  Silver  and  gold  have  I  none :  but 
"  fuch  as  I  have  give  1  thee.  In  the  name  of 
"  Jefus  Chrift  of  Nazareth,  rife  up  and  walk." 

We  yefterday  faw  three  palaces  ;  each  be- 
hind the  other.  The  firft,  belonging  to  Mar- 
cellino  Durazzo,  in  royal  magnificence  excels 
even  the  red  palace  of  Brignole.  In  Genoa, 
you  perceptibly  feel  that  you  are  in  the  palaces 
of  the  creditors  of  the  princes  of  Europe.  In 
one  of  the  firft  halls,  we  faw  three  large  pic- 
tures, by  Luca  Giordano :  one  of  Seneca  dy- 

Vol.  I,  Dd  ing, 
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ing,  another  of  Olindo  and  Sophronia,  and  the 
third  of  Perfeus,  with  the  head  of  Medufa, 
turning  Phineas  into  ftone.  They  are  full  of 
genius.  The  fecond  represents  Clorinda 
coming  on  horfeback,  and  the  two  lovers,  who 
were  both  to  have  been  burnt,  being  bound 
to  the  fame  flake,  in  the  act  of  being  fet  free. 
Where  is  the  reader  of  TafTo,  who  has  forgot- 
ten this  fcene  ? 

A  Magdalen,  warning  the  feet  of  Chrift, 
when  he  was  fitting  at  the  feaft  of  the  Phari- 
fees,  is  by  Paul  Veronefe.  The  picture  is 
well  preferved,  and  very  beautiful ;  though 
the  two  principal  characters  do  not  appear  to 
me  equal  to  fome  of  the  others.  The  owner 
of  the  palace  has  a  copy  of  this  picture;  which 
is  fo  like  the  original  that  no  man  could  affirm 
it  to  be  a  copy. 

Juno,  transferring  the  eyes  of  Argus  to  the 
tail  of  the  peacock,  is  by  Rubens.  The  body 
of  Argus,  lying  before  the  car,  is  excellently 
painted.  The  painter  was  very  right,  in  tak- 
ing care  to  conceal  the  bleeding  part  of  the 
body :  but  the  reprefentation  of  a  female  tak- 
ing the  head  in  her  hand,  and  tearing  out  the 
eyes,  is  exceflivcly  difagreeable  :  as  likewife 
are  the  eye6  which  Juno  holds  in  the  palm  of 

her 
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her  hand,  where  they  lie  like  colours  on  a 
pallet. 

The  whole  haven,  and  beyond  that  the  Me- 
diterranean, are  feen  from  a  high  and  large 
balcony  of  this  palace.  The  roofs  of  the 
houfes  of  Genoa  are  not  flat,  but  are  covered 
with  flate  a  little  elevated.  The  palaces  have 
open  large  balconies,  on  which  the  pofleffors 
may  enjoy  the  frefli  air,  furrounded  by  flowers 
and  orange  trees.  After  having  been  exa- 
mining numerous  pictures,  the  quick  fuccef- 
fion  of  which  is  injurious  to  the  pleafure  they 
give,  you  feel  a  defire  again  to  tafte  undifturb- 
ed  the  frefh  air ;  and  the  profped  of  great 
nature,  as  me  is,  revives  the  heart.  Of  her  we 
were  not  eafily  wearied.  We  returned  from 
the  works  of  art,  like  a  child  from  its  doll  to 
the  arms  and  lap  of  a  kind  careffing  mother. 

The' palace  of  Marcello  Durazzo  is  not  fo 
magnificent  as  that  which  I  have  before  de- 
fcribed,  by  the  name  of  Marcellino :  but  it  is 
no  lefs  rich  in  paintings.  Of  thefe  I  will 
mention  only  a  few. 

The  Hiftory  of  Achilles,  in  fix  pictures,  by 
fix  different  mafters,  to  me  appears  very  cold. 
A  man  would  imagine  that  thefe  painters  had 
read  the  argument  of  every  book  of  the  Iliad, 
D  d  2  but 
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but  not  the  Iliad  itfelf.  The  grand  image  ot 
the  hero  they  have  neither  felt  nor  produced. 

A  Chrift  with  the  tribute  money,  by  Guer- 
cino,  in  my  opinion,  may  contend  the  garland 
of  victory  with  that  of  Vandyke ;  which  I 
faw  the  day  before  yefterday.  I  own  the 
Chrift  of  Vandyke  has  the  moft  power :  yet 
that  of  Guercino  is  full  of  foul  and  dignity. 
It  is  one  of  the  few  heads  of  Chrift  which  can 
fatisfy  the  eye  of  a  chriftian  ;  as  far  as  It  can 
be  fatrsfied,  by  the  efforts  of  the  painter. 

Three  of  the  fcribes  are  excellently  con- 
trafted  with  the  dignified  grandeur  of  the  Sa- 
viour. One  who  looks  him  in  the  face,  while 
he  mews  him  the  tribute  money,  wifhes  to 
aflame  the  appearance  of  honefty  j  but  you 
vifibly  read  the  cunning  knave  in  his  counte- 
nance. A  little  behind  him  ftands  another, 
with  an  artful  malicious  air  ;  and  a  third  lurk^ 
and  leers  from  behind  x  pillar. 

Samuel  anointing  David  king,  by  I  know 
not  what  mafter,  if  I  miftake  not,  is  a  very 
good  picture.  Aftoniftiment  and  humility, 
but  not  terror,  are  exprefled  in  the  counte- 
nance of  the  fhepherd  youth :  who  is  excel- 
lently reprefented,  with  a  dark  complexion, 
fine  eyes,  and  a  handfome  figure* 

Chrift 
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Chrift  with  the  woman  taken  in  adultery,  by 
Giulio  Cefare  Procaccino,  is  a  noble  painting ; 
and  in  a  great  ftyle. 

Heraclitus  and  Democritus,  by  Spagnio- 
letto,  are  two  fine  pieces,  and  full  of  character. 

There  is  a  weeping  philofopher,  by  the 
fame  matter;  perhaps  another  Heraclitus. 

In  the  palace  of  Francefco  Balbi  there  are 
likewife  many  beautiful  pictures. 

A  picture  of  Chrift  with  his  difciples  in  the 
garden,  by  Michael  Angelo  Buonaroti,  proves 
that  men  of  the  greater!:  genius,  of  which  clafs 
this  painter  undoubtedly  was,  fuffer  themfelves 
to  be  led  away  by  the  tafte  of  the  times.  . 
Chrift  is  here  reprefented  twice  in  the  fame 
piece,  and  both  times  in  the  foreground  ;  once 
kneeling  at  prayer,  and  again  haranguing  the 
difciples. 

Maria  with  the  little  Jefus,  various  men, 
women,  and  children,  St.  George  with  the 
banner,  and  an  old  man,  is  a  compofition  by 
Rubens;  in  which  he  has  introduced  himfelf, 
his  wife,  his  children,  and  his  flit  her.  St. 
George  is  the  character  he  has  chofen  for  him- 
felf. He  ftands,  full  of  vigour  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  with  the  banner ;  which  feems  to  be 
beautifully  waved  by  his  mufcular  arm.  The"  - 
D  d  3  is 
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is  another  piclure  of  the  fame  fubjeft,  which 
is  ftill  more  mafterly,  at  Antwerp ;  and  this  is 
very  probably  a  copy,  by  one  of  his  fcholars. 

Jofeph,  interpreting  the  dream  of  the  chief 
butler,  is  an  excellent  performance,  by  Ca- 
pucino.  We  are  in  want  however  of  the 
ch'ef  baker  ;  who  it  is  true,  in  the  ftory,  a&s 
but  a  tragical  part :  however,  for  that  very 
reafon,  it  would  be  well  contrafted  with  the 
chief  butler. 

Chrift  and  the  Samaritan  woman,  by  Guer- 
cino. 

I  mail  omit  defcribing  feveral  churches 
which  we  have  feen.  The  church  of  St.  Ste- 
phen is  not  remarkable  in  itfelf,  except  that  it 
pofTelTes  a  great  treafure  in  an  altarpiece; 
which  represents  the  ftoning  of  St.  Stephen, 
with  the  heavens  open,  and  Jefus  fitting  on 
the  right  hand  of  God.  The  upper  figures 
are  by  Julio  Romano  :  thofe  of  Stephen  and 
the  ftone  fiingers  are  by  Raphael.  Anger  and 
rage  are  confpicuous  in  fome  of  the  latter. 
An  old  man  is  inflamed  with  zeal.  The  noble 
martyr,  kneeling,  a  beautiful  and  youthful 
figure,  fixes  his  enraptured  eyes  on  heaven. 
Saul,  not  yet  converted,  kneels  befiJe  the  gar- 
ments of  the  executioners  ;  looking  likewife 

4  toward 
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toward  heaven,  but  with  an  afpecl  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  Stephen.  To  the  things 
which  Stephen  beheld  young  Saul  was  blind  : 
however,  we  difcover  in  his  countenance  great 
zeal  for  the  truths  he  knew.  We  perceive  in 
him  the  future  apoftle  ;  which  the  painter  well 
knew  how  to  delineate.  Oh  Raphael !  Ra- 
phael ! 

The  great  hofpital  has  been  built  by  the 
grandees  of  Genoa.  Its  marble  pillars,  its 
handfome  ftaircafe  and  avenue,  and  the  greats 
iiefs  of  the  whole,  excite  our  admiration.  The 
fick,  of  every  nation  and  of  every  faith,  are 
here  admitted  ;  and  the  number  of  them,  in 
winter,  frequently  amounts  to  fixteen  hun- 
dred. 

This  hofpital  is  ornamented  with  about 
feventy  ftatues,  of  perfons  who  have  given 
donations ;  and  the  kind  of  rank  which  thefe 
ftatues  maintain,  among  each  other,  is  re- 
markable. Thofe  who  have  beftowed  fifty 
thoufand  livres  of  Genoa  have  each  a  marble 
buft  ;  thofe  of  a  hundred  thoufand  have  whole 
length  ftatues;  and  thofe  who  have  given  a 
greater  fum  are  feated. 

In  the  evening,  we  went  to  the  playhoufe  ; 
Tvhere  we  faw  Harlequin,  Pantaloon,  and  Brig-? 

D  d  4  hella, 
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heila,  as  the  chief  characters  In  the  piece. 
Partly  for  want  of  being  familiar  with  the 
Italian  language,  and  partly  becaufe  of  the  dif- 
ferent dialects,  we  miffed  understanding  many 
things.  However,  we  thought  the  entertain- 
ment fhort.  Germans  pretend  to  difdain 
Harlequin:  but  can  they,  if  they  wifh  for 
real  humour,  entirely  fuffer  his  abfence  ?  I  do 
net  afk  what  is  poffible  to  man ;  but  what  is 
poffible  to  us.  Among  many  buffooneries  and 
not  a  little  abfurdity,  there  ftill  was  a  true 
comic  vein  that  ran  through  the  piece.  For 
my  own  part,  I  confider  the  Italian  comedians, 
generally  fpeaking,  as  poffeffed  of  more  comic 
humour  than  our  own.  There  is  lefs  to  blame 
in  them;  though  they  are  not  blamelefs. 

In  the  palace  of  Giacomo  Balbi  are  likewife 
many  noble  pictures. 

Luca  Giordano  has  painted  three,  of  a  large 
fize.  One  is  the  rape  of  the  Sabines.  This  is 
a  fine  fubject,  and  managed  with  great  dig^ 
riity,  by  the  painter.  The  numerous  paffions 
here  have  free  play  ;  manly  love,  female  an- 
ger, terror  of  a  high  degree,  and  determined 
courage,  are  well  contracted  with  each  other. 

Perfeus,  with  the  head  of  Mednfa,  is  a  fe- 
cond  ;  and  Jezebel,  torn  by  the  dogs,  a  third, 

by 
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by  this  mafter.  Jehu  reins  in  his  horfes,  and 
attentively  regards  the  dreadful  fpe&acle : 
dreadful,  yet  nobly  handled,  and  without  ex- 
citing difguft. 

Vandyke,  with  that  art  which  was  pecu- 
liarly his  own,  has  here  likewife  painted  three 
children  ;  with  all  the  beauty,  animation,  and 
characteriftics,  of  childhood. 

A  very  fine  Magdalen,  by  Guido,  writh  a 
death's  head  in  her  hand.  Deep  felt  forrow 
is  mo  ft  excellently  exprefled,  in  her  beautiful 
countenance. 

Two  very  noble  large  landfcapes,  by  Ru- 
bens. A  fine  choice  of  objects,  rich,  and 
grand,  with  the  foregrounds  excellently  made 
out,  fo  as  to  make  them  rife  from  the  canvas, 
with  foftening  fhades,  till  we  come  to  the  mod 
diftant  blue  in  which  the  horizon  is  loft  to  the 
fight,  give  thefe  pictures  a  ftrong  appearance 
of  nature. 

A  Holy  Family,  by  the  fame  mafter;  from 
which  the  fpectator  cannot  tear  himfelf  with* 
out  great  difficulty.  Few  pictures  have  afford- 
ed me  equal  pleafure.  The  child  Jefus  is 
extended  in  a  cradle,  careffing  John  the  Bap- 
tift.  They  are  two  beautiful  boys.  The  dawn 
of  heavenly  grace  is  vifible,  in  the  ecftatic 

mien 
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mien  of  the  godlike  child.  John  looks,  with 
infantine  aftonifhment,  at  Jefus  in  the  cradle. 
The  virgin  is  fitting ;  and,  with  tender  emOf 
tion,  employing  both  her  hands  to  rock  the 
cradle.  Her  beauty  is  not  exquifite  ;  but  her 
youthful  countenance  is  very  agreeable.  The 
more  you  look  at  it,  the  more  you  are  intereft- 
ed,  by  the  expreflion  of  purity  of  heart,  devo- 
tion, and  maternal  delight.  Jofeph,  a  vene- 
rable old  man,  {lands  behind,  looking  over  her 
fhoulder ;  his  body  humbly  inclined,  regarding 
the  child  Jefus.  Elizabeth  kneels  behind 
John ;  with  the  fweetefl  exprefhon  of  devo- 
tion, and  the  nobleft  countenance  of  a  hand* 
fome  matron  that  can  be  imagined. 

We  have  vifited  the  haven,  where  the  galljes 
lie ;  befide  which  there  are  fhops,  where  the 
Turks,  who  are  enflaved,  vend  all  kinds  of 
wares:  coffee,  chocolate,  fugar, diftilled  waters, 
pipes,  tobacco,  flippers  and  ftraw  mats.  They 
are  fuffered  to  go  free  in  the  haven ;  but  muft 
not  wralk  through  the  city,  except  chained  two 
and  two,  and  under  the  guard  of  an  overfeer, 
In  this  manner,  they  offer  their  wares  to  fale 
in  the  city ;  and  particularly  red  and  yellow 
dippers.  At  night  they  are  obliged  to  fleep 
on  board  the  gallies.    Thofe  prifoners  that; 

have 
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iiave  been  condemned  to  the  gallies  for  their 
crimes  are  much  more  rigoroufly  treated  than 
the  Turks ;  who  are  juflly  confidered  only  as 
prifoners  of  war.  The  latter  therefore  can 
only  purchafe  their  redemption.  The  others 
are  fentenced  to  the  gallies  for  a  certain  num- 
ber of  years,  equivalent  to  the  greatnefs  of 
their  offence.  None  but  great  criminals  re- 
main fettered  on  board  the  gallies. 

Six  months  in  the  year,  the  prifoners  are  at 
fea.  They  are,  beyond  all  companion,  better 
treated  than  the  galley  flaves  of  the  French* 
I  fpoke  with  feveral  of  them,  and  the  only 
complaints  I  heard  were  of  their  cold  ftations, 
in  winter  nights,  on  board  the  gallies ;  and  of 
their  food.  Their  daily  allowance  is  two 
pounds  of  bread,  and  three  ounces  of  large 
beans. 

During  the  fix  winter  months,  they  are  in 
harbour ;  and  often  have  an  opportunity  of 
learning  fome  trifle  in  the  city.  They  are  fel- 
dom,  and  but  for  afhort  time,  put  to  labour  at 
public  works.  The  Turks  do  not  eafily  obtain 
their  freedom :  probably,  becaufe  they  have 
no  intercourfe  with  their  relations  ;  or  that 
they  want  connections  in  Genoa.  They  pur- 
chafe their  own  redemption  with  the  money 

which 
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which  they  earn,  during  their  imprifonment. 
Some  of  them  have  been  prifoners  from  thirty 
to  forty  years  ;  and  thefe  mull  either  have 
been  indolent,  or  ignorant  of  trade. 

You  may  recollect  how  very  much  we  both 
were  moved,  by  the  defcription  which  is 
given,  in  Du  Paty's  Account  of  the  condition 
of  the  poor  imprifoned  Turks,  at  Genoa.  I 
have  made  ftricl:  enquiries,  both  of  a  Swifs, 
who  has  lived  here  five  years,  and  of  a  mer- 
chant from  Geneva,  who  has  been  fourteen 
years  in  this  city.  Both  are  men  deferving 
of  credit ;  and  the  merchant  was  the  friend  of 
Du  Paty,  and  bound  to  him  by  the  ties  of 
mutual  hofpitality  :  yet  both  declared  that  Du 
Paty's  relation  was  wholly  ungrounded.  His 
friend  alleged,  in  his  defence,  an  overheated 
.imagination;  and  an  excefs  of  fenfibility ;  by 
which  he  had  been  mifled. 

Thoufands  blefs  the  memory  of  Howard, 
the  friend  of  the  human  race,  who  travelled 
over  kingdoms  and  leas,  viiited  hofpitals  and 
prilbns,  and  with  noble  fortitude  oppofed 
avarice  and  oppreffion.  He  was  indeed  the 
benefactor  of  the  wretched ;  numbers  of 
whom,  before  his  time,  were  treated  either 
with  fhameful  negledt  or  with  the  moll  hard 

hearted 
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hearted  and  pernicious  avarice.  Writers  of 
travels  do  well  who  cenfure  abufes,  after  a 
careful  examination  :  fome  of  which  abufes, 
indeed,  are  fo  felf-evident  that,  to  be  proved, 
they  require  only  to  be  feen.  Numberlefs 
cuftoms  deferve  cenfure  ;  but  contempt  is  the 
lot  of  that  traveller,  who  affumes  the  malls:  of 
humanity,  or  philofophy,  to  calumniate  a 
nation. 

Sick  Turks  are  generally  brought  to  the 
hofpital,  which  is  appointed  for  the  reception- 
of  prifoners  ;  where  they  are  not  treated  as 
prifoners,but  as  perfons  fuffering  under  difeafe. 
I  yefterday  faw  one,  in  the  great  hofpital. 

I  have  no  where  feen  fuch  a  multitude  of 
beggars,  as  in  Genoa.  What  is  mod  remark- 
able, they  fcarcely  ever  addrefs  themfelves  to 
the  Genoefe,  but  to  ftrangers  only.  The 
number  of  the  lame  and  blind  is  uncommonly 
great.  A  foreigner  is  followed  by  beggars  in 
every  ftreet ;  and  he  meets  them  again  in  the 
churches,  and  on  the  fteps  before  the  church. 
It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find  in  the  church 
a  beggar,  all  in  rags,  who  will  name  you  the 
mafter  who  painted  each  picture,  point  out  the 
beft  place  from  which  you  may  examine  it, 
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nay  frequently  detail  the  fubjecT:  of  the  paii1t> 
ing,  and  relate  its  whole  hiftory. 

A  knowledge  of  the  arts,  to  a  certain  extent, 
Is  here  very  common  ;  and  yet  we  find,  among 
their  moft  beautiful  works,  in  the  Italian 
churches,  not  only  very  indifferent  but  fre- 
quently very  wretched  ornaments,  which  are 
in  a  high  degree  unworthy  of  religion.  I 
very  lately  faw,  in  a  church,  a  beautiful  figure 
of  the  virgin,  by  Guercino  if  I  do  not  mif- 
take,  disfigured  by  a  tinfel  crown  with  gold 
ftars,  as  a  decoration  to  her  head  ;  and  a 
white  fun,  of  the  fame  defcription,  which 
they  had  fattened  upon  her  bofom. 

The  Genoefe  ladies  of  diftinction  appear 
chiefly  to  employ  themfelves  in  painting,  and 
drawing.  In  three  of  the  palaces  that  we  vi- 
fited,  we  were  lhewn  copies  of  the  pidhires  ; 
which  had  been  made  by  the  ladies  to  whom 
they  belonged.  We  likewife  feveral  times 
faw,  in  their  chambers,  the  works  with  which 
they  amufed  themfelves,  and  the  books  they 
read  :  fome  French,  and  fome  Italian. 

The  government  of  Genoa  is  efteemed  to 
be  mild.  The  people  of  the  country  pay  very 
few  taxes;  particularly  thofe  of  Riviera  di 
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Ponente ;  where  almoft  every  village,  at  the 
time  that  the  State  fhook  off  foreign  oppref- 
fors,  made  its  individual  conditions  with  ther 
dty.  Every  foreigner  who  has  been  ten  years 
an  inhabitant  of  Genoa  may  be  accepted  as  a 
citizen  :  the  proteftants  themfelves  are  not  ex- 
cluded. With  the  Turks,  and  efpecially  with 
the  people  of  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  this  State 
wages  eternal  war.  The  governors  do  not 
however  rifk  the  gallies  of  the  republic  in  the 
open  fea  :  neither  have  they  taken  any  fhip, 
or  made  any  prifoners,  for  thefe  two  years. 

More  than  a  hundred  prifoners,  who  had 
paid  their  own  ranfom,  were  releafed  this 
month  ;  and  fent  home.  A  merchant  of  this 
city  lately  ranfomed  about  twenty  Moors  ;  to 
fhew  his  gratitude  to  the  emperor  of  Morocco, 
who  had  done  him  fome  favour. 


LETTER  XXXVI. 

Pavia,  12th  November  1 79 1* 

The  thermometer,  on  the  fixth,  was 

twelve  degrees  above  the  freezing  point ;  and 

on 
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on  tlie  8 tli,  as  we  left  Genoa,  the  fnow  fell 
with  a  cutting  wind ;  which  we  felt  more 
fenfibly  than  we  ever  remember  to  have  felt 
cold  in  November*  Changeablenefs  of  weather 
is  attributed  to  Genoa.  Hiftory  alfo  fhews 
how  very  unfettled  the  people  were.  The  Li- 
gurians  were  reprefented,  by  the  antients,  as  a 
remarkably  unliable,  rugged,  and  laborious,, 
people. 

On  the  noble  high  road,  which  leads  to 
Campo  Marone,  the  inconvenience  of  the  bad 
weather  was  more  fupportable  than  at  the  Bo- 
chetta ;  where  the  wind  from  the  mountains 
frequently  blew  with  a  cutting  fleet,  and  made 
the  road  flippery  ;  over  which  the  flow-paced 
ftaggering  mule  was  obliged  to  go. 

In  the  evening,  we  came  to  Voltaggio ; 
which  is  feated  on  the.  northern  declivity  of 
the  Bochetta.  On  the  9th,  the  air  was  cold  : 
but  the  fun  fhone  very  pleafantly.  We  left 
Cavi,  with  its  high  mountain  fortrefs,  on  the 
right,  arrived  at  Novi  about  noon,  and  con- 
tinued our  journey  through  a  fertile  plain, 
which  is  in  Sardinian  Milan,  till  we  came  to 
Tortona  ;  a  considerable  town,  which  once 
was  a  Roman  colony,  at  which  time  it  was 
called  Dertona. 

The 
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The  day  before  yefterday,  after  a  cold 
night,  we  travelled  on  under  a  very  clear  iky. 
Befide  us,  on  the  right,  the  Apennines  rofe  ; 
on  the  left,  the  diftant  chain  of  the  Alps.  We 
not  only  faw  plates  of  ice  in  the  morning,  but 
even  in  the  afternoon  we  met  with  ice  in  the 
deep  ruts  of  the  road ;  which  had  been  injured 
confiderably  in  O&ober,  by  an  overflowing  of 
the  Po. 

This  inundation  had  laid  a  part  of  fertile 
Lombardy  under  water  ;  and  had  every  where 
occafioned  confiderable  damage.  I  confider 
this  country,  the  extraordinary  fertility  of 
which  is  fo  juftly  celebrated,  as  very  un- 
healthy. The  many  rivers  by  which  it  is  wa- 
tered, like  a  garden, often  overflow  their  banks; 
and  leave  ftagnant  ditches.  The  induftry  of 
man  endeavours  to  correel:  the  miftake  of  na- 
ture. When  the  waters  begin  to  ftagnate, 
they  are  drawn  off  from  the  rice  fields ;  and, 
though  vegetation  is  increafed,  the  air  is  filled 
with  infalubrious  vapours.  This  great  plain 
is  fatiguing  to  the  eye,  and  in  fummer  muft 
be  painful.  It  is  planted  indeed  with  nume- 
rous mulberry  trees ;  but  we  look  in  vain  for 
the  fliady  foreft.  The  large  trees,  which  here 
and  there  occur,  have  but  a  melancholy  ap 
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pearance  ;  and  only  remind  us  of  the  foliage 
which  nature  is  fo  prompt  to  beftow.  The 
leaves  are  given  to  their  cattle;  for  which 
reafon  the  branches  are  lopped  to  the  very- 
top,  and  nothing  larger  than  twigs  is  fuffered 
to  fprout  in  return.  The  mulberry  trees  are 
cut,  as  in  our  village  paftures,  that  they  may 
be  the  more  productive  in  foliage. 

We  were  glad  again  to  meet  the  charming 
Po  ;  on  the  banks  of  which  the  poplar  was 
permitted  to  grow  uninjured.  Having  re- 
ceived many  ftreams  during  its  courfe  from 
Turin,  it  is  here  become  of  a  very  confider- 
able  breadth  ;  and  we  paffed  it  on  a  moveable 
bridge  of  boats.  The  beautiful  fetting  fun, 
and  the  poplars  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  re- 
minded us  ftrongly  of  the  fable  'of  Phaeton  ; 
who  was  precipitated  from  his  chariot  into 
this  itream,  and  his  weeping  fitters  were 
changed  into  poplars. 

A  quarter  of  a  league  before  we  came  to  this 
town,  we  made  a  trip  over  the  canal  of  Tici- 
nello  ;  which  was  dug  by  order  of  Francis 
the  Firft  of  France,  and  which  divides  the  Sar- 
dinian diftricl:  of  Milan  from  the  Auftrian. 
Before  we  came  to  Pavia,  we  likewife  croffed 
the  great  bridge  over  the  clear  and  rapid  Ti~ 
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cino  ;  which  was  built  by  Galcazzo  Vifconti, 
firft  Duke  of  Milan,  who  died  in  the  year 
1402.  On  the  banks  of  this  river,  which  is 
not  far  from  the  Po,  and  into  which  it  empties 
itfelf,  Hannibal  gained  a  victory  over  the  Ro- 
mans, in  a  battle  of  the  cavalry.  It  was  at 
this  battle  that  the  great  Scipio,  who  was  then 
very  young,  faved  the  life  of  his  father  ;  by 
whom  the  Romans  were  commanded. 

It  was  after  the  river  Ticinus,  now  called 
Ticino,  or  Teffino,  that  the  Romans  named 
this  town  Ticinum.  It  afterward  took  the 
name  of  Papia,  before  it  was,  as  it  now  is, 
called  Pavia.  When  it  was  the  feat  of  the 
Lombard  kings,  it  is  probable  that,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  times,  it  was  a  more  confiderable 
city  than  it  is  at  prefent.  The  number  of  its 
inhabitants  is  computed  at  about  thirty  thou- 
fand. 

It  is  famous  for  its  univerfity  ;  which  was 
founded  by  Charlemagne,  renovated  by  Charles 
the  Fourth,  and  about  twenty  years  ago,  under 
the  government  of  the  good  Maria  Therefa 
and  the  inlpection  of  the  meritorious  Count 
of  Firmian,  placed  in  its  prefent  condition. 
The  divines  of  this  univerfity  are  famous  for 
their  rectitude,  their  zeal,  and  their  talents ; 

E  e  2  but 
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bat  are  not  regarded  favourably  by  the  Papal 
chair,  becaufe,  like  loyal  and  enlightened  Ca- 
tholics, they  ground  their  doctrines  more  on 
the  decifions  of  the  general  councils  than  on 
the  mandates  of  the  Roman  Pontiff.  In  fome 
of  the  fciences,  as  jurifprudence,  philology,  and 
philofophy,  the  German  univerfities  may  per- 
haps furpafs  this ;  but  fcarcely  will  equal  its 
learning  in  medicine,  natural  hiftory,  aftro- 
nomy,  and  experimental  philofophy.  In  fa- 
vour of  this  affertion,  I  need  but  mention  the 
names  of  the  prefent  learned  profeflbrs  of  Pa- 
via :  Spallanzani,  Franke,  Fontana,  Volta, 
Scarpa,  and  others,  who,  though  they  have 
not  obtained  fo  great  a  name  as  thefe  among 
foreigners,  are  yet  celebrated,  as  excellent 
men,  among  their  aiTociates. 

Our  countryman  Franke,  as  worthy  a  man 
as  he  is  an  eminent  phyfician,  was  our  guide 
to  the  mufeum  ;  which  is  rich  in  anatomical 
preparations  and  injections  by  Scarpa,  who  is 
the  profeffor  of  anatomy,  and  in  various  claffes 
of  natural  hiftory.  Under  a  glafs  cover,  which 
is  removable,  in  the  firft  chamber,  there  is  a 
beautiful  female  figure,  in  wax,  of  the  fize  of 
life.  Surprifed  as  we  were,  at  the  workman- 
£hip  of  the  external  parts,  how  much  more 
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fearfully  were  we,  aftonimed,  and  how  was 
our  curiofity  excited,  when,  after  removing 
fucceffively  the  outward  membranes  of  the 
body,  which  are  in  different  divifions,  the 
entire  internal  ftructure  of  a  pregnant  woman 
was  exhibited  !  The  mufeum  is  kept  in  the 
largeft  building  of  the  univerfity  ;  which  like- 
wife  contains  the  hall  of  auditory.  Near  the 
auditory  of  our  countryman,  Franke,  is  a  little 
hofpital  ;  in  which  are  twenty  beds,  for  the 
reception  of  patients  felected  from  the  great 
hofpital :  which  latter  receives  three  hundred 
of  the  fick.  Franke  takes  his  pupils,  the 
number  of  whom  frequently  amounts  to  a 
hundred  and  fifty,  round  with  him,  when  he 
vifits  thefe  patients  :  while  nature,  whofe  in- 
terpreter he  is  fo  worthy  of  being,  affords 
them  inftrucYion  in  the  moft  expreffive  and 
indubitable  manner. 

Franke  gives  the  hiftory  of  each  cafe  to  his 
pupils  ;  one  of  whom  is  always  chofen  to  at- 
tend each  patient.  Thefe  difcourfes  are  made 
in  Latin  ;  that  the  poor  difeafed  people  may 
not  be  diflurbed.  A  particular  ftatement  of 
the  cafe  of  each  perfon  is  written,  by  Franke, 
and  entered  in  the  regifter*  The  patients  that 
die  are  anatomifed ;  and  the  whole  faculty,  as 
E  e  3  well 
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well  as  the  ftudents,  are  fummoned  to  be 
prefent,  when  the  body  is  differed.  The 
hiftory  of  the  dhTecr.ion  is  likewife  entered  in 
the  regifter :  fo  that  the  judgment  which 
Franke  delivered  upon  the  patient,  while  liv- 
ing, is  fubmitted  after  death  to  this  public 
infpecYion,  and  revifion. 

To  him  is  committed  the  fuperintendance 
of  all  the  hofpitals  in  the  duchies  of  Milan 
and  Mantua,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  phyficians 
to  ftate  the  cafes,  and  fend  them  to  him  ;  and 
thefe  cafes  likewife  ferveforthe  inftrudion  of 
the  pupils.  The  hiftory  of  the  cafes  of  his 
hofpital  patients  is  to  be  publifhed,  with  ana- 
tomical engravings. 

The  number  of  ftudents  amounts  to  about 
twelve  hundred.  There  are  fix  different  col- 
leges, in  which  ftudents  are  inftru&ed  gratis  : 
one  of  them  was  founded  by  the  great  Carlo 
Eorromeo.  The  collegians  are  diftinguifhed 
by  the  colour  of  their  robe,  and  by  an  em- 
broidered ornament,  which  they  wear  upon 
the  right  ihoulder.  The  revenue  of  the  uni- 
Verfity  is  annually  four-and-twenty  thoufand 
Dutch  ducats  ;  and  it  pofleffes  a  very  fine  bo- 
tanical garden. 

We  have  become  acquainted  with  the  Abbe 
9  Bertola* 
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Bertola,  who  is  known  in  Germany  by  his 
work  on  German  literature,  and  his  eulogium 
on  Geflher.  He  is  an  admirer  of  pur  country, 
has  already  made  three  journeys  into  Ger- 
many, and,  as  he  defigns  to  write  his  travels, 
he  likewife  means  to  make  a  fourth.  He  is 
a  man  of  interefting  and  friendly  manners. 

In  one  of  the  fquares  of  this  city,  which  is 
called  the  Little  Square,  there  is  an  equeftrian 
bronze  ftatue  of  Antoninus  Pius.  Statues  in 
bronze,  of  the  antients,  are  uncommon ;  but 
this  does  not  need  the  cafuai  merit  of  being 
rare  to  make  it  remarkable. 

The  horfe  is  not  fo  beautifully  faultlefs  as 
that  of  the  colofTal  ftatue  of  Frederic  the  Fifth, 
at  Copenhagen  :  nor  is  his  attitude  fo  bold  as 
that  of  Peter  the  Great,  at  Peterfburg  :  but  it 
every  moment  gains  upon  the  eye  of  the 
fpectator.  Full  of  impatience,  he  appears  to 
neigh,  and  tear  up  the  earth  with  his  hoof— 

Stare  loco  nefcit,  micat  auribus,  et  tremit  artus> 
CcHeftumque  pretnens  volvit  fub  naribus  ignem  *, 

Starting  with  a  bound, 
He  turns  the  turf  and  {hakes  the  folid  ground  : 
Fire  from  his  eyes,  clouds  from  his  noftrils  flow. 

Dryden. 


*  Virgil's  Georgics,  III.  84,  85. 
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The  induftry  of  art,  combined  with  talent, 
may  give  a  general  reprefentation  of  nature  ; 
and,  by  opening  the  noftrils  and  fwelling  the 
veins  of  the  neck,  may  denote  the  courage  of 
the  hone  :  but  true  genius  alone  can  produce 
a  figure  which  in  every  part,  from  the  erect 
and  expreffive  ear  to  the  firm  hoof,  can  com- 
municate life  to  the  whole  animal.  We  mull 
remember  that,  in  the  time  of  Antoninus,  the 
Greek  fculpture  was  on  the  decline.  The 
horfe  refembles  a  fine,  animated  Turkiih 
charger. 

The  attitude  of  the  emperor  is  well  ima- 
gined. Jn  contraft  to  the  impatience  of  the 
horfe,  he  fits  full  of  tranquillity  ;  and  ftretches 
out  his  right  hand,  with  a  gentle  bend  of  the 
arm,  as  if  appeafing  the  riotous  multitude : 
but  his  figure,  taken  as  a  whole,  is  cold,  {tiff, 
and  inanimate. 

In  another  fquare,  there  is  a  large  bronze 
flame  of  Pope  Pius  the  Fifth  ;  which  I  think 
beautiful.  If  I  do  not  mi  (take,  there  is  a  copy 
of  this  ftatue,  in  marble,  in  fome  public  build- 
ing :  but  this  latter  I  have  not  feen. 

The  profpefts  on  both  fides  of  the  bridge, 
toward  the  Ticino,  are  very  charming.  On 
one  fide,  we  fee  the  diftant  Alps,  with  the 
o  banks 
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tanks  of  the  rivers  decorated  with  lovely  pop- 
lars ;  and  a  fmall  ifland  fhaded  with  lofty- 
trees. 

On  the  oppofite  fide,  the  clear  ftream  lofes 
Itfelf  between  poplars  that  cover  its  banks. 

The  land  is  low,  and  in  many  places  eighty- 
feet  under  the  Laco  Maggio?~e  *.  The  art  of 
watering  the  lands,  by  the  aid  of  rivers  and 
canals,  is  more  eafily  effected  here  than  ia 
other  places.  This  art  has  attained  great  ex- 
cellence, in  thefe  parts  ;  and  communicates 
to  the  earth,  which  in  many  places,  and  even 
in  the  famous  diftricl:  of  Lodi,  abounds  in 
fand,  its  great  fertility.  The  grafs  in  this 
country  is  five  times  mowed  each  feafon. 
The  late  King  of  PrufTia  ufed  to  compare  all 
Lombardy  to  an  artichoke  ;  from  which  every 
one  has  long  been  willing  to  take  a  leaf.  The 
duchy  of  Milan  may  very  well  be  compared 
to  the  heart  of  the  artichoke  ;  and  the  neigh- 
bouring princes  have  moft  of  them  contem- 
plated this  country  with  a  longing  eye. 

I  have  become  acquainted  with  the  Cheva- 
iier  Volta :  famous  for  his  experiments  in 
ele&ricity  ;  and  likewife  with  the  great  Spal- 
lanzani. 

*  The  chief  Lake. 

The 
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The  latter  is  a  friendly,  animated  man  \ 
whofe  moral  virtues  are  as  excellent  as  his 
fcientific  acquirements.  You  are  not  ignorant 
that  he  is  one  of  the  greateft  men  of  the  age, 
in  philofophical  difcoveries. 

Although  the  weather  is  cold,  and  the  ther- 
mometer is  five  degrees  below  the  freezing 
point,  yet  feveral  of  the  trees  are  tolerably  leafy 
and  green.  We  muft  not  conclude,  from  the 
early  cold,  that  it  will  be  a  fevere  winter.  In 
the  winter  of  1788,  Reaumur's  thermometer 
only  fell  ten  degrees  below  the  freezing  point. 
You  freeze  here  in  the  chambers,  becaufe  you 
are  unprote&ed  from  the  cold.  The  Italians 
endure  much  more  cold,  in  their  chambers, 
than  we  do;  and  the  fame  is  faid  of  the 
Spaniards.  I  am  told  that  our  Emprefs,  when 
flie  went  laft  year  from  Florence  to  Vienna, 
not  only  rejected  the  ufe  of  ftoves  but  of  fires 
altogether :  and  I  was  acquainted  with  a  chap- 
lain to  the  Spanifh  AmbafTador,  in  Copenha- 
gen, who  kept  no  fires.  Every  morning 
when  he  rofe,  he  drank  fome  glaffes  of  water, 
icy  cold ;  then  wrapped  himfelf  up  in  his 
thick  mantle,  and  fat  down  to  his  defk  to 
read,  or  write. 

Here  is  a  very  antient  church,  which  is 
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confecrated  to  the  Archangel  Michael,  of  as 
rude  a  kind  of  architecture  as  any  I  have 
feen,  and  in  which  the  kings  of  Lombardy 
were  ufually  crowned.  It  is  ornamented  on 
the  outfide,  or  rather  disfigured,  by  images 
cut  in  ftone.  Among  the  beafts  and  monfters 
of  a  bewildered  or  rather  of  a  wretched  imagi- 
nation, we  faw  an  angel  quarrelling  with  a 
devil,  about  a  heart. 

The  air,  which  is  not  healthy  throughout 
Milan,  is  particularly  unhealthy  in  Pavia ; 
and  efpecially  in  fummer.  Young  Germans, 
who  come  here  to  ftudy  the  fcience  of  medi- 
cine, or  of  natural  hiftory,  may  avoid  the  ex- 
ceflive  heats ;  for  the  le&ures  begin  in  No- 
vember, and  end  in  June.  I  readily  grant 
this  regulation  prolongs  the  courfe  of  ftudies 
from  four  to  five  years  ;  but,  to  young  men 
who  know  how  to  employ  their  time  in  the 
purfuits  of  fcience,  this  vacation  might  be  very 
profitably  employed. 
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